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I 

fhtlie FIRST SES 8*1 ON of this 

Scveiiteenth'Parfiamcnt of Great Brita'in,^ 

Appointed to be holden at Westminster; 
Oil TjiuRSDAY the 25th of November, 1790: 


T/hurfJay, ^^tb November^ 1790V 

.X HIS day, abbiHt two o^clock^ His Majefty came to the* 
Houfe, in the urual flate, and being^ robed and feated on the 
throne, the Comnions were fent for^ and beings at the bar,- 

The Lord Chancellor fignified', iir the ufual form, that 
It was His Majefty's command, that the Commons retuiti te\ 
their ovi^n Houfe, and eled a Speaker. 

His Majefty then went to Unrobe. 

As foon a^ His Majefty retired, and the ndbte iCbrds who' 
attended him to his coach came back into the Hoa% their 
Lordfhips adjourned to unrobe^ and the Hou(e. being re-* 
fumed, the Lord Chancellor went to the tabl^^nd was fworn 
fingly'; afteV which the Lords prtfcnt took the oaths, and 
ftibfcribed their names to the reft roll. 

The Lord Chancellor being informed, that feyeralX^ords 
Were in waiting in ord^r to be introduced^- notice was given 
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t PARLIAMENTARY A. 1790. 

to the proper Officers, and the ceremony of introdadtion was 
performed in the ufual manner. 
The Houfe adjourned. 

Friday^ *26th November* 

^ This day, His Majefty came .to the Houfe, in ,his ufual 

fiate, and being (eated on the throne. Sir Francis Molyneux, 
Gentleman Uiher of the Black Rod, wasfent to the Com- 
rmons, to command their immediate attendance; and being 
returned with the Speaker, ahd a confiderable niamber of 
Membeirs, 

The Speaker addrefled His Majefty to the fame effe<3 as 
the ufual form and purport of the fpeech made fiom the bar of 
j the Houfe of Peers, by the Speaker, on his informing His 

Majefty, that in obedience to His Majefty*s commands, lig- 
nified the preceding day, his loyal and faithful Commons had 
proceeded to the choice of a Speaker, and that their choice 
had devolved on him, who was but too confcious of his im- 
perfetlions. 

ThjB Lord Chancellor replied in the ufual tenns, only add- 
N ing, in His Miqefty's name,, that the eIe£lion of the Speaker 
by the prefent Houfe of Commons to that high office which 
he had held • in the fame Houfe in the late Parliament, had 
confirmed His Majefty in the good opinion he had before en- 
tertained of tiie Speaker's abilities and qualifications. 

This ceremony over^ His Majefty addrefted both Houfes 

ff Parliament in a moft gracious fpeech* [Vide Commons 
)ebatcs, Vol. XXVIIL] 
His Majefty then retired^ and the Houfe was adjourned 
' during pleafure to unrobe, and being refumed, feveral Lords 

took the oaths. 

The Lord Chancellor then reported His Majefty's Speech ; 
and the fame having b«eu recited, in an audible manner, by 
the reading cleirk, 
ICarl Earl P^»/^ rofe, and congratulated their Lord(hips on the 

P^iilct. ' diffipation of thole appearances of approaching war, which 
had lately been entertained ; and efpe^ia^IIy on the circum* 
ftanceof the differences which had lubfifted between Great 
Britain and the Court of Spain, being adjufted in fuch a man* 
ii^r, as to obtain for this Country a fuitable reparation for the 
injury done, and to remove the grounds of fimilar difputes in 
future. The ha^y iffiie of tlie negpciatiqa would, his 
Lordfhip faid, Open newfourcesof comm^ce to the known 
fpirit, induftry,4 and enterprize of Britifti merchants. This 
ibrtutiate chat^ge of profpedl in <>ur affairs, his Lordfhip 
afcribed to the prudent and neceflfary meafures of His Ma* 
|eftj'| Minii|ers, who had given a ftriking (rroof X)f their exn 
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ertion, by the vigorous preparations for arming, that had 
taken place, and in confeqaence of which, fo powerful ^ 
fleet as we had lately afldat, was enabled to put to fea in a 
very fhort period of time. He declared, that MiniAers by 
fuch wife condudil were entitled to the higheft applaufa from 
their country. He rejoiced in the zeal and public fpirit that 
had been iiniverfally nianifefted by Brtti(h frtbjeds, and was 
happy to hear that the diipofition and cpndudl of His Ma- 
jefiy's allies had left no room to doubt of the moft efit:£tual 
fupport, conceiving that every man who knew the true inte- 
rtils of his country muft feel a peculiar fattsfa^ion iq the 
conflderatioii that the obje£^s which His Majefty had in vieWj 
had been attained without any a£taal interruption of the bief- 
fing of peace. 

His Lordfhip Cirther congratulated the Houfe on the aph 
pearance of a probability of a general peace in Europe, as 
the refult of His Majefiy's mediation, in coniun^ion with 
his allies, for the purpofe, of negotiating a definitive treaty 
between Auftria and jhe Porte, of endcaVburing to put an 
end to the diflentions in the Netherlands^ and of employing 
the jweight and influence of this country in contributing tp 
the reftoration of general tranquillity. His Lprdihip thought 
the paternal regard exprcfled by His Majefty for the interefts 
•f his pcopify and his declaration that it was painful to hjs 
feelings to fee any increafe 6£ the public burthens, called fpr 
their Lordfiiips moft gratefni acknowledgentent^ and h^d 
no doubt but they would readily cdncur in'afl^ing Hjs Mi^- 
jefty of their ^eal and »lacrity to cooperate with the other 
Houfe of Parliament, in making due provifionfor the charge 
incurred by the late armament, and for iitfppocting the ft* 
veral branches of the public fervice, on fuch a footinc; as the 
general (ituation of affairs might require, and of the» dete;r- 
mination, invariably to perfevere in that fyftem, which had 
fo efieAually confirmed and maintained the public credit of 
the nation. 

With regard to India, his Lordfhip faid, it could not but 
afford the Houfe great fatisfai^ion to learpy that the Britifli 
Government eftablifhed in that quarter of the globe had been 
condu£ied on fuch wife and prudent principles, that the 
moft favourable profpeift was afR>rded of bringing the conteft 
that had arifen in India to a fpeedy and Riccefsful conclnfii^n* 
His Lordfhip added fome farther declarations of his qpnvic* 
tion, that the Houfe trould readily agree with him in aflur- 
ing His Majefty of their loyalty an^ attachment, and their 
zealous defire to fupport His Majefty in his en^eaVQurs to 
preferve and tranfmit to pofterity the ble&ngs of pur free 
and excellent conftituti<5n, and to concur with him in every/ 
meafure^ which could maintain the advantage of our prefeht 
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£taaticn, and promote and augment the happinefs of bis peor 
ple* He concluded with moving an addrefs, beginxiing witb 
a condolence on the death of the Duke of Cumberland, and 
then prcc^eding in the terms of His Majefty's fpeech tQ 
affiire H>s Majefty bfthe fteady fupport of that Houfe. 
Earl The Earl of /f^r^/u;iVi(er feconded theodJrefs. He begaa 

#f Hard- y^\i\^ declaring, that after the many pertinent and pointed 
y^^^^^' bbfervatiohs that their Lordfliips had juft heard on the fub- 
je£^s of His Majefty's moil gracious fpeech^ from ihe noble 
Lord near him, it would be unneceflary for him to detaia 
their Librdffiips with more than a very few words on the fub* 
jeft. He then infifted on the liappy profpedt of a continu- 
ance of pence, and the great advantage that this country^ 
under its prefent circumftances, mull neceflarily derive from 
fuchafortunate turn of affairs, which he afcribed wholly to 
the wifdom of His Majefty*s Councils, and the vigour of the 
meafures which Mjniflers had adopted to enable Great Britain 
to prepare againft the worft, and be ready for war, fliouli) 
war unfortunately have proved to be unavoidable. The 
events of war, he reminded their Lordftiips, were, in the na- 
ture of things, uncertain, and even could we have been af-. 
fured of a fuccefsful war, we'might, after years fpent in in- 
finite wafte of blood and treafure, have been glad to fit dowa 
^nd red from fuch a conteft. The paffions of men, his Lord- 
fliip obferved, we^e but too apt to mix with their politics; 
and it was impoflible to forefee the extent to which hoftilittes 
once commenced, would haye been carried, or the degree of 
difficulty that Great Britain might have had rp encounter 
from a confliQ, which might have been fwelled to an excefs 
bf danger by the multiplication of otiv foes, rendered fuch by 

' cirCumftances and time. Thofe who regarded, the conceflioi)S 
ifrom Spain as light and trivial, did not properly weigh all tHe 
Velativi^ grounds upon which the negotiation originated, nor 

'^judge correflly of the value of its amicable termination. It 
Was not merely a trade to Nbotka Sound, neither was it the 
Southern' whale fifhery, valuable as both thofe ohjef^s un- 
doubtedly were, that were at ftake, but an objedt of infi- 
nitely greater magnitude and importance. It was no lefa 

" than the general commerce of Great Britain. No man, he 
trnfted, in that afTembly was fo {hallow a politician, or fo 
Ignorant of theinterefts of his countfy, as not to know that 
iapbn the prefervation of the honour df the Britifli flag every 
thing dear to us as a* commercial nation depended. What 
' but that could proteft the enterprifing and unarmed merchant 
in eveiry quarter of the globe? Who therefore but mull re- 
joice at the termination of a difference, which afforded fo 
fubftantial a tppic of national exultation? He trufled, pn 
Ifeefe eonfideratipAs^ that expenfive as the late armament 

might 
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xnight have been, no man would think it an expence that had 
teen unnecefiarily incurred. "Without a powerful arma- 
ment, and without (hewing to all the world the fpirit, the 
iirmnefs, and the ability ot the Government of this country, 
^t all hazards, to maintain the national honour, icwasob- 
.vious that the great objects in negotiation could not have 
been obtained; the expence, therefore, he could not but 
^onfiderasa wife one; and heflattercxl himfelf that in voting 
the addref;^ unanimously, and carrying it to the throne, their 
Lordflxips would not only communicate to His Majefty 
their owq tcnk, but al(b that of ail th«. people of Great 
^ritaiq. 

The motion having been read, 

Earl Stanbopie thus a.ddreffed their Lordfliips: my Lords,* I ^*^' 
/do not rife tooppofe thje ad4refs moved and feconded by the S^*'*^*' 
jioble Lords, norany part ofjt, 1 do not rife, my Lords, to 
4etraft f^om adminiftratbn any predit they may have ac- 
jquired by die negotiation with Spain; neither do I rife to ap- 
plaud them^ 9S 1 am not yet in pofleiCpn of fuflBcIent infor- 
mation to dp either with propriety. No perfon can rejoice 
jmore iie;>rtijy at tl\e prefent profpefl: of peace, whicli is held 
out to us, tl^an I do, nor more ardently wifh for a continu- 
ance of it^ being thpfoughly convinced that its confequences 
are of theutmoft importance to the profperity of the country; 
but I do ai][ert, my Lords, that if we have fecured that 
peace, it i^ to be attributed, not to any wifd^ m or forefjght 
on our part, but, upder divine providence, to the revolution 
in Frai^ca; and I am fufe that nothing could tend more to 
^lake it permanent, than a ^eady and well form t^^d alliance 
with jtllat great and 'free count ry.-^— Now, my Lords, if 
peace is the end that we mean by our prefent endeavours, 
we ought not to negleS, but, on the contrary, feek for, and 
cherifli. every means tliat may attain that end. iBut, my. 
Lords, I rife to draw the ferious attention of your Lord- 
ships to a very extraordinary fubjcifl, a monftrous libel 
againft the King of England; for a lil>el againfl the King of 
England I certainly muft call a publication that has lately 
appeared amopgft us. This performance, my "Lords, for 
when I allude to a late publication, I do not mean a poem, 
which fome people may think, hecaufe in my humble opinion 
poetry requires no anfwer — this book is no anonymous work; 
it comes from no ordinary* or obfcure perfon, but is the 
avowed produdlion of a perfon of eminence, of a name well 
known ; — of no Jefs a man than one who was formerly firft 
Minifter of State in a neighbouring kingdom; — of M©nfieur 
Calonne, late Mimfter of France — If your Lordfhips will 
give me leave, I ffiall mention now what 1 confider as a 

libil 
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libel on the King of England, and on this country; and I 
ihall fiatethe ef^eds which ihis publication has already occa- 
lioned in France. Monfieur Calonne fays, my Lords, fpeak- 
jng of fomething like a civil war^ which he pathetically re- 
co^nniends, that the attempt he fpeaks of will meet with the 
fupport and encouragement of every crowned head in Europe, 
which certainly incliides the King of England. I fay, there- 
fore, that it is a manifeft and fcandalous libel on this coun- 
try ; and what no pcrfon here would ever dare to afcribe to 
His Majefty, who has always (hewn the pureft love for his 
people, ana for the happinefs of his country. 

I would not have prefled this fo much upon your Lord- 
Ihips, continued Earl Stanhope, merely becaufe 1 heard that 
this book had occafioned fedition in France, but, iSnce i 
came to town, I have had letters from that country confirm- 
ing that intelligence, We?>ll know, my Lords, that there 
are Scotch and Irifh in France; are we then to allow them 
to become the facrifices to this atrocious work? If there are 
«iny in this Houfe, if there are any in Adminiftration, who 
countenance fuch proceedings, it is full time that they 
fliould be known and poipted out to us and to the public, 
that we may know why and for whom we are to fj^ill the 
blood of our countrymen, and expend their treafures. My 
Lords, no man in this country dare afcribe motives to the 
King of England, far lefs intentions, of fuch pernicious ten- 
dency. Are we then tofufFer this by a ftranger? I fee one 
noble Lord in this Houfe who has declared that be never will 
forfake his King ; I truft, therefore, he wiU protect his King 
^from malicious flanders and villainy. I confider every pof- 
fih^e me^ns that can tend to attach apd connedl this country 
with France, as produflive of the mod falutary confequences ; 
and that if the wiflied-for alliance were completely eftablifhed 
and confirmeJ, where is there a power to be found that could 
rival us ? I likewife maintain, my Lords, that eVery ftep 
that may alienate or feparate the interefts of the two coun- 
tries, or inflame the minds of the inhabitants in either coun- 
try againfl thofe in the other, to be of the mod ferioufly de- 
ilruftive nature. I fliall at prefent content myfelf with hav- 
ing mentioned this circumftance, which I truft will foon meet 
with your Lordihips moft deliberate confideration. 

As {^n as Earl Stanhope fat down, the Lord Chancellor 
put the queftion upon the motion for the addrefs, when it 
was declared, that the contents had it nem'ine dijpntiente. 

A Committee was immediately appointed to draw up the 
addrefs, ^ho foon returned with it, when it was read a firft 
and fecond time, arid ordered to be prefented by the whole 
Houfe. 

The 
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Thft Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and reminded their Lord 
Lordfhips, that only thirteen Peers were on the return lift ChanccU 
ais reprefentatives of the Peerage in Scotland; but that there lo*. 
had been more candidates, whofe claims and qualificat ions 
were queftioned, and which muft confequently be fubjeft to 
future invefiigation ; that it would of courfe be heceflary to 
have fome proceeding on the fubjeiS^, other wife thofe elec- 
tors who had voted (or the candidates* the return of whom 
inras not made^. and who had an undoubted right to give their 
votes for reprefentatives of the Scottifli Peerage, would Itave 
reafon to complain, that their privileges had not been treated 
with proper attention by the Houfe. His Lordfliip faid, the 
fubjeA had .excited the notice of the HouJTe fo early as the 
year 1700, wlien, upon confideration, their Lordfhips had 
manifefted their opinion, that the matter ought not to be 
left at larger and 'w}i[dlly indefinite in point of time. UpoA 
that ground it was, that he then thought it his duty to ftate 
the matter to theHoufe,.. not intending to follow what he 
faid, witli any motion at prefent, but merely n^eaning to 
giye notice, that on Wednefday next, with their Lordfhips 
permiilion, fa^ iliould move that the receipt of petitions of 
. thofe iPeers of Scotland claiming a feat, as duly chofen of the 
fixteen reprefentatives of the ocotch Peerage, be limited to 
three we^ks from that day. In the year 1780, his Lordfliip 
faid^ theHoufehad given nineteen days from the day of the 
motion, and as a week or eight or nine days of the feflion had 
pa^ed before the motion was made, their Lordfhips would 
find that adding the days of the prisfent feiCon that would 
have pafTed by Wednefday, to three weeks from that day, 
the period in the prefent inftance would be much about the 
fame with the time allowed in 1 786, and it would, he trufted, 
be confidered sis a reafonabie allowance of time by all par- 
ties7 

The Houfe adjourned. 

fVidnefdayy \ft Deamber. 

This day, their Lordfhips waited on His Majefty, with 
the following i^ddrefs : 

The humble Addrefs of the Lords Spiritual and Temppral, ^ 

in Parliament afleinbied. 

Mofl gracious Sovereign, * j 

TVEy your J^Iajeftys tnojt dutiful and loyal fuhjeH^^ the Lords ■ 

spiritual and 'Tmporat^ in Parliament ajpmbled^ return four i 

Majejiy our humble thanks for your moji grackus fpeechfrom thi \ 

throne. - j 

Permit usy Sir^ to ctfndole with your Majefty onfhi hfi your j 

MajeJIy and your Royal Family have fujiainedf by thf'dnath of hit 

ht9 
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JaU Royal Higbnefs the Duke of Cumberland^ whofe mtuay ami' 
able qualities, as they had endeared hint to the Nation, cannot but 
excite univerfal regret for his untimely tofs. 

It is with the Jincerefl joy that Ive receive from )our Afaje/Iy 
' the information of the differences which had fubfijied between your 
Majefty and the Court of Spain^ halve been happily brought t» 
an amicable termination ; and at the fame time that we offer to 
your Majefy our hearty congratulations onfo happy and important 
an evenly we beg leave to return your Majefly out thanks, for 
having beert gracioufly pUafed to order copies of the Declarations 
exchanged between your Majeflfs JmbaJJador and the Minlfter of 
the Catholic King, and of the Convention which has f nee been 
concluded, to be laid befoty us. 

We acknowledge, with the higheft gratitude, yoUr Majefty s 
paternal care for the national honour, and fir the inter eft t of your 
people, manifefted by your Majefty, in having, in the vohole of this 
tranJaHion, made ityouir otjeff to obtain a /uitabie reparation for 
the a^ of violence committed at Nootka, and to remove the grounds 
offimilar difputes in future, as well as tofccureto your majeflfs 
fubje^s the exercife of their navigation, ommetce, andfifheriesj 
in thofe parts of the world which were the fubjeil of difcujjion. 

We are truly fenfible of the approbation your Majefty is gra- 
ci(jufty pUafcd to exprefs of the zeal and public Jpirit manife/led by 
all ranks of your Majeftfs [ubjeHs ; and v>e learn with ftncere 
pleafure that the dijpofttion and conduH of your Mojcftfs allies 
hod left your Majifiy no room to doubt of the moft vigorous and 
effectual fupport : but we moft heartily unite with your Majefty in 
declaring, that nothing could afford us fo much fatisfaff ion as the 
attainment of the obje^s which your Majeffy had in view, 
without any a^ual interruption of the blefjings of peace. 

We beg leave to affure your Majefty of the ftncere pleafwre we 
feel in learning that a foundation has been laid for a pacification 
between Auftria and the Porte, and that your Majefty is now 
employing your mediation, in conjun^ion with your allies, for the 
purpofe of negotiating a definitive treaty between thofe Powers, 
and of endeavouring to put an end to the diffetitions in the Nether- 
landsy in whofe fit uation your Majefty, in your great goodnefty has 
been pleafed to decLre you are necejfarily concerned, ft'om' oonfide- 
rations of national inter eft, as well as from the engagements of 
treaties ; and we beg leave to affure your Majefty of our hearty 
concurrence in the benevolent principles on which your Majefty has 
hitherto a^edy and infuch meafures as your Majefty, in your wif 
dom^ fiall think proper to purfue for employing the weight and in^ • 
ftuence of this country in contributing' to the reft'otatioH of geriefal 
tranquillity. 

Convinced as we are that the extent of the late preparations was 
dilated by a due regard to the exifting circumftances, we refieil 
with the higheft pleafure on fo ftriking apYoof of t^e advantsges 

derived' 
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derived from tbi libtral fufpUes gr^nud Jinci the lafl pean^ fir 
the naval fervicB ; and we beg Uave to qffure your Majejiy of our 
Mtmoji readinefs to concur in making due provijion for defraying 
the charges incurred by this cfrmamenti and for fupporting thefi" 
veral branches of the public fervice^ onfuch a footing as the general 
Jituation of affairs may appear to require^ as well for the inva^- 
riable adherence to that fyft^m which has fo effe^ually confirmed 
and maintained the public credit of the Nation. 

The interruption which has taken place in the tranquillity of 
our Indian p^ffions% in confeqitence of the unprovoked attack on 
an ally of the Britijb nation^ has afforded us much concern i we 
reflea^ however^ withfincere fatisja^ion^ on the refpedable fiate 
of the Britijh force under the diretJion of the Government thercy 
eind on the confidence in the Britijh name, which the fyfiem pre^ 
fcribed by Parliament has ejiablijhed among the native Powers in 
Indiay as affording the moft favourable profpeii of bringing the 
eontefi to afpeedy and fuccefsful ^onclufion. 

We beg leave to affure your Majejiy ^ that we Jhall b^aw the 
ptofl particular attention to the fiate of the province of Quebec \ 
and to the conjideratidn of fuch regulations for its government as th^ 
prefent eircumfiances and condition of the province may^ appear to 
fCfuire* 

Confcious as we pre of the ineffimahle bleffings we enjoy uneler 

your Majefifs mild and aufpicious Government^ we beg leave with 

grateful hearts to qffure your Majejiy of our nioft ^e^husandaf* 

feiiionate attachment^ and of our firm reliance on your Majejffs 

moji gracious effwances of your defire to cultivate an entire har- 

piony and confidence between yourfelf and your Parliaments in which 

we Jhall ever moft cordially unite^for thepurpofe ofpreferving and 

tranfmittitig to pojierity the invaluable bleffings of 9ur free and 

excellent conftitutiony and of concurring with your Majefiyin 

every meafure which can maintain the advantages of cur prefent 

fituationy cmt promote and augment the profperity and happtnefs 

of your Maje/ifsfubjeds^ or can evince thejufi and grateful fenfe 

we entertain of your Majefifs paternal regard ^nd watchful care 

for the rightSy interefisy and welfare of your faithful people. 

To which addrefs His Majefty was pleafed to return th« 
following moft gracious anfwer ; 

My Lords, , 

I return you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs. Tour 
tondolance on the lofs I have fufiainedy by the death of my late bro^ 
ther the Duke of Cumberland, is an ad£tional proof of your at' 
fachment to my per f on md family, 

tour eongr^tuhtions on the amicable termination of the diffe^ 

rences which hadfubfifled between me and the Court of Spain^ are 

0ictremdy acceptable to me; andy^ut concurrence with my wijhes 

Jo cultivate the utmofi hmrmony between me and tnj Parliameniy is 

YoL. XXX. C « 
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'» U me, as afftrding the htji grauttded 
■iolaU our excellent eonfiiluttm, and of 
'tally U the general proffq-'iiy of my fub- 

irfday, id Dfcemhtr. 


or reporteil Hrs Majefiv's anfwer to tho 
(, and tlii; t.ime having been read l>y liis 
efs and Aiifwer were ordered to be 

'eni(d by ihe Earl of Ahprcorn, com- 
etuin of Scots Peers, 1 he[>etition ln:- 
to lie on the table. 


•nday, i^lh Dfctmier. 

ihe di«y waj read, 

ul. My Lords, , before we proceed xq 
very importaiit fuhjeifl of the late djfr 
with the Court of hpain, I conceive it 
ITary, but eflemial loour proerunier- 
i£t of MiniAers, that there Jhould l« 
w information than that which 1 find 
c called on to examine (he negotiation 
;nts to guide our inquiry than His Ma- 
Ectaration and counter declaration, and 
iding tl>e negotiation, fome colourable 
ddnced for refufing to cxpofe wliat Mi- 
tnfideiitia) papers; now that the nego- 
minated, and the convention is ratified, 
ifters can have no reafon for withhold- 
our Lordfhips fuch information as may 
r duty to your country. The propo~ 
t that I can not .anticipate a found objei- 
move your Lordfhips, 
le addrefs be prefented to His Majefly, 
ay be gracioufly pleafed to give direc- 
Diorials prefented to and received from 
n, from the lOth of February laft, in- 
th of Oflober, relative to the late dif- 
Courts of Great Britain and Spain, on 
hipscaptured in Nootka Sound, and the 
i^llowed thereupon, be laid before this 

itrofi could not agree with the noble 
that there is for the produflion of fuch 

papers. 
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|)apers« If I were aware, faid his Lordfliip, that in thedif* 
cuffion of the fi^bjedl. which is the order of the day» the in- 
forniation already before your Lordfhips was not ample and 
fufficient, I Oiould be ready to fecond the noble Earfs 0107 
tion ; but) my Lords, I concerve ihat we have before us all 
that Hi« Majefty's Minifters ca^n properly prefent to the 
Hovifey and all that can be neceflary for the purpofe of this 
dsiy's difcviffion; I therefore nauft give my negative to the no-^ 
ble EarPs motion. 

The Earl o^ Kinnoul perfifling in the propriety of the rac* 
tion^ 

The queftioh was put, and it pa{!ed in the negative. 

Th« order of the day was then read for taking into con**^ 
fideration the declaration and counter-declaration^ and eonven* 
tion. 

1 he Duke of Afontr^i 2gzin rofe. I now rife, my Lords, Duke of 
to fulfil a very honour«^ble and pleafant duty, to call your Montrofe^ 
Lordfhips' attention to the difcuilion of thefe important pa- 
pers^ and to move, as I am fenfible you will agree with me 
that in gratitude andjuftite we ought, an addrefs of thanks 
to His Majefty thereon. My Lords, the paternal goodnefs 
of His Majefty, difplayed in his expreflRons of anxiety for 
the continuance of the blef&ngs of peace, call upon us for 
the warmeft tedimonies of grateful aiFeftion; and partico-* 
iarly as wc find by thefe important papers, that His Majefty 
evidently felt an equal anxiety for the honour of his Crown, 
and the eflential interefts of his people. The wifdom and 
dignity with which the negotiation has been cohdu£led, has 
not only preferved to us thofe bleilings of peace, at all times 
fo dedrahie, but has preferved to the nation, advantages 
highly important to its navigation and commerce. 

The dupute between the Courts of Great Britain and 
Spaip» asftaied irt HisMajeity's mefiage of Mayjaft, isjna- 
turaliy to be viewed in two lights, in the infult on the flag 
of Britain, and in the injury done to its trade. His Majefty, 
with that high regard to the honour of the nation, which 
ought evert© charadlerize the fovereign of a free people, de- 
clared in his meflage, that the infult muft be repaired, pre- 
vious to any difcuffion of the injury; and we fee, that ac- 
cbrdingly, the declaration of the Catholic King did dire£Hy 
atone tor that aggreffion. Thus, in the firft great point of 
tliedifpute, the promife made to theBritifli Parliament has 
been honourably fulfilled. 

The next confiJeration is the injury; and it is now the 
^uty of your Lordihips to' fee whether the convention does 
not amply repair the damage; and whether it does not alfa . 
procure for England advantages of a high and important kind. 
JLooky tnjijoxds, to the firft and fecond articles of the con-* 

C a veiitlon, , 
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VentioQ, and you will fee that reftitution it td be made, and 
reparation to the parties injured. But this is not all. What 
never was done before, what has always been fubjeA of liti* 
gation, is now finally adjufted, and Spain concedes the na- 
vigation of thofe feas. We are not only reftored to Nootka^ 
but, by an exprefs flipulation, we may participate in a more 
northern fettlement, if we (hall find at any time that a more 
northern fituation would be preferable for the carrying on 
df the trade. In like manner, what has more than any thing 
been a fubjefl of jealoufy to Spain, and what muft be the 
fource of wealth to Britain, the great quefiion of the fouthef n 
fifliery is finally eftablifhed, on fuch grounds as muft pre- 
vent alt future difpute. The lin; of limitation is marked, 
advantageous permifGon is given us to ere£t temporary build- 
ings ; but by a fiipulation of the utmoft importance, all vio- 
' lence, in cafes of infraction, are prohibited, no officer muft 

venture to feize a vefiel which he may deem to have in- 
fringed the treaty, but he muft content himfelf with writing 
home to his Court. By this prudent provifion the feeds of 
future war are prevented, aqd time is given for cool, delibe- 
rate, and friendly negotiation to reconcile any differences 
that may anfe. Thefe, my Lords, are advantages of a very 
important kind derived from this convention, and which am- 
ply repay the amount of the fum which the armament has 
coft. And yet, out of doors, I have heard of murmurs that 
cheexpence was not only enormoufly great but unneceflarily 
incurred. If there are any confiderable men in this Houfe 
' who are of that opinion, I hope they will come forward and 
ftate explicitly their reafons for fo thinking. Noble Lords 
who may be candidates for office ought to ftate handfomely 
and clearly their objeflions to any aft of Minifters, when 
they think they have reafon to make an objeftion. I frankly 
ftate my confidence in His Majefty's Minifters, and I think 
them highly deferving not only the fupport of your Lord- 
(hips, but your thanks for the dignified, and at the fame 
ji time, prudent manner, in which they have conduced this 

negotiation. Soliciting only your Lordfhips* indulgence, 
that if, in the courfe of the day, any objeSion ftiould be made 

i' to the inotion which I ftiall now have the honour to make. 

Ill ' 

that I (hould think myfelf able to anfwer, vou will give me 
leave to intrude again on your patience, I conclude, my Lords, 
^ith moving, v 

I " That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, 

« humbly to exprefs to His Majefty, that having taken into 
II ^ ** confideration the declarations exchanged between His Ma- 

" jefty's Ambaffador and the Minifter of the Catholic King, 
" and the convention fince concluded for terminating the 
*< differences which had arifen with the Court of Spain ; 

« That 
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** Thatttiis Houfe feel themfelves bound to return His 
*^ Majefty their moft dutiful acknowledgments, for the j>a- 
** ternal regard to the rights and interefts of his people, raajii- 
*^ fefled on the occafion of obtaining a fuitable preparatioa 
** for the aft of violence committed at Nootka, and re* 
** moving the grounds of fimilar difputes in future :*' 

** And to exprefs to His Majefty that they looked with 
•^ confidence to the zeal and alacrity to His Majefty's fer- 
** vke, the powerful preparations that were made, and the 
** unanimity^ fpirit and ardour of the nation at large, for 
•^ fpeedily effefling the fame valuable ohjefls which His 
« Majefty has fo happily accompliftied, without an adtuol 
** interruption of the bleffings of peace." 

The Earl of Glafgow feconded the motion. 

The Earl of Coventry, My Lords, I join in the praifes fo gatl of 
properly feeftowed on Miniflers for the conduci of the nego- Covtntry^ 
tiation with the court of Spain, for the atonement fo ho- 
nourably obtained for the infult, and the advantages gained 
to our trade, I think no noble Lord can objefl to the cheer- 
ful payment of the four millions that atchievements fo 
brilliant may have coft. My Lords, fome perfons objeft 
to the convention, that the limits between us and Spain are 
not fufficiently defined, fo as to prevent future ruptures. I 
am of opinion, that we have defined a point which will, 
more than all the parchments of the world, tend to preferve 
England from future infult. We have equipped feventy 
fliips orthe line in five months. Treaties may be broken^ 
conventions may be infringed ; but we have fliewn, through 
the zeal and adivity of government, that we are too power- 
ful to "be attacked again by Spain. This, my Lords, is my 
motive for joining in the motion, and which induces me, as 
I cannot fccond, to third it; my Lords, I third it. 

Lord Rciwd$n^ I rife, my Lords, with un^afinefs, com- Lord 
pelled to give a reluflant negative to the motion of the no- Rawdoa* 
ble Duke. I fay with uneafinefs, becaufe no Lord would 
have rifcn with more fervent alacrity than myft-lf to have 
joined in expreffions of gratitude and thanks to His Ma- 
jefty for the fentiments of benevolent regard to the happi- 
nefs of his people, which His Majeftv's moft gracious fpeech 
breathed; and it gives me confiderable pain, that Minifters 
have chofen to interweave matter in the addrefs, which indi- 
reftly •combines with gratitude to His Niajclly, approbation 
.of a meafure upon which their Lordfhips c.nfiot form a de- 
liberate judgement. They have thought fit thvis to couple 
the great queftlon o( the convention with the motion for 
the addrefs, that they may feize on the lovalty of tlie Houfe, 
and bend it to their temporary ufe. I will not make ufe of 
a harfh expreffion on the expedient : but 1 prefume, they 
3 think 
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think it a matter of convenience, thus to crouch under the 
general motion of thanks, and thus to draw from certain 
equivocal expreffions, ^n opinign that may afterguards be fet 
up to preclude the Houfe from all future difcuffion. If I 
knew any way of retaining fo much of the noble Duke's 
motion for an addrefs, as fimply expreiled the thanks of tho 
Houfe for His Majefty's goodnefs, f would be proud to pre- 
ferve the unanimity which was manifefted on the return to hi» 
fpeech ; but they have fo adroitly incorporated the approba- 
tion of the meafure, that I am reduced to the neceffity of 
moving the previous queftion, that I may be able to move 
an addrefs of thanks to His Majefty unconneded with othep 
matter. 

It is, my Lords, fo neceflary to our honour, and give me 
leave to fay, to the true honour of Minifters alfo, that we 
ihould not make a premature judgement on the important 
point before us, that I confefs I am aftonifhed they ihould 
thus call for blind admiration from this noble Houfe. We 
know nothing of the true htftory of the negotiation, on 
the conduiS^ and iiTue of which they call for our thanks. 
They withhold from us the means of judgement, and yet 
claim our pralfe. This undignified courfe on their parts, 
my Lorils, ought to make us more than ufually hnSt of the 
discharge of our duty. Confidence, that generous quality 
which led us, in our deliberative capacity in the laft feffion 
of the laft Parliament, to trail them implicitly with the 
condu£l of the negotiation, would change its chara£ter, arnl 
become fomething even worfe than weaknefs, if now that 
the negotiation is ended, we were to continue to give ic. In 
my profeflional capacity I would with promptitude go forth 
at the command of dy Sovereign, and difcharge the duty 
confided in me by my commander, without inquiry and 
without diilrufl ; but the war being over, I would, in my 
V , place in this Houfe, think myfelf bound to call on Minifters 

to prove the juftice of the war in which they had involved 
their country. Laft year Minifters thought proper to refufe 
us all information. Even the refcript was improper to be 
given, although the Court of Spain could not poffibly ac- 
quire, by fuch difclofure, any information which they did 
not previoufly poflefs. But is it now to be denied ? And 
are we to facrifice our fund ions, ta overlook our duty, and 
to pafs a vote of approbation, without knowing whether 
Minii^ers may not be adually criminal in what they have 
done ? Suppofe, my Lords, that the Conimons Houfe of 
Parliament ftiould, in procefs of time, find ground for the 
impeachment of Minifters in this very negotiation. Should 
we not go into Weftminfter Hall under aukward circumftan- 
oes, with the prejudgement of this addrel^ on our journals } 

(live 
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Give me leave^ my Lords, to fay, continued his Lordfliipy 
fhat conduft, fo myfterious and dark, naturally engenders 
iufpicion, that there is fomething in this buunefs which 
they are loath, becaufe they are fearful, to difclofe. The noble 
Duke fays, that the points to be confidered are, i. Whether 
the infult given to the national honour be aton^ed for amply? 
and 2« Whether the advantages gained are equal to the ^ 
injury and the expence ? I diflent totally from this ftate- 
ment. The firft and obvious queftion is, was there an infi^t 
given to the national honour } He pailes over this eflential 
^rft inquiry, for the beft of all reafons, becaufe he feei 
Minifters haye denied the Houfe the mean« of afcertaining 
the i2L&. Bpt it mud he known, and froni the true circum- 
ilances of that aggreffion we muii draw the firft conclufion, 
either that Minifters had haftily committed their country^ 
or that they bad with dignity rafented an affront. 

No noble Lord can be more decided than myfelf in th^ 
ppinlon that national honour is a fubflantial ground for war. 
The honour of a nation is as facred and as delicate as the 
honour ef a gentleman ; for, wounded with impunity^ the 
/confequences are the fame. The nation that fubmits to be 
infulted, comes firft to be defpifed, and next to be opprefied. 
National honour, therefore, is of all caufes of war, the mod 
found and rational. But give me leave to fay, that infult is 
of a quality which requites not time and calculation to 
comprehend. It is felt the moment that it is committed. It 
is not like a damage to be weighed and balanced, pure fpirit 
and proper feeling a£i the moment they are afiailed. How 
did His Majefty's Minifters treat this pretended infult? 
We know from the publifiied memorials of M. ds Florida 
Blanca, and M. de Vauguyon (which I qqote, becaufe no 
Minifter, however they may withhold papers from the 
Houfe, will invalidate their teftimony), that information 
was officially given of this infult on the lOth of February. 
What did they do on the occafion? They never came for- 
ward to avenge the infult ^nd maintain the honour of 
England till the 5th of May, What can the Houfe collect 
from this^ but that either the infult is a mere pretext taken 
up to anfwer another purpofe which they did not think it^ 
fafe ta avow, or they dallie4 >vj^h the honour of their 
country. 

If I were to indulge ^ conjecJlure, I fliould fay, that the 
firfl of thefe was the true caufe of all this violent buflle. 
Looking back to certain rumours, and particularly to all the 
warm encomiums on the gallantry and heroifm of the King 
of Sweden, which the minifterial papers were fo fully 
charged, I fhopld infer that the fpring was pregnant with a 
defign to affii^ the northern warrior ; but that, fenfible the 
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nitlon woald not much relifh fuch a defigiii atid that the 

noble Earl who commanded the fleet, would not have been 
perfe£lly. pleafed to have gone to the Baltic, they thought a 
iFttte bullying of the Spaniards a feafonable things both for 
confiealment and popularity. That they afterwards changed 
their fyftem, and abandoned the Swediih monarch to his 
(ate, only proves that they conduf^ed their fyftem as weakly, 
as they undertook it un wifely* fiut I again aver, that it is 
indif|)en fable to our faithful difcharge of the duty that we 
owe to our country, to demand the means of afc^rtaining 
the true nature and extent of the infulf, by which we may 
go properly into the examination of the fecond part of a ra- 
tional courfe of inquiry into the manner in which they con- 
d^iiSted themfelves in this infult* granting that it was com- 
mitted. I certainly will not think the expence incurred too 
great, if it fliall bo fairly eflablifhed that any expence was 
heceffary, 

I hold it as an uncontrovertible axiom, that nothing but 
pofitive neceflity could juftify Minifters in putting us to the 
hazard of a war. I (hall not be controverted when \ afTert, 
* fliortly,' that our expence for the three years, ending in 
January 87, 88, and 89, exceeded our increafe 7oo,oooL a 
year, 'in Head of our having, as the Miniiler promifed us, a 
ittillion of furplus. A growing debt demanded, therefore, 
wc fhould, by every poflible means, preferve the bleffings of 
peace, that we might improve tlie advantages which the fa- 
tuitous concurrence of circumAances had put within our 
gr^fp. Siiall we tJien lit down contented, and not inquire 
on what foundation it was that Winifters broke in upon 
thisxrondition^ fo effential to our profperity, and involving 
u^ in the has&ard of a war, for a caufe which, on the afped^ 
of it, does not juftify their procedure. 

The noble Lord proceeded in a train of argument, to 
analyfe the condu6t of Minifters in the feveral ftages of the 
negotiation, of which a curfory view can only be given. 
If, his Lordfliip faid,. the infuli was given, they corapro- 
thifed the honour of the nation by delays but there was a 
moft blameable fpirit of inflammation vifible in their whole 
deportment, Inftead of cultivating that liberal fyftem 
which the enlightened philanthropy anJ philofophy of the 
age made it fo practicable for them to cherifh and promote, 
(afid from which we, of all naiions, would profit the moA), 
he obfferved that by all their vehicles of publication^ and by 
the whole tenor of their condufV, they roufed and excited in 
the nation an unwife and ignoble rancour againft Spain, 
whteh that generous and high-minded nation never drferved, 
ihd which it is fcandalous to cheriih, even if there were 
t^rovocation* His Lo^ d{hip took notice of the ob&rvation 
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«>f Lord CdVentry, that onr bell c6hfidehG6 WAs in oiir 
firength> and faid, that if we were not to trufi in juflict 
and honour, we might eafily lofe that boafted Tuperiority by 
combinations among other powers. He paid high compU-^ 
ments to the navy for the ardour and alacrity they had dif- 
played, and he* addrefied an elegant compliment to the 
Duke of Clarence, for the happy tSe& which high dif- 
cipline, prompt obedience, and ardent gallantry^ manifefted 
by a perfonage of his rank, had had ont he fervice. He exa- 
mined the convention on its own merits, and found it preg- 
nant with difpute, barren of advantage, and he concluded 
with moving the previous queftion. 

Lord Sydney next rofe. I confefs my aftonifllment) my Lord 
Lords, fatd his Lordfhip, at the hearing the obfervations S)^dney« 
that have fallen from the noble 'Lord who fpokevlaft^ I 
may be fuppofed to be partial to Minifters from having left 
the Cabinet fo lately ; and I fairly acknowledge my paf- 
tiality ; but did I ever expedl to hear them charged with 
being anxious to involve their country iii war, or to inflame 
the minds of their fellow citizens with illiberality and ran-' 
cour againft other nations? Above all the reft, did I ever 
expert to hear in this noble Houfe, that thefe charges againft: 
them were to be drawn from rumour, from the minifterial 
prints, (I thank God I read none of them) and from conv^r- 
fation out of doors? His Majefty's Minifters muft be 
ftrangely changed in their difpofitions, continued his Lord- 
fliip, fince 1 had the honour to fit among them, if they are 
now difpofed to involve their country in a war, or to incum- 
ber it with unneceflary expences. • I beg leave to bear my 
humble teftimony to the merit of their labours in this nego* 
tiation. They have, in my mind, accompliflied all that they 
pledged themfelves to obtain. And I was indeed not a little 
fuprifed, that a noble Earl, from whom I have received 
much parliamentary information, ft\ouId have moved for 
the produdtion of all the papers of the negotiation, which 
his Lordihip muft well know, could not be difclofed without 
danger to the ftate, and for the production of which I wmU 
venture to fay, he cannot produce a fingle precedent* I 
was not fUrprifed that the noble Earl's friends did not think 
proper to fupport the queftion. 

The Earl of Kinnml rofe to explain. The noble Lordj if Earl of 
he had taken the trouble to attend to the words of my mo- Kinnoul* 
tion, faid his Lordftiip, would have found that I did not de- 
fire all the papers, but only the memorials ; papers which in 
their very nature cannot be dangerous to difclofe ; and that 
there is a precedent, let the noble Lord look to the cafe of 
Falkland's ifland, where he will find that more papers than I 
aiked for were cheerfully granted. 

Vol. XXX. ., D* LorA 
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I^rd Lord Porchejier faid, the motion of hjs noble friend was 
Porcheftcf not only diftated by difcretion, but by an atten«tive regard to 
that nicety which Miniftcrs afFeft, The noble Earl afked 
for lefs, perhaps, than he ought, certainly for nothing mnre 
than ought to be giv.en, if wc are at aH to enter into the dif- 
cuffion of the fubjed. I cannot conceal 'from your Lord- 
fhips, faid Lord Porchefter, ray fentiments, that I expefted 
rather to meet this matter in the fliai^e of impeachment than 
in the (hape of addrefs for thanks, A condudt fo abfurd and 
pernicious, fo deftitute of all policy, fo fruitful of danger 
and fo barren of advantage, I will be bold to fay the hillory 
of nations cannot exhibit. Bullying fo unprovoked, evn[>o- 
rating at length in a convention fo unmeaning ; confidence 
given fo Lberally, and fo ill rewarded ; I defy any Lord to 
parallel in his reading, much lefs in his expeiience. It is, 
\x\ fafl, a bubble, fuccefcfully blown up, at a critical con- 
jun£lui»e, to enable Minifters, under the fi(Sitious naine of 
an armament, to influence a general eledtion in Cacb a way 
as to bind the majority in the fervice of Minifters. Tlie 
noble Lord having madp a preface to this efFedl, confeflTed, 
that when he read the articles of the convention, he did not 
underftand them. Did not the event, he afked, confirm the 
very general obfervation without doors, that we have a^ 
Miniftry who have neither the courage to make war, nor 
the (kill to make peace? He expreffed himfcif at a lofs to 
know the meaning of the firft article of the convention, 
** wh^ buildings or tracts of land Engtifli fubjefts may 
** have been difpoflTtfled of about the month of April 1789.** 
Had Mr. Pitt faid, ** d reflirution of all feizures made on 
** the 13th of May," he certainly would have put it out of 
all doubt that our fettlements at Nootka were to be reftored to 
us; but then it would have abandoned all prior claims; 
whereas by faying about the month of April, he not only 
includes April, but March, As to the events of May, his 
Lordfhlp faid, in which month nrfr Pitt knew moft cor* 
re£lly, from IVIr. Meares's memorial, that we had been dif- 
. poflcfledof Nooika, thof<? are taken ex{;refs care of in the 
fecond article, iaafmach as the 13th of May is unecmryocally 
fubfequent to the month of April, 1789. The fecond arti- 
cle, he faid, ftated that reparation dial I be made for all aiH's 
of* violence or hoftility which may have been committed 
fubfequent to the month of April 1789 by the fuhjt:(5i- of 
cither of the contra<5ting parties again ft the fuhjefts of the 
other; and if any of the faid refpecf^ive fnbjeiSh ihall, fince 
the fame period, have been forcibly difpoHeiTed cf their 
lands, buildings, &c, they Ihall be eftablifhed rn the poilcf- 
fion thereof, or a joint compenfation fliall be made to them 
fdr the loHes they ihall have fuftained. i^fter commenting 
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upon the fcveral articles contained in the convention, where- 
in he remarked, that all conceflions on our part were clearly 
and explicitly ftated, but that the conceffions on the part of 
the Spaniards were obfcurely ftated, he concluded by ex- 
prefling his perfe<5i approbation of the previous queftion. 

The Marquis of Lanjdown then addrcfled the Houfe in Marquw 
a fpeech, of which, the following are the principal particu* of Laai^ 
lars : , down* 

His Lordfliip faid, thit he did not trouble the Houfe, 
when the queftioh refpefting Nootka Sound came before it in 
the laft feffion; confidering the executive power as intitled, 
ia the firft inftance, to condud the negotiations with Spain. 
The conftitution gave them that power; good fenfe gave it 
them. But it belonged to the legiflative body to pafs a judge- 
ment on what was done. A judgement was even called for ; 
but none could weigh with the public which was not founded 
on information. Paperi had been refufed, arid miniftry 
itemed equally difpofed to refufe all verbal information. 
To e3i^£i a vote of approbation under .fucl^ circumftances, 
was clearly a violation of conftituti#nal principles, which 
could never be admitted. It reduced the Houfei, therefore, 
to the neceflity of taking up the q^ieftion upon -the footing of 
notoriety and general information. 

A noble Vifcount (Sydney) had juft given affurances, the 
Marquis faid, that the genera! fentiments of niinidry were 
pacific, when he was lately a Member of it. Miniftry cer- 
tainly fet out upon the principles of the peace in 1782-3, 
and had built, and taken credit with the public upon that 
foundation. It was neither juft, nor was it his inclination, < 
to try their proceedings by catching at general words, or even 
aflu ranees ; but by comparing their general condudl with the 
general fyftem of the late peace, upon which they had thus 
folicited and obtained the public confidence. This could 
only be done by reviewing the great features of their admini- 
ftration on the fubie6^ of foreign politics; and as the points 
were foon fummed up, the public would eaCly judge for 
themfelves. 

With refpe6l to France, the objeft of the late peace had 
keen, to exringuifli all miftaken ideas of rival(hip, which had 
hitherto prevailed; to leave nothing, if poffible, undefined; 
nothing of e'>nfequehce, mixed ; nothing to CommifTioneri 
to fettle; and no room for foreign poweis to interfere. The 
rcfult was, that never was there a period when animofity fa 
foon fubfidea^ when fo few lubjefis of difcuffion, much lefs 
of difpute, had occurred with France as fubfequent to 
1782. 

With refpefb to Spain, the defign had been to fufFer the 
(^ief of what was conceded at the peace, to remain in the 
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hands of the we;)keft power. He had no hefitation tq fiy, 
that after the independence of the North i\tnerlcan colonies* 
I^Jorth American poffeffions no longer ftood in the fame po- 
fition with regard to Europe; nor from thai time could any 
European fettlenients in thofc parts be deemed of a perma- 
nent tenure, tvery thing, however, was referved of which 
the negotiation admitted, for two purpofes ; firft, to colLe£l 
the pu'^lic opinion, which has a right to be confulted where 
it can be done with fafety in all great occurrences, efpeci- 
ally commercial, adiftinftion ftrongly founded in the nature 
of things and in the pra<fHce of our Government ; and le- 
condly, to aflift the terms of our treaty of conxnerce with 
dpain. 

Regarding Holland, the objeA was to remove the re- 
proach which hung upon us from De Witt's treaty, and to 
ftipulate for freedom and extenfion of trade, by the article 
refpeAing the Spice iflands; and, by the third article of 
the treaty with them, to cpake them fenfible of the confo* 
quence of treating through a third power. . • 

As to the reft of Europe, the ftate of it was juft fuch as 
could have been wiflbed ; being without a fmgJe engagement 
upon our bands, and free to adopt any or none as might be 
found eligible. 

It remained to he inquired how far the conduct of Minif- 
ters fince 1783, had been conformable or not to thefe prin- 
ciples, and this fituation in regard to their general fyflem 
in foreign politics, and their particular proceedings with 
Spain. 

In the early affajrs of Holland, the memorials they pre- 
fented had been fajd in that Houfe to have been milk and 
water, and in his own opinion they might have been mrre 
pointed ; but, if there was any error in this, it was on the 
right fide, and correfponded at leaft with the bafis of their 
profeffions. 

The next concern was the Gerinanic league entered into to 
check th^ growth of the Emperor's power in Germany; 
which was an inftance of the higheft diplomatic wifdom to he 
found in the hiftory of Europe. Pruffiahad every merit in 
proje6ling it, and it was highly becoming England to have 
been among the firft to fupport it; but JUinifters, apprehen- 
15 ve of a clamour refpeSing Hanover, confined themfelvejS 
(in the language of one fyf their body) to a bow upon paper. 
Hanover and England ought certainly to be kept diftin<5l, yet 
in this cafe they had agreeing interefts. The whole of Eu- 
rope was indeed comprehended in the quefiion ; for Germany 
tinder a fmgle head, not to mention the Emperor's other 
pofieffions, menaced the fafety of Europe; and the league 
f^perated accordingly. The conduS t)ied by MiniAry upon 
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this occafipn, if mtftdkerii was another miftake on the 
rigfat fide ; the prevailing intereft oF this country being 
peace. . ' . 

Next, continued bis Lordihip, Succeeded the commercial 
treaty with France; which together with tl>e language ufed 
in fu[jport of it, was fo perfedly confident with the fuhda- 
ipental principles profefled, as to leave nothing to remark, 
except as to the neutral code; the evils of which might he 
prefumed to have been fufficiently felt by Miniders in their 
commercial negotiations with Holland ; ^n6 muft have beea 
more fo, had our difpute with Spam ended hoftilely. 

The next proceeding of Mrnifters, calling for notice, was 
the memorable convention with Spain in 17B6, refpe£ling 
the Mofquito fhore; a treaty which was unipartite. It hai 
no precedent in hiftory, except in the ceflion of Bucovina to 
the late Emperor by the Turks, and was not to be explained 
upon any fyftem of civilized or European politics. In all 
this however there was nothing to offend againft pacific fenr 
timents. 

* But the King of Pruflia dies, and a total alteration of 
£ng]i(h politics enfues. From this a^a, tlie pacific fyftem 
became rejef^ed ; the antient language revived ; France wat 
again treated as a natural enemy ; and delenda eft Ciftthago^ 
' Still more ; England was thought equal to dictate to the .whole 
world. Our Minifters and meflengers overfpread all Eu- 
rope. Every Court was to feel terror at the name of Bri- 
tain ; our resources were inexhauftible ; and our power not 
to be refifted, efpecially without th^ balance of France. 
Holland was obliged by force to return to our alliance, 
principle and perfuafion being deemed equally unnecefTax y to 
be ufed with that free country ; France was dic5^ated to ; the 
Turks were excited to murder the Rufliaas^ while proclama* 
tions at home were iiTued for retraining vice and Immorality ; 
the Swedes were to complete the humiliation of this devoted 
power; Denmark was ordered not to intermeddle; employ- 
ments far the Emperor was found in the Belgic provinces, 
in cafe the Turks had proved infufficient for the purpofe; 
and all this was finally made to terminate in Nootka 
Sound. 

Some young gentlemen at China, attached to geography 
and a little commercial advantage, fit out a veflel called the 
Sea Otter, for the North Weft Coaft of America. Some 
Bs'ngal adventurers fit out two other (hips, with fine names, 
under Portuguefe paper and colours* Some fpeculative mer^ 
chants, men of letters perhap«, fit out two other ftiips, and 
the whole fails under the command of a young gentleman of 
the name of MeariS ; who is inftrufked and inftruAs hisiol* 
lowers, \n terms becoming the form and pomp of office, to 
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violate a fyftetn regarding Spanifti America, which it has 
been the policy of Europe^ and in particular of this countiiyy 
to adiiere to for ages. " Ruffian, Englifli> artd Spaniih vef- 
*• fels were direSed to be treated with like civility in the 
" firft inflance; hut in cafe of an attempt to turn the advcii- 
<* turers out of their way, force was to i>e repelled by force, 
" the parties to be feiaed, and their (hips brought in to be 
*^ condemned as prizes and their crews as pirates* In plan- 
*• ning a faflory, it was declared that they looked to a folid 
^ eftahlifliment, and not one to be abandoned <it pieafu re ; 
" and they authorized the fixing it in the moft convenient 
•* flat ion ; only placing their Mony in peace and fecurity, 
** fully protedled from the fear of the fmalleft fjnifter acci* 
« dent." 

It was faid that this had appeared by papers laid by Minif- 
ters before theHoufe of Commons; but this was impoflTible. 
Occurrences, arifing out of this enterprizeof a few indivi- 
duals, beuun without any due warrant for it, on any proper 
fubordination to the public at large, form the oftendble 
ground of a diffenfion with Spain. We arm in a manner re- 
gardlefs of expence, and fummon Spain to fubmit in a man- 
ner alike unprecedented and infulting. The convention 
then follows, which Parliament, with pretty much the 
fame peremptoritiefs, is called upon to approve. 

The fafls, thus flated, continued the Marquis, admit the 
following obfervations : firft, as to the late change made Jn 
the general fyflem of our politics fince 1782 ; and, fecondly,* 
as to the departure from the particuiar fyftem obferved for 
ages by this country refpeding Spain and Spanifti Ame- 
rica. 

With" regard to the firft obje6b, namelv the change in our 
general fyftem, that which had been fubftituted appears to 
have wanted both vigour and confiftency. 

The fituation of France had produced a crifis not un* 
worthy the deliberation either of Greece or Rome. One 
plan, evidently offering for this country, was to have re« 
mained quiet and laid a foundation of gratitude and refpe6l 
with France and Spain, and of reputation wjth Europe at 
large, by afluming a tone of dignity, moderation and policy, 
united. On the other fide were to he urged old praSice, 
ancient prejudices, revenge, and difabling poffihle enemies ; 
motives juftified by hiftory, and even by civil law writers. 
He undoubtedly was for the fiift fyftem ; but, feeing admi- 
niftration had not adopted it, be had been one of ihofe aU 
luded to by the noble Vifcount, who was duped by the lan- 
guage of the minifterial prints, and imagined that the aff^airs 
•f the Baltic had had a large ftiare in our armament* 
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As every thing was left free by the peace upon 3 pac^ific 
fyftem, by the iaine rule every thing was left <>pen upon one 
that was warlike. We had alliances before us to choofe; 
we were the only perfon in Europe looked up to ; and we had 
only to have imitated the PruHian plan of the Germanic 
league to have impofed whatever conditions we inclined to, . 
and to have been retrained by nothing but our own regard to 
juftice and reputation. Sweden met us more than halt way; 
Denmark had no option ; France, Ruffia, and Auftria were. 
occupied; and we might have obtained what terms we pleafed 
from France and hpain, or have ftruck.a blow which murt 
have put it out of the power of either to have moleftcd us 
for an immenfe period to come. 

Inftead of this, what is the flate of Europe ? We luve 
mortally wounded the pride of Spain, who will alwiiys think 
tlyt we have taken an unfair advantage ; we have fhakeii 
our infant confidence with France; we have alienated both 
the fovereign and the country of Ruifia ; Sweden has been be- 
trayed; Denmark infulted; Portugal driven into a clofsr 
conne£tidn with Spain by our language, while both our 
complaints and our inerchants appear notwithfianding, * 
dropped and forgotten ; and Pruflia, our only efScient alty> 
will not fay (he is obliged to us, Europe, which, in 1782, 
was open to us throughout, on pacific principles, and the 
balance at our command on warlike principles, has the 
fcale turned againft us, and (lands on principles of alienation 
and perfonal hoilility. Such has been the conduct uled r^ 
fpe£ting Europe at lai^e. 

The Marquis thu5 proceeded. As to Spain, no relation of 
this country has undergone more complete difcufSon than 
our connedioQ with Spain, and particularly refpedling Spa- 
nilh America. Our friendfhip with Spain, without refer- 
ring to remote antiquity, was the objefl of our poliqy fo far 
back as the reign of Henry VUI. and, upon the foundation 
of the treaty which then took place between the refpeftive 
fovereigns, we have never furrendered our right of trading to 
|he Spanifh Weft Indies, lA the fame manner that we have 
infifted with Portugal upon a right of trading to the Brazib; 
nor have we ever yielded up the right to either, in any ne- 
gotiation^ till the prefent convention. 7 he navigation in 
the Spanifh American feas were expreffly llipulated by tlie 
15th article of the treaty in 1670 ; whioh was recognized by 
the Spanifh Minifter in 1749, and by their AmbaiTador here, 
Mr, Wall ; and of late years we have notorioufly^exercifed 
the right itfelf both in voyages of difcovery and for fifiiery. 
Sir. Benjamin Keene, one of the ableft foreign Minifters this 
country ever had,' qfed to fay, that, if the Spaniards vexed 
us in the ^rfl. inftance, we h^d mcaas enow to vex t^em 
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Without infringing upon treatieSy^and the firft ficp he would 
recommend would be to f^nd cut fhips of difcovery to the 
Ibourh beasi Thus ilands the queilion, long eitabltihed as 
to the right, which is plainly, therefore, not a point ob- 
tained for us by the prefent convention : but Jet us now fte 
Willi what cautious wifdom this avowed right has uniformly 
been managed. 

A fuccefiion of able Miniftcrs at the Court of Spain in 
Charles the Second's reign, Sir Richard Fanftiaw, Lotd 
Sandwich, and Sir William Godolphin, all united in advtf- 
ing forbearance as to the ufe of it. Sir William Godolphin 
did this in mod pointed terms, after much converfation with 
the wifell of our London merchants ; whofe unanimous opi- 
nion had long been, that it was better to trade with Spanifh 
America, through Old Spain, than to have a dire£k int«:« 
courfe with that part of the world ourlelres. He was fo 
lEoch in earneft up*on the fubjeft, that he wrote to the King 
to prevent his being mifled, dire£lly or indiredtly, by in- 
terelted advifers; afluring him that there was no way more 
certain of fundamentally alienatihg the Spaniards, (as Sir 
Benjamin K^ne afterwards confirmed,) and throwing our 
rivals in navigation into flrifier correfpondence and mote 
frequent irttetcourfe with them, than by interfering in South 
America. It was as clear then as it is now, that whatever we 
obtained for ourfelves was not obtained for ourfelves fingly, 
bdt that other nations muft participate in it. Perhaps there 
was wifdom^ in more refpedts than one, in fuffering the 
great flake, contained in the Spanifh American pofleuions, 
to lie to a certain degree dorihant and unimprored in the 
hands of ^pain. In nny event, as long as Spain held the re- 
venue and commerce arifing from her colonies to be prefer- 
able to her manufaftures, it was our intereft to be content 
With commercial advantages in Europe as a compenfation 
for fufpendingour claims refpefling the South Seas, iince our 
rights in that quarter might always be tevived and brought j 
fot'Ward when opportunity called for it* [ 

This policy was fo wife, thaf it was confidered by fubfd- ; 
quenc Miniflers as fundamental, and not to be departed from, 
Accordingly it was followed all through the reigns of King 
William andQufeen Anne, and it governed the negotiations, 
fuch as they were, at Utrecht; where Lord Bolinbroke 
confidered it as the intereft of England to uphold, as high as 
pofTible, the claims of Spain, with the ;dei of fecuring a pre- 
ference to ourfelves over the other nations in Europe. Sir 
Robert' Walpole's opinion is notorious, fbr he fell a facrifice 
to it. The Duke of Bedford, a warm Mirtifter, who had 
projcifts-of difcovery, was fo cautious, that he cdnfulted the 
Spauiih Minifter here, as V^ell as Tent f feek tht t»pinion o€ 
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the Court of Madrid ; ai^d found our Tight fairly acknOv(r« ♦ 

ledged, but the exercife of it deprecated as likely to be pto- 
du(5tiveof war. He was not backward in iniiflirig upon our 1 

large claims in thofe parts, and dwelt upon the good to ariff 
to fcience, and to the world, and even to Spain, from pro- 
ceeding in them; but, with great wifdom, he ftopped ihort, ^ 
faying that amity with Spain Was important enough to fuper- 
fede every other confideration, where the rights of the King^ 
fubjefls were not imm^iately and intimately concerned, 
l^ext came Lord Chatham; and, to hi^own intima^te know- 
ledge, being then fecretary of ilate, and without alledging hiS 
own opinion or conduft as authority, thi^ principle was 
what governed Lord Chatham in the early part of the nego- 
tiation refpe<Sling Falkland's iflatids; and it finally appeared 
to influence Lord North's coudu£l at the conclufion of that ne- 
gotiation. 

As to the particular terms of the convention juft con- 
cluded, it flipulated, with refpeft to Nootka Sound, what 
was either' pernicious or trifling. It appeared a madnefs to 
think of colonies after what had pafled in Nbrth America; 
but, if there were even two opinions upon this fubjedl, there 
could be but oue about our power of affording i t : we could not 
doit. . " 

As to the fifhpry, it Was defined to cur detriment, tea 
leagues being a new flipulation in the Spanifh American 
feas. Such a boundary deprived us of all fifhery of confe- 
quence, excepting that of whales, and even of that in a con- 
fidcrable degree. Grotius, and all the civil law writers, 
joined to what had pafled with Spain upon the fubjeft, ren- 
dered any concelEon op this head ufelefs ; j^articularly as we 
had been in the habit of exercifing the right of fifhery for 
fourteen years'back, uiider the avowed fandlion of our adls 
of Parliament. 

Another obfervation the Marquis defired to offer, which 
was, that we endangered our commercial treaty fo long de- 
pending with Spain. \Ve put to hazard, he faid, our Spa- 
nifh trade in woollens, hardware, cottony and even fifh it- 
felf; not whales indeed, but fomething mftre material^ 
namely, the cod of our fifheries of Newfoundland. And the 

f>roceeding'was the mofe unfortunate, as our trade in Spain 
aboured under many hardfhips, particularly th« AlcavaaL 
duty, which was a p^ centage upon every transfer of our 
articles fold in Spain, fo as fomctimes to amount to two-fifths 
of the prime cofl. 

But whatever increafe of fifhery or trade we had obtained, 
if it were even true that it was gained by means of the con- 
vention, the gain is not exclufive, but may be partaken in 
by other nations. The Americans had already been asaSivc 
VouXXX. E in 


26 PARLIAMENTARY A. 179a. 

in thcfc feas, as they had been accuftbmed to be in their own; 
and> by the accaunts of Mr. Meares, ' had even fome claim of 
difcovery in their favour, by proving Nootka Sound to be 
part of a large ifland. Ruffia had perhaps a ftill clofer intereft 
in the cafe. 

It was farther to be noticed^ that, if trade and fifhery 
(hould increafe under the convention in thefe diftant Teas, the 
experience of Newfoundland made it clear that a fleet muft 
be provided to proted both of them ; which yet, in cafe of 
war, would, together with the objecSls defigned to be pro- 
tecSted by it, be likely to fall into the hands of a fuperior force, 
always on the fpot ; and thus lofe to us the very naval 
ftrength we defigned to create by them. In fhoct, cv«ry 
thing proved the abfurdity of having a nurfery for feamen at 
fo great a diflance.. 

The experience of Newfoundland had ferved to convince 
us of another thing admitted under the prefent convention, 
namely, the mifchief of concurrent rights. There was not a 
Sea OflBcer, who could not witnefs from his own experience, 
or what he had heard, the fuccefEve difputes which had oc- 
curred at Newfoundland, till diftin6k lines were drawn^ and 
all interference prohibited by the peace of 1 782. 

Ic was fingular to find the convention ftipulating, on our 
fide, that the moft eflFe<9ual meafures fliould be taken to pre- 
vent our navigation and fiftiery being made a pretext for illicit 
trade with the Spanifh colonifts, when it was notorious that 
we could not prevent contraband trade upon our own coafts at 
home, jclofe to the very feat of our Governipent. How then 
was it poflihle to prevent quarrels upon this fubjeft, arifing 
from the guarda coft;is of Spain? • ^ 

The convention, in (hort, feemed big with evils, and this 
was the more to bfe lamented, as the Spanifh pofleffions in 
the parts in queftion were probably not worth many years 
purchafe to Spalii. Before our engaging therefore in the dif- 
cuffion, it would have been wife had the matter been pro- 
perly inveftigated, and the public opinion duly taken, as 
well as the value of the whole properly weighed ; efpecially 
taking into confideration the confequences of war in regard 
to taxes, which no man could tell^ let our fuccefs be what it 
might. « 

His Lordfliip concluded with jlating the following reafons 
for calling on every reflefting man to^vote on the prefent oc- 
cafion, however difppfed he might be on other points. Firft, 
to manifeft to Spain, that the public of this country had not 
' changed its opinion advifedly, whatever might be the condu6): 
Qf its Minifters; and difdained to take any ungenerous ad* 
vantages. Secondly, to prove the fame things to Europe at 
l^g^jr ^ud that we are as forward as any nation whatever to 

Jiften 
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liften to the voice of philanthropy, and philofophy and peaee, 
which as a nOble Lord (Rawdon) had ftated, was, fo happily 
for mankind, gaining ground fad in every civilized nation. 
Laftly, to aflift in preventing future Minifters either from 
falling into di£5culties of a limilar magnitude with the pre- 
fent, by the a£ls of unauthorifed individuals, on the one 
hand, in tiroes lefs favourable to the eveiit of them; or from 
being forced into them, on the other, by a fenfelefs clamor, as 
happened to that great Minifter of his day, Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, though living in clofe cQnfidence with Cardinal Fleury ; 
and whofe fate therefore it would be difficult for Minif- 
ters, lefs able and lefs refpe£led, in fuch cafes to avoid. 

Lord Grenville made his maiden fpeech in this Houfe, in Lord 
anfwer to the Marquis, to the following purport. He cbn- Grenville^ 
tended, that if any thing more than another made the con- 
ftitution of England deHrable, it was the diilin£l authority 
which it gave to Government to negotiate, unihackled by 
the legiflature, pending the bufinefs, and refponfible only on 
its conclu(ion« No one paper, his Lordfhip faid, was want- 
ing in addition to thofe already produced to elucidate the bu- 
finefs, on which the Houfe had to determine : for here was 
the meffage of His Majeily, containing the injury; and 
fairly ilating what would be the reparation that fhould fatisfy* 
Here was the convention, fliewing that f'le reparation was 
complete, as it was originally propofed, and unlcfs it could 
be fhewn that the fatisfa£tion did not come up Co thepropofal, 
or that there was ground to fufpedt raisftatement; if they 
thought the money faid to he fpent had been mifapplied ; or 
that fome other grofs malverfation had occurred ; he faw no 
folid ground for calling upon Minifters to difclofe what 
never could be done without indelicacy, and perhaps dan- 
ger. 

His Lordfhip then entered at full length into the Articles 
of the convention, to ihew the benefits we had obtained, 
both to our fifhery and fur trade ; and in particular he an- 
fwered that charge of Lord Landfdown, which imputed to 
Minifters a change of the pacific fyftem in which they fet 
out. He faid^ he was utterly ignorant of any one of 
the intrigues that the noble Lord had afcribed to them. 

Lord Vifcount Storm9n$^ in a mafterly difcuflion of the Vifcount 
treaty of convention, ftated, that we had in truth conceded Stormoat^ 
rights which we poflefled by the law of nations; in as much 
as that law gives us leave to fettle where no other power had 
pre-occupancy ; and by this agreement we deprived our- 
felves of that right.% In like manner, his Lordfhip faid, . 
the navigation of the South Seas was always claimed on th^ 
principle of its being an open Sea ; and he was well informed 
that the moft valuable part of the fifhery was at the diftance 

' E2 ^ 
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of iive leagues from fliore, whereas we were debarred by the 
convention from coming within ten fea leagues. 
Marquis The Marquis of Lanfdown (in reply to Lord Grenville) 
of Lanf- fofe to fay, that he fliould confine his anfwer to a few points. 
4own. 'j'jjg purport of his fpeech had certainly been mifunderftood, 
for he had feld6m or never rifen to fpeak in that Houfe, with- 
out infifting that we ought to have a ftrong executive and a 
ftrong legifl4tive power. , The executive was to take the 
fead, and when it had done its work, it was to be refponfihle, 
in the perfon of its MinifterS) to the legiflature. That it had 
been the objefb of the late peace to put an end to every thing 
that was concurrent, and make every thing as diftindl as 
poflible; but that the prefent treaty confounded and mixed 
•every thing, and brought back that concurrent fyftem, 
which had never left us without difputes with France about 
the Newfoundland fifheries for many years, when he had 
been in a fituation to witnefs it. He concluded by faying, 
that he was at no time for making undue conceffions, but he 
never could confent to put the fafety of the nntion at ftake, 
and incur the expenqe of millions, for individuals afting 
without one fubordination in purfuit of what was nothing 
worth. 

The Houfe divided on tjie previous queflion ; 

Contents - 29 

♦ ' Proxy - - I 

. Not Content? - 65 
Proxies - - 8 

— n 

Majority ' - 43 
The addrefs was then carried in the affirmative.' 
The Houfe adjourned. 

« 

T^uefdajy %\Jl December. 

This day being appointed for taking into confuleration the 
petition of the Rev. Edward rynewell Brydges, clerk, claim- 
ing the title and dignity of Baron Chandos of Sudeley, Caun- 
fel were called to the bar, and after fome time, the Chair- 
man reported progrefs, and the farther confideration of the 
faid claim was, upon motion, adjourned to the firft day of 
February next. 

The bill for farther continuing the a6l of the laft Parlia- 
ment relative to the importation and exportation of corn, 
was prefcnted, and read a firft time. 

Petitions were prefented from Lords Napier and Somer- 
ville, claiming a right to have been returned among the fix- 
tccn Peers at the late eledlion. 

The 
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The Lord Chancellor took an opportunity of drawing the Lord 
attention of their Lordfliipa to the petitions that had been re- Chancel* 
ceived refpedling the Scotch Peerage in that Houfe. To- lor. 
morrow, he faid, would be the laft day of receiving them, 
according to appointment. He therefore thought, that on 
Thurfday their Lbrdihips fhould take the fame into their 
Tiew, and difpofe of them in fuch a way as fliould appear to 
be the moft proper one of being adopted on the occafion : 
perhaps, to have them taken into confiJeration that day 
month might be a fufficient time ; it was what was allowed 
in all cafes of appeal, though a longer period might be found 
neceflary with regard to the petitions in queftion. His 
Lordfhip faid, he was by no means inclined to hurry on a 
confideration before due notice ihouid have been given to all 
the parties concerned. In doing this, however, there cer- 
tainly occurred fomc difficulty^ Ail perfons concerned or - 
ipterefted, Ihould undoubtedly have notice ; but it was not 
fo eafy to afcertain who thofe perfon,s were. • In fome of the 
petitions, it was apparent to their Lordfliips, that noble 
Lords were fo alluded to therein, as to put it out of all doubt 
but that they would attend that Houfe. In other petitions, 
certain noble Lords were fo (lightly concerned, that moft 
probably they wquld not think it worth their while to come 
from Scotland. In feveral petitions, the implications were 
of fo general a nature, it was hardly pofllble to tell who they 
would affcft. In fome it was flated that the petitioner 
ought to have been returned, but did not ftate who of thofe 
returned ought not to have been returned. Again, many of 
. the voters were faid to have no right to vote, without men- 
tioning who; and yet all perfons whofe rights and privileges 
were callecl in queftion by thofe petitions, ought moft cer- 
tainly to have notice given of it, in order that they might 
have an opportunity affbrdt^d them of attending their Lord- 
fliips. He would, therefore, fubmit it to their Lordftiips 
to confider of thofe petitions on Thurfday, and then arrange 
then^ in fuch a manner as their Lord{hips fhould think pro- 
per. The wav, no doubt, would be, to refer them to a 
Committee ; but firft, all perfons interefted therein ftiould 
have timely notice. 

Vifcount Stormont faid, he was very fure that whatever vifcownt 
mode the learned Lord recommended, it would deferve their Stormont. 
Lordftiips* approbation. A great difficulty, however, oc- 
curred in his mind, in the petition his Lordftiip then held in 
'his hand, and which had been received from Lord Somerville. 
In that petition it was flated, that certain Lords had not been 
allowed, to vote, although tbey had a right fo to do But 
who were thofe noble Lords ? The noble Vifcount thought 
this extremely pbfcure at leaft, but owned, though he faw 

the 
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the evil, he did not at that moment fee the remedy that was 
to be applied. 
Lord The Lord Chancellor replied, that he had not feen the pe- 

Cban<:cl- tition. What he had mentioned, had bten on the petitions 
lor, prefented before Lord Somerville*s. With refpeft to that pe- 

tition, it would of courfe be referred with the others to the 
Committee, and it would then be determined^ whether the 
allegations therein contained were fufficient or not. 
Lord Lord Cathcart obferved, that Lord Somerville had, by no 
Cathcart. means, refted much on the part felefted by the noble Vif- 
count, but that he had merely mentioned it, in cafe the other 
allegations in his petition covild not be thought fufficient to 
fupport his cafe. 

Vifcount Stormont faid a few words in reply. 
The Lord Chancellor ended the converfation, by obferv- 
ing, that he would look into it again on Thurfday. 

The Houfe then went into a Committee on the Land-tax 
bill, Lord Cathcart in thp chair* After th^ preamble of the 
bill had been read, 
Duke of The Duke of ^or/e/iS rofc. His Grace faid, he had obt- 
Norfolk. ferVed a very dangerous innovation in this bill, which might 
lead to flill farther and more dangerous intrufions upon the 
ancient and legal method of paffing thofe bills. As the law 
had for a long period of time ftood, all perfons who held pa- 
tent places under Government were confidered as in the ac- 
tual enjoyment of freeholds, and paid land-tax, in the diftridl 
where their offices were iituated, in the fame man,ner as other 
freeholders, and other perfons liable to be afTefTed to the land 
tax. This was a very great hardihip upon the diftridl in , 
which the offices were fituated, as the other inhabitants and 
proprietors muft make up the deficiency, His Grace did not 
mean at prefent to make a format oppofition, but he thought 
the alteration bore very bard'upon the parilh of St. Margaret, 
the inhabitants of which, he underilood, were utterly unac- 
quainted with the circumflance. They, at leail, ought to 
have had notice to have been prepared to make the proper 
application for relief. His Grace farther oUerved, that he 
knew that the Tellers received back the tax at the Exche- 
quer ; and therefore it made no diiFerence to them ; but tfiat 
was a circumflance which did by no means recompenfe the 
diftrifl: in which their offices were fituated ; for it was eafy 
to confider that four lliiljings in the pound, upon near twenty 
thoufand pounds, was an objeft of confiderable magnitude. 

The Lord Chancellor profefled himfelf ignorant of any 
fuch alteration. 

Lord Grenville and the Duke of Norfolk held a private 
converfation upon the woolfack with his Lordfhip, after 

which 
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which the bill paffed the Committee, and Lord Cathcart re- 
ported it to the Houfe, 
' The Houfe adjourned. 

7%urfday, Q,7^d December. 

Lord Grenville moved, " That the petitions prefented by 
** the fevefal noble Peers of Scotland, complaining of the 
" late eledtion and return of the Peers to reprefent the 
** Peerage of Scotland, be referred to the Committee of 
« Privileges.'' 

The motion, was agreed to, and the following orders were 
made : 

" That the feveral Lords petitioners do give notice to the 
" feveral parties interefted in the faid petitions." # 

*< Thtit the feveral Lords petitioners have liberty to be 
** heard by Counfe', if. they think fit; and that the feveral 
*^ perfcns interefted in the matter of the faid petitions, or 
" whofe titles may be affeded thereby, may alfo be heard by 
" Counfel, if they thijik fit. , 

** That no proxies be ufed on any quefiion in this Houfe 
" relative to the matter of the faid petitions." . 

The feveral motions having being read by the Lord Chan- 
:elIor,^ 

The Earl of Lauderdale obferved, that he did not under- Eirl of 
[land that either of the motions made by the noble Lord, Laudcr- 
vent to order the returning oflBcer to attend, or to furni/h dale 
he Houfe with a lift of the ele£lion poll, or arty of the . 
»ooks or papers refpe£ling the late choice of the Scotch Peers. 
This his Lordftiip thought extremely neceilary, and it was 
10 more than what had been.done in the year 1708, and in 
he cafe of Lord Dumfries and Loill Rutherford. The 
•nly queftion, in hii opinion, was, whether the parties 
hould have to procure the papers and documents that would 
\e wanted, or whether they fliould be ordered by the clerk of 
he Houfe. In the one cafe, the expence would be paid by 
he individual, and in the other cafe, by the Public. 

Lord Grenville did not think what the noble Lord had 
lentioned, at all neceflary in the prefent ftage ©f the bu- 
nefs. 

Lord Cathcart explained why the returning officer, and the Lord 
apers named, had not been ordered on the prefent occalion. Cathcart. 
1 the year 1708, his Lordftiip faid, and in the other cafe, 
lere had been a formal complaint agaiuft the returning of-* 
cer, and on that account he had been ordered to attend their 
K)rd(hip8. 

The £arl of Lauderdale^ in reply, contended, that it was Earl of 
Fecifely on this ground that he had mentioned what had Liudcr- 
illen from him ; for if he could read, there certainly was <^>^«* 
I • contained 
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contained in the prefent petitions matter of complaint againft 
, the returning ofiicer, and tlie records ; from which circum- 
ftanccs^ he thought the Houfe ought to adopt what he had 
begged leave to recommend to their confideration. 
TifcouBt Vifcount Stormont faid, he could not altogether agree with 
StormoDt. his noble friend. He could not fee, for his part, any charge 
againft the returning officer, which coilld juftify their or- 
dering him up to their bar. With refpedt to the papers, he 
thought they might be very neceflary in the inveftigation of 
the feveral cafes* 
Ld.Chan- The Lord Chancellor was of opinion that nothing more was 
cellor. npceflary, at prefect, than to fend the petitions to a Com- 
mittee of Privileges. What papers, he afked, could they 
fend for? It was impoffible for them to tell what they ftiould 
want, till. they came to examine into the petitions. In his 
opinion, the firft thing was to look into the allegations fet 
forth in them, and fee what evidence would be wanted, and 
having done fo, to caufe it to be produced. With regard to 
fummoning the returning officer to attend, he could fee no 
occafion for putting him to fo much inconvenience and ex- 
pencr. Suppofe, for inflance, they were to have that offi- 
cer's attendance, and alfo all the papers and documents 
thought requifite by the noble Earl, it might fo happen that 
when the day for taking into confideration the petitions, 
fliould arrive, the parties petitioning might withdraw their 
petitions For thefe, and many other reafons, he thought 
it belt to let the matter reft as it was, until the petition^ 
Ihould come under their Lordfhip^' confideration, when they 
might make fuch orders thereon, as fhould be found expe- 
dient in the farther profecution of the inquiry. His Lord/hip 
allowed what the noble Earl had ftated, of the year 1708, 
and of the cafe of Lord Dumfries, to be perfedlly right, but 
they were by no means analogous to the prefent one ; the 
eicvStion of 1 7 08, in particular, had been rude and barbarous 
beyond all example *There was fcarcely any records then 
to be found, and little more than -mere memorandums on 
loofe bits of paper. All the proof the petitigners in the pre- 
fent cafe wanted, was open to them ; and when they came 
under confideration, it would remain for their Lordfliips to 
confider how far the evidence would go in fupport of what 
they had feveral I y fet forth. 
Lord Lord Kinnoul faid, he was utterly unable to conceive 

Kinnoul. what inconvenience there could poflibly be in agreeing to 
what the noble Earl had propofed. Moft certainly the evi- 
dence called for wQuld be wanted, and their Lordfhips might 
as well have it at firft. But the proper way of proceeding, 
his Lordfliip was of opinion, would be by examining all the 

circum- 
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circumftanc^ of the Idte efeAion^ and then detertsihing who 
ought to have been chofen, 

T^ht Lord Chancellor repVied, if the noble Lord jhould beLd.Chaa* 
thought, by what he had faid, to have put the matter fairly cellor, 
at iffae, the production of every neceffary information would \ 
undoubtedly be proper, but he ftill adlicred to his former opi- 
nion. 

The Earl of Lauderdale and Vifcount Storrnont feverally 
rofe again, and pointed put chargei againft the returning o/- 
ficer, and alfoagainft the l:eeord9. ' , 

The Lord Chancilhr once more (juittinig the woolfack, faid, Ld.Chau* 
no returning officer was to be f^mmoQed to that Houfe for ^^^^^^'^ 
an error, unlefs it was a ctiminal one* No man was to be 
charged with an error of the judgement ; and with regard 
to the records being defaced, that might be, and yet no of- 
fence committed. Records that were defaced^ provided they 
could be read, were never the worfe for that, but equally as 
good as if they had never been defaced in any manner what- 
ever. 

The motions were then put, and feveraily agreed to. 

Vifcount Storrnont wifhcd to Jcnow if any day was to be 
named fpr taking the petitions into cpnfideration* 

The Lord Chancellor thought the mpft proper way of 
proceeding was, to get all the 4>etit ions, and paper$ annened 
thettfto, before the Committee, and then to appoint a day 
for coniidering them. 

Mr. Gilbert, from the Commons, brought up the Malt 
hill, which was afterwards read a iirft time, and ordered for 
9 fecond reading on Monday. 

Mr. Gilbert afterwards prefented the additional Malt bill, 
which being read a firft time. 

Lord Grcnville pointed out the obje£ls of the bill, and de- Lotd • 
ipnded the principle thereof. It V^as, hts Lordfhip faid, toGrcnyillf. 
.5infwer demands which Govemn^ent had incurred on account 
of tHe late naval arftament ; but when the advantages that 
It had been produdilve of to this country, came to be pro- 
.perly confidered, ani duly weighed, he trufted no one would 
think the expence too great on the occaiion. The bleflings 
of peace had been preferved, and the credit of this nation was 
jraifed to a higher ^itch than ever. The purpofe of the bill 
too vas only of a temporary nature; it was to raife the fum 
pf 8oo,oool., and when it had done that, there would be an 
end of the bill. This, he faid, would take up a fpace of 
Jittle more than four years : he therefore trufted, that the 
burden for fo fhprt a period would be chearfnlly acquiefced 
in. The noble Lord then moved, « That the faid bill be 
" read a fecoiri time on Monday next ;" and the fame was 
Vox. XXX. F \ agreed 
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agreed to, and the Lords ordered to be futHKioned accord- 
ingly. 

^he Houfe adjourned. 

Monday^ 2^th December • 

This day the Houie met porfuant toAhe adjournment of 
kft week. 

The bill top continue the aft relative to the importation 
and exportation of coni) was read a third time and paf- 
fed. ' 

The Malt bill, the AflTeffcd Taxes bill, and the Diftillery 
bill, were read a fecond time and committed to a Comtnktee 
of the whole Houfe to-morrow. 

The order of the day being read for the fecond reading of 
the bill for laying additional duties on malt, and thequeiVion 
being put, that the faid bill he now read a fecond time. 
Earl of '1 he Earl of ^/;/«^«/ obferved, that however unwilling he 
Kinnoul. was to give any oppofition, or occafion any delay to fo dif- 
ficult a part of the office of adminiftration, as that of impof- 
ing additional burdens on the people, yet the tax propofed on 
malt was of fuch a nature a<; he fhould wifh decidedly to op- 
pofe; and which, if he could not fucceed in this, hefliould 
move to be put off for fome time* It was a tax impolitic, 
oppreffive, and unjuft. Malt was already taxed fo high, 
tl^at it could not bear any additional burden. Any new tai^ 
rouft be hurtful to the revenue, for though it might increaft 
the fum paid for any given quantity of malt, yet by diminilh- 
ing the confumption, it could not but affeft the whole pro- 
duce of the duties on that article, which were already fo 
high, that he h^d had it in agitation to move for a repeal of 
part of the duties already impofed. Their Lordfiiips were 
• not perhaps apprized of the rate at which barley, in its vari- 

ous forms, was already taxed. If they were not, the enu- 
meration would aftpnifti them. As malt ortly, it was taxed 
at the rate of ten (hilling and Sxpcnce per quarter. The ad- 
ditional duty of threepence per bulhel wouid raife it to twelve 
{hrllings and fixpence per quarter. When to this was added 
the land tax, and the duties on beer, which he feverally cal- 
culated, it would be found that the raw commodity, which 
brought the proprietor of the foil on which it was raifed 
about nine (hillings, paid to Government, in its feveral 
ftages, above two pounds ten Hiillings. The firft principle 
, of tinance, his Lordftiip obferved, was that no article (hould 

be taxed too high, that there ihould be no exorbitant duties, 
the efFeft of which always was to opprefs the fubjefl: and di- 
miniih the revenue. If the calculations he had ftated were 
well founded, which admitted of no doubt, the prefent taX 
^as an ^addition to duties already overcharged. 

~ It 
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It was partial and unjuft, his Lerdfhrp faid, as it fell cbiefljy 
if not folely, upon the laboriours peafant and the induftrious 
mechanic, a clafs of the community which more than any 
other was entitled to the attention and protecStion of the 
Houfe. For though the opulent paid for that quantity which 
they confumed, to them the tax was by.no means an obje£l« 
Its ill coitfequences w^e likely to be confined to the fmaller 
isanufaflurers and hufbandmen, the moil ufeful and merito* 
rious body of the people. With them it would operate in 
fupfrefling private breweries, afpecies of domeftic induftry^ 
which deferved to be protefied and encouraged ; and in driv- 
ing them from their own houfes and families to the alehoufe, 
where they might contra^ habits of diffipation, ruinous to 
their healih> their morals, and public utility, ^gainft theib 
.obje£lions was urged, he faid, the fmall fura, at which the 
tax was rated* This was, however, to be eftinvated ac- 
cording to the abilities of thofe upon whom it fell. Small 
as the fum might appear to thofe in more opulent circum- 
fiances, yet, to the poor, the repeated payment of fuch a fum 
became a matter of Jerious confideration and grievance. 

1 h( ij Lordjfhips he fuppofed, knew, that upon every' 
new impofition, the tradefman took occafion to raife the 
price of their commodity three or four times the value of the 
tax ; fo that every new tax gave rife toextortion- much more. * 
exorbitant than the fum which it was intended to 'exa ft. It 
had been likewife faid, that it was meant only to be tempo- 
rary. On this head, however, he was not inclined to give 
much credit to the aflbrances of Minifters-, nor did he iup* 
pofe that they would be willing to drop it, if they fhould find, ' 
as they now certainly cxpeftcd, that it was a produftive tax, 
Bcfides, if it fhould have the bad confcquences, which he ^ 

had enumerated, before it fhould have accompliihfd its pur^* 
pofes, themifchief would be already done, audit would then 
be too late to counteraft it. He concluded with moving, 
** That the fecond reading of the bill fhould be put off till 
** the I fl of February, 1791?" 

The Dy^ke of Monirofe oh(ex\ex\ that the impoffibility of Duke of 
impofing taxes which would not fall heavy upon fome jclafs ^®"*''^*^' 
of men, was well known to every one. But if there was 
Smy grievance in the prefent tax, it fell upon the rich and not 
on the poor, as there was a much greater proportion laid on 
f(Tong than fmall beer. The fum, however, in both cafes, 
wasfo fmall, that he apprehended it could not be produftive 
of any bad confequences, either in occafioning inconvenience 
to the one, or preventing the hofpitality of the other. If it 
fhould produce any fuch bad confequences the temporary na 
tureof thetaxgaveat leaft a fecurity againft their coutinu- 
ance. If the tax was to take place, it would, however, be 

F a prop^t 


|6 PARLIAMENTARY A. i79d. 

proper that it /hovrld be pafled at once, as any delay in the 
forms would give thofe who were intereAed. an opportunity 
of providing fuch a ftock of malt, as for theprefent year at 
leaft would deprive Government of a great part of the ad- 
vantage to be derived from the tax. On thefe grounds be ©p-» 
pofed poftponing the fecond reading* 
Lord Lford St or mint was not furprifed that the prefent tJ|x (hould 
Storraont. be fo much preflfed, at a moment when that veil of delufioni 
which had been i'o long and carefully held up by roiniftryi 
was to be torn away from the eyes ot the people. He faid, 
we were, now within a few weeks of the boafted millennium 
of 1791 ; the period when it had been promifed that the pub- 
lic receipt ftiould exceed the public expenditure in a fum of 
eight hundred thoufand pounds annually, to be applied to the 
tcdudtion of the national debt. Whereas, it was evident^ 
from the experience of paft years, that the expenditure had 
exceeded the recQJpt, and, that inilead of reducing any part 
of our prefent burdens, we fliould be under the neceffity of 
.eontradling additional debts, or impofing additional taxes, 
HisLordftiip faid he was fcnfible of the neceffity of paying 
expences which had been once incurred, and whatever he 
might think of the occaiion from which they had proceeded^ 
he could not hut approve of the plan of the Minifter, which 
propofed to defray theni as early as poffible* But of an ad-r 
ditional duty on malt, he could by no means approve. The 
articb was already fo loaded with impofition that it could 
not admit of any additional burden. Barley in its different 
fiages contributed the greateft part of the revenue, and, alto- 
gether, afiorded no lefs a fum thanjhree millions eight hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, 

It was highly impolitic, the noble Vifcoant faid, to attempt 
to drain this fource of natiojial wraith by additional exac^ 
tions. Such additions might be fatal to the revenue, by ex- 
haufting its refources; becaufe abranclvof revenue was al- 
ready highly produ6live, it ought not to be faddlcd with ad- 
ditional impodtions. It might be loaded with burdens 
above what it Qould bear. A new tax did riot always pro- 
duce an acceffion of revenue : while it increafed the fum paid 
for a particular quantity, it might diminifli the general con- 
fumption. This was the cafe in the prefent inuance. The 
revenue arifing from malt, taking the average of the three or 
four laft years, would be found to be on the decline. Jle did 
not ftate any one year, as the diminution then might be owing 
to a failure of the crop. 

The fmall fum indeed, at which the tax was rated, might 
be urged as an argument againft its producing any eiFe6k of 
this l&indi ^t the fum was by no means fo fmall, confider- 

ing 
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in^ that part of th« community on whom it fell; and the 
-many additions which had already been made to the duties on 
malt ought to prevent any farther increafe. As a confe- 
quence of the diminifhed confumption of malt> the importa* 
tion of foreign fpirits .had greatly increa&d. For the year 
1789, the importation of brandy had been one million eight 
hundred thoufand gallons, about dre hundred thoufand gal- 
Ions more than had been imported the year preceding ; and 
ftnuggiing was by no means extinguifiied. This could not 
be attributed to the operation of the commercial treaty, or 
the diminished duties, as all thefe advantages had been en- 
joyed in 1788 without producing the fame effedl. The con-" 
Tumption of Britilh fpirits had increafed in a ftill greater pro- 
portion. The quantity for 1788 appeared to have been two 
hundred and twenty- two thoufand gallons, and for 1789 
four hundred and eighteen thoufand, nearly double of the pre- 
ceding year. 

But befides all thefe circumftances, there were others, arif- 
tng from the nature of the tax itfelf, which had been men- 
tioned by the noble Lord who made the motion, as induce-r 
ments for poftponing the confideration of it. Notwith- 
fianding what had been alledged by another noble Lord, it 
was a tax which fell not upon the rich, but upon the poor, 
it was in its tendency partial and unjuft, it was diredled 
againft a clafs of the community whom they were more efpe- 
cially bound to protefl, as they had now no other proteiSlors ; 
it fell upon the indwftrious poor, and the fmaller farmers, 
who were accuftomed to provide themfelves at home with 21 
fimple and wholefome l^everagc. Every thing which tended 
to interrupt or difturb the uniform fimplicity of their liv^s, 
mufl be confidered as hurtful. In confequence' of this tax^ 
they would be fent to the alehoufe in queft of the refrefhment 
which labour made neceffary ; they would be feparated from 
their families, expofed to the influence of bad company, and 
tempted to indulge in the ufe of fpirituous liquors to excefs* 
The efFedls to their induftry and morals muft be pernicious^ 
There were people in the country, who were placed at fuch 
a diftance from a brewery, that unlefs they fupplied them-i 
• felves, they had only this fatal refource left. To drive thi$ 
moft ufeful body of the people to fuch a refource, would b« 
attended with mifchiefs, which no acceffion to the revenue, 
far lefs fuch an inconfiderableone as was to be derived from 
the prefent tax, could comprnfate. It was fiiid, that the du-^ 
ration of the tax was to be fhort, and he would not arguQ 
with his noble friend,^ who preceded him, that the Minifter, 
if he found it produ<Sive, would be unwilling to repeal it. 
But were the efFeft of it to be fuch as there was every reafon 

to apprehend, would the ccflation of the lax cure the mif-^ 

chief 
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chief it had done } Would the man who had been driven from 
the comforts of domeilic life, and habituated to the riot and 
diffipation pf a common alehoufe, forget the vicious habits he 
b;(d ac(]Uired, and return to the calm and temperate enjoy- 
ments of his family ? Would the man whole tafte had been 
vitiated by the ufe of fpirituous liquors be capable of reliOi- 
ing the plain and homely beverage with which he had been 
formerly contented? Such fudden tranfitions were not to be 
txpeQed from men who bad little to dire£l them but the im- 
pulfe of their habits^ when experience convinced us that the 
beft education) and the moft cultivated underilanding, was 
Aot always equal to tlie exertion* 

It had been'foggefled, his Lordihip faid, that a perfonal tax 
was preferable to a tax on confuniption^ a poiition which 
from what little knowledge he had of finance, he was by no 
means readj to admit as generally true. But^ when a large 
fum of money was to be raifed by a tax of (hort duration^ 
a perfonal tax was undoubtedly preferable to fuch a tax on 
confumption as the prefent* When the perfonal tax expired^ 
all the evils attendant on it expired with it; but of a tax on 
confumption, which tended to injure the morals, the health, 
and the habits of the people, the advantage was traniitory, 
the evils permanent and unlimited. 

He did not expe£l, he faid, that his argument would make 
much impreffion on their LordAiips; becauie he recollefled 
. how inefieAual his oppofition had been, to the ihop tax, . 
which the Minifter pertinacioufly maintained againft argu-* 
ment and againft reafon* All that he had been able to urgs 
againn that tax had made very little impreffion on their Lord* 
Ihlps' minds, till experience brought about that which argu- 
ment could not ef!e£i. The tax had been repealed in another 
place, and the repeal being fent up to their Lordfiiips, was 
then agreed to without a fingle diilenting voice* 

Equally unavailing, bis Lordihip faid, had been his oppofi'" 
tion to the excife on tobacco; and he had little doubt but 
time would effeft that relief to tl^ofe who were aggrieved by 
the excife on tobacco, and thofe who were likely to fuflFer 
by the pre%nt tax on malt, which it had done for thofe who 
complained of the {hop tax. But by the repeal of the fliop 
' tax all the inconveniences that accompanied it were removed ; 
and fo would the inconveniences of the excife on tobacco in 
z great meafure. Not fo would the evils of this tax. They 
would long be felt after the lax ceafed to be productive. Un- 
der fuch circumftances, the bill, if not wholly dropped, . 
ought not to hit pafled witli fo much incautious hafte. Time 
ought to be given to col left from the various parts of thp 
. country, which it would moft. materially afFeft, information 
refpe£ling its tendency and its probable confequences. His 
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Lordfliip concladed wtrh faying he was therefore of opi* 
11190 that the fecond reading ought to be poAponed till after 
the recefs. 

Lord Grenville rofe next, and commenced his fpeech with Lord 
faying, that he had always been defirous of difcufiing every Grenville. 
queftion on its own proper grounds. Their Lordffaips would 
pot therefore expe£i that he fhould fay any thing on the (hop 
tax that had been repealed, or on the regulations for prevent- 
ing frauds in the colledion of the duties on tobacco, which 
had been introduced collaterally into the debate,' and which, 
he conceived, to have no connexion with the merits or de- 
merits of the prefent tax. As little did h« feel himfelf hpuhd 
to notice what the noble Lord had thought proper to intro- 
duce refpefling the ftate of the public revenue and expendi- 
ture. That fubjedk had been before introduced in a dilcuffioii 
to which it had as little relation as to the prefent, the debate 
on the convention, under tlie idea, he fuppofed, that from 
the concern he had had in another place in the report of a 
Committee on the ftate of the public receipt and expendi- 
ture, the fubjeJSl muft always be proper, provided he was pre- 
fent. On that fubjeit, however, Lord Grenville faid, he^ 
would not enter into any debate till the proper documents 
were before their Lordfhips. That period was faft approach- 
ing, and: when it did arrive, he trufted that the noble Lord, 
who had mentioned the fubjedl before, or the noble Vilcount 
who had alluded to it now, would bring it regularly before 
the Houfe. It would then appear, that their calculations 
were as ill-founded, as their mode of introducing them was 
unieafonable: and that the ftate of the public receipt and ex- 
penditure was fuch as all their Lordftiips, and every man; 
who felt as an Englifliman, would rejoice to penile. The 
prefent tax, his Lordftiip faid, made no part of th§ permanent 
exjienditure of the country. It was part of a fyftem of 
finance to which, as a whole, he had not heard afingleob- 
jeflion ; of a body of taxes brought forward to defray an ex- 
traordinary expence within a fliort period. Of the objefts 
to obtain which, that expence had been incuned, their Lord- 
ftiips had, ex prefted their approbation. That they ought to 
be defrayed there could be no doubt, and that they ought to 
be defrayed with the leaft poffible lofs of time, had been gene- 
rally admitted. Taxes, to be produdlive, muft be felt ; fo 
large afum as 8<l>o,oool. could not be raifed within the year 
without felling heavy foniewhere. The only queftion then 
was, whether this tax, ais apart of the whole, was fo ob* 
je<Slionable as to deferve to be rejefled. He would not fay, 
continued his Lordftiip, that the money muft be had, and 
therefore that the tax muft pafs. To fuch a miferable argu- 
ment h^ would not hav9 recourfe, becaufc he knevsr the fitu- 
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ation and refources of tbe country to be facfa^ that if thetax 
was improper, a fubftitutt couid be eafily found. 

Tbe noble Vircount bad faid, tbat additional duties oa 
taialt were improper, becaisfe they tended to diminiih the 
Confumption, and to leQen tbe produce of the revenue upon 
tbe whole* Were he difpofed to refort to tbe argumentum ad 
hatmnffniy be might fay that the mode of the tax was planned 
by an adminiflration, with which the noble Vifcount was 
particularly connefied, of whom the prtfent adminiAration 
were in that refped only the humble imitators. An addi- 
tional duty of (ixpence per buOiel had been impofed in 1 780; 
the noble Vifcount muft therefore difapprove of a meafure 
which he had formerly fupported, or approve of the prefent 
additional duty. This argument, however, his LordAiip 
laid, he would not preis. The tax was to be examined on its 
own merits. The principal ohjefHons he had lieard to it 
were, that it was partial, and tended to produce ill efie£l:s on 
the health and morals of the induftrious poor. Every tax 
mufl be more or lefs partial^ till that great dejiderutum .in 
finance could be found out, a tax that would JfFefl every in- 
dividual in the community in the exa6l proportion that he 
. ought to b«;ir« Could fuch a tax as this be difcovered, then 
would be an end of all other taxes ; but till it was difcovered, 
every new tax muil fall heavier in a certain degree on fome 
particular defcription of men than on others. All that could 
be done, was fo to calculate the general aggregate of taxes as 
to bear on all ranks and defcriptions of men as nearly as pof- 
fible in proportion to their ability. Now, what was the cafe 
a6 prefent } A number of taxes were propofed to raife a large 
extraordinary fum, within a fliort period. Was there any 
one of theie taies that could be faid to aiffeA the poor in the 
lead degree, except the additional duty on malt? Not one; 
and of this they would pay only a (liare. It was evident, 
that of the extraordinary aid required the poor paid perhaps 
lefs than their fair proportion. The objeQion of partiality 
was confequently done away. With regard to tbe evil con- 
feqnencea predi(3ed from it, they appeared to have no foun*- 
/dation in experience. If the former additional duty had not 
put an end to tbe private breweries, was i^ to be expefled 
that fofmall an addition as the prefent would do it } The ad* 
ditional charge per gallon ort the beverage of the poor would 
be lefs than one-third of a farthing; a charge fo finall, as 
could not, furely, prevent any man from brewing for him- 
/elf who had been accuAomed tp do fo before. It would, in- 
deed, as a noble Lord had ohferved, fall much heavier on the 
rich than on tbe poor, as the beer brewed by the former 
vvooldpay three times as muph as that ufuaily brewed by the 
latter. 
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When thfe noble Vifcount inetnione<l the great iricreafe in 
the quantity of foreign fpirits fos^Jhich duty was paid, it 
was unfair to anticipate the true anfw^r to thp argument 
which h^ built upon it. Notwithftanding what the noble 
Loi^d hadfaidof thecontinuanceof fmuggling, it was certain 
that iowering the duties on fpirits, and the vark>us whole- 
feme regulaticms adopted by the laft Parliament, had greatly 
reftrained fmaggling> and increafed the regular entries of the 
articles that were the cbjefts of it. It was equally true, that 
the wealth and commerce of the country had increafed in-^ a 
manner unexampled in any former period, and that the (itu^ 
atiou of the poor had been fo much improved as to enable 
them to confume much greater quantities of excifeable com- 
modities than they had ever done before. To thcfe caufes was 
the increafed confumption of Britiih and foreign fpirits to be 
attributed, and not to any diminution of tjje private brew- 
eries by the increafed duties on malt; The advantage to the 
l^rivate brewer over the common brewer was ftill fo great, 
being nearly in thd proportion of two to one ii? point of duty, 
as to afford fufficient encouragement to all, who chofe it, to 
brew at home. Conceiving, on ihefe grounds, that the tax 
was neither partial, nor likely to produce any evil con fc- 
quences, his Lordfhip faid he was of opinion that it ought to 
pafs. And as the operation of it was to be but temporary, 
and there was an evident advantage in bringing the produce 
of it to account as foon as poffible, it ought not to be delayed, 
becaufe delay would afford the means of evading it,' at leaft 
for a coftfiderable time* 

Lord Loughborough faid he was happy to hear from autho- Lord 
rity, that the finances were in a flouufhing fituation ; that Loughbo- 
the public receipt exceeded the public expenditure, and that r«ugh. 
there was no piffling exigency for money which called for 
inftantly paf^ng the tax, Thecircumftance of their Lord- 
Ihips being funiimohed to difcufs tax bills at a time ufually 
allotted to recefs from their parliamentary duties, might 
have induced a fufptcion that the demand for money was too 
urgent to be delayed. But as they had been relieved from 
any apprehenfion on that account, he hoped the urgency of 
paffing a rctrofpeSive -tax, a mode of taxation not very 
ttfual, would not be Confidered fo very preffing as to preclude 
confideration. The making of malt was not a procefs that 
could be mtich haftened; and it feemed hard to be attaching * 
the tax to the ftock in hand, to that which men had provided 
under other circumftances, and wilhoftt any expectation of 
an additional duty* When the noble Lord faid that he and 
his colleagues in office were only the imitators of a former 
Adminiftration, in laying an additional duty on malt, it 
would becdme tlieir wifdom to confidcr what had been the 
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effe£t of that addition, and whether experience bad not proved 
that any fubfequent addition Would be injurious, not only 
to the revenue, hut to the people. Befides, the ciicumftances 
of the times were widely diftierent. The additional duty of 
llxpence per buihel had been impofed in lybo, a period of 
great and urgent neceflity, in the moft expeofive year of a 
nioft expetii ve war. The prefent was declared to be a period 
of no neceflity, when wealth and commerce were daily flow- 
ing in upon us, and when, of courfe, other taxes could be 
readily found. Much as he refpeded the noble Lord at the 
head of AdminiAration in 1780, he was perfuaded that no* 
thing but the necefTity of the time could have induced him 
to adopt that mode of raifing money, and that he would 
not have adopted it, had he been aware of all its confequences. 
The eiFedt of the repeated additions to the duty on malt, bis 
Lordfliip faid, had been a great diminution ot the quantity 
confumed, and a very confiderable decreafe of the old du-> 
ties, not lefs than feventy thoufand pounds. If then the ad- 
ditional fixpence in 1780, had produced lefs than it was cal- 
culated to produce, and reduced the produce of the old re*-' 
venue, the value of the duty now propofed was to be efti- 
mated only by the furplus left after dedu«5iing what it might 
be expedted to take from the produce of the exifting duties. 
It was to be confidered that exorbitant duties not only dimi- 
niftiedconfumption, but tempted men to fubflitute other ar- 
ticles for the commodity fo exorbitantly taxed. He needed 
not inform their Lordfliips that the brewers were acquainted 
with various fublHtutes for malt in brewi]hg, and that on th^ 
beer ptoduced from thefe fubftitutes, they obtained a draw- 
back for duty that had neyer been paid. This operated in 
the nature of a bounty, and with the addition of fuperior 
ikill and better uteniils, gave them fuch an advantage as the 
private brewer could not contend againft. In the town of 
Leeds, before 1780, he could not recolledl the precife date, 
there was but one common brewer, and his whole flock in 
trade amounted only to three thoufand pounds. It would 
not be.jmagined that the parifh of Leeds, containing more in* 
habitants than fome counties, was fiipplied with beer from 
fuch a (lock as this. The faOt was, that the people were 
fupplied by their own private brewing, whiqh was now 
nearly fupprefled; and fince that period, the number of 
commpn breweries that had been.eretSled in all parts of the 
country was inconceivable. The induflrious poor who were 
thus prevented from brewing for themfelves, could not be 
all fupplied from the common brewery. It was erroneoufly 
fuppofed, that they all lived in towns where they could have 
accefs to the common brewery. Many of the manufacturers, 
and many viha were partly manufacturers and partly farmers, 
i . were 
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Were fpread over the face of the country, at fuch a diftatrce 
from any public brewery, that, the carriage would far ex- 
ceed the amount of any duty. And thofe who were prevent- 
ed from brewing for themfelves, a more ufeful and induf- 
triou8 fet of people than the manufa£lurer$ colledted in towns, 
had no refource but in thealehoufe, or the ufe of fpfrituous 
liquors. The effe<£l of the additional duties on malr, h;.d ^ 

been to reduce many of this clafs of people to ihele extremi- 
ties, and the eSt& of the addition now propofed would 
greatly extend the evih 

Their Lordihips had been tojd, that the additional duty 
was fo light, as'hardly to be felt by the poor. The preffure 
of every burden was felt in proportion to the weaknefs of 
him ^ho bore it. Few of their Lordihips,. he was afraid, 
could form an adequate idea of the effedl of any additional 
duty on a neceffary of life to the poor. It had been faid, he 
believed by Montefquieu, " that a Farmer General, after 
dinner, would iign an order, by which a whole province 
might be reduced to beggary and want ; and no man could 
accufe him of Inhumanity, becaufe in the firft moments of 
indigeflion, it was impoffible for him to conceive that people 
could die of hunger." Thus it was, his Lordfhip faid, that 
man's reafoning was clouded by the feelings incident to their 
own iituation in life* Let the tax, however, be confidered, 
and the annual amount to a poor man would be found to 
be heavy. Allowing a gallon per day for the confumption 
of a family, an additional duty of one- third ofia farthing 
per gallon would be five Aiillings a year. What would their 
Lordihips t;hink of a capitation tax to that amount on every 
adult male of the induftrious poor? Would they not repro- 
bate the idea as unjuft^ oppreflive, and cruel ? The efFe£t of 
this tax was ftill worfe, as it tended to corrupt their morals, 
injure their health, and ruin their induftry. In Yorkihire, 
and other counties, it was ufual for the farmers to allow 
their labourers beer. Was this duty no burden on them ? 
It tended not only tp injure thofe who were immediately 
employed in the manufacture, but thofe who were employed, 
in raiung the materials of tixanu£a£lure, and he was confi- 
dent would be felt much more in the increafe of the poor 
rates, than the increafe of the revenue. It was alfo partial 
in its operation, partial as it would apply ; although gene«- 
rally impofed by the letter of the bill, it would afie£l thofe 
counties only, where beer was the common beverage of the 
people, while the cyder counties, and great towns where the 
common brewer fupplied the whole demand, were totally 
exempted. 

There was alfo another objeflion to it, his Lordfhip faid, 
which would be more properly difcufled in the Committee. 
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The drawback allowed to the brewer on llrong beer was er- 
roneoufly calculated, and gave a greater allowance on agiveit 
quantity of beer than the amount of the duty paid on the 
malt employed in brewing it. For all thefe reafons, he 
thought time ought to be given to confider, and to colle6J: 
information from thofe parts of the country in which it was 
likely to be moft felt, Thofe who were to fuffer by it were 
feparated and difperfed. They could not hold meetings to 
confult on their common grievances, and excite a clamour 
againft a tax. As it was meant to be temporary, its being 
<:6ntinaed for fix weeks longer than was at firil intended^ 
could be of little confequence^ and this was all the inconve- 
nience to be apprehended from the prppofcd delay. If, on 
inquiry, it fliould appear to be a proper tax, the people 
would fubmit to it with more chearfulnefs, when they knewr 
that it had not been impofed upon them, but on mature con- 
iideration, and a cautious regard fqr their circumftances. 

' The queflion, ** That the bill be now read a fecond time," 
was put and carried. 

The bill was accordingly read a fecond time, and ordered 
to be committed .to-morrow. 
The Houfe acljourned. 

Wednefdayy 29/i December. 

This day His Majefty came to the Houfe and being feated 
on the throne. Sir Francis Moiineux, Gentleman Ufher 
of the Black Rod, went to the Houfe of Commons, and 
commanded their immediate attendance. 

As foon as the Speaker of the Houfe pf Commons came to 
the bar of the Houfe of Lords, he addreffed His Majefty to 
the following effeft : 

♦^ That His Majefly's moft faithful and loyal Commons 
'* had cheerfully provided the neceflary fupplies for defraying 
** the expences incurred by the armament lately entered into 
** for the maintenance of the honour, and fupport of the 
'' dignity, of His Majefty's Crown, That in providing 
" thefe fupplies, His Majefty's faithful Commons had ar 
*^ dopted a principle, which, although it would in fome de- 
*^ gree incr<*afe the temporary burthens of the country, 
*< would add no permanent load to the national debt, and 
** would afford to furrounding nations a ftriking proof of 
" the internal ftrength and copious refources of the king- 
** dom, at the fame time that it would hold out an ej^ample 
** to pofterity and form a precedent, which it was the ardent 
*^ hope of His Majefty's faithful Commons future Parli^- 
** ments would follow." 

The Speaker then read the titles of the feveral bills of fup- 
' ply which he had brought with him from the Houfe of 

Commons^ 
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Commons, an<f delivering them one by one to the clerk, 
bumbly intreated His Majefty's moft gracious concurrence. 

After which His Majefty retired, and the Commons 
withdrew. 

The Houfe was> uposi motion, adjourned to Monday the 
3 1 ft of January. 

fVednefday^ 2^d Fdruaryj 179 1. 

The order of the day having been read for the fecond ^ 

reading of the bill, to diflblye the marriage of John Walford, 
the younger, with Sophia Elizabeth Jeanes, his now wife, 
and to enable him to marry again, 

Counfel were called to the bar, and the bill read, which 
briefly is as follows: 

That John Walford, on the 29th of November, 1781, 
married Sophia Elizabeth Jeanes, and until the 16th of 
February 1789, they (cohabited together, and had three 
children, one of whom is living. That on the faid 16th of 
February, 1789, his wife abruptly left him, and entered into, 
?ind carried on, an unlawful familiarity with Thomas Valen- 
tine Coolc, Efq. and the faid John Walford hath not, fince 
that time, cohabited with her; but /he hath, ii nee her faid 
adulterous cohabitation, had iflue. That he commenced an 
ad! ion againft Thomas Valentine Cook, in the Court of 
King's Bench, at Weftminfter, in Trinity term, 1789, and 
obtained a judgement with damages. That he alfo exhibited 
a libel in the Confiftory Court of the Bifhop of London ; and 
on the 9th of July, 179D, obtained a definitive fentence of 
divorce. That, as the faid Sophia Elizabeth hath diflblved 
the bond of marriage, the bill prays, that the marriage 
bond may be made void, and that it may be lawful for the 
faid John Walford to marry again : then follow the other 
ufual claufes contained in bills 01 this kind. 

Mr. Park, as Counfel, was heard in fupport of the bill, 
and witneffe^s were called to the bar, to prove the feveral 
allegations; arid being withdrawn, tl\e bill was, upon mo- 
tion, ordered to be committed to a Committee of the whole 
Houfe the next day. 

The Houfe adjourned* 

I'hurfdayy 24th February. 

This day the Houfe in a Committee of privileges, took 
into further cohfiderat ion tlie petition of the Earl of Selkirk 
and the Earl of Hopetoun ; after hearing Sir John Scott in 
reply, and after a converfation between Lord Kinnoul, the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Stormont, and Lord Grenville, it 
was moved to poftppne the further confideration until Mon- 
day next* 

The 
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The Houfe in a Committee on Mr. Walford'a divorce bill 
went through the fame, making an amendment; the report 
V was upon motion ordered to be received the next day. 
The Houfe adjourned. 

Friday y 2^tb February . 

This day Counfel were cajied to the bar to be heard on an 
appeal, wherein Magdalane Barbari De la Mottc is appei- 
lant, and Sir William Jardine of Applegirth, refpondent; 
a ientence of divorce having been obtained by the refpondent 
againft the appellant in the Commifiary Court of Edinburgh. 

The ground of appeal was, that the only witiiefs who 
fwore to a pofitive aft of adultery ought not to be believed, 
he having depofed, that he faw things through holes bored 
in the door of a bedchamber, and over the bed, which by the 
fituation of the premifes, it was phyikally impoflible that 
he could have feen. 

To prove this, a model of the bedchamber and furniture, 
&c, was offered in evidence, which their Lordfhips did not 
think proper to infpe£t, and affirmed the fentence of the 
Commiflary Court* 

Lord Grenville brought down a meflage from Bis Ma- 
jefty, which was read by the Lord Chancellor. It intimated 
. JHis Majefty's intention of new modelling the conftitution of 
Canada, and forming a divifion of that province into Upper 
and Lower Canada; and of allotting lands to the fupport of 
Proteftant clergymen. And required their Lord/hips to take 
the fubjedt under conilderation. 

Ordered to be laid upon the table, and to be taken into 
confideration on Wednefday. 

The Houfe adjourned till the next day. 

Monday y 2 8/ A February^ 

Counfel were called to the bar to be further heard on 
the appeal of Morehead and Ednionftone, and the Counfel 
on both fides having been fully heard, the Interlocutors 
complained of were affirmed. 

Lord Grenville rofe, and after 4 few introduflory words, 
moved, , 

** That an huirble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, 
•* to return His Majefty the thanks of this Houfe for his 
** moft gracious meflage, and to aflure His Majefty, that 
•* this Houfe will concur in fuch meafures as may be moft 
*^ conducive to anfwer thcj feveral purpofes therein men- 
•' tioned." 

The fame was upon motion ordered to be prefented to His 
Majefty by the Lords with white ftaves. 

Mr^ 
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* 

Mr. Walford's divorce bill was read a third timei and 
pafied. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Tuefday^ ijl March. 

The Houfe in a Committee of privilegesi took into fur*i 

ther confideration the petition of the Earl of Selkirk and 

Earl of Courtoun. As foon as the Chairman bad taken the 

Chairi 

Lord Kinno6l rofe, and after a fpeech of fome lengthy 

concluded with moving, 

'* That the proper officer be direded to amend the certifi* 
cate, or return, by inferting the names of Dunbar Earl of 
Selkirk, and James Earl of Hopetoun, without preju- 
dice of petitioning againft the merits of the return fo 

'^ amended.'* 

After a debate^ in which the Duke of Montrofe, Lord 

Scormont, Lord Loughborough, the Lord Chancellor, &c. 

fpoke, the motion was, by leave of the Commttteei with* 

jdrawn. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Thurfday^ ^d March. 

In a Committee of Privileges^ Loid Cathcart in the 
chair, the petition of the Marquis of Abercorn was read^ 
complaining that his vote had been rejected at the lafl elec- 
tion for (ixteen Peers to reprefent in this Parliament the 
Peerage of Scotland. 

VHcount Stormont thought it would Amplify the budnefs vifcount 
before their Lordfhips, and fave much time, were their Stormoti. 
Lordfhips to hear and determine upon all thofe petitions 
which had been prefented from Lords who had maintained 
or denied the legality of the votes given by the Marquis of 
Abercorn and the Duke of Qucenfberry, before they pro- 
ceeded to the other petitions* His Lordihip faid he would 
make no motion on the fubjed^, till the Counfel had finifhed 
their pleadings, but^wiihed that the refolution of the Houfe, 
** Thar no Scotch Peer, being created a Peer of Great Bri- 
*^ tain fince the Union, could have a vote at the elediion of 
*' the fixteen Peers for Scotland,'* might be read. 

The re/olut ion being read, the Counfel, Mr. Elliot, pro-^ 
creded to open his cafe, upon the petition of Lord Abercorn, 
who had fent a (igned lift, accompanied by a certificate from 
the Sheriff of Edinburgh, of his taking the proper oaths in 
order to qualify him to vote at the laft ckflion of Scotch 
Peers, which certificate and figned* lift had been reje<9ed by 
the clerks at the meeting at Holy rood Houfe : of this his 
Lordfhip's petition complained/ and the Counfel called evi« 

denct 
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dence to prove that he had taken tbofe oaths. A witnefs 
being examined, who fworetoacopy of the original certi- 
ficate, which he had feen the Sheriff of Edinburgh fign, the 
Counfel on the other fide obje6led to the copy of the certi- 
ficate being admitted as evidence, becaufe the laws expreflly 
ftated that the certificate fhould have been delivered Into the 
Peers at tbeir meeting at Holy rood Houfe, when they met 
for the purpofe of cleSting fixteen Scotch Peers to ferve in 
Parliament. 1 hey farther contended, that there was no 
proof offered or addtsced of that certificate being laid before 
the meeting; it was therefore incompetent to be received as 
evidence at the bar of the. Houfe of Lord^. 

This brought on a converfation between the Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lorad Stormont, Lord Kinnoul, and Lord Loughbo* 
rough, upon the admiffibiJity of the evidence. 
^X.d.Chaii« The Lord Chancellor (aldy he was as willing as the noble 
oelior. Vifcount td fhorten the delay of the proceedings, and would 
readily adopt any meafure that could tend to that point. He 
was, however, doubtful, from fome queftions that had been 
put to the evidence to-day, and the anfwers given, whether 
the cafes of the Duke of Queenlberry and Lord Aberconi 
were precifely fimilar. His Lordfliip was of opinion, that 
their Lordfhips (hould receive the evidence offered; and 
after ftating his mind fully on that fubjc6li ^e made fome 
very pointed remarks on thecondudt of the clerks or deputies 
of the Lord Regifter, at the ele6li6n. He faid, the minutes 
of the eleflion at Hjolyrood Houfe, were the moft confufed, 
and the moft foreign to thefubjeft, as records, of any Court 
that he had ever feen. It mattere;d not to the merits tf the 
eleflion, if the ableft and beft fpeeches that could be made, 
had been fpoken by any of the noble Lords prefent. The 
only matter, his Lordfhip afferted, that ought to appear upon 
the record was, the proceedings of the eledlion, and the 
clerks had no title whatever to introduce matter irrelevant to 
that eledlion. He wifhed that the certificates might be read 
as evidence, but referved all opinion on, or inveftigatioa 
into, the validity of thefe vo^es for future difcuffion. 
Vifcount Vifcount Stormont explained,, and likewife noticed the con- 
Stormont. du6t of the clerks at the laft ek6li' n of Scotch Peers at Holy- 
rood Houfe, which he con fidered then, and now, as highly 
improper* In place of being purely minifterial, as their of- 
fice furely was, they had affumed even, a di(^atorial capacity* 
over the Peers, which he, for one, and he believed all other" 
Lords, never thought they poffefled* 

Upon the motion of Lord Granville, the Committee ad- 
journed till Tuefday next, v^hen Counfel are to proceed. 
The Houfe adjourned. 
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Thurfdayy lOth March. •• 

In a Committee of Privileges, heard Counfel farther on 
the petitions relative to the ele^ion of Scots Peers* The 
Counfel concllided on the petition of the. Marquis of Aber- 
coni> and were heard in part on that of the Duke of Queenf- 
berry; 

Lord Loughborough faid^ that he had now in his hand a ^^ • 
plan for regulating the mode of proceeding, which, if adopted, *-®"g"^®* 
he was of opinion, would fave both the time of their Lord- '^"^ ^ 
Jhips, and the expence of attendance to the parties. This 
plan, he faid, he would now depofit in writing with the 
clerk, and meant on Tuefday to fubmit it to the confide- 
ration of the Committee. If it ihould be approved of, h^ 
meant to give. all the Lords who were interefted in the par- 
ticular queftion, an opportunity of coming forward with 
their claims; and if they flbould not embrace this opportu- 
nity, to prevent them from afterwards arguing over the fame 
points. 

Farther hearing adjourned till Tuefday, 

The following is a Copy of Lord Loughborough's Plan for 

regulating the mode of proceeding on the feveral Petitions 

. refpe£ling the Ele&ion of Peers to reprefent the Peerage 

of Scotland : 

'^ Queftions that arife upon the feveral petitions prefented 
to the Houfe, relative to the election of the Scots Peers : 

"^L The validity of the votes, under the titles ofCaith- 
nefs and of Ochiltree, is impeached on the ground that the 
claim of thefe titles is depending before ihe Houfe, by the 
petition of the Earis of Selkirk and Hopetoun. 

" This objedlion, as applied to the return, the Committee 
has in effect laid afide ; but as applied to the merits^ of the 
election, the fame objeftion occurs upon the petftion of the 
Marquis of Tweedale, &c. No. 6. 

-" II. The right of the Marquis of Abercorn and of the 
Duke of Qtieenlberry to vote at the laft eleflion, aflerted by 
their pet^itions, No« 2 and 4, and the benefit of their voteii 
as tendered at the laft eledtion^ is claimed in the following 
manner, viz. 

" The Earl of St^jiir, by his petition, No. 13, infifts to 
add to the votes in his favour thofe of the Duke of Queenf- 
berry and the Earl of Abercorn. 

" The Lord Somerville, by his petition. No. 7, and the . 
Earl of Galloway, by his petition, No. 12, infift to add the 
vote of the Earl of Abercorn to the votes in their favour. 

" III. Ten titles are brought intoqoeftion, viz. the titles 

Vol. XXX. H of 
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of Belhav/|n, Napier, Lindores, hy the petition of the Mar-* 
quis of Tweedale, &c. No. 6. 

** The titles of Rothefay and Newark, by the petitions 
of Lord Somerviile, No. 7," Lord Napier, No. 8, liarl of 
Galloway, No. 12, Eari of Stair, No. 13. 

<< The titles of Moray and Damblaine, by the petition of 
Lord Kinnaird^ No. 10. 

** The title of Lord Fif<^ which was not admitted at the 
ele£lion, js aflerted by the petition. No. 9 ; and the benefit 
of his vote, as tendered, is claimed by the petition of the 
Marquis of Tweqdalc, &c. No. 6. 

** The titles of Caithnefs and of Ochiltree are in iflue, 
upon the petitions referred by His Majefty's order to the 
Houfe, and alfo on the feveral petitions refpeding the laft 
election. 

"Of th<jre ten titles, fix have been voted on at former 
eledions, four have not. 

" The allegations of the feveral petitions arefo inexplicit, 
that it does not appear from any of them on what ground 
objeAions are made to thofe in poileffion, nor in what man- 
ner thofe who are not in pofTeflion claim their right. 

*' It feems neceffary, therefore, that the Committee fhould 
require the objections, and alfo the claims to be fpecifically 
fet forth by the feveral petitioners who have undertaken to 
maintain them. 

** IV. The qualification under which the votf of the Lord 
Kinnaird, and as proxy for the Earl of Dyfart and Lord 
Cranlloun was given, is impeached by the petitions of Lord 
Somerviile, Lord Napier, Earl of Galloway, and Earl of 
Stair. 

" V. The qualifications under which the votes of the Earl 
of Rofeberry, the Earl of Deloraine, Lord Vifcount Dum- 
blaine. Lords Sinclair, Lindores, Fairfax of Cameron, were 
given, is Impeached by the petition of the Marquis of 
Tweedale, &:c. ^ 

** The ftate of both rhefe ohjecSlions will appear upon the 

-documents before the Colniiiittec, aiid the force of the ob- 

jeftions may probably depend upon the conftru£lion of the 

a6ls of Parliament rerpe:;:ting the mode of proceeding upon 

the eiedtion of the fixteen Peers. 

'^ Befide? the parties who are before the Committee as pe- 
titioners, nine of the thirteen Peers returned as duly eledted 
have an intereft in all the quefiions, and a right to be heard 
upon them, for the only ele61ions not impeached by any 
petition, are thofe of the Eaijs of Lauderdale, Dumfries, 
Bieadalbane, and the Vifcount Stormont. 

<< Ttt brinj thefe queilions into fome method that may 

4 avoid 
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av6id ufelefs irepetition, it feems neceilarj that the Commit- 
mittee ihould direft, 

** I. The Earls of Stair, Galloway, and the Lord Somen- 
ville, to proceed according to their refpeftive interefts, to 
fupport the claims of the Earl of Abercorn and the Duke of 
Queeniberry. 

** 11. That fuch of the Peers returned as may conceive 
themfelves to he interefled in the fupport of thefe claims, may 
be heard upon them if they think fit. *, 

" III. That the agent for the Marquis of Tweedale, and 
others, deliver a flate of the objeftion to the title or vote of 
Lord Lindores and the^Lord Napier, to the agent for the 
Earl of Stair, Galloway, Lord Somerville, and Lord Na- 
pier, and alfo deliver the fame into the Committee .within 
one week. 

** IV. That the agent for Lord Kinnaird deliter in like 
manner a (late of the obje£lion made by his petition to the 
title or vote of the Earl of Murray, and of the Vifcount 
Dumblaine. 

" V. That the agent for the Earl of Stair, Galloway, So- 
merville, and Napier, in like manner deliver a ftate of ths 
objefiion made by their petitions to the title or vote of the 
Duke of Rothefay and of the Lord Newark. 

♦* VI. That a ftate of the claim pf Walter, claiming the 
title of Lord Lyle, be delivered into the Committee by hit 
agent. 

** VIL That a ftate of the claim of the perfon voting un- 
der the title of Belhayen, be delivered into the Committee by 
the agents for the Earl of Stair, &c«- 

" Vlll. That the agents for the petitioners claiming the 
titles of Caithnefs and of Ochiltree, deliver to the Commit- 
tee their refpeflive cafes. 

" Each of thefe ten titles will form a feparate queftion, 
and even if the two laft were excluded, as to the late elec- 
tion, by the preliminary ohjedtion, their right muft be de- 
cided upon their own petitions. The queftion on the votes 
of the Earl of Abercorn, and the Duke of Queenfberry, may 
be appointed for decifion as foon as the argument is clofed. 

** The two laft queftions on the qualifications, if on in- 
fpedi ion of the rolls the objeflion as to. Lord Kinnaird is 
founded in fa6t, are mere queftions of law, on which the 
opinion of the judges may be taken, and for this purpofe 
ftiould be referred back to the Houle.'* 

Counfel were called in upon the caufe of Robert Mack- 
reth, Efq. againft Mr. Fox Lane, &c. and Mr. Mansfield 

H 2 , being 
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being heard as fecond Counfel for the Refpondent, and Mr. 
Ambler in reply for the Appellant, 

Lord Loughborough moved, <^ That the decree be affirmed, 
« with aool. cofts.*' Ordered. 

Lord Kenyon prefented a bill for regulating the clerks of 
ai&ze, aflbciateS) and clerks of indictments, and a bill to re- 
gulate the diftribution of rewards in cafes of felony, and to 
enable perfons convified of petty larceny to be wituefles, 
which were feverally read a firft time. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Afdndaj^ 2 ift March. 

Counfel were called to the bar to be heard on the ad- 
journed argument of the appeal wherein Sir James Riddell 
is AppellanrC, and James Groflett and others refpondents; and 
after Counfel on both fides having been heard, as welP as 
Sir John Scott in reply, ana being diredied to withdraw, 
the Lord Chancellor left the woolfack; and, after a long 
fpeech, fubmitted to their Lordihips the judgement which in 
his opinion ought to be pronounced, which was, to reverfe 
the interlocutors complained of, and to remit the caufe, 
with certain dirc^lions to the Court of Sef&on in Scotland* 
The fame was upon the queftion agreed to. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday^ 2^th March. 

Lord Granville rofe, and faid, that he held in bis band a 
mefi^ge, which His Majefty had commanded htm to deliver 
to their Lordfhips. 

He then moved, << That the ineflage be read,** which was 
re^d accordingly. 

' GEORGE R. 

His Ma^ejly thinh it neajfary ta acquaint the Houfe of Lordsy 

that the endeavours which His Majejiy has ufed^ in conjundion 

with his allies^ to effe^ a pacifiiation between RuJJia and the 

PortCy having hitherto been unfuccefsfuly and the confequences 

which may arife from the. farther progrefs of the war being highly 

important to the intercJIs of His Majejiy a.nd his allies f and to 

thofe of Europe in general^ His Majejiy judges it requijite^ in 

order to add weight , to his reprefentationSy to make fome farther 

augmentation of his navjal force. And His Majejiy relies on the 

zeal andaffeiiion of the Houfe of Lordsj that they will concur in 

enabling His Majejiy to defray fuch additional expences as may he 

inrurred by thefe additional preparations^ for the purpofe of fup- 

porting the inter ejls of His Majrjlfs kingdoms j and of contribute 

^irtg to the rejioration of general tranquillity^ on afecure and lajling 

foundation. 
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Lord GilmviHe ttittn moved, << Thit their Lordihips do 
^* take the meilage into confideratiofi to-morrow, and that 
^^ the Lords be fammoned.'* Ordered accordingly. 

Lord Rawdtfn rofe, to call the attention of their Lord-" L«i4 
fhips to a matter which he conceived to be of great import- Rawdoa* 
ance, though in noticing it, at this time^ he might not bd 
ftridlly in order. What he meant was, the prefent ftate of 
the ti^iances of the country, which he conceived to be very 
different from the fiatement that had been given out by ad« 
zninlflration. He begged leave to remind thei^r Lordihips of 
the high language held by the noble Secretary of Sate oti that 
fubje<5>, when the merits of tlie convention with Spain were 
under difcuffion and could pledge himfelf to fatisfy the Houfe 
and the public whenever the queftion came to be argiied, 
that the ftatement of the noble Secretary was fallacious in 
the extreme, and deferved no other name than a grofs impo(W 
tion upon the public. He wilhed to be perfedly underftood,, 
and was now ready to go into the point at iflue between the 
noble Lord atid him. On his own part, he confidered it as 
his duty ; and on the part of the noble Lord, he thought an* 
accurate inveftigation into the real ftate of our finances was a 
duty which the noble Lord owed to that Houfe, and to the 
country at lajge. 

Lord GrcnviUe n fe in repy. He faid, that notwithfland* L«rd 
ing what the noble Lord had faid, he bad no hefitation in Grenville. 
repeating what he had ftated, on the occafion allttded to, 
concerning the finances of the country, which he knew to be 
in the moft profperous and flourifhing lituation that they had 
been in dnring any former period whatever, and was fure it 
would be found fo whenever their Lordfhips might think fit 
to inveftigate what he had advanced, and the grounds upon 
which he went. Hi^ Lordfhip faid he did advance this to be 
the real and true fituation of the country, whatever might be 
faid to the contrary. He mufl likcwife deny, in expri^fs 
terins, any defign in adminiftration to impofe upon the 
country, by the ftatement which the Committee had made in 
1786, 

Lord Ratvdtn faid, he could not help obferving the fludied ^ o""^ 
caution with which the noble Secretary had evaded any dited R*wd<Mi* 
anfwer on the fubje6t, which he had taken the liberty to ad- 
drefs their Lordfhips upon, both farmer) y and to-day, he- 
caufe he had made no particular motion as yet. He nov^ 
would meet the no,ble Secretary in his own way* and ftate ^ 
diftin<S, explicit, and clear propofition, in hopes that he 
Would be honoured with a complete, decifive, and full an* 
fwer. The propofition was, and he would maintain the 
truth of it, that, on the expenditure, the country had been 
amufed with an idea, that there was a furplus of revenue 
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equal to one million yearly, which was appropriated topay« 
ing of the national debt. This, Lord Rawdon contended, 
was not the cafe; and he\:ould prove to their Lordfhips that 
there was no actual furplus, but on the contrary, that the re- 
verfe of it would appear when in veftigat ion took place. In 
this fituation, -he faid, no Minifter could be juftified on any 
grounds, who involved, the country in war, or brought un- 
necefiary expence upon a nation already by far too much 
overburthened. He would therefore move their Lordfhips, 
<^ That a Comvttee be appointed to examine and report the 
** ftatc of the revenue and expenditure of the country, for the 
<^ three years, commencing the 5th of January, 1786, and 
** ending the 5th of January, 1789.*' 
Lord Lord GrenvilU pledged himfelf to meet that, or any other 

GrcnYiUe. fpeciiic meafure which the nobi^ Lord thought proper, when- 
. ever it was brought forward. • At prefent he mufl fay, that 
be thought the converf^tion which had taken place rather 
irregular; and fubmitted to their Lordfhips, and to the no- 
ble Lord himfelf, whether this was not a precipitate manner 
of introducing fo important a motion to the confederation of 
their Lordfhips, and whether it might not have been expec- 
ted that longer notice would have been given previous to the 
difcuffion of it. Having ftated this, his Lordftiip faid, he 
would fit down in expe£lation that the noble Lord would 
namfi fome future day for his motion, rather than prefs it in 
fo hafty a manner upon their Lordfliips now. 

The motion was then read by the Lord Chancellor; after 
which. 
Lord Lord Rawdon obferved that, in the examination and report 

Rawdon. which he wifhed to be made, he would not agree to any an* 
' ticipation of revenue that might he expefted in future from 
particular caufes, as forming any part of the ftatement. He 
then in reply to what Lord Grenville had jufl fpoken, faid, 
if it was more agreeable to the noble Secretary that h* fhould 
name another day, he had no ohjeflions to name Wednefday, 
«and moved, " That the farther confideration of the motion 
•* fhould be poftponed till Wednefday," which was agreed 
to. 
Lord Lord PorcheJIer rofe only to fay a few words refpefling the 

Porchcftcr prefent ftnte of our aiEurs in the Eaft-Indies. He did not 
now mean, his Lordlhip faid, Jo make any motion on the 
fubje^l; but if there was no objection to his naming Friday, 
he gave notice that he meant on that day to bring forward a 
motion for the produ6lion of certain papers relative to the war 
now carrying on in the Kaft-Indies, 

The Hpufe adjourne4. ( 

^ 7'uefda;fx, 
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Tuffday, 29/A March. 

His Majefty's meilage relative to the naval armament hair- 
ing being read, 

Lord Grenvilk faid, he rofe to call the attention of the L«r4 
Houfe to a conCderation of the fubje<ft to which the meflage Gieaville. 
from the Throne referred ; and (hould with the greater readi- 
nefs move an addrefs of thanks to His Majefty, for the im- 
portant information which he had been gracioufly pleafed to 
communicate to their Lordlhips in it, becaufe he conceived 
that there could be no difference of opinion upon the pro- 
priety of the motion, which he would have the honour to 
make before he fat down. It muft at all times, his Lordfliip 
allowed, be a difagreeable tafk to introduce any meafure, the 
confequences of which tended, in the fmalleft degree, to lay 
additional burttiens upon the people ; and there was no man 
felt that fentiment more forcibly than he did.* For certainly 
thofe who were chiefly concerned in the admintflrationof the 
executive power, muflfeel the painful talk which their duty 
impoied upon them in a degree equal to the fliare they were 
' obliged to take in that duty. One thing, however, was to 
be coh£dered as rendering the tafk leis embarraffing ; and 
that was, the neceiBty for the meafures which occaiioned 
fuch burthens, and the probability that they would be fuc- 
cefsfiil in preventing any future additions to the difirefles of 
the country. 

He then begged leave to remind their Lordfliips of what 
had pa(Ied in the beginning of the feflion, when the King's 
moft gracious fpeech from the throne was difcufled by their 
Lordfhips ; and he trufled the fame confidence in the execu* 
live Government, which had then fo eminently marked their 
proceeding, would be followed up now by a fimrlar rcadinefs 
to concur in whatever might be expedient and politic for fe- 
curing the wifties of His Majefty and the people at large, by 
eAabliflrmg and fecuring a lafiing and folid pacific fyftem over 
all Europe, To do this, the encouraging and keeping up of 
continental alliances was abfolutely neceffary ; and the coun- 
tenance and avowed approbation which their LordHiips had 
given to the fyftem of continental alliances that had been en- 
tered into, left him no room to doubt that the fame confi- ^ 
dence would be now repofedin His Majefty's fervants, with 
which they had been honoured, in a fimilar fituation, at the 
opening of this Parliament, and which nothing inconfiftent 
had hitherto merited the forfeiture of. His Lordftiip' then 
entered into a juftificatioh of the principle on which this 
augmentation of our forces was to take place. He main- 
taine'd, that policy always required that we fliouM watch 
with a jealous eye the progrefs of the various powers of Eu- 
rope ; 
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rope; for it was not fufficient that we were not immediately^ 
engaged in hoftilities; we were to fee how the power of other 
fiates increafed ; for by that iocreafe» ours might be affedted; 
' and, when that ihould appear to be the cafe, it was a duty to 
ufe our endeavours to counteraA it ; and iituated as this 
country now was, he believed there would be no difficulty 
in feeifig, that the prefent power of Rnffia was fuch, as to 
call on us to interpofeour weight to check its progrefs. Hit 
Lordlhip obfervedi that this meafure became now indifpen- 
fible; for during the courfeof the lafl two years. His Ma- 
je(ly had conftanriy endeavoured to efled: general tranquillity 
in Europe, and in a great degree theie endeavours had fuc- 
ceeded, but not altogether, fomething ftill remained to be 
done. A great part of that great work ftill remaining to be 
accompliflied. it was to this end that the meafure now be- 
iore their L ordihips was adopted; and thequeftion now was, 
whether their Lorctihips had any ground to remove from the 
Kind's fervants that confidence which they extended to them 
on former occafions, and which he truAed was not the cafe; 
after having enlarged on the neceffity of agreeing to fuch 
augmentation in our forces, as the King by the advice of 
his Miniflers might think expedient to make, his Lord^fliip 
moved, 

<< That an humble addrefs beprefented to His Majefty, to 
return His Majefty the thanks of this Houfe for his moft gra- 
cious meilage. 

*^ To exprefs our regret, that the endeavours which His 
Majefty lias ufed, in conjun6kion with his allies, to effed a 
« pacificalion between Ruffia and the Porte, have hitherto been 
unfttccefsfuU 

<< To aiTure His Majefty, that this Houfe will be ready 
% to grant the fupplie^ which may be required to make fuch 
farther addition to his naval force, as (hall add weight to his 
reprefentations, for the purpofe of fupporting the interefts of 
tbefe kingdoms, and of contributing to the great and im- 
portant objeA of reftoring the tranquillity of Europe, on a 
fecure and lafting foundation/* 
BarlFitt- ^^^ FUziwilUam rofe immediately after Lord Grenville. 
nvilliam He faid, be was not a little furprlfed that their Lordftiips 
fhould be called upon in that abrupt manner to give their 
confent and approbation to fentiments fraught with confe- 
quences the moft dangerous, as well as the moft important, 
without having heard from the noble Secretary of State, or 
any other perfon connedlcd with adminiftration, one fyllable 
of information, or any thing that could in the leaft explain 
either the prefent ftate of our continental alliances; what had 
occafioned the neceffity for another armament and another 
leadof axptnce and taxation upon the country; what were 

the 


the meafures that had been pux:fued by His Majefty^s Minis- 
ters, to avoid thecalamity which they had plunged the coun- 
try ipto; or what nieafure they meant to purfue to extricate 
the country from the deftroflion that feemed to be approach- 
ing from the conduft that had been followed' by thofe in 
power. Decency, and a regard to the dignity of that Houfe, 
his Lordihip thought, might have induced the noble Lord to 
have given fome explanation ; and he hoped flill fomething 
farther would be given before their Lordlliips were called 
upon to give their votes. Leaving the country entirely in 
the dark as to the caufes and motives of their condu£i and ac- 
Itions, was not the way to obtain that implicit confidence 
iwhich ftemed to be fo much the objedi and wilh of Minif- 
ters. 

His Lordfliip, after this, took a view of the relative fitua- 
Cions of the continental powers in Europe, and the advan- 
tages or difadyantages that m^uft attend Great Britain^ from 
being more or lefs connected with each; and he contended 
that going to war upon the pretence, which rumour flated to 
be oq? only pretence againfl the Emprefs of Raffia,, would be 
unjuft, impolitic, and in everyway detrittental to the in<^ 
terefls of this country* His Lordihip faid when he mentioned 
rumour, he did not mean to argue from it ; but it was impof* 
fible for him, or any other noble Lord to*»pgi» upon the 
caufe of the prefent armament, when thofe who alone could 
fatisfy the cour>try upon that point, had refuted the leafi 
trace of information. As to augmenting the naval force, it 
might be neceflary, for any thing that the Houfe knew to 
the contrary, but few could fay that they knew from what 
caufe that neceffity exifted. About two years ago anaddi* 
tion often thoufand ipen had been made to the naval efta- 
blifliment of the country, in times of peace, and he believed 
that number was perfefUy fuf&cient for a peace edablifliment. 
Upon the prefent application, they were not told what the 
increafe was to be ; for what purpofe; or could they obtain 
any one piece of information that could throw any light upon 
the (ubje£^. A eonilderahle increafe of that eftabliihment, 
his Lordfhip hid befides what he had mentioned, had been 
kept up fince November laft; and after all, it feems more is 
required. In his opinion, if Miuiflers knew^ or fufpe^ted 
that any fuch augm^tation of naval force would be requintQ 
fo foon, it would have been much better for the country had 
they not difmantled the fleet, and difbanded the feamen, at 
the time which they did; though, perhaps, the contrary 
fyftem was more adapted to that myfterious fecrecy, and am* 
biguous conduft, which attended all the meafures of the pre^ 
fent Cabinet. His Lordfhip called upon Minifters for exr 
planation ; and confidered it as a duty they owed t(» the coun^ 
Vot. XXX, 1 ^ try. 
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try, and much more becoming thofe who a£Ved properly and 
confcientioufly, than commanding, as it were, the Hoafe tp 
jagree to their roeafures, from a blind confidence, that could 
not be too much reprobated, and for which no foHd reafon 
ever had, or ever could be given. The noble Earl, for 
thefe reafons, thought proper to move an amendment to the 
addrefs, which was to leave out all the words after the firft 
fentence, concluding, " for his moft gracious meflage;" 
and to infert in their room the following: 

" To exprefs our fincere concern that His Majefty's bc- 
f^ nevolent intentions to reftore the bleffings of peace to thdfe 
*^ diftant parts of Europe that are expofed to the calamities 
f* of war, have not yet produced the defired efFe6^. That 
^^ uniformed as we are of the caufes tliflt may have interruptcj 
^* ' the fuccefs of His Majefty amicable intcrpofition, but 
*^ moft anxioufly folicitous to maintain the unaffailed tran- 
f* quUlity of His MajeHy's dominions, and to improve at 
<* home the bleffings of peace, we can on thii occalion only 
** exprefs our dutiful and loyal alTurancee of fupport, when- 
*' ever the honour and intcrefts of His Majefty*s Crown 
** Ihall appear to he threatened, and teftify pur reliance on 
*^ His Majefty's paternal care to preferve, uninterrupted, 
*^ that fortunate fituation which this country now enjoys, of 
" entire amity with all the powers of Europe." 
yifcount Vifcount Stormont ftconded the amendment. He did 
Stormom. not however, mean, he faid, to argue the fubjeft in this 
ftage of the bufinefs, becaufe he hoped the noble Secretary of 
State would fay fomething or other fo far explanatory, as at 
leaft to give the Houfe an opportunity of underftanding what 
he had fet out with. He, for one, muft have drank deep 
indeed of the river of Oblivrbn, and fufFered much from the 
oblivious ftream, wh^n he acknowledged that he could not 
remember any thing that had paffed in the former debates of 
this feffion, that could in the fmalleft degree induce, far lefs 
pledge, their Lordfhips to agree to another armament, with- 
out knowing or being informed by thofe who did know, 
.what caufe made that meafure neceflary. He conceived it to 
be neither improper nor unfafe for the noble Secretary of 
State to mention to what period or what vote he ailmled. 
That fome e:q)lanation was neceflary, appeared evident, his 
Lordfliip believed, to almoft every noble Lord prefent; and 
whatever information or explanation they were to g^t at, cer- 
tainly muil come with greater weight from the noble Secre- 
tary, or fome of his noble colleagues in office. For the pre- 
fent, his Lordfliip faid, he would content himfelf with put- 
ting this one fimpIequeftion,fand that was, whether the pre- 
fent armament wa« occafioned by any fudden and immediate 

caufc;^ 


A:ijgji D E B A It E S. 59 

Qaufe, or whether it was in confequence of any breach of 
fubGfting alliances with the continental powers in Europe? 

After a paufe for fome minutes, and no anfwer being 
given. 

Lord Torchejiet rofe, and exprefled his indignation at the Lord 
condudt of His Majefty's Minifters in ohftinatety perfifting Porchcfter 
in filence, on a fubjedt which called in his mind fo much for 
explanation, (ince it would plunge the country into an ex- 
penfive ws^r on account of powers whofe afFairs in no fort 
concerned us. His Lordihip reprobated in warm terms, the 
proje6t$ of the Miniiler, and faid, he was almoft tempted to 
wifli that France had at prefent recorered its vigour, that 
flie might have been able to have oppofed fome check to the 
career of his ambition. His Lord (hip cenfured the conven* 
tion of the lad year; and declared, that another of the 
Minifter's projefts, viz. the war in India, a war merely of 
conqueft; was in the higheft degree reprehenfible, as he flat- 
tered himfelf he ihould be able to prove from the papers on 
the table, when they came to be difcufled next Friday. He 
contended^ that the country was incapable of fuppot ting th^ 
expences of a war, that the peafants w^ere (larving, manu- 
fa6tures (hackled, and that the revenues then raifed were an 
anticipation of the nerves and finews of pofterity, who were 
to be plundered and deprived of their rights for the purpofe 
of fupporting the fchemes and projefts of Minifters, and of 
leftoring the fortrefs of Oczakow to the Turks. To main- 
tain thefe obje£ls of mad ambition, the Minifter, his Lord- 
ihip obferved, was fhaking public CreJit to its foundation, by 
feizing on the dividends due to the creditors of the ftate, and 
by exhaufting the treafure of the country. So convinced 
was he of the folly and impolicy of themeafure, that his 
Lordfliip declared, that he would not only refift it in the tirft 
inftance by his vote that day, but he pledged himfelf to op- 
pofe the fupplies when they fhould be moved for, in order to 
carry the meafure into eiFe6l, and in every other fliape in 
which it might hereafter come before the Houfe. 

The Earl of Carl'tjle objeAed to the addrefs on fimilar Earl •£ 
grounds. As the matter flood at prefent, his Lord (hip conr Carliflc 
tended that it was impoflible for the Houfe to know whe- 
ther they were then called upon to provide ^n armament to 
aflift Pruffia in any of her fchemes, or to fupport the Turks. 
They could not vote the addrefs hut upon confidence, and 
confidence merely, and he begged to* know upon what 
ground Minifters called for fuch confidence ? Did they reft 
their claim upon their conduft laft year? By that conduft 
and by the fubfequent meafures, he could not tell whether 
the armament which had then taken place, had really been 
iatended to adl againft Spain, or to aifift Sweden. If the. 

I 2 prefent 


6o PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791. 

prefent meafure was in contemplation when the King's fpeech 
was delivered, why did Minifters difarm ? Why not ufe the 
force theyr then had afloat? As it was, the fleet had only 
ferved to pillage the public, and to make a fliow between the 
Ifle of "Wight and Portfmouth. The Earl faid, if we were 
refolved to enter into continental alliances, we ihould have 
made fpch as would have been moft likely to have proved 
ierviceable to us, m\d have confidered that Ruffia was the 
natural ally of this country. We had neglected to cukivate 
the friendlhip of the Emprefs, and now we were going ta 
provoke her ftill farther* His LortKhip argued very ftre- 
nuoufly upon the impolicy and the fruitfulnefs of a war 
with Rttflia, and faid, that called upon, as the noble Secre- 
tary of State had been, he ought, out of refpeft to the 
Houfe, to have given an anfwer; b»t it had been the plan of 
the prefent Minifters to treat that Houfe with lefs refpeS, 
than had been the praftice of any of their predecelTors in 
oflice ; they came down, therefore, and without offering 
any explanation of the meafures they prOppfed, they called 
01 pon their Lordfhips to give, them implicit confidence» and 
vote whatever they defired. His Lordfhip reprobated this 
condu£l ; and having called upon the noble Secretary to fay 
whether the conduct Minifters were about to purfue, was 
in confequence of any obligation they had entered into by a 
fpecific article of any treaty ; he concluded with declaring, 
that he would fupport his noble friend'^ amendment. 
Lord Lord GrenvilU complained of the unfairnefs of taking ad- 

Oicnvillc. vantage of the conduft which a fenfe of his duty obliged 
him to purfue in that Houfe, and imputing to him a difrefpedl 
for the Houfe, becaufe he did not think it incumbent on him 
to anfwer a queftion ptit to him by an individual Member. 
No man entertained a moi^e profound refp^f): for the Houfe 
than he did; but his Lordfhip faid, he hoped he fhould not- 
fo far forget his duty, in the fituation in which he ftood, as 
to anfwer any qvieftions that might be put to him, the reply 
to which might be produftive of confequences prejudicial to 
the public intereft. His Lordfhip faid, he did not think 
liimfelf called upon, by any thing that had been faid, to 
explain, furthet than he had done in prefacing the motion 
for the addrefs, which he had the honour to make ; and as to 
any other topic that had been introduced in the debate, this 
was not the time for difcuifion. When any fpecific motion 
was before the Houfe, relative to continental alliiinces, or 
any other bufinefs that the adminiftration was concerned in, 
His Majefty's Minifters would always be ready to meet it. 
The duty he owed to his Sovereign, and to liis countty, at 
prefent prevented him from going more at length into the 
caufes and immediate ftate of the differences that exifted; 
I V but 
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but in anfwer to a queftton put bj one noble Lord, he would 
fay, that the war was a war or expediency, and not occa- 
floned by any treaty that this Court had entered into with 
Pruffia, nor any treaty of alliance with any power what* 
ever ; but he would repeat it, that from the prefeut exifiing 
circum^an'ces, the war was judged expedient. 

Vifcount Siormont rofe to claim the indulgence of the YifcouBC 
Hoafe, while he went more fully into the fubjed. Till now Stormmt^, 
his Lordiliip faid, he had avoided going into debate, becaufe 
really there was nothing to debate; Minifters having ftu- 
d^iouny avorded giving any thing that had the moft diftaot 
appearance of explanation on the great and important bull- 
/lefs to which they called their Lordihips* attention. 

The noble Secretary of State had not yet faid a great 

deal, his Lordffaip obferved, but he was happV that he had 

gone fo far, though ftill much in the way 01 explanation 

was wanting, before their Lordfliips could make up their 

minds upon the fyftem which Miniflers had adopted. Before^ 

however, he entered into anv debate, he would beg leave to- 

{ay a few Words upon con^dence. But from his opinions 

now,* and'th» iituations which he had formerly been in, he 

approved of a proper confidence being given ; and he trufted 

it always would be given to tbofe who were entrufted with 

the executive government, to (hew, as far as their fyftems- 

could be fafely explained, that their condufl merited the 

confidence which they required. How far this was the cafe. 

now, the noble Vifcount faid, their Lordihips were the beft 

judges; but he could not help thinking it an indignity to 

that Houfe to fee Minifters come down with fuch dan^ 

gerous propofitions as they had been accuftomed to of late,, 

jwithottt either offering of their own accord, or giving, 

when particularly called upon fQ to do, one word that 

could explain the fyfiems they were following, or intitlc 

them to approbation in any other way, thaii from that blind 

and defhti61iv« confidence, which of all other circumftances 

was the moft likely to bring ruin even upon the beft efta- 

bliihed and happieft cohftitution that any country could 

poffibly enjoy. % 

His Lordlhip then complimented his noble friends who 
had, by their arguments, drawn from the noble Secretary 
the only matter of confequence which they had heard from 
Minifters on the fubje£t; and that was, that the war into 
which this unhappy country was plunged 1 had been brought 
on merely becaufe Minifters, in their fuperior wifdom had 
thought it expedient ; at the fame time this expediency, he ob 
fervei^ was of fuch a nature as not to be vifible to any humaa 
knowledge but theirs, and was to be kept fo fecret and unex- 
plained to tvcry body elie, that their Lordftiips muft ap- 
prove 
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prove of it by agreeing to the noble Secrttary's addrefs^ 
liierely from their confidence in Minifters, without any other 
ground or poflibilicy to found their knowledge of this exp«-' 
diency. 

As far as he could lenrn^ the noble Vifcount faid, there 
was a fyftem of cont mental alliances perfedlly new, adopted 
by adminiftration; fuch as, he believed, no. former Cabinet 
had ever thought of. Thip, if it were an improvement^ 
might proceed from better information and judgement than 
former Cabinets had poflefled ; but being of fo concealed a 
nature, it was impoffible for men to whom it had not been 
better explained, than to him, either to defcribe it^ or argue 
upon it. Neither would he debate upon what public report 
ftated to be the grounds of a quarrel, which had terminated 
in war. He (hould be forry if there was any foundation for 
that report ; but he doubted much, when the truth came to 
be known, though then it might be too late, that the expe- 
diency, which appeared to the noble Secretary^ would not 
appear to the Houfe, or to the nation. He, on the con- 
trary, had reafon to think that it was provoked by the 
haughty and imperious terms which Minifters had demanded 
at tlie Court of Peterlburgh; and which their vanity had 
Jed them to demahd, in a manner no lefs arrogant than im- 
probable to be liftened to ; and which had involved them in 
their prefent predicament, they having gone too. far either to 
fucceed in their wild and extravagant propofals, or tQ r«treat 
without contempt from others, and mortification to them- 
felves. 

He did not pretend, his Lord(hip faid, to know exaftly 
what thefe terms were. It had. been currently reported that 
we had demanded that Ruflia fliould give back all that fhc 
had obtained by a fuccefsful war, a propofal that was too ri* 
diculous to meet wiih the leaft attention from the Emprefs, 
or from any power, in the fame fituation that RufEa ftands 
now. With regard to the claim of Ruflia, it was known to 
every barber and newfpaper reader in the country, and a- 
mounted merely to this, the Emprefs wiflied to have the 
. poflTeflion of Oczakow, to prevent the Turks from entering 
the Crirnea, which they could do in an hour's time, were they 
in pofliflion of both Oczakow and Cherfon. Now this 
claim was made for the exprefs and avowed purpofe of efta- 
bliihing and fecuring peace and tranquillity to thofe coun« 
tries, and was certainly, in the eyes of every reafonablo 
man, a fair and moderate claim. But what can be faid of 
our fyftem, (who pretend to have the fame tranquil and 
pacific objeft in view), when we demand that the Emprefs 
. fhall give up Oczakow, and that upon the bare pretence of 
l«r becoming too powerful as a maritime power, which is ab- 

furd; 
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furd ; becaufe, while Ihe remains in pofleffion of Sebaftiano? 
-pie, flie can derive every maritime purpofe, as well as if Ihe 
had both; but, as he had already mentioned, would be fub- 
je6t to fudden invadons of the Turks into the Crimea, 
which it was our particular intereft and policy, as well as 
hers, to prevent, if it was wiflied to put an end to a war. 

His Lordftiip faid, he was afraid the terms demanded by 
Minifters had been fo hoftile and ofFenllve ih their nature, 
as to occafion at leaft an angry reply, which had been taken 
in fo haughty a flyle, as to bring on immediate war and all 
its calamities*; cgnfequences equally deilru6live, whether 
brought on by the ambition, or by the blundering of 
His Mojefly's fervants ; ^nd if jt was to be confidered in any 
point of yie\y as a w^r of conqueft, he was fure the policy 
of fuch a war wop Id npt be acknowledged by any d^fcriptioii 
of perfoiis whatever. As they had been told fo far that the 
war refted folely on expedienpy, he thopght this was the 
proper tin^e for their LordAiips to paufe, and endeavoui to 
prevent its going any farther. 

In defcribing the Emprefs, the noble Vifcount faid, flie 
refembled our iQueen Elizabeth ; not that the refemblance 
went upon all foufs, but, like that Queen, (he was a Princefs 
of a great mind, and found underftanding ; of an enter- 
prifing fpirlt, and capable of performing great adlions. 
Though, he faid, perhaps not in the moil powerfulfituation 
that ever (lie had bpen in, yet was Ihe not to be looked upoa 
with indifference, or treated with contempt; and here he 
Introduced to their Lordfliips' notice a letter of Lewis XIV. 
to Charles II. wrjtten by Monf. Lion, which had the follow- 
ing ftriking paffage, generally known to be dictated, though 
not written, by that monarch : " That the King of En- 
f^ gland might know his diftrcfles and the weaknefs of his 
" power, but he did not knqw what the ft^-ength of his 
f? fpirit or the elevation of his mind were." 

After his Lordihip had fpoken for a confiderable time, he 
concluded with a folemn invocation to their Lordfliips to 
paufe at this ftage of the bufinefs, and think ferioufly on the 
prefent fituatioq of this country, and the comparative fi- 
tuation of the continental powers, before they gave any vote 
on the queftion before them. He particularly called their 
Lordlhips' attention to the ftate of the affairs in France at 
this moment, and would afk what period in hiftory ever was 
fo favourable for Britifli Minifters to negotiate as this was? 
The only continental power that we ever had to dread, or 
be jealous of for political intrigue, for which the French Court 
was always remarkable, being now totally incapacitated frofti 
giving us the leaft caufe for uneafinefs. And here he could 
hot help thinking it an extraordinary circuraftance, and 

worthy 
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worthy of their Lordfhips* notice, that if France had been in 
her wonted fplendour and energy, there could be but little 
. doubt an their Lordfhips' minds but that government would, 
at the prefent moment, have followed the precife fame mea- 
fure which the Britilh Minifter had now taken. Having 
ftated this very forcibly, and gone through a variety of 
other interefting arguments, his Lord(hip declared, that he 
would join with his noble friends in combating and oppofing 
every ftage of this bufinefs, whether relative to the war 
itfelf, or to the burthens which might fall upon the country 
in confequettvC of it; and he concluded with avowing, that 
if he, at this moment, had filled a place in His Majefty's 
Councils, he would have held the fame opinioris, and ex- 
prefled them in the fame words. 
Duke of The Duke of Richmand rofe to declare his featiments 
B^ich- conftitittionally, as a Member of. Parliament, and not in any 
nond. Qther capacity. His Grace then faid, his idea of the foit of 
confidence alked by Minifters was no more than was ex-r 
prefled, viZi. for aii augmentation of the naval force of the 
country in order to give weight to negotiation ; and that in 
Sgreemg to that, neither he nor any other nobI« Lord pledged 
bimfelf to fupport any fubfequent meafure whatever fa th« 
fmalleft degree. This was, his Grace faid, ftriftly a parlia- 
mentary view of the quefiion. With regard to what had 
been faid againil it, he declared he knew uot what anfwer to 
give t)p mere fuppofitions and cafes hypothetically put. Much 
pf what had been faid ftruck him as rather extraordinary; 
for iflilance, among other things, that the armament pre- 
pared lafl year againft Spain, had originally been intended 
for the aid of Sweden. His Grace obferv'e^ that the aflir- 
tion of a noble' Vifcount, of every barber being acquainted 
with the terms on which Ruffia would make peace, was ra-* 
ther unfonunate for his Lordfhip, as the barber woujd be in 
poflciSon ofi much better information than the. noble Vif- 
count, his ftatement being completely erroneous of the 
Emprefs being inclined to make peace by relinquifhmg all 
the advantages^ (he had gained, excepting Akerman. and 
Ocz,akow. His Grace next adverted to an obfervation 
made by a noble Lord, which was, why, if Minifters knew 
pr expcfted that this armament would be neceffary fo foofi^ 
did they difband the failors? The anfwer he would give^ 
was, that when the fleet were difmaruled-, and feamen dif- 
banded lail autumn, it was at a time that they could not 
have been of any poffible ufe to the country, and woukl 
only, by keeping them in pay during the winter, have cre^ 
ajted an additional expence, ajid this he coafidered a fuifi- 
c.ient reafon for what had been done. His. Grace then en- 
tered curforily into many of the arguments pf the noble 
f ' Lords 
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Lords who fpoke before him, and replied to them at feme 
length, particularly noticing Lord Porchefter's wilh rc- 
fpe^ing France; an^ concluded with referring to what ho 
bad fat out with ; viz. his declaration, that in voting for 
the addrefsy he pledged himfelf for no one meafure to t^ 
propofed in confeqoence. 

" Lord Porchefter rofe to explain, and re-worded what he 
had faid refpefiing France being able to check the career of 
the Minifter*s projefls. 

Lord Loughborough rofe next, . and began with faying. Lord 
that to tfie proportion of the noble Duke he gave his cordial Lough* 
aifent. He fliouid be ready, he faid, to yield all oppofi- borough* 
tion to the motion for the addrefs, if the true parliamentary 
and conftitutional ground taken by the noble Duke were 
adopted by the Houfe; that they were not to be confidered 
as pledged, in the moil diftant degree, by the addrefs of 
thanks to His Majefty, for any meafure that fhould be taken 
by Minifiers in the negotiation with Ruffia, to give^ ftrength 
and efficacy to which His Majefty thought it wife to make 
an addition to the naval Arengtli of the kingdom* His 
Lord/hip obferved, that it was conftitutional and parlia- ^ 

mentary language, and he adopted it implicitly. Undoubt- 
edly they ought not to be pledged by a vote of thanks for 
His Majefty's gracious meiTage, to any thing but a declara- 
tion of their readinefs to give ftrcngth to his negotiation^ 
They ought not to be pledged to countenance the exertion of 
that force haftily, nor to be committed on any one meafure 
which His Majefty's Minifters might take in confequence of 
this addrefs. But while he heard the noble Duke thus de-p 
clare, in true conftitutional language, what would take ofF 
much of his obje£^ion to the motion, he could not forget the 
arguments ufed by the noble Secretary of State, who made 
it. The noble Lord, in p^opoftng the addrefs of thanks, 
fsaid, that the meafure of- His Majefty's interference in the 
war between Ruftia and the Porte, and the purport of the 
meftage now delivered to the Houfe, was clearly pointed ou( 
in His Majefty's moft gracious fpeech from the throne, on 
the opening of the feifion ; and that the Houfe had counter 
nanced the meafure by their addrefs of thanks for that 
fpeech, and by their refolu tion for the number of feamen to 
be employed for the fer vice of the year, ps the number it 
feems was greater than the regular peace eftablifiiment. The 
nob'e Lord thus changed the ground from th.it taken by th<i 
noble Duke; for he thus ftated that their Lordftiips were 
prepared for w>iat had happened, and that they were com- 
mitted by what they had done. He begged leave to deny, ^ 
that in the fpeech of His Majefty on the opening of the 
fe^on, there was any reference that could juftify theconclu- 
Voi.. XXX. . K fions 
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fions drawn hj the noble Secretary. The fptech alladed to 
the feparate peace that had been made betweeji Sweden and 
Ruflia. Certainly the poble 'Lord did not mean to fay, that 
that peace had been brought about by the mediation of Hh 
Majefty. It mentioned indeed tliat His Majefty's «ndea-, 
vours had been fuccefsful in reftoring peace between the 
Emperor and the Porte, But there was n^ intimation given 
that His Majefty. had refolved, by an armed mediation, to 
reftore general jJeace to Europe, much lefs did the addr^fs of 
thanks countenance ^ny fuch admiffion. That the marine 
force was greater than the regular peace eftablifhrnent, was 
accounted for naturally by Minifters. An abrupt termina- 
tion of the difpute with Spain, prevented them on the fud- 
den from difarming the ihilps. The fquadron of Admiral 
Cofniih was at a diftance, and therefore, for a time at leaft, 
it was ftated that the maritime force muft neceflarily be 
larger, But fo far were Minifters from infpiring the nation 
with an idea that we might ftill have occafion tor force, or 
that the Britifti Court was to be involved in the politics of 
the north, their language, their actions, were calculated tq 
give the contrary convidtion. 
^ Now, however, his Lordfhip faidj the words of the 

King's fpeech, on the opening of the feffion, and the addrefs, 
were ftaled as grounds of information and pledge. Ought 
npt their Lofdfliips, from this fa6t, to be guarded in what 
they r^ow did? For fomethingmore than what the noble 
Duk^ required, was required by others; and without ^ 
fyllable of information, without having one word commu- 
^nicated to them of the neceffity, the expediency, or the 
wifdom of the meafure, they were to be pledged to a preli- 
minary a£V that led to ^ pofitiye aggref&on againft Ruffia* 
Before noble Lords went this length, furely it would be pru- 
dent in them to deliberate. It would be wife to refle6b be- 
fore they did an afl fo calculated to involve their country in 
the calamities of war, to afk themfelves by what provocation, 
from what neceftity, or fur what end they were thujs to en- 
gage in a war at the raoft remote part of Europe, againft 
that power of Europe, who had ever been called the i^atviral 
;^Uy of England. 

His Lordfliip proceeded to obferve, that it was a matter of 
moft ferious confideration to every noble Lord, by what fa- 
tality 1% was, that year after year, we were thus to be in- 
volved in difputes with every power, in every quarter of the 
world. Were they thus tp travel on in this courfe of blind 
' and irrational confidence, yielding an implicit obedience to 
^very fcheme of Minifters, what muft be the refult to the 
kingdom? He did not fiefitate to fay, that this meafurei 
unexplained as it was, amounted direftly to an aggreffion 

againft 
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ftgainft Rui&a ; for His Majefty, it feems^ had fent a mandate 
to the Court of Pcterfburgh, to which the Emprefs had not 
thought proper to yield. He was no\^ to enforce that man- 
date by arms, if /he perQfied in refufing his mediation, thd 
kingdom was either to retreat, or to follow up their im* 
perious menace by war. 

The noble and leajrned Lord, here exhibited a piflure of 
this horrid fpirit of infolence and ambition, which had 
fprung up in His Majefty's Councils^ and hurried them to 
exceiles in every quarter of the world, that muft terminate 
in the ruin of the Empire* Like a bead of prey, his Lord^ 
Ihip faid, we fecured every quarter of the globe for vifiims* . 

He would not fay, that his indignation was roufed ; he was 
come to a time of life not favourable 10 an emotion fo high ; 
but it was with aftonifliment and horror that he faw the 
fyfiem of the King's Minifter,s taking a general fweep of all 
nations and kingdoms; meddling, irritating, apd infulting 
in one place; in another, direflfy and avowedly reaHng up 
the power of the Empire, to crum and exterminajte. Thusi 
In the prefent inftance, we were to be involved with Ruf&a| 
for no caufe which Mjnifiers could affign, and with no bene- 
ficial tendency that they had explained* And he hazard- 
ed an unqualified declaration, his Lprdfhip faid^ that we 
thus provoked the Emprefs unjuftly, and without caufe, to 
war, and wem the guilty aggrefTorSi In like toannjsr, but 
with ftill more unpardonable guilt, his Lordfhip faid, (and 
he pledged himfelf that it fhould be proved incontiiovertibly 
to their Lordihips)) that in India we had not only made a 
direA aggreflion, but had entered into a treaty with the 
Nfahrattas and the Nizam, to exterminate Tippoo Sultan^ 
and to make a partition of his country. - This partition^ 
his Lordfhip faid, was a dired avowed article of the treaty ; 
and he would pledge himfelf to prove that this projeft, 
which had ambition alone for its bafis, was di£lated from 
England^ Could we expe£V, afked his Lordfliip, to be fuf« 
fered by enlightened Europe to proceed in this courfe? On 
turning our eyes tp the melancholy condition of out own re* 
fburces, could we fancy it poffible that the people could en- 
dure the burdens to be heaped upoti them ? Let their 
Lordfhips, k\d the noble and learned Lord, look back to the 
loir, eleeroofynary, and yet moft oppreflive meafures of 
£nance, to which, for the laft projeft of his ambition, the 
Nlinifter had had recourfe; an attack on the poor jbut 
ivholefome beverage of the yeomanry; of that large and 
valuable defcription of perfons, who, without diiparagement 
to the manufacturers, were of more confequence to the 
country than any other part of the community. The tax 
lately impoft^d upon them, his Lordihip faid, amoi:fited to a 
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complete tenth of their annual beverage; and thus their 
rigour was to be deftroyed, their comforts withdrawn ; and, 
though it was fo much the true policy of the ftate to preferve 
the health of this valuable order of the people, they were to 
be deprived, for fix weeks in the year, by the operation of 
this tax, of a drop of beer to invigorate, or to fweeten their 
toil. Could their Lordihip^ flatter themfelves that this 
could continue; or that a fyflem of general outrage, of 
mad ambition, of conqueft, and of depredation, could bt 
maintained by iuch refources? 

His Lordfhip faid, he did not wlfli to enter into any detail 
or eulogium on the meafures of the National Aflembly of 
France; but furely their magnanimous, and truly political 
declaration, that they would for ever avoid wars on fpecula-* 
tive and theoretical points, ought to have fuggefted to us a 
wife and more elevated fyfiem than that which we had 
lately purf6ed. The revolution in France prefented to us 
the means of reducing our eftabliftiments, of. eaiing the 
people, apd of fecuring to them, for a length of years, the 
blefiings of peace. But inftfcad of this, without provocation, 
we ranfacked the moft obfcure corners for enemies. We de- 
parted even from the old fy(lem of connexions, which ex» 

^ perience had pointed out as the moft congenial to England, 

and a new balance was to be ^iven to Europe. Lord 
Loughborough concluded with laying, that if the noble 
Secretary had ftated to their Lordfhips that a treaty had 
been entered into between His Majefty and the King of 
Pruffia, or that engagements had been contraded, which^ 
whether wife or thecontrary, now forced the nation to exercife 
its arms, the queftioa would have been materially different^ 
and their Lordlhips might perhaps have been willing to adopt 
what they had had no fhare in advifing; but the noble Secre- 
tary had explicitly declared, that His Majefty was bound by- 
no treaties, and by no engagements whatever; and that the 
•ineafure now propofed, was to be adopted from no other mo- 
tive than that of expediency. Their Lordihips, he obferved, 
were thus left completely to the exercife of their own under- 
ftanding, and being difentangled and free, it became them to 
/ deliberate before they plunged their country, enfeebled and 
exhaufted as it was, into the horrors and expence of a war ; 
* and to countenance which, not one fyllable had been faid to 
illuftratethe expediency it was placed on. 

Ld.Chan- The Lord Chancdlor left the woolfack, and after /premiCng. 

cclior. that he would take up but little of their Lordfhips time, ob- 
ferved that he could not avoid remarking on the very extra- 
ordinary language which had been held'hy noble Lords, as t« 
the refpefl and decorum of that Houfe. It was thought^ 
he faid, that if an individual Lord, afked a queflionj the ob- 
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▼ious anfvrer to which might violate the faaAity of His Ma« 
jefty^g Council^ a juft unwillingnefs to anfwer luch queftioa 
vras conftrued into difrefped to the body. His Lordfhip con- 
lefled, he could not perceive the propriety of this remark, 
J^<JobIe Lords, aiking quefliions, merely for the fake ofar- 
f^ument, ought not to attribute the filence of Miniflers to dif- 
refpe(S either to themfelves individually, or to the Houfe 
colIe£):iyely ; fince Minifters could alone be the proper judget 
of what it was fafe to difclofe. Before it could be ^irly faid, 
that their iilence was difrefpedful, it (hould firft be (hewn 
tliat the queftion, which they defitned to anfwer, was adopted 
by the Houfe. 

The mefiage, his LordAiip faid, was a clear, diftin^ propo* 
(it ion, which required no other matter, and no other infor- 
mation, to enable their Lordihips to do all that was required 
of them by the motion. His Majefty figaified to the Houfe 
that his mediation for peace had failed, and, that he thought 
it advifeable, to give Areng'h to his negotiation, to make an 
addition to the naval force of the kingdom. This meafure^ 
tn its very nature, called for confidence, (ince in arming, the 
Houfe invefted the Minifters with powerj for the excrcife of 
which they were refponfible. The queftion was (imply then 
a matter of confidence. Some noble Lords might be indif- 
pofed to truft Minifters; others might have full confidence 
in them ; and they would feverally ad upon the difpolitions 
which they felt. But for his part he agreed perfeftly with 
what had fallen from the noble Duke, >that no noble Lord 
was pledged to theapprobation and fupport of any one meafure, 
Virhich Minifters might take, in puriuance of the confidence 
thus placed in them. 

But, perhaps, his Lordfliip faid, it might be right to take 
into their view the objeSt of this armament. The treaty 
with Pruffia was purely defenfive; but yet in his humble con- 
ception, and on fubjefts of ftate, he begged to be under flood 
that he fpoke with deference to ftatefmen ; a liberal and broad 
conftru(9ion was to be made of treaties, even of a defenfive 
nature. It was their duty to enter into the views, and to 
take part in the interefts of their ally, without a rigid" ad- 
herence to the mere letter of the concrad^. For inftance, if 
it (hould be clearly feen that the Ruffians, by their conquefls, 
were furrqunding the whole of Poland, and acquiring by 
that means an afcei\dancy in the republic, injurious to Pruffia; 
nay, that (he was flretchin? herfelf out fo as to trench upon 
the Emperor; he thought, that it ought to bethecondufl of 
a good ally, to enter into the views of Pruffia, and flop a 
career tljat fo materially threatened her intcrefls. For in his 
opinion, his Lordfliip faid and with becoming fuhmiffion to 
th« fuperior knowledge of the noble Vifcount as a ftatefmap. 
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the Intrigues of France had never afluoied a bold^ a manly^ 
nor a political afped. They were> in his mind, a tiilae o^* 
political fopperies, as diftant from true wifdom, as from mo^ 
rality and honour. In nothing was this more manifeft, thaA 
. in the ufe which fhe had made of Turkey. She had de» 
graded the Ottoman Porte into a mere inftrument, which Ihci 
had employed in moft diireputable proje£ls, always diC* 
creditable to herfelf, and always injurious to the Turks. 
The Chancellor concluded with faying, that he was by no 
means of opinion, that the Turks were not capable of being 
made highly ferviceable to England; and he could not yield 
to the comn)on opinion, that Ruffia was the natural ally of 
England. If ihe were the natural ally, (he had a£led in a very 
unnatural manner 
Vifcotint \ ifcount Stormont (2L\df in explanation, that he certainly 
StormoBt. never would defire any Minifter to violate the confidential 
fecrets of office; but wl^en Minifters came forward* and 
called on Parliament to involve the country in war with an 
old friend, (h^muft not, he found, ufe the proper phrafe o£ 
natural ally) upon a pretext of expediency, it furely was not 
too much to defire refpedtfuUy that they would explain the 
expediency to the Houfe. The noble and learned Lord had 
given fuch a latitude to a treaty purely defenfive, as he ac* 
knowledged himfelf to be utterly unacquainted with before. 
We were, faid the Vifcount, according to the noble and learn- 
ed Lord, to enter into all the proje£ts of our ally, and to 
abet his views; fo that whether he was the aggfeflbr or the 
injured party, whether he was the ailailant or the fufFerer,- 
) we were to be bound by a treaty purely defenfive, to make a 
common caufe with him, and fo at thi$ moment we might be 
aAually at war; for if the rumour were true, that his troops 
had begun their march, we had it not in our power to retreat 
from our engagement. The noble and learned Lord, faid 
the Vifcount, confiders the diplomatic talents of France as 
unworthy of praife. For my part, continued his Lordfhip^ 
1 neither covet to be a Member of the Cabinet, nor of the 
aflembly of France; but if I were, 1 fhould not blufh to 
fubmit their negotiations at foreign Courts to the teft of 
comparifon with thofe of England ; particularly with thofe^ 
which have, of late, been entered into by the latter. 
Marquis The Marquis of Lanfdowne began with faymg, that it wjis 
of Lanf. a maxim in war, which had been obferved by all great Ge- 
cjown. nerals, that the fame ftratagems ought not to be too fre- 
quently repeated, left they fhould become too common, and 
lofe their effeft. This maxim in the prefent clrcumftances, 
the Marquis faid, was, perhaps, worthy the attention of the 
Miniftry. It might happen, that a meflage might be fent 
from His Majefty, requiring the approbation and fupport of 
4 certain 
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certain meafures. It might happen, iikewife, that the Mi« 
Hers, from pretended motives of expediency and convenience, 
might decline giving any account of the nature and tendency 
of thefe oieafures; but might pledge themfelves for their 
public neceffity and iffefulnefs, and hold themfelves out as 
bound to be accountable with their heads for the refult. On 
th^ faith of fuch aflqrauces, a vote of credit might be given ; 
the f(sifion of Parliament might be nearly at an end, and hof» 
tilities might be threatened to be commenced. A peace after- 
wards might be patched up, and the people, too happy to 
have pur chafed it at any rate, might forbear all future inquiry 
relative to the circumftances which had attended the diilurb- 
ance, ^r the conduct which had been purfued in elTeiSing the 
pacification. But though this might be the caie, wlien we 
had to contend with a nation, alarmed for the fafety pf its 
Acapalco veilels, and whofe fupport was derived from the 
iriines of Mexico and Peru, yet we were not to hope that 
fuch meafures would always lead to an iflue equally pacific* 
1'he prefent miniAry, he remarked, had appeared Co have 
changed their fyftem; a change which was fo much more the 
deplorable, as of the various fyflems which had to-night been 
brought forward, there was none whiph they feemeddecifively 
to have adopted. 

The Marquis faid, he was far from wifliing to iniinuatie 
that the Minifters were defirous of war, or could have any 
inclination to engage the nation in hoft.lities: on the con- 
trary he rather thought, from the prefent fituation of affairs, 
that the Miniilers would be averfe to war, and anxious to 
avoid all meafures which might lead to hoftilities. This 
conclufion he was inclined to adopt, from the increafing and 
almoft intollerable load of public burdens, and the poverty 
which had lately appeared of refources. Taxes had been 
impofed, the moA oppreflive on the induilrious poor, which 
had not oqly pinched .their narrow circumftances; but even 
impaired their means of fubfiftence, and had left them in the 
country to fuftain all the hardfliips of poverty and fo- 
*mihe. 

1 he poverty of refources, the noble Marquis continued, 
was another proof of the reduced ftate of the nation, and its 
incapacity to fuflain the expences of a war; and confequently 
might be fuppofed to be a reafon, why Minifters would not 
chufe to hazard a meafure, for which they were fo ill pre- 
pared. He did not mean, he faid, to detrad any tjaing 
from the merits of thofe, whofe duty it was to point out re- 
fources, he was inclined to give them the credit of the 
higheft abilities; hut this would only (hew what poor fliift^ 
had becone neceffary, from the exhau^.ed ftate of the na- 
tional refources. Evea if the income of the country was, as 
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the Minifter wifhed to be believed, equal to its expenditure 
the flow progrefs which had been made in paying oflF the un- 
funded debt, and other circumftances, (hewed that the reve- 
nue was by no means in a iiouriihing ftate; and in the event 
of a war^ the Marquis faid he was firmly perfuaded that muft 
happen to this country, which would have happened to 
France, if it had not been poflefled of the Church Lands, 
the Royal domains, and ;the exemptions of the nobilitj. 
Thefe had amounted to about two hundred millions^ a fum 
which enabled them to difcharge their debt* 

But in cafe, he faid, of a fimilar convulfion, this coun- 
try was not |>ofleffed of equal refources* With regard to the 
propefrty of the church, every part of it was, in his opinion, 
neceffary to the maintenance of the clergy, if it w«re pro-* 
perly divided. The Royal domains were nothing; and the 
exemptions of the nobility we did not poiTefs; fo that^ in 
cafe of the event which he had flated, the inevitable refult 
muft be a national bankruptcy. At prefent the Bank of 
Am,ftcrdam, to whifch we trufted for fupport, had received a 
fatal blow in its credit; their Eaft-^India Company was bank-> 
rupt, and the bills of their Weft-India Company were fel- 
ling at a difcount of about a third. 

It (hould be confidered, the Marquis feid, to what degree of 
confidence Mini fters were entitled, who had fo recently*, in 
a former inftance, betrayed the confidence repofed in them» 
jmd who, if they fliould again receive it, might be fuppo fed, 
on the prefent occafion^ to employ it wildly and wantonly^ 
Ruffia was by no means fuch an antagonift as Spain. The 
people, inftead of being indolent and weak, were a£^ive and 
hardy ; inftead of gold and filver, they were pofTejQTed of iron. 
The late King of Pruflia, the greateft hero and politician of 
the age, whofe authority was very high in every queftion of 
war, ftates, that nothing could be more unprofitable thai> 
an enmity with Ruffia; and that there Was no country, 
whofe enmity could be more hurtful, or from which an an- 
tagonift could receive lefs advantage. It could not be at^ 
lacked in its capital, whilit there was no country more ca- 
pable of annoyance nnd defence. Should a war take place, 
it would 1 '^ expecfted that we fhoul.l accompany the King of 
Pruffia wi»h a fleet to Peterfburgh. And in that cafe, it 
would be neceffary to procure gallies, as our great fhipg 
could be of no fervice. Thefe we muft purchafe from ihe 
King of Sweden, who having experienced our neutrality, 
and being fenfilde of his own value from his immediate contt"- 
giiity to Ruffia, would 'take care to enchance the pries of 
his favours. And as we iiad paid to the King of Pruffia a 
fubfidy of 80O5O00}; Sot his alliance, perhaps it would bene- j 
ceffary to pay a larger fum to the King of Sweden; who, 

' ^ confcious 

i 
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confcious of the advantage which he derived from the pre- 
fent fituation of afiairs, would expeA to receive a fum fuita- 
ble to his own ftill greater importance. 

When we Were once engaged in a war, the Marquis faid, 
the confideration of expence no longer became an obje&. 
No facrific^ was to be itiade to a trifling uving ; nor could 
the lengths to which we might go be afcertained, as they 
could only be regulated by opr fuccefs. It would furely be 
confidered as very bad policy to protract a war for the fake of 
condudling it upon an eeconomical plan. It was this idea 
which the late Lord 'Chatham had pointedly ridiculed, when 
he talked of Mr. Legge's wars at the rate of five millions a 
year. Much had been faid of the late Lord Chatham ; and 
it might here be properly remarked that he conftantly repro- 
bated all connexion between thi$ country and Turkey. The 
reafon which he ailigned was, that Turkey was an Afiatic 
ilate, and to form treaties with it, and enter into its views, 
would be a fource of endlefs confufion. In any war which 
we ihould have occafion to carry on with Ruflia, we Ihould 
find ourfelves deprived of* all thofe advantages which w^ 
were apt to appropriate from our fituation, and boaft of 4s 
peculiarly our own. The Ruflians were qualified to match 
us at fea. By lending them our ofGcers, we had enabled 
them to conterid with ourfelves. The Ruffian failors, it is 
true, were rude and ignorant, but they flood fire like pillars 
of ftone or flocks of wood. Nothing could be conceived 
more dreadful than a Ruffian engagement at fea. Perfonal 
courage was of no avail. The charafters of our feamen - 
could not fland us in any flead; there was only battery op- 
pofed to battery. Another circumflance from which we 
ihould encounter the Ruffians with con fideraUedifad vantage, 
was, that we fhould have to contend with them on their 
own feas. There were'none of our Admirals who were ac- ' 
quainted with the Baltic, except one, who, it was probable, 
would not be employed. In the Black Sea we had equally to 
overcome the difficulties of inexperience in oppofing thofe 
who were completely verfed in its rvivigation. It was a cu-. 
rious doflrine that had been advanced, that we were hound 
not only to fupport our allies, but likewife thofe who might 
be connedted with them. On this principle we were hound 
to proteft the Emperor of Germany, who furely was tuf- 
ficiently qualified to take care of himfelf; and allb the ki^ig- 
dom pf Poland.* This, perhaps, was rather a new inference, 
and it demanded feme confideration, whether it could be 
adopted with prudence in its confequences. 

The Marquis concluded a long fpeech, with ohferving that 

It would certainly he ftrange, if, with the example of France 

before them, and the inflances of confidence which wert 

VoL« XXX. L ' . m then 


74 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791. 

then reppfed in the fubjef^s, the pp^le here (hould be led to 
vote the approbation and fupport or meafures, of whofe cir- 
cumftances and tehdency they were ignorant. The French 
had firil fet the exam pie of a liberal and enlightened policy; 
^\he influence of which^ it was to be hoped, would not be 
loft on this Coventry, and would extend to the other nations 
of Europe. They had difclaimed all views of ambition and 
defire of conqueft, and referved themfelves no pretext to en- 
gage in war, except from the motive of felf-defence. He by 
no means wifhed, he faid, to import into this country all th« 
principles of the French revolution. The French h^ con- 
fidered tlieir conftitution as an old Hotfe, which it wasne- 
cefTary to rebuild. Our conftitution was like wife an pid 
Houfe; but it contained excellent apartments, and requiijed 
only tcA)Q repaired, and fecured from the inclemency of thf 
feafons. 
Duke of g The Duke of Leeds faid, he (hould hold himfelf unpardon- 
L«eds. able, ftandirg in the fituation of one of His Majefty'sadvifers, 
if he were to content himfelf with giving a (ilent vcite. 1 h« 
noble Marquis, his Grace oblcrved, had began his fpeech 
with a military allufion, and had talked of the ftratagems of 
Minifters. He wifhed that the noble Maiquis would have 
pointed out what particular conduit of His Majefty's fer- 
vants it was, on which he had grpunded that imputation. 
A great deal had been faid upon the necefllty of Minifters 
ftating fome of the leading circumftances which had occa- 
iioned His Majefty's meflage; he fhould ^howeyer, moft ear- 
neftly requeft that noble Lords would forbear urging any 
queftions on that head, (ince His Majefty^s (ervants could 
not afFord the fatisfa£bion required, without a direS^ breacli 
of their duty, tending Xo produce very mifchi^vous confe- 
quences. They dcfired to be left to anfwer for their condud, 
and he for one, was ready to incur the imputation of obfti- 
nate filence and every refledlion of that fort, rather than 
prove himfelf criminal and guilty^ by departing from that 
lineof condudS, which was properly the province of the ex- 
ecutive Government. The Duke complimented Lord Lanf- 
down on the eftential good he had done his country in the 
years 1782, 1783, and particularly in the eiice which he 
|iad made; at which time, his Grace fiid, he was more in the 
Jiabits of connexion with the noble Marquis than he had 
ilncebeen. His Grace alfo took notice of what had fallen 
from Lord Carlifle relative to the armament of laft year, 'and 
iliid, he could not help being furprized at the obfervation of 
the noble Earl, that the armament had been defigncd for the 
North, when, exclufive of its obvious and avowed objefl, if 
he had refle<9ed on the time of the year, the noble Earl would 
have recoUefled, that in the nature of things, what he had 
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fuggefted, was highly Improbable. The Duke concluded 
with repeating his exhortation to their Lordfhips not to prefs 
farther obfervations refpefling the grounds of the meiTage. 

The Earl of Carliile rofe again, and faid a few words In 
explanation of that part of his fpeech to which the Duke of ) 

Leeds bad alluded. | 

The Marquis of Townfend^ in a fhort fpeech, fupported the Marquis 
arguments againft the addrefs. His Lordihip began with de- of Town* 
claring, that he could not in his opinion vote for the addrefs, f****^* 
without at the fame time pledging himfelf to fopport the mea- 
fures that might be propofed in confequence. His Lord- 
jhipalfo confirmed what Lord Lanfdown and Lord Lough* 
borough had faid, relative to the diftrefles of the poor. He 
reafoned likewife about the terms of the treaty with Pruffia, 
and feveral other topics ; but his Lordfhip fpoke in fo low a 
tone, as not to be heard diilindly at any confiderable difr 
tance. 

Contents (with Proxies) 97; Not Contents, Ditto, 34, 

1 he Houfe adjourned. 

Wedncjday^ 2pth March. 

Earl Fitzwilliam rofe in his place, and faid, that as the Earl Fita« 
treaty between Great Britain and Pruffia had been for a con- william. 
fiderable time on the table, but never yet difcufled, he would 
move '* that the faid ti-eaty be taken into confideration next 
" Friday, and^the Lords fummoned." 

Lord GrenvilU acknowledged that he was not fufficiently Lord 
verfed in the forms and orders of the Houfe, to know whe- Grcn?jlle<. 
ther he could regularly oppofe the motion in that eai ly ftage ; 
but as no ground whatever had been laid by the noble Earl 
for his motion, he took the earlieft opportunity of giving no- 
tice that he would oppofe ir, as foon as the forms of the Houfe 
would allow. 

I Lord Stormont faid, it was evident the noble Secretary of Lord 
iState was unacquainted with the forms of the Houfe, fince as Stormont. 
the treaty with Pruffia was on the table, it was competent* 
the Houfe, or to any noble I .opl, a Member of the Houfe, 
move whenever he thought proper, that it be taken into 
^onluleration; and fo much wns a motion of that kind a mat- 
:r of courfe, that it was fcarcely a matter of debate. 
Lord GrenvUle replied, that he muft beg leave to proteft Lord 
;ainfl the do(3rine laid dowri by the noble Lord. He de- Grcn?illc» 
M5 that any fuch rule of proceeding exifted in eiiher Houfe 
Parliament, as that an individual Member could bring on 
ly fubjeil at his option, and that if the motion referred to a 
iper'.on the table, it was not even to be debated. The 
loufe alone could order any fuch paper to be confidered, and 
>i an individual Member. * 

L a Lord 
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Lord Lord Loughborough faid, that in the <iafe of a motion rela- 
Loughb©- tive to a paper on the table or otherwife, the Houfe had un* 
rough. doubtedly the paramount authority; and though it was com- 
petent to any tiobJe Lord to move the cpnfideration of any 
given fubjefl, the Houfe, by voting the previous queftion, 
might prevent fuch confideration. But; he wiftied their 
* Lordfhips torecolle6^, that in the debate the preceding even- 
ing, it had been diftindlly ftated, from high authority, that 
the meafure communicated by His Majefty's mefifage, was 
adopted, not in confequence of the condition of any treaty, 
but merely as a matter of expediency. Not being inclined, 
his Lordfhip faid, to queftion the noble Secretary of State's 
authority, he, among other noble Lords, who were not in 
perfecSl recolledlion of all the terms oi the treaty, had been 
difpofed to give him credit for fo explicit an aflertion ; but 
,from what had been fuggefted afterwards in the courfeof the 
debate, and efpecially from what had fallen from the noble 
and learned prefident of that Houfe, the noble and learned 
Lord on the woolfack, relative to the definition of defenfive 
treaties, as to their fair and liberal conftrudt ion, oppofed to 
the ftricSt interpretation of them according to their letter, and 
as bearing upon the treaty with PrufEa, doubts of the faft 
had been entertained by him, and by other Lords who took 
part in the debate; anithefe doubts, his Lordihip obferved, 
were not a little increafed by their having learnt, that day, 
through a medium certainly not always to be relied on, but 
generally fufficiently correS as to the fubflance, that in ano- 
ther place it had been broadly ftated, that the foundation of 
His Majefty's mcflage was an exprefs ftipulation by treaty. 
It appeared therefore neceffary, that fuch doubts fiiould be 
cleared up and afcertained. 
Ld.Chan- The Lord Chancellor^ in reply, faid that it was extremely 
cellor. unpleafant to be called upon to explain what had been ad- 
vanced by him in a former day's debate; biit from the frame 
of fpeaking thatxhe had then adopted, and from his recol- 
Jeflion, he could not but think that nothing had fallen from 
him, which could in the fmalleft degree countenance the fug- 
geftion of tbe, noble and learned Lord. In fpeaking of de- 
fenfive treaties, his Lordfhip faid he had difcufTed the prin- 
ciples of fuch. treaties, as defenfive only, and had in terras ex- 
prefsly called his argument, an argument on the theory of 
defenfive treaties; but. he had not faid one word of the treaty 
with Pruflia. Sv ^ 

Lord . Lord LougPoorough admitted, that what the noble and 
Looghbo- learned Lord now ftated, was corre(5lly what; he had faid in 
rough. the debate of tlie preceding evening, hut, as theory, without 
being exemplified, w*as fcarcely intelligible, in another part of 
the noble and learned Lord's fpeech, in alTuding to RufTia's 

keeping 


A. i79r. DEBATES. p 

keeping Oczakow and Afcenttan in their hands, the rtoMcf 
and learned Lord had argued, in order to pfove, that Pruffia 
might be adeded, if the Emprefs, by extending her arms 
and her conqueftsfo as to furround the North, theEaft, and 
part of the South Eaff of Poland, and that, in fuch a fitua- 
tion of affairs, Pruflia might have juft caufe for apprehen- 
fions. 1 hat part of the noble and learned Lord's fpeech. 
Lord Loughborough fa id, he had confidered as an example 
immediately illuiftrativeof the fair and liberal conftruftion of 
the Pruffian treaty, which the noble and learned Lord'sp 
theoretical definiton of defenfive treaties appeared to go to. 

7 he Lord Chancellory in his turn, admitted that the noble Ld.Chas,- 
and learned Lord's quotation fr0m his fpeech was correft, •cllor. 
b\3t the noble and learned Lord had not, his Lordfhip faid, 
been equally corre6l in hij application of the extraft, that h© 
had recited. The Lord Chancellor then reminded the 
Houfe, that as it bad been aflerted in the courfe of the de- , 
bate, not only that we could not be afFeiled by Ruflia's hold- 
ing Oczakow and Akerman, befidesthe two provinces, which 
her Imperial Majefty, in her moderation, as it had been ftated, 
had determined to keep in her poffeffion, but alfo that Pruf- 
fia had no caufe for apprehenfion on that account, he had 
put the cafe in the manner ftated by the noble and learned 
Lord; but he had again and again, perhaps rather tircfomely, 
taken pains in the courfe of his fpeech, to guard their Lord- 
fhips againft the poflibility of their confidering him to be ar- 
guing with a view to the application of what he faid to the 
treaty with PrufTia; and, in order to lead their Lordfhip^* 
minds to that idea, he had more than once, in the courfe of 
his fpeech, declared that he was ftating the general princi- 
ples of defenfive treaties, without any intended application 
to any particular cafe, and the reafon he bad done fo was to 
avoid being drawn into that courfe of debate which he per- 
ceived the fubjedl to have taken. 

After a few words from Lord Grenville, the queftion 
was put, ** that the Lords be fummoned for Fridy next.* 
Ordered. 

The order of the day having been read for taking into con- 
fideration Lord Rawdon's adjourned motion of Monday laft^ 
" That a Committee be appointed to inquire into the i^^come 
" and expenditure, from 1786 to 1789," and no noble Lord 
rifing for a fecond or two. Lord Rawdon faid, that having j 

on Monday laft ftated the grounds on which he had moved \ 

for the Committee, and having, at tlie fuggeftion of the no- \ 

We Secretary of State, and in order to avoid the imputation |f 

of taking the Houfe by furprize, confented to defer the de- " 1 

bate to this day, he conceived it was not neceiTary for him to ! 

fay t 
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fay any thing before he had heard the 'objefiicms to his motion, 
if any fuch were -entertained. 
Ld.Chan- The Lord Chancdlar, Srwn the wool fack, faid, it was a 
•eilor. matter of courfe, under fuch an adjournment of a debate, 
that the Houfe fhonld again be put intkiind of the grounds on 
which the motion had been reAed* 
Lord Lord Rawdon faid, that he had aflerted, and was ready to 
lawd4>n* provjs his nflertion, that no part of the national debt had been 
dimiivilhed. There was, indeed, an appearance of paying 
off part of the funded debt ; but in order to difcharge this, 
debt had been contrafted in another quarter ; but the faft 
, • that there had remained any furplus from the receipt of the 

country, to difcharge its debt, was not true. On proving 
this, he would pledge his own political chara£ler, as he 
Ihould alfo reckon that of the noble Lord interefted in 
proving the contrary. The noble Secretary was to recol- 
h&y that he was to meet him on no lighter terms than 
thefe — that whichfoever of them (hoold be found to havedc- 
Ceived the Public, ought to be held degraded as a political 
charaAer ever after; for in fuch a cafe as the prefent^ no al* 
fowance was to be made for error ; the matter was too im* 
portant to the feelings and interefls of the Public, for any 
man to be at liberty to make, alfertions upon it lightly* 

The noble i^'ecretary, his l ordihip faid, had been Chairn&an 
of the Committee of Finance in the Lower Houfe^, and had 
beea pofTeiTed of all the information that Government could 
fupply. In th'at Houfe, L«rd Rawdon faid, he had called 
for, and under the authority of their Lord/hips had received, 
•very document necelTary to decide the queftion* Papers 
lay on the table. I'o inveftigate thefe, required no extra-* 
ordinary talents ; it was a mere mechanical procefs ; in fuch 
a purfuit, patience and perfe vera nee were certain to attain 
their objeS ; and however* highly Minifters might value 
themfelves on their ikill in finance, he would not hetitate to 
fay, that the common book-keeper of an office, who was a 
roan of integrity, could not err in this branch of the depart-* 
"ment; and yet in this branch, Minifters had failed. Was it 
for want of information \ In the fcience of mathematics alone, 
(of which calculation formed fo confiderable a part) it could 
certainty be attained ; and yet towards this certainty, no ef- 
fort of impartial men could direft the minifterial eye; nay, 
it vvas even feduloufly averted. But would the Public par- 
ticipate in this froward and culpable negle£l ? Let Minifters, 
his Lordfliip faid, beware, left they received an anfwer to 
this queftion in a voice ftronger than his^ in a voice that 
would be heard, 

^ " If," faid his Lordfhip, " I were to embarrafs the na^ 
** tion by a falfe alarm, at the moment of impending war, 

" 1 ought 
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<< I^oQght to fiiffn* the ferereft' ftigma which this Houfe 
** could inflki: on the other hand, whofoever would wil- 
*< fully an^ dangeroqfly tniilead the Public, by a fallacious 
** Katement of ics refources, which, in the hour of diffi- 
^' culty, ^ mdancholy but ufeleis experience would evince 
*' to be fuch, ought to be liable to no lighter penalty than 
*' that which I iuve fiated as due to my own mifreprefen* 
*' tat ion.** 

His Lord0iip faid^ he confidered an inveAigation of the 
ilateof the finances to be at this time peculiarly proper; as 
it was neeeflary to be conddered what degree of confidence 
was (o be given to Minifiers. Our Miniflers, lie remarked, 
from the influence jof certain circum (lances, perhaps from 
the preiiureof their iitua'tion, had been moredefirous of pro- 
viding temporary expedients, than meafures of general and 
pennanent utility ; they had rather fought to raife new taxes, 
by oppreffing the poor, in-order to carry on their fyftem of 
Adminiflration, than endeavoured, by faving, to lefien the 
debt, oc remove any of thofe burdens which were already 
impofed. His Lordihip, in pointed terms, obferved, that 
right notions of political principles had at length gone abroad, 
and he was heartily glad they had done fo ; fince it was now 
probable that Government would be obliged to proceed upon 
better grounds than had lieretofore been the cafe. ' France 
had fet 'the other nations of Europe an example of a liberal 
and enlightened policy, which made its tendency to promote 
the general good the criterion of every public meafure; 
this policy, it was to be hoped, would gain ground, and ex- 
tend its influence. Minifters would no longer find it ne- 
cefliary to opprefs the people, and the principle would be 
leftablillhed in its fulleft extent, that there ought to be no in- ' 

tereft feparate from the general good* 

Lord Grenville objeded to the motion, declaring that in .., 

point of faft every part of the expenditure had been anfwered, ^^^^^ ^' 
and the million a-year provided, during the three years in 
qurflion, out pf the public receipt; the public having availed 
itfelf of fuch refources, as the money remaining in the Ex- 
chequer at the end of the firft quarter of 1 786, the balances . , « 
taken out of the hands of public^ accomptants, &c &c, af- 
foidfd, inclufive of the loan of a million, which had been 
publicly ftated, and a fum for the unfunded debt of the navy. 

Lord Rawdon complained much of th« nohle Secretary's L9rd 
not meeting him fairly on the fubjeS. He. had not obtruded RawJon. 
liimfelf ; he had been invited by the noble Lord to come for- 
ward, and he had now done it. " The affertion I make,'* 
iitid the noble Lord, " is this : — the noble Secretary told 
•* vourLordlhips, that from 1786 to 1789, a million a year 
^^' had been paid of the national d<;bt, and it has been h fuf*^ 

. 4 " fered 
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<• fered to be underilood hy the Puhdic at large. Now," 
continued the noble Lord, " I deny this 'ta be the fz€t* I 
** aflcrt the contrary .to be the truth ; and I dare the noble 

' ^< Secretary to come forward fairly like a man, and refute 

^^ me. He may elude me, and Ihiu from me, but he (hall, 
," after all, meet me ; or if he does not, he may be affured 
*^ that this Houfe and the Public ihall know in what man- 
** ner they have been impofed on." His Lordfhip faid, it 
jwas jmpofii hie that any one could have exfimined the ac- 
counts of the years alluded to^ and pronounce, a balance in 
favour of the Public, without meaning to impofe on them. 
And what panilhment, aiki^d his LordAiip, was due to Mi- 
nifters, who could dare to deceive the people in. fo grofs and 
fe;^ndarlous a manner ? It was impoflible that they could be 
fufficiently iligmatif d ; for his part, it (hould be made a 
duty he owed tl>e Public 10 undeceive them in fo material 
9 point* The nol>le .Lord animadverted on the condu£t of 
Miniftry, and faid, that all a MlniAer now attended to, was 
the finding out new means of drawing money from the 
people, whi<^h could not but throw the nation into a flate of 
poavulfion, that ought to be very ferioufly guarded againft. 
His Lordfbip repeatedly declared, thit he. would not be put 
from his purpofe, and that if he were allowed a Committee, 
4ie begged it might not.be formed of thofe noble Lords with 
whom be had the honour to coincide, but of the immediate 
friends of the Minifter; fo certain was he of proving what 
he had aflerted : bnt if np opf»ortuniliy whatever was afforded 
him, he would. make thit appeal to the .Public, which his 
duty to his country called upon him to do. 

Lord Loxd GrenviUe called upon the noble Lord to know, if he 
Grenville. did not allow that the receipt had not only, been equal to the 
expenditure, i)Ut that a furplus after the rate of a million a 
year, had, in point of fa<9:^ been produced; the public hav- 
ing availed themlelves of the cafual refources which had be- 
fore been ftated, inclufive of the loan of a million^ and a fum 
for the unfunded debt of the navy ? 

\jQxd, Lord Rawdon \n an fwer reiterated his former ftatement, 

Rawdon. denying that a million a year had been paid oiF, and urging 

their going into a Committee; in which alone he contended 

the point in iflue couKi be decided, or the neceffary detail to 

furnifti the evidence gone into. 

A long and defultory debSte continued till eight in the 
evening, in which Lord Grenville and Lord Rawdon were 
up many times each, and Lord Stormont, Lord Hawkefbury, 
and the Ouke of Richmoiid alfo were on their legs occafion 
^ ally. Lord Rawdon uniformly infifted on his point, and 
Lord Grenville on the other hand uniformly held a Commit- 
tcfi to inquire what had been th^e Hate of our receipt twc 
^ yean 
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years fince, as likely to be of np ufe whatever, fince a Com-' 
xnittee to inquire intp the a£tual ftate of our revenue, receipt, 
and expenditure, as it flood at prefent, had been regularly 
given notice of in another place, and the labours of that 
Committee would doubtlefs afford every authentic informa- 
tion on the fubje£t that could be defired. 

Lord Stormont with great warmth, reprobated the condufl Vifcount 
of Miniflers on the prefent topic. This he did u]M>n rhe ^'<"^™^"^' 
ground of the noble Secretary of State having two days fince ' 

declared he was impatient to meet the noble Lord upon the 
fubje(5l, and then, only two days afterwards, defiring tq de- 
cline coming to ifTue with him upon the queflion. His Lord* 
fhip compared this condu6^ to the cafe of a private individual, 
who^ibad invited his creditors to infped^ his books on a given 
day, and when that day came, excufing himfelf from com- 
plying with his own propofition. His Lordihip faid^ he 
would not term the report of the Committee of 1786 a delu- 
five artifice, but he would call it a fplended delufion. He 
added, that it was not the painting of eloquent dsicription 
which conftituted afurplus, but the mdrefimple proof of dry 
demonflration. 1 he noble Vifcount lamented that the re- 
fult of that day n^ufl flrike terror and alarm into the minds of 
the public, and more efpecially at fo interefling a crifis as 
the eve of a war; and he contended that the not coming to 
an explanation on the fubje£t, would induce the public to 
think worfe of the matter than it realy was. 

Lord Hawkefbury and the Duke of Richmond fupported 
Lord Grenville in his objeftionj and fhewed that the differ- 
ence between Lord Kawdon and the noble Secretary was not 
fo great as the former feemed to imagine, fince the noble Se- 
cretary had admitted that out of the three m^lions paid off* in 
the three years in queflion, the million loan and 678,oooU 
unfunded debt of the navy and interefl, mufl be dedufled, 
againfl which the report of the Committee of 1786 had ex- 
prefsly piovided. * 

The Earl of C#w«/;'y iaid he fhould vote with the noble Earl of 
Secretary, in confequence of the declaration which had fal- Coventry. 
len from him, that a Committee had been moved for elfe* 
where, to inquire into and report the a6lual flare of the pub- 
lic revenue, receipt, and expenditure, up to tlie prefent 
year* 

A'defultory converfation between mofl, of the principal 
Speakers in the debate now took place; m v^hich the fame 
points- were urged again and again; at the conclufion of 
which the Houfe divided qn Loid Ra wdon% motion ; 
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- Majority - 32 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Friday y \Jl ApriU 

Theorder of the day, for the Houfe to take intoconflde- 
ration the treaty with Pruflia being read, 
Earl FitE- Earl Fitvivilliam faid, that after, in fo recent a debate, it had 
William, jj^^p granted by Minifters, that inftead o\ having paid a mil- 
lion yearly of the national debt^ as had been held out, tho 
expenditure of the country had for fome years paft exceeded 
the Receipt, any meafures which might have a tendency to 
involve us in a war produftive of frefti expences, certainly 
appeared very extraordinary, and afforded matter of the moft 
(erious confideration. [His Lordfhip then defired His Ma- 
jefty's meffage to be readj. Which being done, his Lordfliip 
faid, that on former occafions it had been cuflomary, when 
His Majefty fent a meflage to Parliament, defiring their fup- 
port in any meafures, to ftate the grounds upon which fuch 
meafures were undertaken. The prefent meflage was not ac- 
companied with any fuch' ftatement; it barely required fup« 
port in preparation, which had a hoftile tendency, without 
mentioning any caufe of hoftility. Various precedents might 
be adduced to ihew that meflTages were ufually accompanied 
with fome ftatement ; but he fhould confine himfelf to thofd 
which came within his own experience in Parliament. In 
the affairs of Falkland's Ifland, His Majefty's meflage had 
been accompanied with a diftin£k ftatement of the caufes of 
the difpute. The mefl!age relative to the American war had 
been introduced in the famemagher; and in His Majefty's 
ineflTage lafl year, refpefling the difpute with Spain, the 
aggrcflions which had been made, and the grounds of offence 
which we had received, had been fully enumerated. It was, 
therefore, his Lordfliip obferved, fomewhat furprizing, that 
• a period fo critical, and in a matter of fuch importance as the 
prefent, no ftatement had been given. His Majefty required 
an addition to the naval f6rce. It was now only three 
months fince one of the fineft fleets which this country could 
ever boaft pf, had been dift>anded. And certainly that mea- 
fure either indicated an extreme improvidence,, or, within 
that period there rauft have occurred fome new and very ex- 
traordinary 
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^aordinary circumilrances whicli rendered that addition ne- 
ceflary, which ought to be ftated on the prefent occalion. 

Nothing, furely, his Lordihip continued, could account 
for fach condu£b, but forae fudden turn in the fituation of 
affairs, fome ftrange and unexpedled embarraiTment of cir- 
cumftances. The only^round affigned for the hodile mea- 
fures, which it had been judged neceflary, thus fpeedily, and 
without explanation, to adopt, was expediency. With re- 
gard to the treaty with Pruflia, a new doflsine feemed to 
have been advanced by the noble Lord on the woolfack, that 
we were bound to fupport our ally, when only threatened 
with danger^ and before any attack had been commenced; 
that we ought to enter into its views, and prote6k its inte* 
refts, whim they ij^etned to be the objeSs of hoftile intention, 
before they had been infringed by aflual violence. This ac- 
count of the engagements attached to a defenfive treaty, 
certainly differed very widely from any former idea enter- 
tained on the fubjeft; and if fuch were the explanation put 
upon a treaty merely defenfive, he begged leave to afk what 
was the nature of an offenfive treaty, and what farther en- 
gagements it impofed. The authority of the noble Lord 
was fo refpe6>ablc> and hi^. reputation fo high, that any doc- 
trine advanced by him could not fail to fpread through all th« 
Courts of Europe, and wherever it went to carry with it 
confiderable influence. Its extenfion and influence became 
more probable, his Lordftiip faid, as the fame do6lrine, he 
underftood, had been advanced in another Houfe, by a per- 
fon equally diilinguiihed in hisoiEcial rapacity in that Houfe, 
as the noble Lord was in this. The Jodlrine would there- 
fore be received in all the Courts of Europe, as theexprcf- 
fion of theadminiftration of this country. 

It was now his intention to fuggeft fome remarks on the 
Pruffian treaty, [which he here requefted to have read.] 
When this was done, his Lordfhip remarked, that as the in- 
tereft of Pruffia was but very remotely conneSed with the 
objcdls now in difpute between Rulfia and the Porte, it was 
difficult to conceive what ground they could have of alarm. 
Were they afraid that the Emprefs mould eftablifh too ex- 
teniive a footing in Poland ? But, with what propriety 
could they talk of fuch apprehenfions when they had for- 
merly been/ concerned in the partition of Pohnd, in which 
the Emprefs came in for a (hare ? The war, if it might be 
judged from the circumilancesof its commencement, had ori- 
ginated frpm Turkey. The proof that people were the ag- 
greflbrs, was, that they had been fuccefsful in almoft every 
a£lion, whilft the Ruflians feemed totally unprepared for - 
any meafure of hoftility. The Prufliians were defirous to 
obtain poiTcilion of Moldavia, merely in order to give it up 
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to the Turks. But was it not better that it Oiould remain 
in the hands of a Chriftian Sovereign, than be fubjeded to 
the dominion of a Mahonrctan Prince? At any rate, was ft 
proper, alked his Lordfhip, that attack fhould be antici- 
pated and hoftilities commenced, in order to avoid the neoef- 
fity of being put upon a defence ? The poffefEon, which the 
£mprefs had of the Black Sea, gave her advantages whicli 
enabled her not only to refift the attack of her enemies, but 
even defeat the efFefls of their fuccefs. 

I'he noble £arl faid, that if his intreaties fhould not be 
cfFefloaF, he would^now try the influence of reprefcntations 
of danger. Recent experience had already taught us what 
wt were to expeft from meafures like the prefent; What ad- 
vantages had we derived from the boafted convention witd 
Spain? The South Sea fifheries were abandoned by our agrcc- 
inent, riot to come, except witliin a certain diftance, of the 
flibre. The right of fettlement which belonged to all free 
nations upon the uninhabited coafts of Southern America 
h^d been given up. A temporary increafe of 900,000!. an- 
nually in taxes had been incurred; taxes which were raifed by 
th<? oppreflion of the induftrious poor, and had fubjefted the 
peafants in the country, not merely- to the inconvenience 
and iiardfhips of poverty, but to the diftrefs and miferies of 
famine. The increafe of taxes, which was held out as mere- 
ly temporary, would in all probability be perpetual, and he 
. fhould be one of thofe to thank the Minifter for continuing 
them beyond the term limited, as it had been fo clearly 
ftated in a late debate, that the receipt of the country was 
not equal to th^ expenditure. After the experience of fuch 
evils, incurred by meafures like the prefent, and in this ex- 
haufted ftate of the country, would it be proper, a(ked his 
Lordfhip, to fend our armies to a diftance in order to fupport 
Turkey againft Ruflia? On foimer occafions, when His 
Majefly had mentioned the war between thefe two powers, 
he had talked of it indeed as an event calamitous to the par- 
ties, but in which neither thefafety nor dignity of his Crown 
was at all interefted. Some contingency then muft have 
furely occurred, in order all at once to induce this country to 
take fo a6live a part. It was perhaps trufted, that the Em- 
prefs of Ruflia would not be able to oppofe the united ftrength 
of this country. But it was not recollefted that by the doc- 
trine which had fo lately been laid down in a debate with re- 
fpeft to defenfi ve treaties, the Emperor of Germany, with all 
his forces, might come to lier aflSfl;ance. 

His Lordfhip faid, he had now fhewn that we were not 
bound by tiie engagements of treaty, nor could we be in- 
duced, by motives of expediency, to interfere in the war be- 
tween Turkey and Ruflia. On a former occafion, when the 
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King of Sweden was interefted, we had fheWn lefs forward- 
nefs and zeal with refpedt to our mediation. Never had a 
country, with fuch refpeflable refources, roadc fo contemp- 
tible a figure, as we did in that tranfaftion. That Prince 
had been extricated from his difficulties, not by any fupport 
which he derived from us, but by his own great heart.— 
Was it now from a fenfe ©f difa p point men t that force was 
wifhed to be employed? Were thofe terms which cculd not 
be efFefled by mediation, to be extorted by arms ? And was 
this piddeof procedure confident with the equity of a great 
nation ? Thus it appeared, his Lordftiip faid, that we were 
neither bouno by the engagements of treaty, induced by mo- 
tives of expediency, or influenced by confiderations of juftice 
to interfere in the war between Turkey and Ruffia; he there- 
fore meant, on each of thefe three heads to propofc a motion, 
and that their Lordlhips might clearly fee his drift, he would 
now read them. 

" I. That Great Britain hath not become bound by either 
** the exprefs or implied engagements of the treaty of defen- 
" five alliance with his Pruffian Majefty, or with the United ^ 
*^ Provinces, to take hoftile meafurcs, in order to compel the 
" Emprefs of Ruffia to relinquifti the advantages gained by 
** her arms at Oczakow, in Tartary, and in BeflTarabia.*' 

" 2. That the progrefs of the Ruffian arms at Oczakow, in 
** Tartary, and in Beffiirabia, is not an adequate or juft 
" caufe for Great Britain t6 make wat again ft the Emprefs of 
*« Ruffia.'* 

" 3. That the refu(al of conditions of peace propofed by a 
f*^ power offering mediation, is no juft caufe for hoftile mea- 
** fures in fupport of the mediation fo rejefled."- 

He concluded with moving the firft propofition. 

The Lord Chancellor {dMy the noble Earl who had juft fat L®""* 
down, had reprefented what he had faid on a former day, i^ ^^J^^^l* 
a manner, which if the noble Earl had been confcious of it, ^'* 
he was fure no perfonal intereft in the courfe of the debate, 
nor the greateft intereft, cou d have it duced fo honourable 
a mind to do. Thefaft was, his LorcIQiip obferved, tl\at he 
had not at all declaimed on the equity of the treaty, iii any 
manner whatever. He faid, to markdiftinftly what he had 
faidon that occafion, he had compared the meafure to the 
intereft:, which any one nation might talce in the condition of 
a friendly power, cither in refpe6t of a commercial inter-* 
courfe, or of a political intercourfe between them, or,in the 
expedlation of profit, or of any emolument. He did not 
/orefee that it was poffible for any man to m'fapprehend 
what he had faid on the former day. His Lordftiip faid, he 
would not undertake to explain the fuhtletics of treaties, 
but if the courfe of the debate ihouidxall on him, he had no 
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objeflion to give his opinion* He thought it was impoflible 
to define defenfive treaties in general* This was a hardfhip 
which he conceived the cafe by no means required- He did 
not mean to complain that the noble Lord had brought for- 
wanl the fubjeft ; but be did complain that the noble Lord^ 
had (6 mis-ftated what he had faid on a former day. When 
any cafe was fairly ftated, his Lordfhip faid, he had never 
hung bnck from delivering his opinion upon it. 
Earl Fitz- Earl Fitzwil/iam replied, that he apprehended he had "not 
William, mis-ftared thedodlrine of the noble Lord on the woolfack, as 
the fame do6lrine had been followed up by one fide of the 
Houfe in the courfe. of the debate, and he underllood had 
likewife been advanced in the other Houfe. 
Lord ^^^ Lord Chancellor faid, he did Jiot know what had been 

Chancel- ^^^^ *" another plnce, but he had read an account of his own 
Jbr. fpeech in anewfpaper, and no two ideas were more different 

from that ftated in the newfpaper, and what he had ftated in 
\ that Houfe. He was ready to give his opinion on the prin- 

ciples of law and on the conftrudlion of treaties, but he 
would not take upon him to give a definition. Thofe who 
thought treaties capable of being defined, had more know- 
ledge than he pretended to poffefs. His Lordfhip then put 
the queftion upon the firft refolution. 
Lord Lord Grenville rofe and faid, he did not mean to wafte their 

Grenvillc. Lordfhips time b'y going into fubjefts that were foreign to the 
prefent queftion. As to what had pafled between the two 
noble Lords refpefling the meaning of fomething that had 
been faid in a former debate, it would be extremely imperti- 
nent in him, after the manner in which the noble and learned. 
Lord had explained himfelf, to enter any more into the fub- 
jeft. But he begged leave only to claim, for a right ho- 
. nourable friend who was abfent, the fame privilege that th« 
noble and learned Lord had claimed for himfelf. He faid, 
it was irregular to quote a former debate, and to reafon upon 
it; but it was iDuch more fo to go and pick out of a newfpa- 
per the words of a Minifter, and to make them the fubjedl of 
debat* in another Houfe of Parliament, where the Minifter 
was abfent, and confequently had not an opportunity of an- 
fwering for himfelf. His Lordfliip faid, although he had 
another way of knowing, that what was tendered in another 
place was perfe^ly and entirely confiftent, and almoft li- 
terally the fame with what had fallen from the noble and 
learned Lord, yet he felt it to be extremely irregular to en- 
ter into any debate on that fubjefl. He would never ftat^ 
any thing that imputed blame to another, but from what he 
knew of his own knowledge. 

His Lordfliip begged leave ftiortly to go into the queftion 
itfelf. On a former day, he faid, he had the honour of mov- 
ing 
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ing an humble addrefs to His Majefty, thanking him for his 
communication, and afluring His Majefty, that the Houfe 
was ready to fupportliim in bringing about the reftoration of 
peace. He faid, he knew nothing to induce him to depart 
from that line that had been obferved on former occafions. 
AH that he had originally propofed to their Lordfliips^ was , 

i motion of a general nature, and no particular queftions 
were entered into ; other noble Lords had laid down their 
own propofitions, and had drawn fuch concluiions from them 
as they thought proper. After their LordOiips, by the vot© 
of thanks to His Majedy, had, in fome degree fan£cioned and 
approved of the meafure, his Lordihip begged leave to afk^ 
in the fituation in which he flood, whether it was wife or ex« 
pedient to anticipate negotiation on the fubjedl r Their 
Lordfhips would confider whether they meant to continue to 
give that confidence which had beew ordinarily given to Go* 
vernment on fuch m;itters. It had been ilated that a full and 
explicit account had been given, laft year, for entering into 
a war with Spain. It was formerly uncierftood that they 
had not come for ward with the whole bufmefs. Some papers 
were not before the Houfe. While negotiation was pending, 
it w^as not the praflice c^Cthe conftituticn, nor wife for Par- 
liament, to enter into a difcuffion on that negotiation* He 
fubmitted to their Lordfhips that either they £bould continue 
theirr Confidence as formerlyi or withhold it, and take upon 
themfelves the condud of the executive Government. If the 
two Houfes of Parliament took that power into their own 
hands, they muil be refponfible for the exercife of it. His 
LoFdfhip concluded with moving the previous queftion. 

The Earl of D«'iy was not of opinion that any recur- Earl of 
rence to the Spanifli convention, or malt tax, ought to be Derby, 
waved on the prefent occafion. The confi deration of the 
mifcondu£b of Minifters, arid its evil confequences to the fub- 
jed, certainly became very proper, when there was danger 
of the fame mifcondud being repeated, and the fame confe- 
quences incurred. Such confideration ought to render them 
cautious how they gave away their confidence, and adopted 
meafures before they were aware of their tendency. If Mi- 
nifters aflTumed either a wilful veil, or a veil of ignorance, it 
was their duty to be more clear fighted, and allow tKem- 
felves neither to be deceived or mifled. To be fure it might 
be pleafing to the Minifters to confider themfelves as n»galat- 
ing the courfe of events, and deciding the fare of nations. 
They might be pl^afed to exercife the privilege of bullying 
one country, of favouring another, and facrificing the in- 
tereft of a third. But before they could induce the nation to 
engage in meafures of fo ferious a tendency, certainly fome 
farther rtafons were neceHary than had hitherto been ailxgned. 

His 
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His Lord(hip faid, he did not mean to affirm that continental 
connexions were altogether pernicious, but he could not 
help thinking that they wer«much too dearly purchafed; and 
before we renewed our confidence on the prefent occaCon, 
we ought to attend to the effe£ts of former experience. 
With regard to continental connections, it had frequently 
been our lot to be hurt by their love, and poifoned by their 
hate. We ought to remember that the pride of Spain was 
. ftill offended, and that fhe only waited an opportunity to ex- 
prefs her fenfe of the indignity which we had put upon her. 
We ought like wife to recolleS our treatment of the Braban- 
ters, from whom we had transferred our affiftance to the Em- 
peror of Germany. There were no limits fet to the prefent 
bufinefs, nor could we know the lengths to which we might 
be carried by our approbation. It required only a beginning, 
we became then bound to abide by the iffue. Every fhilling 
which wefhould now vote, was only an earneft of future mil* 
lions. 

The noble Earl remarked the difficulty which we ihould 
have to encounter in a war with the Emprefs of Ruflila. Her 
power in the Black Sea enabled hei* to prevent us from enter- 
ing the Mediterranean. He reprobated the condudl of the 
• Minifters in interfering with the politics of every country, 
and embarraffing the nation with all the Courts of Eqrope. 
He deemed them entirely unfit for tlie elevated ftation which 
they occupied, and thought that they ought to be let down as 
leafily as poflible. Had they improved the opportunity of 
purfuing pacific meafures, they might havefavcd the country 
from the difficulties in which it is now likely to be involved.' 
It was true, hisLordfhip faid, that the executive power was 
dlffinSl: from the legiflative. -But had not they in their le- 
giflative capacity, the right and power of influencing the dif- 
charge of the executive truft, by refufmg the fupplies ne- 
ceflary for a war, which difapproving, as he did, of the 
meafures that had been adopted, he fhould moft certainly do. 
There was not a man out of Parliament, he affirmed, who 
approved of a war in the prefent circumftances. Could ad- 
drefles of approbation have been o'btained, Minifters, who 
knew well how to avail themfelves of fuch arts, would have 
dunned our ears with them. But not having been able to in- 
duce any to approve, they were coutenttd that they ftiould 
remain quiet. He concluded with giving his entire approba- 
tion to the motion of Earl FitzwilJiam. 
Duke of n*hc Duke of Leeds faid, that the noble Lords liad taken 
Z^cds. their own fuppofitions, and drawn conclufions from them, 
as if they were really fa6ts. They had talked, and reafoned 
as if the nr^tion was, ^'^ra«f<? ^^//o, actually engaged in the 
prs-^grefs of hoilllities. He, in his official capacity, would 
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«dvife a war, if it were necefl*ary, but before fach war 
iboaldbedeteritiined, he fhould moil certgit^Iy bring it for-i 
ward as a fubjedt of debate. At prefent, while the negotia- 
tion was pending, it would be improper to communicate any 
information, which might affedl its progrefs. If the Minil- 
ters were delVmed to fall, they would at leafl be obliged to 
the noble Lord, the more eafily he ihould let them down.^ 
The execative power, his Grace faid, could not fubfift with- 
out a certain degree of confidence; whilft, at the fame time, 
he confidered Mrnifters as refponfible fqr the cx<»rcife of that 
confidence* His Grace fpoke in very high terms of the Em- 
prefs of Ruflia, and conceived that the mind of that great 
Princcfs was not a6)uated by motives of refentment, but 
was prepared for a mediation on fair and reafonable terms. 
He begged lea*Ve to call to their attention what he was fure 
they would all recollect. He wiPned to fj eak with great 
perfonal efteem and regard of the noble Lord, who had been 
at the time at the head of adminiftration. They all recoN 
Icdled fomte years ago during the /American war how much 
the public mind was exafperated, and what a clamour wa$ 
occafioned by His* Majefty's Minifiers blending the legif- 
latiye power with the executive. When meafures purely of 
an executive nature were doubtful in the refult, MiniAers 
had come to Parliament and obtained the fancflion of both 
Houfesy in order to throw the refponfibility from their own 
(houlders upon Parliament. His Grace held it to be indif- 
penfibly neceflary that the legiflative and executive powers 
fhouldbektpt diftin<S^. He alfo held it to be indifpenfibly 
neceflary that the executive power ihould be attended with 
reiponiibility, and that the confidential fervants of th« Crown 
and thofe who advifed His Majefty, fhould be refponfible for 
'the advice which they gave to His Majefty. His Grace con- 
cluded a very able fpeech, with alfcrting, that there was not 
the leaft room to fay that His Majefty*s Minifters had either 
bullied or had ftooped to low adulation, and he would defy 
any noble Lord to alledge that the prefent fervants of the 
Crown had betrayed the truft of the Crown. 

Lord Porchefler inveighed againft the doSrine of confidence Lord 
in Minifters, and the demand q( it, which was brought for- Porchcft«c 
ward on this occafion, as well as theexerdfe which was in- 
tended to be made of it, ifitftiould be granted. His Lord- 
fliip faid, they aiked on?y for the nation's blood anH treafure 
to difpofe of, as they ftiould think fir, without giving them 
any information what was the caufe of the demand, or the 
ufe to which they were to be applied. But he trufted that 
they would meet with a repulfe, and that from recent experi- 
ence the Houfe would be taught a more judicious exercife of 
their confidence. 
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Earl of The Earl of Guildford rok for the firft time in that Houf<^ 
Guildford and prefaced his fpeech with faying, that he did n«t intend 
to have taken any part in the difcuffion of the queftion before 
the Houfe, had he n«t been called up by the particular man- 
ner in which the noble Duke alluded to the conduS and mea- 
fures of an adminiftration in which he bore a condderabte 
pSart, and was no doubt an unworthy Member. In the al- 
luiions made by the noble Duke, his Grace had paid many 
handfome compliments to him perfonally, which, his Lord- 
fliip faid, he would be very happy that he had, though he 
Uiuch feared that he had not, deferved ; but certainly, as the 
noble Duke had exprefled fuch'fentiments of regard, friend- 
fhip, and attachment, as he had honoured him with that 
night, he trufted he never would forget his efteem, or treat it 
with ingratitude. 

When the conduft of that adminiftration was brought' for- 
ward to their Lordfhips, he was forry, his Lordfhip faid, 
that it was not done as an example worthy of imitation, but, 
on the contrary, as a beacon to be ihunned and avoided as 
much aspoffible; and the circumfpe'd^, cautious, and guarded 
filence of thofe now intrufted with the management of the ex- 
ecutive power, was contrafled with the lair, candid, and 
manly opennefs and readinefs to communicate important in- 
formation to Parliament, which had diflinguiihed that admi- 
niftration in which he had been placed, and for which con- 
dadl he, it feems, with many other noble Lords in that 
Hbufe, are now to be arraigned by the prefent adminiftration. 
As far as his memory ferved him, and if he went wrong, he 
trufted fome noble Lord would put him to rights, tEe Minif- 
ters, that were alluded to, thought it not only proper, but 
ftriSly their duty, upon every occaCon of that Importance 
or ferious nature which required the aid or advice of Parlia- 
ment, to come down and communicate to the Parliament the 
real fituation they were in, together with the caufes. of that 
fituation, as far as they could be known, and could be dif- 
clofed with fafety to the State; and then to form, by the af- 
ftftance and advice of Parliament, fuch a plan for future ma* 
nagement as fecmed beft adapted to the exifting circuraftances 
at the time, and moft likely to produce falutary and defirable 
cffefts. It likewifp had been the praftice of thofe witl^ 
whom he bad the honour to .ift, his Lordfhlp faidj when 
they required any aid from the refources of the country, 
which they could alone get conftitutionally by the means of 
an application to Parliament, to lay before Parliament every 
information that tended to fhew upon what grounds or for 
^ what purpofes they made the requifiiion, as far as fuch com- 
munication could be made, without endangering the country, 
9r betraying the tnift repofed in them by their Sovereign, or 

revealiog, 
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revealing, what always ought to be inviolably Concealed, the 
fecrets of the ftate. It had been faid, that this conduct had 
occafioned great alarm and clamour in the country, and that 
Miniflers, in order to fhield themfelves from the blame and 
deftrudlive confeque'ndes of their meafures, had, upon all oc- 
cafions, applied to Parliament, and thereby involved Pailia- 
ment in the odium which occafioned that clamour. What- 
ever clamour was at that time, he would aflert, that a more 
idle^ unfounded, or unjuft, clamour never exifted; and he 
appealed to that Houfe, arid could appeal to the country at 
large, whether that adminiflration had, upon any occafion, 
given the world the fmalleft grounds to form fuch an idea, 
as that they went to Parliament merely to fcreen themfelves 
from the confequences of their own condu<ft, by involving 
Parliament, as having given afSftance and advice to purfue 
meafures, which they themfelves were afterwards afraid to 
acknowledge; a condu£b that could not be too much or too 
flrongly reprobated, as it went to throw off all fort of refpon- 
fibility from the official fervants of the Crown. 

Whatever confidence was due to the executive Govern- 
ment, and, to a certain degree, no man, his Lordfhip faid, 
could be a greater advocate for it than he was, nothing would 
perfuade him that it ought to be carried to that blind; im- 
plicit, and unintelligible length, which feemed to be required 
now a-days by thofe entrufted with the executive power in 
this country. On all matters of fuch ferious importance, fo 
momentous and interefting as the prefent bufinefs was to , 

the country, bethought it became Minifters tp communi- 
cate to Parliament fuch explanation as they furely might do 
without hazard. No honeft Mmifter ever would betray his 
Sovereign, or expofe the fecrets of the Cabinet; but at the 
fame time, no honeft Minifter would make a demand upon 
Parliament for their aid and advice, and lay claim to it and 
the public purfe, without affigning any one reafon for that 
demand, farther than the neceffary confidence that is due to 
the fervants of the Crown; and if they diil, there were very 
few periods at which it would avail them, and he fincerely 
hoped and trufted that this was not the time when fuch an 
argument would be fuccefsful. When great and important 
plans were in agitation, great expence muft be incurred; to 
defray which, the refources of the country muft be required, 
and the con fen t of the people, by their reprefentatives in 
Parliament, muft he obtained, before thefe refonrccs can be 
appropriated to the intended purpofes. But on all fuc^i occa- 
fions It is proper and juft that the country fhould know that 
their rights were in fortie degree or other invaded, fnat their *^" ' 

commercial or political intereft were either injured or endan- . .. 
gered, or that the honour of the country had been infulted ;L . 
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. idl, or any of which caufes^ are fufEcient to juftify the mea« 
fures of the executive Government, and tofatisfy thecoantry 
that their inoft material and fuhftantial interefts were at ilake, 
and that theconduftof Adminiftration was the neceflary and 
proper confequence, from the (ituation the country was in^ 
and not the capricious and wilful ads of Miniders, for feme 
. private end or wild projeS, the expediency or neceffity of 
which exifted only in their own minds, unknown, unex- 
plained, and undennabfeto all the world befidcs. 

That the queilion of to-day was in its nature ferious, mo- 
mentous, and important, his Lordfhip faid, there could be 
but on* o Mnion either in or out of that Houfe. That the 
profpeft of the country being plunged into a war, the confc- 
queiices of which muft be ruinous, and the termination 
doul>tfu1, was a cucumflance worthy of folemn deliberation; 
and ihat there exifted any neceflity for this war, or that any 
advantage could pofEbly accrue from it, were circumftanccs 
of which we were as yet entirely in the dark; neither by His 
Majtffty's meflage, nor by any informatioQ that Minifters 
had yet given, orfeemed difpofed to give, could that Houfe, 
far lefs the country, learn that their rights were in any (hape 
invaded, that their commercial or political interefts were at 
all expofed or endangered, or that the honour of the country 
had been any where, or any how, infulted. hi this (itua- 
tion, therefore, from the pro'found and inexplicable (llence 
obferved by Minifters, what had the country to think of 
their condu(5V, and would it not be much better fenfe, and 
more to their honour, were Minifters to come forward with 
an open and manly firranefs, to communicate to Parliament 
fome explanation, and aflign fOme reafons for their condufk 
before they aiked their afliftance ^d approbation, or claimed 
their confidence, which, his Lordflxip infifted, they might 
fafcly do, without betraying any truft, or expofing any fe- 
cret that ought to be concealed ; and unlefs they did this, he 
faid, he for one, could not lee any poffible claim which they 
had either to confidence or approbation.' 
' As to the motion made by the noble I^ord, and now before 
their Lordfhips, the noble Earl faid, he approved of it, what- 
ever fuccefs might attend it, and was happy that it had been 
made, becaufe it had produced one very good and very great 
eiFed, and that was, a clear, explicit, and ample declaration, 
from the higheft authority, and from a quarter that he ever 
had, and would have, the higheft refpe£l and veneration for. 
He complimented the Lord Chancellor very highly, and dif^ 
claimed every idea of flattery. The noble and learned Lord 
had declared, that we had no fcederous connedlion with 
Pruffia, which occafioned the prefent .war, and that on a 
iona fide'con{iv\i6X\on of that treaty, which was now the 
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fubjed of difcuffion, there was nothing in the letter or' 
fpirit of that treaty that could be conArued into a caufe for 
the prefent* armament, and that it was merely a defend ve 
treaty of alliance, and could be looked upon in no other 
light*' Lord Guildford faid, it could fcarce b« argued, that 
Prui&a had much to dread from the Emprefs extending her 
dominions to the frontiers of Poland; when it was remem- 
bered, that the King of Pruffia, whom he confidered as one 
of the greateft, wifeft, heft Piinces that ever lived, had him- 
felf been a party in fettling and confirming the treaty of par- 
tition. With regard to what had been faid by the noble 
Duke, that we were not at war, but negotiating, not being 
in the fecret, he could not pretend to ftate to the Houle 
what were the terms offered by Ruffia to prevent war; but 
in his opinion, the terms which were fuppofed to be ofiFered, ~ 
as far as they had been mentioned, appeared reafonable; and 
Until they were contradi£ted from authority, they ipuft ba 
thought the real offers which the Emprefs had made. And 
he could not help^inking, his Lerdfhip faid, that from the 
prefent afpe£l of affairs we feemed to be arming, not for the 
purpofeof obtaining and fecuring peace, but for certain con- 
ditions of peace, which conditions are di(9ated by the caprice 
and opinion of Minillers.only ; and fo different in their na- 
ture from the offers made, as to appear unreafonable to the 
Court we are negotiating with, and not likely to be agreed 
to. It was but fair that the Hanfe and the country Ihould 
be infenned as to what offers had been made, becaufe it was 
the avowed intereffs of this country to preferve peace in 
Europe. If that offer was no ways detrimental to the com- 
mercial intereAs of the country^ or no ways derogatory to 
the honour of the nation, certainly it fhould be agreed to. 
If an oppofite conduiSl was followed by Miniffei s, the coun- 
try muft be at a lofs to account for the intentions of this 
war. Refentment, for pafl iirjuries, had been hinted at; 
but no man>would argue, that refentment was a proper mo- 
tive for any country ro go to war. In his mind, it was one 
'of the worA and mofl unjuft of all caufes, even for an 
armament like the prefent; which, till farther explanation 
was given, he would confider as prepared merely to* enforce 
certain conditions of peace, or provoke an unjufl war upon 
no other grounds but a blind confidence in Minifters, and 
bare flatement from them, that they thought their own 
meafures expedient. 

His Lordfhip faid, that if ihefe conditions were to be ob- 
tained at the expence of twenty millions, or ten millions, or 
even five, millions, he would a(k Miniilers, after they ha^ 
wrefted Oczakow from the Empr^ds, what the value of it 
was to this country, or what return the country would 
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receive for that expenditure. He then ftatdd the opinion of 
one of the greateft men, and ableft Generals (Marfhai 
Keith), whom he had ever known. A countryman of our 
own, who had long been in the Ruffian army, and after- 
wards had gone into the PruiEan fervice. That great man 
had told the King of Pruffia, when the King had proje£teda 
plan of penetrating through I^ivonia to the Ruffian domi- 
nions, that fuch a fcheme would require a very numeroos, 
and a very well difciplined army, under the coctimand of 
the greateft and wifeli General, before it could be rendered 
fuccefsful, or even pradilcable ; and that on the other hand, 
a very fmall detachiitent of an army could fuccefsfully im- 
pede his progrefs if the attempt were made. Witli this 
opinion before our eyes, what could we mean to do, his 
Lordihip faid ; was it our intention to embark in fuch a de- 
fign, or were we to endeavour to penetrate to Peterfburgh, 
according to the plan which Charles the Twelfth, one of 
the greateA and boldeft military geniufes of his time^ had 
taken ? 

As to the refources of this country, his Lordfhip faid, 
he was none of thofe who thought that they were exhaufted, 
and that the finances of the country were in a deplorable fi^ 
tuation ; he thought the fa6l was otherwife ; and that the 
national debt was not fo great a burthen, or fell fo oppref- 
fivA as 'had been ftated. He, however, thought that it was 

V proper to have in view the true length to which it might 
with fafety be extended, before any additional burthens 
were impofed, or money drained from the country without 
folid and fubftantial grounds. He really thought it neceP- 
fary, however, to prefs for fome explanation upon the caufe 
of the war, that the country might know what great advan- 
tage to their commerce, manufactures, or revenues, and 
what other benefit's were likely to accrue to us from a war 
carried on with Calmuck Tartary. Although, perhaps, he 
would have very little to do with the management- of this 
war, his Lordfhip owned he had fome degree of curiofity to 
know the event of it. As to our fleet, no man, his Lord- 
ihip faid, within or without that Houfe, had a higher opid ion 
of the bravery of our officers, or the courage of onr lea- 
men, than he had; but he would venture to alTert, (or, if 
he were more given to modern fafhions, he would even bet), 
that whenever we chofe to fend our fleets into the Baltic, or 
to the Black Sea, they would meet with no enemy what- 
ever, unlefs enemies which were always to be found in 
thofe feas ; the wind, the fhoals, and the rocks, violent 
enemies to be fure; but when added to the expence and 

. taxation that muft enfue at home, were all, he believed, 
that we could meet with. 

After 
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After di(cuffing the matter before the Houfe in every' 
point that it could poffibly be ilatedy his LordChip con* 
eluded, by pufhing Minifters to explain thie. claufe of quar*^ 
rely and the offers of accpmmodatioa tliat have been made by 
the Eniprefs, (as far as (udi explan^ation could be fafely 
given), before they were entitled, c^r could fairly, openly, 
and candidly, claim the approbation and confidence of Par- 
liament. 

The Earl oi Hardwicke faid their LordChips had no right to Earl 
fay that they were furprift d, or even that the prefent fubje<St of Hard- 
was new to them ; for His Majefty, in the fpeech at the wicke. 
opening of the feffioti, had announced the faft that his me- 
diation had not fucceeded in bringing ;xbout a. peace, and 
after this, a larger marine ellabliihment than ufual was 
voted. ,He approved of what the Minifters bad done, and 
he ftiould think them wrong, in the prefent ftage of the 
bufinefs, to difclofe any thing more than they had done in 
the meflage. 

Vifcount Stormont apologized for rifing at fo late an hour; Vifcount 
he would not intrude long on their Lordiliips' patience : In- Stormont. 
deed, after a fpeech of fuch unanfwetable reafoning, of fo 
much information and eloquence, as they had heard from 
his noble friend (the Earl of C^uilJford), nothing that he h«d 
to fay could be of much confequence. Aftier the debate 
both of this and the former evening, it muft be evident that. 
Minifters forfook every ground which the cuftom and ufage 
of the conftitntion bad eftabliftied, and in a dictatorial tone, 
delivered out this alarming meafqre, as a matter to which 
Parliament was blindly to accede, but which they had no 
right to inveftigate. They demanded confidence, his Lord • , 
fhip faid, as men demanded a right; and threw themfelves, 
not on reafon, not on argument, but on refponfibillty. 
« We are,'* fay they, " refponfible for this meafure,. We 
*' are refolv^d on it. We want not your advice. We call 
** only for your acquiefcence." This was certainly not a 
tone to which Parliament had been accuftomed, nor that 
which was becoming at any time, or in any cafe. The • 
noble Duke (of Leeds) whofe manners in private life were fo 
polifhed, had not in his public cnpacity fent a meflhge to her 
Imperial Majefty remarkable for moderation. He would be 
bound to fay, that no precedent could be found for it in the 
office which he held. Unprovoked, unattacked, we chofe to 
interfere in a war, in whfth -flie was not the aggreffor, afid 
with a preremptory voice demanded, that ftie fhould not re- 
tain any one of the places which /he had conquered as an in- 
demnification for the ex pence. Thi5 war, of which, his 
Lordihip faid,. he was too much afraid we were the original 
authors, for Minifters had not attempted to contradi<S the 

rumour 
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mmour that Britifti councils had excited tlie Turks to attack 
Rui&a, was to be put a ftop to by this prerecnptory mandate* 
It wras as unwife, as it was likely to be calamitous. It was 
now a new fituation^ for we never had a fleet in the Baltic 
without at the fame time pofTeffing a friend there. Ami 
fuch a meflage was never fent to any foreign power. If 
therefore Minifters were determined to ftand on their refpon- 
fibility, he muft warn them of the extent of their pledge ; 
for the day of account itiuft co<ne^ and he forefaw it would 
be a day or fevere reckoning. 

To expe£t that the high minded Princefs, whom again, he 
rouft fay, bore, in many of the great points of charadler, % 
ftrong refemblance to our illuftrious Elizabeth, had in parti- 
cular a heart of undaunted bravery, and a foul too magna- 
nimous to brook a di£latorial condu£), wouid be intimidated 
by our threats, his Lordfhip faid» was highly imprpbable. 
And what was it, his LordHiip afked, that wc thus info- 
lently demanded; that after being drawn into a war, fhe 
fhould yield up a fpoj* which might be the means of enabling 
the Turks more eafily to attack her again. And this we de- 
manded at the very moment when we. had made a treaty in- 
India, the mod infamous one that ever was made; infamous 
even in India, where men allowed themfelves more latitude of 
condufl than in other climates, a treaty, in which, lik« 
favages more than like men, we had really entered into an 
agreement to divide the territories of a power whom we had 
determined to attack. And this we were doing in A(ia, 
while in Europe we refolved to hazard a war with a natu- 
ral ally, to prevent her from keeping a little barren fpot, 
wtrich fhe thought of fome confequence ; and this we were 
to do, becaufe the King of Pruffia, with whom we had a 
defenfive treaty, conceived that the pofleflion of this placo 
might be injurious to him. His Lordfhip concluded with 
faying, that if fuch were to be the conftrucSlibn of a treaty, 
be knew no difference between a defenfive and an oppreliive 
treaty. 
Lord The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and in a (hort 
Chtncel- fpeech obferved, that it muft be unwife to enter b«fore- 
Ij^f* hand into the difcufCon of any matter ftated to be in ne- 

gociation, and therefore he fliould decline giving any opi- 
nion upon the fubjedl. In reply to what a noble Earl near 
him had fuggefled, from an imagination that he had In a for- 
mer debate difcujHed the merits of the Pruflian treaty, he 
could only fay, that he had made no fuch difcufCon. With 
tegard to the conftru6lion put upon defenfiye treaties, he 
faw no reafon fo ftriflly to interpret them as to lay it down 
{kat the parties were to wait for an attack before they took 

any 
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any rneafufes for their defence; aiid he woiilJ a(k, if the 
prefent King of Pruffia were to liave it recommended to 
him to be perfedlly pallive till thfe fwbrd Was adlually in his 
bofom? After (hewing the ahfurdity of fuch conduft-and 
ohferving, that under a defeilfive treaty it ihight fall out, 
that 'one of the parties in that treaty ftrutk thfe firft blow, 
his Lordfhip called the attetitioil of the Hobfe to the queflion 
then before them, Vit. the previous qutjlibn. The only 
queftioti) therefote, he faid, that he fhould have to put^ 
would be, whether the original nidtion (hould be then put 
br not, and to that queilion t¥Otild their Ldtdfhips have to 
fay content or not content. 

The Duke^of Montrofe faid, he rejoicecf to Hear firorti the Duke of 
noble Lord in the blue tibbahd (Lord Guildford), that in hisMontroft; 
bpinion^ we were npt come to the eiid of our refources. It 
jufiified the noble Secretary irl the. manner in which he had 
met the arguments of a noble Lord oti this dajf^ when that 
fubj'eA was difcufied. He was glad t6 heat him fay, that 
bur fleets were not likely to nleet an enemy in the Baltic, 
but tempefts^ and fnallows, and rdcks; If it were fo, his 
Grace faid, he trufted, that whatever enfertiy they met, they 
would give a good actount 6l them. He was aftbuiihed to 
heap the noble Vifcount fey^ that the treaty with the Nizarh 
and the M;<hratta^.was an infamous treaty. A day was ap- 
pointed for taking it into conlideration, and be truAed it 
would be fotmd to be A treaty for the honour and intereft of • ^ 

the King; 

Lord Ravodon faid, the lilaiiHer iti which the noble Duke Lorcl 
had alluded to his motion for a Codimittee to examine th^ Rawdon* 
ftate of the finances, demanded a (hort animadverfiorl. He 
had explicitly ilated, as a fadt, which he was ready to de- 
monfirate, that in the three hft year^,^ finc^ the eflabUIh- 
ment of the plan of redemption, and of profound peace, our 
Expenditure had exceeded our intdme, arid that MiniAerS 
had held out a fallacy, in faying that they had paid off <i 
million a year. He repeated the afiertion. He challenged 
them ta go into a Committee. If they did not feel bold 
enough to do (b, he claimed it aS his right that f bey ihould 
not difpute the faft. 

Lord Gftnville replied, that he felt himfelf juftified in Lord 
thinking it unneceflary to go into the Committee. He Greotille. 
had faid that in the tHree firfl years of the period to which 
the noble Lord alluded, ther6 had been paid ofF2,700,oooI. 
and there had only been borrowed 1,700,060!. fo that there 
was a furplus in that period of i,ooo,oool. 

Lord Rawdon. << Why," faid the noble Lord, « if the Lord 
** fatft be fo, will not the noble Secretary go With ihe into a Rawd«n* 
** Committee, and exhibit his proofs? I again challenga 
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*^him to the proofs. I again aver that he includes Exche- 
<' quer bills to a confiderable ajnount, and takes a large 
*^ arrear as an article of revenue ; both of which are grofs 
f*^ and palpable fallacies. Such are the temporary- expedi- 
** ents, by which Minifters bolftcr up (hiblic credit and 
*' fuftain themfelves. After fhrinking from inquiry and 
** decifion, when the conteft was propofed to him in the 
*< mod folemn manner, upon a former occafionr the noble 
*' Lord muft now be underflood to have relinquifhed all 
" right of dating the queftion as ftill doubtful. 

*^ If, however, his better refleflion has led him to think 

'^ that he was indifcreet in declining the inveftigation upon 

^ ,** the former occafion, he was willing to give him one 

** more opportunity, but it rouft be the laft; if the noble 

** Secretary of State will not dome forward to meet me with 

*^ that diftinS contradidkion which fliall afibrd ground for 

** your Lordfhips* determination, let it be now ^under- 

<< flood that he for ever abandons the point, and the matter 

<^ mufl never more be argued in this Houfe as undecided. If 

" he will ftand forward and meet me, then your Lord- 

.*' fliips cannot, confiftently with your duty to the public, 

.<* refufe me a Committee; and that Committee fhall decide 

*< which of us two, (landing in the face of his country, 

<^ {hall have dared deliberately to advance the thing which 

« is not." 

Lord Lord GrcnvUle faid, he was fure the noble Lord did not 

drcnrillc. mean to afllert that he had afferted the thing which was not. 

. / He thought that the Houfe were as proptr as a Committee 

to decide on the accounts. 

The Houfe then divided on the previous queftion. 
Contents — 32 

Proxies — 2 

— 34 
Not Contents — 82 

Proxies •— 12 

— 94 

The other queftions were then put, and negatived in the 

fame way without a divifion. 
The Houfe adjourned. 

Mandajy l\ih JpriL 

The order of the day being read for the Houfe to take into 
con(kleratIon the India papers on the table, 
Lofd Lord PorcheJiiK rofe, and addreflid their Lord-fliips in 4 
P©rchcftcr fpeech to the following eiFeiS : 

. The papers upon your Lordfliips' table fiirnifii matter of fo 

much alarm, that however unwilling \ atn to trefpafs on your 

time^ I feel it peculiarly my duty, who moved their produc- 

I tion, 
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tloii, to draw your Lordfliips' attention -to the very imjlprt- 
ant tranfadlions which they contain': it is, however, a* duty 
which I cannot difcharge without re!u£lance, left I fhould in 
its progrefs appear to impeach, in any degree, the high opinion 
which 1 entertain of the charaSer of the noble Earl who 
prefwies over the Company's fervants in India, and is the prin- 
cipal aflor in the tranfadions to which I muft entreat your 
Lordihips' ferious attefntion. No man is more fully perfuaded 
than I am, or more willing to acknowledge, that the noble 
Earl has pafled a life of irreproachable honour and integrity, 
hi the ferviceof his country, dndthat, for a hfe fo fpenr, no 
common gratitude is his due; and, however infignificant the 
eftimate of my praife may be, no man at leaft more cheer- 
fully pays his portion of the public gratitude to the no!>le 
Earl than 1 do ; but in^ whatever eftimarion I may hold the 
virtues of the' Governor General, if I were even perfuaded 
that lie could on all cccafions diveA himfelf of the prejudices 
of a military education, that he could at all times moderate / 

and temper the fenfibility and ardour of a foldier, with the 
cool caution of a fiatefman, and phlegm of a financier; eveu 
if I attribute. d infallibility to his judgement, I muft equally 
beperfuadecl, that the Board of Controul poflefled all his vir- 
tues, or at leaft, that they had from the beginning left him 
Jothe exercife of his own, before the refpedl I bear to his 
character could filence my judgement on the tranfadlions in 
queftion. That this is not the cafe, nfany incontrovertible 
proofs, drawn from the documents on your table, fufEciently 
evince ; and indeed the charafler and features of the tranfac- 
tioa betray its parent; the fame mifchievous fpirit that has 
availed itfelf of the depreffion of France in her political fphere, 
in order to embroil iis with the reft of Europe, has feized the 
fame opportunity to difturb the tranquillity of India; the 
fame iniquitous tolly that has converted the fortunate oppor- 
tunity of recruiting in peace our cxhaufted ftrength, into the 
curfed occafion of wafting the miferable remnants of declin- - 
jng refources on idle and ruinous projefls, has equally per- 
vaded our affairs in Europe and Ada, It is an impolitiq Ad- - 
miniftration at home, and not the Governor General in In- 
dia, who is the author of all thjs evil, and refponfible for all 
its fatal confequences. 

It is not to trifling circumftanees of miftaken policy, faid 
his Lordfhip, it is not to vepial errors of a Government in- 
volved in the emb^irraffing intricacies of a difBcult and criti- 
cal fitu^tion ; it is to a war, wantonly entered into, without 
proybc:^t4on ; a war, whofe objefl is mere conqueft, without 
the refources n^ccffary to carry it on ; in violation of treaties, 
in contempt of the recorded policy of the Ceurt of Direflors, ^ ^ 

throvgh a (cries of years, founded on the wifdom of their - * 

a ^noft ' 
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poA ^Kperienced fervants, in contempt of tbeic reiterate4 
prMrs^ grown dale with repietition, and in open defianpe of 
the fanSion and authority of the. legiflature. I am well 
aware, my Lprds, that the fubje<St I have undertaken is as in* 
tricate, as it is important ; and I am equally aware, that its 
importance required greater abilities than mine to do it juf- 
tice; abilities niore praSifed in giving perfpicuity to thein-r 
tricacies of mixed detail and reference: I am coiifcious, that 
without the mei^nsof feducing your attention, I muft trefpafs 
puch upon your patience during the progrefs of a dry and te- 
dious detail, interrupted with trequent references to the do- 
cuments on your table, in order to fhape from the disjointed 
limbs of an involved and myfterious tranfaftion, a body of 
proof, capable of convincing ypur judgement. I doubt not, 
however, if I am fo fortunate as to obtain your attention, 
that I ihall provie 9II tt^at I have aflerted of this tran&fiion 
to your conyiftion, as forcibly as it is imprefled upon my 
own. The hiftory of that part of India, as far as relates tP 
the prefent fubjeS, iriay be coUefted from a brief flatement 
of the treaties qn your table; the treaties we have concluded 
^ with the Nizam, and his condufl under thofe engagements, 
will fufEciently marlc the charafler of him, on whofe faith 
and alTiiiance we now rely, and the fituation in which we 
flood with refpcft to hini before the prefent difturbances. 
On the i2thof November, 1766, the India Company con- 
cluded a treaty yrith the Ni^am, and amongft other articles 
of great importance to him, we engaged to Tupply him with 
certain flipulated forces, under certain circumftances: the 
objedt of this claufe was to ynite our fories to his, in charac- 
ter of hjs ally, in order to invade the territories of Hyder 
Naigue; and accordingly, in the beginning of 1767, the 
Engliih forces, in conjundlion with the Nizam, invaded 
Hyder*s dominions, In>a very few months the Niz^m made 
his peace with Hyd^r, without giving his Englifti allies any 
pther notice, than that he had no farther pccafion for their 
fervice, and le;aving them in aneneniy's country to make the 
beft retreat they cquld; he left them principals in a war, in ' 
v^hich they had entered as his allies; neither did he limit his 
treachery to fiipple defertion; before the year was expired he 
joined his late enemy Hyder, with 8O31OO0 men, againft his 
Jate friends and allies ; and, in conjundlion with Hyder, in- 
vaded the Carnatic, apd with Hyder was defeated in Septem- 
ber 1767, by General Jofeph Smith* at Trinomaly : taught 
by this rough leflbn, he as readily and honourably deferted 
his new friend Hyder, and united himfelf again with the 
Engliih, to extirpate Hyder as ^ monfter ; having thus 
changed fides three times in thirteen months. For this pur- 
fpfe, on the 23d of February 1768, he concluded a^ treaty 
* *' " ' "' ' ' '' ■' ' "■ " ' ' with 
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with us, in which, with modeft confidence he afferts,* ** That ^ 
5* Hyder Naigue having btely invaded and laid wafte with 
** fire and fword the poffeflions of tlje £ngli& Company, and 
" the Nahob Wolau Jau in the Carnatic, (a<fts which he 
*^ hioifelf had done in concert with Hyder) it is certainly 
** neceiTary for their peace, &c. that the faid Hyder Naigu% 
" (hould be punifhed, &c." In this treaty, hd generoufly 
beflows on the Englifh the country of the Carnatic Bella 
Gaut, belonging to, and then in the pofTeflioa of, Hyder* 
and engages to affift them in its conqueft, on condition, that 
as foon as they fliall be in poffeffion, they fhall pay to hint 
annually, feyen lacks of rupees, and to the Mahrattas the 
whole chout, or one fourth of the nett annual revenues of 
the country. The Company likewife engage to furnifh cer- 
tain ilipulate'd troops whenever he fhall require them, pro- 
vided the affairs of the Company permitted it; by which laft 
words th^ Company referred the full difcretion of fepding the 
faid troops or not, according to circumflances* I wifh to 
point your Lordfhips attention to this claufe, as I (hall have 
very material occafion to revert to it; this is the laft treaty 
concluded with the Nizam, previous to thofe which are the 
fubjedl of the prefent confideration. 1 he peace with Hyder, 
that took place in the year following, 1769, obliterated all 
that part of the above treaty wtiich refped^ed the conquefl of 
Hyder's dominions, to whom we ceded all our claim, by 
treating with him ^s Sovereign of that country, leaving him 
in full pqfleflion, and even becoming gu ran ty to him for that 
poflefEop: in other refpedts, the treaty of 1769, was a tpere 
treaty of peace between the (:ontra<9ing parties, namely, \hm 
Company and Hyder; and including the allies of each party 
as allies of the war, and nominally the Rajahs of Tanjore 
and Travancore, a& allies of the Carnatic P*iyen Gaut. By 
the fecond article, the contracting parties, namely, the 
Company ^nd Hyder, guaranty each other's pofTeffions, and 
not thofe of their allies: it is material that your Lordfhips 
fhould. obferve, that this fecond article of mutual guarantee 
gave fo much difpleafure to the Court of Direftors, (as breakr 
ing thropgh the policy which they had prefcribed to rule the 
conduft of their fervants,) that in th^ir lettet to theSeledl 
Committer at Madras, dated the loth of April, 177 1, they 
fay, " We cannot hut confider the defenfive alliance with 
?' Hyder, as t fource of infinite evils, and we hope that no 
* temporary confideratjons will in future time induce our fer- 
<* vants to embarrafs us with claims, the fulfilling of which 
f* may tend to wound our commercial 'mtereft, and endanger 
*' the public tranquillity, and the refufal whereof may ia 
f* any degree he con ft rued as an impeachment of our ha- 
\\ (ipur." Your Lordfliips will certai^ily obferve, that ther^ 
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is not the fHadow of a pretence, that any other defenfive 
engagement was entered into by this treaty, except that 
with Hyder, of which the DireSofs here fo ftrongly com- 
plain; nor will you eafily credit, that contrary to thefe plain 
. injundions, any future engagements were entered into by 
their fervants which could produce the evils of a defenfive 
alliance here complained of; in fa<^, this letter of the Direc- 
tors was fo effeftual, that (as appears in Sir J. Rumbold's 
Confideratioiis of the Holitical State of India) HyJer claimed 
' in yain the affiftance ftipulated, which in direct breach of 
the treaty was refufed. I mention this, in order to point 
your Lord(hips* attention to the important faft, that this ar- 
ticle of guaranty and other defenfive claufes fo alarming to 
the Directors, were in confequence of their injundlions omit- 
ted in the treaty of Mangalore, in 1784, which was there- 
fore a fimple treaty of peace. This treaty was preceded by a 
war with the Mahrattas, Hyder Ally, and other confederate 
Princes, in 1780; and this war was acknowledged to be an 
fidditional obligation we owed to our good friend the Ni^am ; 
the proof of this faft appears by the following minute of Sir 
Eyre Coote, the 12th of January 1781. ' 

" The Nizarn has in his letter to the Government, and 
*' in his converfations with Mr. Holland, who communi- 
** cated them to the Governor General and Council, avowed 
** his difpleafnre on account of our l>ehaviourwith regard to 
<? the Pifhcafh and the Guntoor treaty ; and has without 
•* fcruplc acknowledged his having, for thefe reafons, en- 
<* couraged and connived at a combination of the powers 
<* againft us;" this war was followed firft by a peace with 
the Mahrattas in 1782, now on your tablfe, and in the'year 
1784, by a peace with Tippoo, commonly called the treaty 
of Mangalote, which \vas the laft fubfifting treaty with the 
Chief of Myfore before the prefent war in India, upon which 
it is only neceflary to repeat the obfervation, that the orders 
' ©f theDireftors, and commands of the leg! flature, were more 
ftridlly obfprved than heretofore, and that it therefore is a 
ilmple treaty of peace, including with ourfelves, our friends 
and allies or the war, without any defenfive claufe whatever; 
find that from this treaty no claims, fuch as the Dire6lors 
expreiled in their obferyations on that of 1769, could arife, 
namely, claims embarraffing either to their commercial in- 
terefts, or their honour. It is neceflary for your Lordfhips 
to obfervc, that there is no treaty whatever fubfifting between 
the Company and the Rajah of Travancore. Between the 
Nabob of Arcot and the Company you have two treaties on 
the table; the firft of no importance to the prefent queftion; 
. the laft of very great importance: it is a treaty concluded by 
Sir Archibald Campkellin 1787, an^d adjufts the proportion 
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to be paid by the two contraAing p^yrties for the militafy^ 
peace and war eAablifhments. 1 fhall only refer to the ar- 
ticle for the war eftablifliment ; and it profefles to be, ** for 
*< arranging, by a juft and equitable treaty, a plan for the 
" future defence of the Carnatic and the Northern Circars, * 
'^ and for difchargUig the expeace of a war, in the event of 
'^ a war breaking out in the Carnatic,, or on the coaft of 
" Coromandel," (not in Travancore, or on the coaft of Ma* 
labar, nor for theconqueft of Myfore), The ftipulated fum 
on the part of the Nabob of Arcot is four-fifths of his reve* 
nue, to be applied ^^ for their coaimon fafety and interefts, 
** as alfo for the intereft of their allies in the Carnatic, and 
<< on the coaft^ of Coromandel," (and not for the (eparate al- 
lies of the Company, nemely, the Mahrattas and tlie Nizam, 
nor for the interefts of the Rajah of Travancore, nor in de- 
fence of [daces fitaaled on the coaft of Malabar. Specific and 
limited powers are given to fecure payment, to ceafe wheit 
the arrears are paid, and a dlftindl and guarded provlfo, 
^< That nothing fliall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to 
« deprive his Highnefs the Nabob of the Carnatic of the ci- 
** vil Government thereof, the credit of his family, or the 
<^ dignity of his illuftrious houfe ; but that the fame ftiall be 
^ pre&rved to him inviolate, faving and excepting the pow- 
^' ers in the foregoing articles expreiled and mentioned.'' 
Thus ilood the affairs of the India Compaay in that part of 
Hindoftan withrefpefl to treaties; and your Lordfliips wilt 
obferve, that by^ none of thefe treaties the Company are 
bound to defead|^e dominions of any Prince or State in In- 
dia, ex<»pt thofe of the Nabob of Arcot, unlefs it is fuppofed 
that the. guaranty of Tippoo's dominions, by the treaty of 
1769, was ftill in force before the exifting war. It will now 
be neceftary, continued hisLordftiip, toftK>w the eftabliftied 
policy and orders of the Court of Dire'^lors, and the injunc- 
tions of the legiflature, wfvicb limited and controuled the 
ambition of the Company's fervants in India; for this pur- 
pofel muft trouble your Lordftiips with reading feveralcx- 
tra£ls from general letters. I could with eafe cover your ta- 
ble with exarafls, proving the uniforin policy prefcribed by 
the Dire(5lors; but I fhall only feledt a few of di&rent dates, 
in order to cover, with the proof, the whole fpace, from the 
treaty of Illiabad, till the policy received a legiilative fanflion 
and authority in I784« I fhall begin with the opinion of 
Lord Clive, given in a letter of the 30th of September, 1 765, 
to the Court of Direflors, immediately after the reftoration 
ofSujah Dowlah. ** Our reftoring to Sujah Dowlah the 
" whole of his dominions, proceeds more from the policy of 
^ not extending the Company's territorial poffeffions, than 

" th» 
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** the generous princij^le of attaching him for ever to our in- 
**• tereii by gratitude." 

ExtraA from a general letter of the Court of pireflofs to the 
t^refident and Council of Fort St. George, May 13, 1768. 

** You will obferve, from the whol^tcnpr of thefe dif- 
" patches, that our views are not to enter into offenfive 
<^ wars in Indian or to make farther acquifitiohs beyond our 
** prefent pofleflions. We thetcifore recommend to you as 
<^ foon as poffibls to bring about a {^eace, upon terms of the 
<^ moil perfeA moderation on the part of the Company, and 
*< when made, to adhere to it upon all future occafions, ex- 
** cept when the Company's poffefSons area£lually attacked, 
** and not to be provoked by frefh diflurbances of the Coun- 
** try powers to enter into new wars. 

^^ Lord Clive foon difcovered> that the extirpation of Su- 
** jah Dowlah would have broken down the flrongefl barrier 
** againft the Mahrattas, and therefore wifely reftored Sujah 
** Dowlah; fuch too fhould be your condudk with reipedl to 
« the Nizam and Hyder Ally." 

Extraft of a general lettei-, Juiie30, I769 

^^ We mufl fay, upon principles of policy, we wifh fot 
** peace with Hyder Naigue, whenever it can be obtained 
** on thje moft moderate terms ; for pur policy is to avoid 
** every thing that tends to the increafe of the Mahratta 
*^ power, which is evidently the misfortune of this war ; for 
** you are reduced to the neceffity of being yourfelves the 
*^ propofers of new provinces to be added to the dominions 
** of the Mahrattas, already poflefTed, of half the Mogul em- 
« pire." 

Opinion of Mr. Dupre and Mr. Haftings, 1 7 70. 

« We are clearly of opinion,* that if the Company were 
*^ to take part with either the Mahrattas or Hyder Ally, the 
*^ fupporting Hyder Ally as a barrier againft the Mahrattas 
** would be far more eligible than to throw the whole power 
** into the hands of the Mahrattas, by uniting them to re- 
*^ duce Hyder Ally, and add the My fore dominion to theirs; 
<* we have all along thought it impolitic to the laft degree 
*' to raife the power of the Mahrattas, already too great and 
** dangerous.'* 

Extrail of Mr. Smith's Minute, Fort St. George, Confulta- 

tion, Feb. 18, 17 70. 

** Hyder Ally being the only barrier againft the enor- 
^ mous power of the Mahrattas, fhould always have been 
** confidjered as our natural ally; the late war againft him,' 

** which 
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^^ whiph coft the Company fo many latlcs, was a war againft 
•• themfelves.'* . . 

. Tfit were necefiary to- give farther proof of the uniform 
policy prefcribed by the Court' of Direflo^rs, and of the cor- 
refponding opinions of their nioft experienced fervants, I 
Could produce Volumes to the fame effe6t: I Oiall now {how 
to youy that the prefent head of the Board of Controul, and 
the reprefentatives of the Commons of Great Britain, enter* 
tained the fame opinion. I iliall therefore read the three firft 
of a long firing of refolution& moved by the prefent head of 
th« Board of Controul, and unanimoufly adopted by the Com* 
ffnons, in 1782. 

I. " That the orders of the Court of DiredJors of the 
" Eaft India Company, which have conveyed to their fer- 
** vants abroad a prohibitory condemnation of all fchemes 
** ofconqueft and enlargement of dominion, by prefcribing 
** certain rules i^nd boundaries for the operation of their mi- 
" litary force, and enjoining, a ftriS adherence to a fyftem of 
" defence, upon the principle*. of the treaty of Ulahabad* 
« were founded no lefs on.wifdom and policy than on juiwce- 
" and moder/itipn/' .. .. j; 

2» ": That e^ery tranfgrell^on of thofe orders, without 
« evident i^ccefl^ty, by any jofj the feveral Britift Govern- 
*< ments in: Indi% has been highly reprehenfihle, \ and has 
<< tended in ^ i;hief degree to weakenthe^ force and influence^ 
^^ and to diminifh the refources of the Company \x\ thofe 
*« parts.**- . . . • . ,. ,..-,.-. 

S« ". That every interfeu^ce »>% ,a . party ifi^ the domeftic 
^^ of national cjuarrels of the:dort)efiic powers^ -and all new 
*' engagements with theimin' offi^nnve alHan<;e$, have been 
*^' wifely and providentialiy fQrbi^<^d[en by tJoje Company in 
^ their commands to their adminiftrarion in India." 

To clofe this long ftring of proofs, thelegiflatnrej in 1784,. 
gave its fandion and authority to.thefc oplnionsj, and ihefe 
commands, by the ^Stoi the 24 Geo. III. ch. 25 f. 24.' 

" Wlicreas, to purfoe fchemes of conqneft and .^xrenfiom 
^* of dominion in India, are meafares repugnant to the- 
** wifh, honour, and policy of th^s nation; b« it therefore 
*• farther enabled, by the authority aforefaid, lb;it it ilinll 
** not be lawful for the Governor General and Council of 
" Fort William, without the exirrcfs commands and. autho- 
"_rityof the Court of DireSkors^ in any cafe, (except where 
** hoftilities have actually been commenced, or preparations 
** afiually mude for the commencement of hoftrfities again Ir 
** the foitifli nation in India, or againft fome of the Princes 
•* or ftates dependant thereon; or vvhofe teniiories the faid • 

Voc. XXX. . P - United 
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<< United Company (hall be at fuch time engaged by any 
^ fubfifting treaty to defend or gjiarahty) either to decUtc waf 
c< or commence hoftilities, &c« &c« &c.* 

Thus, my Lords, you have on voar table a foil view of 

the engagements' binding on the Inoia Company under fub- 
fifting treaties, both fuch as refpe£t pecuniary arrangements^ 
and luch as give any defeniive claim On the Company ; and 
you have juft heard the peremptory difiates of the WiflatarCy 
letting bounds to the avarice and ambition of the Company 
and therr fervanis, by prefer ibtng the policy to be parfued in 
India, and exprefsiv and diflinAly prohibiting the Governor 
General, without the exprefs commands of his fuperiors, ei** 
ther to make war or enter into any new treaties for that pur- 
pofe agaiiift any power, unlefs a£)ual hofliiitie^ are com* 
mencedby fuch power again ft the poffcfllons bf the Compaity, 
or of fome Prince, to whofe defence they are engaged by fub- 
fifting treaties. The queflion therefore is brought to a flioit 
iffue ; have our pofleffions been firft attacked by Tippoo Sul- 
tan, againft whom we have waged war, or have the poflef- 
fions of any Prince, to whofe defence we are by treaty bound, 
been attacked by Tippoo Sultan? If not, and it is impoffiblc 
to fiiow that either of thefe events have happened, nothing 
can make the war legal, or its purfuit lefs than a direA viola* 
tion of the authority of the legiflature, except the exprefs com- 
mands of the Board of Controul ; and, in that cafe, though 
it is within the legal difcretion of the Bdbrd, fuch orders 
would be in obvious contempt of the clear explicit fenfe of the 
legiflature, and of the known and acknowledged interefts of 
the Company ; but fuch orders would leave the condud of 
the Governor General free from all imputation of error. ' 

The legiflature, faid his Lordfhip in continuation, befides 
tlie interpofition of its authority, has placed a ft ill farther 
barrier a^inft the dangerous ambition of the Company's fer- 
vants in India, by conftitutinga Board of Controul to fuper- 
intend and keep within its proper bounds the fpeculative ven- 
tures of commercial politics. The fervants of the Company 
are at this moment, men of the maft Hpblemifhed chara6lers, 
and they are bound down by fo many pofitive injunctions and 
explicit laws on the fubje£t of wars and defenfive alliances, 
that it is not in their power to oflend in this. point; and in- 
deed in the opening of the India budget, on the 31ft of Marc^ 
laft year, it was truly faid by the head of the Board of Con- 
troul, that ** he muft be a daring Governor General indeed, 
** who could fo far venture to difobeyinftrudions from home, 
" as raftily to porfue a difierent courfe." What the nature of 
thofe inftruiSlions from home have been, which prefcribed to 
the Governor General his courfe, will, notwithftanding the 
myfterious veil which is caft aver them^ clearly appear from' 

the' 
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|be papers to which I Iball refer. In order to eBcfk this, I 
muft eiftreat your ferious' attention to the letter from LorJ 
Cornwaliis to the Nizam^ of the Jth of July* 1 789. It is a 
letter of the rooft extraordinary natorey a phenomenon in the 
diplomatic line, and of the greateft importance. And in con- 
fidering this letter (muft beg your Lordlbips to bear in your 
mind the claufe of th^A of S4, prohibitmg the Governor 
General, without exprefs commands, to make a treaty of of* 
fenfive alliance; for you will tind this letter not only to be in 
efieA a treaty^ but confidered as fuch by the writer, and en- 
tered as fuch on the file of treaties, as appears by its recital 
amongft the other treaties in the firfi article of thelate treaty 
with the Nizam; and 1 (hail prove to your Lord/hips, that 
it is a treaty leaguing war againft Tippoo Sultan, unprovoked 
on his part; this epiftolary treaty, therefore, under the ex« 
iiling circumilances, could not have been concluded without 
the authority of the Board 6f Controul, unlefs you fuppofe^ 
what no man has a right to fuppofe, that Lord CornWallis 
did that illegally, and without authority, which he might 
have done legally^ and with authority. If I was difpbfed, as 
I am not, to accufe JUord Cornwaliis of a£king in defiance to 
law in this treaty, I iliould not be entitled to the fuppofition 
that be had a£led without orders; I therefore believe and ad- 
mit, as I am bound to do, that, all was done to legalize the z& 
which can have been done, and then the ad is not an aA of 
the Governor Genera?^ but of the Board of Controul; be it 
an aA deferving praife or cenfure, as fuch I charge the Board 
of Controul with the war, and fill its confequences. 

By this letter it appears beyond all doubt, that antecedent 
to July 1789, and long antecedent to any pretended a£ts of 
faoflility, a negotiation of the higeft importance had been en- 
tered into between Loid Cornwaliis and the Nizam, in a con- 
ference with Abul Coilim, a Vakeel of the Nizam; the firft 
fentence of the letter is the proof; for he fays, *' that he had 
*' received his Highnefs's letter, and underftood alt the mat- 
" ters intrufted to th^ verbal communication of Abul Cof- 
•* fim ,** and he fays, " that he entered into a candid and ex- 
*' plicit converfation with Abul Coffim, on fubjjfls of the 
•* higheft importance !*• Amongft other poffibly important 
points, it appears, that the converfation had turned upon a 
plan of taking pofleffion of Tippoo's dominions, theCarnatic 
Balla Gaut, under the expired treaty of 1768 ; by which the 
parties being then at war, agreed (as was obferved on the ^^ 
treaty) to conquer that country, and that the poflfeffion 
ihouid remain with the Englifh under certain advantageous 
ftipulatlons for tlie Nizam and the Mahrattas. The words 
in this myfterious letter, which beyond all difpute prove this 
/a&y are the following: ** In regard to the articles of the 

Pa <* Dewanny, 
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*• Dewanny, of the Carnatic Balla Gaut, your Highncfs 
** Qiuft be well convinced th^tcircmnftdnces heV^totklLy prb-l 
' ** vented the execution, and th^ CoiDpanf afe ii\ full en- 
** joyment of peace with all the world; (fo that the propo- 
^ fition refpe^bed that^' which could not be f>erfonned in 
** peace,) but Ihould it hereafter happen, chat the Company 
** ihould obtain pofleffioh of the country meht?oned in thefe 
*< articles, with your Highnefsis aiGA^nce ihiey Will ftriftly 
«* perform the ftipulations in favour of your Highnefs and 
** the Mahrattas, (namely^ the ftipulations in the treaty of 
•* 1768.) Your Higbneft mud be well affured, that while! 
^* treaties of peace and friendfliip exift with any chief, nego- 
^ tiations that tend to deprive that chief of any part of his 
** poileffions, unprovoked on his part, naturally muft create 
** fuipicions in bis mind unfavourable to the reputation of 
**- your Highnefs and the charadler of the Company; fince 
-" the only grounds on which fuch negotiations could be 
** carried on, reft on a treaty exifting above 20 years, 
** (namely, that of 1768) the execution of which is yet un- 
^ claimed; and fince no provocation has hitherto been gi^en 
" to juftify a breach in the prefent peaceable and amicable 
** underftanding between each other.'* 

The only obfervation neceflary at prefent to make upon 
this part of the letter is, that no doubt can be entertained by 
any perfon of the extest and objeft of this propofal ; and that, 
though it is not openly and avowedly accepted, it was cer- 
tainly not rejeftedas a di (honourable propofal> which ought 
not to be liftened to; but it is difcuiTed, as if a decent pre- 
tence alone was wanting to its cordial reception: can any one 
read the words " but ihould rt hereafter happen that the 
** Company ihould obtain pofleiEon of the country with 
•* your High neiles's aflifta nee/* without being perfuaded of 
thehoilile inclinations to this friendly Chief, who is acknow« 
ledged to have given no provocation i but having thus gently 
fetafide this propofal for want of" provocationto juftify a 
** breach," your Lordfhips might naturally expefl, that no 
hoftile 2i£tr would be done again ft this approved and unim* 
peached friendftiip with 1 ippoo Sultan, at leaft, in this very 
letter, which however before its fignature quits its epiftdlary 
infiguificancy, and aiTumes thd dignity, weight, and cha- 
rafler of a treaty, a treaty for the extirpation of this very 
roan, to whofe unviolatedfriendilupit bears folemn teftimony. 
The orders received from the Board of Controul admitted 
not the delay which waiting for good oftenfible pretences of 
provocation would occaiion, foipe furer. ground, miift co- 
vertly l)elaid toenfure a rupture; andmoft eSedually indeed 
is it prepared, and covered only with the coarfe veil of 
clumfy artifice; accordingly, under pretence of explaining 
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fome grammatical obfcurities iu the article of 1768(9 r^fpedi* 
ing the troops to beTupplied to the Nizam when required, a 
very fubftantlal and very important alteration is made in that 
daufe, equivalent to a declaration oF war againil Tippoo 
Sukan, efpecrally when it is recoUefled,'that it was made in 
anlwer tea propofal of the Nizam's to invade with joint for- 
ces the territories of that Chief. 

The words of Lord CornwalHs's letter are, ** I agree, 
" that in the fixth article of the treaty, the words, when- 
" ever the fituation of affairs will allow of fuch a body of 
*' troOps to knafbh into the Decan, Ihall be underfiood to , 

" mean, that the force engaged for by this article fhall be 
" granted, whenever your Highnefs fliall apply for it, male- 
** ing only one exception, that is, that it is not to be em- 
" ployed againft any power in alliance with the Compcny, 
*• viz. Pundit Pundhaun, Madagee Scindia, and other Mah- 
" ratta Chiefs; Pefhwa, Ragojee Boofla, the Nabob of Ar- 
" cot. Nabob Vizier, and Rajahs of Tanjore and Travan- 
" core;" that is, in the moft explicit terms, fay ing^ that 
you may attack with the Company's forces no perton but 
Tippoo Sultan t (for every other power on the confines of 
the Nizam's dominions, but Tippoo, are excepted ;) and 
him and him alone by this alteration yoa may attack with 
the Company's forces, without their exprefs confent, when- 
ever you are difpofed fo to do. The Nizam's difpofition 
was not very doubtful, and the Cpmpany's forces, being 
thus engaged, a choice of provocations would quickly arifc 
to enable the Company to join with their whole force. I 
defy the moft devoted partizl^i of Government, armed with 
the moft blind confidence, to ihut his underAanding to this 
unequivocal proof, that Tippoo Sultan was at this moment 
the devoted vidlim. But Lord Cornwallis (Plainly avows 
the motives for this alteration ; for he fays, in exprefs terms 
that, he has confined himfelf to the explanation of the treaty 
of 1768, becaufe the laws of his country prevented his mak- 
ing a new treaty; that is to fay, that by the laws, without 
exprefs authority, I cannot make a new ofFenfive treaty, but 
I can produce the fame effed under the authority 1 have re- 
ceived, by an alteration of the claufe of 1768; and Lord 
Cornwallis profefles in the letter, that this alteration is made 
" with a view to a more perfeft execution of that treaty; on 
" this account 1 have not thought proper to comply with 
" fach requefts by Abul Coffim, that in any (hape tend to 
" alt^r the fpirit of that treaty.*' The fpirit and profefled 
obje6t' of that treaty was, theconqueft of the dominions now 
belonging to Tippoo Sultan; and, in fafl, this alteration re- 
animates the expired fpirit of that treaty, by taking off thf 
muzzle of reftraint that curbed the warlike efficacy of tlir; 
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ffipolated troops, and at the (ame time encouraging their 
employment in the only way they can be employ ed^ namely^ 
againft I ippoo, by giving freih afiurances^ that *^ Ihoiild 
^ it hereafter happen, that the Company ihovld obtain pol^ 
^ feffion of the country, (belonging to Tippoo,) with your 
^ Highnefs's ai&ftance they will perform the ftipulatioos 
"' in favour of your Highoefs^ and the Mahrattas.^ 

Notwithftanding the ^power now veiled folely intbeNr*- 
ram to attack 1 ippoo, according to his wim, with tte 
forces of the Company, there ftitl remained a difficulty to 
pelfuade the cautious prudence and interefted canning of the 
Ntzarn^ to a£l without the authority of an open and avowed 
treaty ; it was therefore necefiary to give weight and autho* 
rity to this letter, which refpe^Hvely refers to> and is botk 
comment and text to the converfation w^ith Abu} Coffira^ 
and for tiiis purpofe. Lord Cornwallis fays to the Nizam in 
thts'letter, ^^ Your Highnefs will be convinced, from the ex* 
** pbnations I have given to thofe articles in the treaty of 
*^ ambiguous and obfcure meaning, that I am earneftly d&- 
^ firous of theadjuftment of every matter^ on grounds fair 
•* and liberal But it is neceff ry, in confideration of the 
«' fubjeils of converfatiofi. with Meir Abul Coffim,. that I 
<^ fhould point to your Highnefs, that unlefs juft caafe 
** Ihould be given for entering into new treaties, the laws^of 
'^ my country, the injunflions of the King and Company o{ 
*' England, as well as the faith and honour of the Engliih, 
** prohibit* me from entering into any negotiatipn to xoake 
'^ new treaties (of war, for ^pthers he can make), and I 
** have confined my conferences with Meir AbulCoffim to 
<^ the explanation of that made in 1768, with a view to a 
<^ more perfe6t execution of it. On this account, I have not 
*' judged proper to,compty with fuch requefts as have been 
•* made by Meir Abul Co(Hm, that in any ihape tend tpal- 
•* ter thefpirit of that treaty. A farther argument to im* 
•* prefs your Highnefs with the propriety of this determina- 
" tion is, the fand^ion and fupport of His Majeftiy and the 
** Company of England, to thofe meafures that coincide with 
** their inftrudlions, (fo that thefe meafures were prefcribed 
** by their inftruftions). 

" I have mentioned this circumftance, merely to afibre 
" your Highnefs of the firength of my aflertions, and the 
** value of my engagements in n^gard to the Guntoor Circar, 
*' and the other articles of the treaty; rfnd I truft, that this 
^^ clear explanation of the ambiguous article of the treaty 
" will render it efFe6lual, and will afford yopr Highnefs a , 
** convincing proof of the Company's determination to ad- 
•* here to the faith of it. Although I have not agreed to 
** enter into a new treaty with your Highnefs, through Me*»r 
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^ Abul Coffim, for the reafons above affigned ; yet, yoar 
<' Highnefs, in confideration of the authority veiled in me 
" by the King and Parliament of England, willconfidermy 
*• letter, though met ely purporting a clear explanation df 
** the feveral articles in the treaty of 1768, ftrong and cf- 
" ficietit upon the Englifh Government in India; e4ually fo, 
" as a treaty In due foma could be, fioce the Members off 
** the Council have given tlseir chearfui acquivfcence to its 
" coo tents," 

It is neceSary to obferve upon this part of llie letter, that 
thougli Lord Cornwall) s aflerts, that he cannot make a new 
treaty ; he admits, that he can make a new ciauieibran old 
treaty, by which he makes it a treaty of new efkSt ; and 
that it is direAly contrary to the atft of Parlinment, unfefs 
lie aSs under exprefs commands; for it is become a treaty of 
ofienfive alliance againft TippoiH whenever it (hal! pleafe the 
Ni7,ani, and confequently is illegal; or muft have been con- 
cluded ander theexprcfsautliDrity of the Board of Controul, 
who have probably prefcribed this nicd 'of private epiftolary 
treaty, to enable the Nizam oftenfibly to commence the 
war^ and prohibited an open avowed treaty in due form, in 
order to conceal the early fleps they took to lay the founda* 
tion of the war, and the words above alluded to in the' let- 
ter, to induce the Nizam to be fatisfied with this novel mode 
of tranfaAing buiinefs of this nature, prove this inference to 
be well founded, and the following words farther confirm it: 
** Although I have not agreed to enter into a new treaty 
" with your Highnefs, yet, your Highnefs, in confidera- 
** ti^n of the authority vefted in me by the King and Parlia- 
" ment, will confider my letter, though merely purporting 
" a clear explanation of the feveral articles in the treaty of 
1768, ftrong and efficient upon the tnglifli Government 
io India ;^ this is not tlie language of one ading with ad- 
vertence to the operations of theadb, nor deficient in thofe 
inftru^lions which are neceflary to legalize his condudl. 
Thefum of this letter is. that Lord Corn wall is, by the au- 
thority vefted in him, enters into a treaty with the Nizam, 
by which he gives new powers to the Nizam to invade, with 
the Company's forces, the territories of I'ippoo Sultan, and 
no other perion ; and that he does in anfwer to a pro;)ofition 
refpefling an attack of Tippoo's dominion. 

Let any candid man judge, faid his Lordftiip, what muft 
have heen 1 ippoo Sultan's opinion of his own fituation, 
when he heard, as doubtlefs he found means to do, what had 
pafled between the Nizam, whofe charafter he well knew, 
and the Englifh Comp:uiy, whofe adherence to treaty he had 
experienced, when he claimed their affiftance under that of 
1769, againft the Mahrattas- What muft l;e have thought 
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of his fituation when he recolleded that Id additiqn to this 
» prepared hoftility on his Northern frontiers, a very fufpi- 
cious movement had fome time before . taken pUc« on his 
Southern frontiers, when, in perfect peace, a body of the 
Company's troops, contrary to ufual cuflom, and without 
cauie, had marched to Trayancore, and been pofted in a 
fort of the Rajah of Travancore, at Parour, in the midftof 
a country tributary to ) ippoo, and on the Southern con- 
fines of his dominions? What muft he have thought, when 
he faw the Rajah himfelf take pcireffion (in force) of two 
Dutch forts, whofe advanced pofition in Tippoo's territories, 
made it naturally an pbje<5\ of jealoufy to him ; if he had re- 
ceived no other caufe, he mult have been a.^^ak man indeed, 
if he had not been convinced that it was neceflary for him to 
be on his guard, for that ^' this opportunity'* (according to 
Lord Cornwallis's letter to General Medows) ** was to be 
" taken to reduce his power." 

Thus yobr Lordfhips fee, that a clear foundation for a 
rupture with Tippoo Sultan was artfully laid^ is a manner 
that gave fome hopes that it might be effefted^ without car- 
rying along with it open proof of our aggreflioh ; power 
given to his avowed enemy to attack him with the Compa- 
ny's forces, and that power given by a treaty in the difguife, 
and with the intended privacy of a letter, was deemed an in- 
fallible recipe for a war, and a falvo for the credit of the £n- 
gliih name: bqt theNizam^ pradtifed as we have feen him 
in every political fubterfuge, and capable of every deceit, and 
at the fame time not ignorant in the hiftory of our Indian 
faith, and poilefled of its value in this very negotiation, was 
not fo ready as was expe£led, on the faith of private af 
fu ranees, and implied offend ve alliances, to plunge himfelf 
into a war with a formidable enemy, on the fole confidence 
of a fecret epiilolary treaty, fufpicious by its difguife, and 
myflerious in its language ; the war, therefore, was not 
found fufficiently certain without an open avowed league, in 
which the Company mud bear its equal fliare. Thtf treaty 
therefore of part it ion between the Company, the Nizam, and 
the Mahrattas, of Tippoo Sultanas dominions, was pJanned 
and ilr'tt^r mined; and I wave for the moment the conftderation 
of ail I he trifling pretences of quarrel with Tippoo, which 
had intervened between the letter of the 7th of July, (for 
before that date, Lord Cornwallis bears teftimohy in his 
" epiftolary treaty, that no caufe of provocation had been 
given ;} and the date of the treaty of partition itfelf, becaufe 
tlie war having bten planned and determined on the 7th of 
Jufy, no fuch pretence could in truth have been its caufe; 
and if it was even poiTible to fuppofe the extraordinary let- 
ter of the 7th to have been an innocent, unmeaning letter, 

With 
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with DO hpflile intentions, it, would then be unfair to takis 

, the motives of the^ war from public laihe, WHen the'treafty, 

, which is^th^ profen^^decfaf;ati6n of war^ is upon your table 

, to fpeak for itfelf, and fliow the true grbundk upon whijch 

its authors pfl th^ir jqftific.atipn; and it isnpt tobedbuhted^ 

. that, , if they haa a better pretence for the war than is there - 

to )>e found, they woujd have affixed it tt> the front of the 

^ recof il : ,worfe n^otiyes they may haver had than there ap- 

^ pears; tQ fnifieiSt' tl^ewi of better, is to fufpefi them pf mad- 

nefs and &>ily- I do not mean to avoid the difcuflion of any 

affignable pi;9t;ence, out to b^m..with the pretence aiCgned 

in the icecord, a$ .tjhe n^oft/ regular coqrfe; and, as it will 

. ferye to iiifpfove ^tlie pijtences^ whjch your Lordfliip will 

find, likeiall othejr fajlai^ies^ are built on (ucli weak grbiipdj 

that ^hey will fi^k beneath the prpflure of examination : Tmuft 

. therefore 4^/^fevQur, attention tp the treaties between the 

. Company^ ^^.Nizram, and.th^ Mahrattas; and on its jfjrft 

ihfpei^ion,; I, cannot^. help pbfervlng a plain difobedience of 

the Compsuiy'^ oi'd^^rs, in the fronl; of the treaty with the^..t^i* 

zam. * ^ ♦ 

It i«.n?g6)ii^ted.byanpilit?iry.fpan, Capt, Kennaway,^ agcn- 
tleinuiO)' rlQ.i^pUbt, £t fbr^.thfef^ployment, except that when 
General. Calliaufclh^ n^otiated the treaty of ^7^6, the Court 
jof ,Dice<90r&i)bii?r.v|5». thaf; '•.•it i«fhrgh!y difpleafingto us, and 
*' contrary to p.ur prders^.that a military pflBc^r fliauld- be 
. «' al.Qne.e^^plpj^d in negptjintions pf our commercial or poli- 
, «* tical if}tefgft^v^-Th^ next .obvious remark, i^ the famd 
, which LKefprf^nftSKle tpth? fifft.epiftp|ary treaty, ^hat fuch a 
treaty .covidn<>t be^n|:^icd intp by LorjJ Carnwallis, without 
. the e\prefs ^tbprity.of the Bos»rd^of Cpntroul, and c^nfe* . 
quently it ^ffgrds . another prp?of,\ that it is hot his,|i6l:, but 
that of jth^ J^pard'i for n^boftilitie^ are even ^flerted to have 
been coaif<\i^Xe<} Jig^jnft the- English natipn^ her dependants, 
or allies, bu|. the very. ftngulat^prd. of infidelity (wl^rch be- 
. tween natiQns[ i^ft refer to an inferior clafs, of complaints) is 
fubilituted, conveying to the mind no overi,^(Sl of hodiltty ji 
and this, wpr^ i|B not ufed through inacfcuracy, but has been 
chofea.after deliberation, as fafer in its obfcority and jnfigni- 
ficancy^ tban.a clearly unfounded ailertion : the allegation of 
hojfblities is. thejefcSfe ftudipufly avpicjedi for if y^ou r^ad the 
correfponjing cl^ufe \n the laft treaty v^ith the Sfi^&am in 
1768, yoti wijl, find, that in the prefent treaty it Is in part 
copied, and In part rejjeded, and the imputation of hofiiuties. , , 
is jttft the pdrt rejedled ; the commiflion ofhoftilities being^ 
the only charge ngainfl Tippoo. which cpuld legalize the war 
againft him upon the face of thetnsaty, would not have iTeen ^ ; 
omitted,' when the reft of the claufe ferved as a model, if it 
CQuId have been ufed without a itlanifeft violation, of truth. 
- Vol. XXX/ Q. The 
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The claufe of 1768 runs thus : Hyder Naigue *• having lately 
*< invaded, with fire and fwprd, the poileffions of the Englifh 
*' Company, and the N^bb^ Wolau Jau in the Carnatic, it is 
" certainly neccffary for their peace, that the faid Naigue 
^^ Jhould be puni/hed and' reducsd, fo that he may not hd^c- 
*' after have the power to give any perfoh farther trouble I* 
the words *' ftiould he punimed*' and the fuhflance of the re- 
mainder, is adopted in the prefent treaty, which runs thus: 
Tippoo Sultan having eligagements with the three ccn'rafi- 
ing parties, has, notwlthftanding, adJed with infidelity io 
*' them all ; for which reafon; they have united in a leagae, 
" that to the utmofl of their power they may punijh hirHy and 
^' deprive him of 'the means sf dijiurbing the general tranqaillitj 
" in future,'*^ The a6l of Parliament wbuld have jufltiieda 
war, commenced under fuch a£ls of hoftility as are Anted in 
the former tTeaty; and if required the exiftenceof fimilar hof- 
rllities to authorize the prefent treaty, and if it hadheen pof-, 
CbletO haveftated any afls of hoflility in the prefent treaty, 
in compliance with the ad, they would have been detailed. 

In the third article it is confefled that ho hoililicies had 
Commenced at the time of the treaty with Tippoo ; for the ar- 
ticle provides for the commencement of foch hoftiHttes tha% 
that'** this undertakii'ig being refolved'on, it is agneed, that 
*J on Captain Kennaway's annuhciation tothe Nabob ofthe 
«^ aftual'tommencement of hoililities betweehi theCompany'i 
»' forces ami the faid Tippoo, &c. &c " An4 it nnull be ol 
ferved, that our allies are out of the queftion upon the face 
the treaty, for there is no pretence even of an infidelity 
our allies^ nor is the intereft of any one ally hinted at in tl 
whole treaty ; the Nabob ©f Arcot and the Rajah of Travao*! 
core have as little to do with this treaty, as with our negm 
tiations with Ruflia; they are not mentioned ; their fexiftenoc 
is not fuppofed; mudhlefsare their injuries, their benefits, w 
their protection provided for ; whatever may he the infiden 
lities which Tippoo hds committed towards the three contrad^ 
ing parties, and however well they may be provided agatn^ 
{he complaints of none hut the contracting parties are hearj 
of, nor any divifion of thefpoil af&gned for the indemnity 
fatisfa£lion of others : thefe unknown infidelities defervc, 
feems, the deepeft refentment, andpunifliment to the tlttnoAj 
the powers of the three contracting parties; though Lol 
CornWallis, in his letter of theothof September, confid( 
iefentment in Tippoo of an injury, which he then thinks! 
Jjrobable that he had received, as inexcu fable : refentmentj 
x>n\y permitted to the India Company, and that withoj 
bounds } but then it is found commercial productive refer 
tnent, which juflifies the conqueft of rich dominions, and 
an injury done to our ally, enables os to put the fruits of o| 
refentroent in our own pockets. 
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My Lords, I have endeavoured to prove to your Lordfliips, 
andtruft that I have not failed, that it has been the uniform • 
policy of the E)ire£lors, and of the legiflature, to avoid wars 
of cOnqueil in India, and to confine the Company to the li- 
mits of their prcfent territories, and to the management of • 
their commercial interefls ; and to prevent any conne£lions 
with the native Princes or States, which might embroil us in 
their domefticquarrelsy and particularly to difapprove of the 
prefent political arrangement wkh the Mahrattas againft the 
Chief of Myfore. I have likewife proved, that in point of 
fad, we are not engaged by any treaty (except that with the 
Nabobof Arcot, and Rajah of Tinjour) to the defence of t ho 
territories of anv Prince or Stale, in -the Peninfula of India: 
notwtthAanding which, I have endeavoured to {how, that 
Lord Cornwallis's letter of the 7th of July, is a treaty, plan-f 
ning the conqueft of Tippoo Sultan's dominions with the Ni« 
zam, and that fuch a£k was unprovoked on his part ; that 
the faid plan of conqueft was formed at home by the Board of 
Controul ; that the fubfequent treaties with the Nizam and 
the Mahrattas, are continuations of fuch plan, and do npt 
even pretend any afis of hoftility committed bv Tippooagainil 
the Company or their allies, as the motives ot the War* 

Here then I might refl with full confidence that I had 
proved my afiertions, and that I fliould not hear any anfwer 
capable of unhinging the proofs I have adduced ;<but, as lam 
perfaaded, that whoever undertakes the defence of this mea* 
fare, muft meet me with evafions and ung^rounded pretences 
of war ; and as the pretences which have been firfl rejeiSled, 
and then adopted by Lord Cornwallis, and afterwards rejec- 
ted by the treaty , may probably be again refumed, I will en- 
deavour to fhow to your Lordlhips that they are totally void 
of foundation, and untenable in every light in which they> 
can beconfideredy la doing this') I do not mean to quit the 
firm ground I ftand upon, that the war was planned and de<v 
termined before the pretences exifted; but I will readily meet 
the queflion, whether the war could have been juftifiably 
grounded upon the attack of the lines of Travancore? In 
that cafe, our attachment to the faith of treaties, and bur in- 
vincH>)e fidelity to our allies, is fuppofed to have drawn u$ 
neceflarily, though unwillingly, into the war, as allies of the 
Kajah of Travancore, whofe dominions had without provoca- 
tion been attacked by Tippoo Sultan, From the documents 
upon your table, I venture to aflert, and doubt not clearly ttf 
prove, that not a fingle part of the ground upon which thrs 
defence of the war Hands, is tenable : I /hall therefore pro- 
ceed to fhow, that the Kajah of Travancore is, in no fenfe of 
the word, our ally; 2dly. that if he had been our ally, fo far 
from having heen attacked without provocation, he was 

Qji clearly 


lU' PAR.'Ll'A^fBI^T''ARV a: 1791: 


• -' t ,• 


cleiarly .and biieyorid dpobt ^he aggreffi>r; 3dly» thii.'if heliad 
bft.snptMr.9lly, and i}ot l^he aggrcffor. in' the tran(i^£i(pn pf the . 
foi:ts ^pdjipesy be ha^, iiji Lord Cornwall is*sd^^^ and 
unalter^ opinion, fprfeited all claim tp the prote^iPa of the' 
Company, if he had ever been entitled to it; and, 4thlY'» that 
if h^ was pur injured ally, with an uqimpe^cl;ed cl(ai^ ^o.9*^f . 
protection,, we have not in the treaties for the wac iaid to be 
entered into for his pfote^ipn, fecured him either protection, 
or indemnity, or in any way amended to his interell;^ and 
laJftly, that the pretence is fp to^ajly^ groundfefs, that it' fails' 
in the very principle uppn which it is founded; for fb fa^ firom 
bping qrged into this war by, the facjed ^d in viplabl^ attach-, 

fscnt to. the good faith of pur ei)gagement^,w6 have trapipie^ 
upon th& moft fplemn ties oralliapce, .friend|hip, andVuft,- 
in.order to procure refources to cjirry on this war, which is 
juflifiqble upon. nope of thefe grounds. j • * 

, The Rajah of Travancpre i^ nqt an illy in any, tenfe9f this' 
Word» .certainly in no .fenfe that ^ binds ijs in pbiigalions of 
mutual defence; that we have no treaty with him is admitted^ 
th«refpre> there can be no mutual , obligations,^ But it is at- 
ferted, that he was^ncluded as an ally,, in riie treajy of peace 
concluded, at Mangalore,; ip 1784:^ he was certainly (as an 
ally of the war) corqprehended Jn the peace which concluded 
it ; but, if be wa3 not our ally, by fome treaty befpre, or 
llnce the jvar, that tre«rl;y of peace between the Company and 
Tippop Sultan, could not have piade him our ally, or given 
him any .claims as fuch* Ho wa$ npt even a cpntra&ing 
party, and therefore^ nei;ther could have received nor given 
any pledge of alliance. ;. W^ as principals in t^e war, pro^r 
cured for him peace, b^t wn cqnt^a<^ed no farther; and. fo 
much is this the dodlrin^ of treaties in India,' as well as in Eu- 
rope, that in. the treaty of 1769, with ,Hyder, the $.ajah of 
Travancore was equally by. name included as an ally of the 
war, to a partiqipatipn of.th<Q peace which terminated it; l>ut 
lyhenin the fecond article of that treaty \ire proceeded to of- 
fenCve fiipulations, the contracting parties were alone comr 
prehended, and not the allies; and the I)ire<Siors complained, 
(in the letter before alluded tp) of this deviation from their or- 
dens. V We cannot but confider the defenfive alliance with 
i* Hyder, as a fpurce of infinite evil, and we hope that no 
^* temporary confideratipn will iixany future time induce oiir 
f^ fervants. to embarrafs ^us with claims, the fulfilling of 
i*. which may tend to wound our commercial jnterefls, occ." 
Tlie Dire6lors certainly never fulpefled that tfiedefenfive^rr 
tide with: Tippoo was not the only article which embarraited 
tliem ^ith claims, they never fufpefled that they in faft, by 
the pr^fenj; doClrine, guaranteed for ever. the poifeflions of 
fsyery Prince, whofe liame wis inferted in that treaty qf peace 

as 


aitheit-aff^; ahd'^hirt thfey diH fo Wfthout beitig'intJtlirff'to- 
afiy tfain^m reftirh: f6if'the*aRici ndt'bdng;*cohWatfiling.p»r- 
tfe^, iiad nbt'ackhoWledgednhe'cMtra6tihg«]>ai»€ieS'a<%hisir* 
affreif^^'antfVntrtlefd' tM^hnrtey^I tte prrvildge^ of Ub^t appeila^ 
tion, ^hatev*V^tbey*maybe. 

Thfe dairii of allt^sr under th^^tMaty* of^Mangakw^.iP 
pbfiib)^ is'leTrthahtbiit 11^1769; bi^iufe'> the negotiators* 
of thetrsaty of 178^4^ a£iin|f inob<$dfeii«0't^the in^undlioAr 
of ther Dtre£bi^^ aAd of thd'Iegiflatbre,^ attd remembering 
thicftftti>la!nt'made by-the'DireS^^^ in 176^, juft cited; 
canhm'befuppored to hkv^ IntefldM to'cbnv^y -any claimft of 
thcrebjfbdiraffing^'n^ture^ abbtrft itiit^d; and yoU h^ve but to- 
read^ t!iertr6irty of 1784^ to bd p^fOad^d that it cofitamt in* 
faft hb deffanuve article;^ 6ir eh^gfettfctit whatever. But the* 
allies 'of thcwir, as' before, ate included- in the peace; it is^ 
impoftble tb* guaranty the cdritiniiltneeof pieace; peace is too 
vblatile tb tte' bound ih'cb'Milfe; it is^of too fubtileca nature to 
bcf enfth-etl' bv^ force- of atnis; it is-dfeft'royed by tHe very ar- 
teiiipf ib te'(>raiitve*it; The loft^ cteCalloned by the infrac- 
tion o^jieace, can albn^ be* the objcjacrf guaranty; fucli a 
claufiif ofg^aranty iriay b6 inftrtfed in sf'treaty,- but it is^iot of 
theeflfencd of a treaty of peafce; Otherwife all the nations of 
the v^orld Who^ Ulive hbtti onice atf vrar, woxAd bef bound in a* 
petpetdal guaranty of e^cti other's* pofleffiotis.- All this ap*' 
pears tiyitteto'Ke obVibiiVtfo'plarn and uiilisttered fenfe ; but 
let us Hl^r hbvtr the learrietf vrriters ori tlie' law of nations. ex- 
plain the dng^^eiti^nts to an aflVj included iw a tt'eaty of 
I>dace. ^atelt, Book IV. 6hap; H. Page^ 1 1^\ fey»; ««^ The 

corfipre*- 
his ns- 

** cohclfcd enefay is, not to attack His- aWietfon account of 
" tfe {uc^6xxts tfiey furrtiftied agairtft hirtr ; not to molcft' 
" t1^€nki, bdt to live iit ^ace Wrtli fhen^, as if nothtiiig bad 
'* bapppned;** Ih page 121, hfe faySj ^ The€ikA of the 
" frWty of bekce ,is to* ptit an end ib tlte v9:tr, and to abolifli . 
" the fiibjeck of it ; it leaves f li« contfafiitig partrei without 
" any rijhisrof eopitnittrhg hoflrlHi^s, 6'\t\ftf fofthe very 
" fubjett wtifrtH kindledf the Virar, or for what has paffed in 
« thfe toto-fe df it ; it is therrfdrtJ no ldng««f permitted to take 
" up ariiis. For the fdnie caufe : accordingly^ in thefe trea^ 
** ties, the jJattl<i« rtjciffrocally oblige themfelves to a perpe- 
^ trial pcicfe* *F»icfi is hdt to be \inderftood as if thecon- 
" trafikrrig parties prbtiiifed neVer t6 n^ake war on each other 
*' for any cauft **hat^vet. iPfeat^e relates to the war which 
** it terniihatei, iirid as it Forbids the feveral parties of the 
" fanae war takirig AVmS fof the caufe which at firft kindled 
** it, IS ill reality t)errfetual peact pn that fubjcQ; claims 
•" ■ ♦* founded 
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« founded on a debt, or an injury prior to the war^ but 
^* which mads no part of the reafons for undertaking it» 
** remain entire, and are not aboli(hed by the treaty-"— 
Page 1289 '^ It is of great importance that a new war(hould 
** be difttnguifhed from tlie breach of a treaty of peace, the 
<' rights acquired by fuch treaty ilill fubfifting, not with - 
<' ftanding the new war : whereas, they are annulled by thq 
" breach of the treaty on which it is founded," 

It appears clearly by thefe references, faid his Lordibip, 
that there is not the fmaileft ground for fuppofing, that an 
ally included in a treaty of peace could be entitled as fuch, 
to a guaranty qf his property ; even if it was not obvious, 
that the policy of the Company prohibited in this cafe the 
fuppofition, that fuch conftru£lion was on their part inr 
tended ; and the Rajah of Travancore on his part can have 
no claim in natural juflice to fuch conftruflion, for he is not 
a contradling party, and is bound to nothir^g; but he is AiIl 
lefs entitled to it in the charadler of an ally of the Dutch; 
he himfelf confefles in his letter to Mr* HoUond, the 2d of 
July, 1789, that he and the Dutch are bound to aiSft each 
other mutually in ^afe of being engaged in warfare^ and the 
Prefident informs Mr. Hollond, on the 26th of June, 1788, 
that an offenfive and defenfive treaty had long fubfifted be- 
tween the Rajah and the Dutch. 1 he Rajah of Travancore 
therefore, being under no engagements by treaty to our de- 
"fence, is bound under this offcnfive and defenhve alliance 
with the Dutch, to attack us whenever we Ai^U be at 
variance with his contra£led allies, the Dutch; but jf it 
was poflible for ignorance, in fpite of authorities, in fpite 
of reafon, to fuppoie, that we were bound to defend him, 
who is in no cafe bound to defend us, and in fotpe c^fes en- 
gaged to the Dutch to attack us, yet it would pafs the 
bounds of ignorance to fuppofe, that the fpecific cafe in 
which fuch claim could arife, was in a difficulty incurred by 
a difpute fold to him by his allies the Dutch, together with two 
forts; can there be any affignable reafon why we (hould vo- 
luntarily take upon us the defence of a Prince, whofe terri- 
tories the Dutch, by fubAfting treaties, are bound to defend, 
and particularly thofe in queftion, where the fale itfelf im- 
plies a guaranty from the Dutch, if none had previoufly ex- 
ifted? When we are by no treaty, nor by any technical 
conAruAion of the word ally, bound to fuch defence, and 
more particularly when the purchafe is acknowledged to 
have been made for the coUufive purpofe of making us 
engage in the defence of Dutch forts; for the Rajah, in his 
letter to Vlr, Hollond, of the ^d of September, 1789, con- 
fefles that one of his motives tor the purchafe of the forts 
from the Dutch, " left the Englifli troops at Parour fhould 
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** ey^cufe thetnfelv^s from lending afliftance and aSing in 
** concert widh me, on account of their being dependant on 
'^'^' the Dutch; my friepd would alfo imagin?, that . for the 
** fake of defending the confines of others, 1 had drawn this 
** trotible on myTelf.'* It appears thercib^e manifeft, that 
the Rajah of I'ravancore is not an ally of. the Englifh 
entitled to defence, that he is tlic lally of the Dutch, whofc 
duty and vvhofe fubfifting intereft it is, ^frorn the fituation 
of Cochin) to defend him; and yet fuch is the ftrange and 
unjuftifiable cohdud of the Board of Controul, thai having 
no alliance with the Rajah of Tfavancore, they aflert them- 
felves to be hound by honourable engagem^us to defend him , 
in all emergerrcies, and to fopport him with th(2 whole force 
of the Company's arms and revenues^ in maintaining fuch aC- 
qu! fit ions as' he may think prudent to add to the ftrength of 
his country: and having a treaty of alliance in 1769, and 
another treaty of amity in 1784^ witb the Chief of Myfore, 
they will not fuflFer him even td defend hioifelf againft the 
increafing power of- his neighbour in the heart of a country 
dependant upon him; and yet" this fame government, with 
the ihamelefs incbnfiftency that belongs to them, are at the 
fttme moment involving thecbuntry in another .war> to pre- 
vent the growth of the Ruffian power,. by theacqitifition of 
an unimportant fort on the binks of the Nipper. Here 
again I might clofe my proof, for if he is tiot our ally* it is 
immaterial who was the aggreilbr; but if he was admitted to 
be an ally, intltled to defence, as fuch, he would. lofe. that 
claim, if he proved to be the aggreffor; and I feel no diffi- 
culty in aflerting, that there is the clearell proof on your ta- 
ble, that he, and ' not Tippoo Sulran, was the aggreflbr, 
whether you coh^der it on the ground of defence, or pur- 
chafe of the forts ; or waving the queftion of the .forts, as 
if it had not taken place, 'you confide r the. affair of the 
lines as detached from them, and landing upon its own 
merits. 

After Tippoo Sultan had commenced hoftilities- againft 
the Dutch, and had fummoiied <he fort of Cranganore, then 
in pofleffionof the Dutch, the Rajah marched troops to the 
defence of the Dutch, and manned tlie forts with his troops, 
as appears by the Rajah^s letter of th^ 14th of June, 1789, 
and the Resident's letter of 19th of Odober, 1789. This 
aft of interference, as an ally of the Dutch, expofes him in 
that charadber to the confequences of juft war, without any 
imputation on Tippoo Sulmn as being the aggreffor, unlefs 
it is contended that an ally may ftrike a blow without expo- 
fing himfelf to a return 6f hoftility : this aft of the Rajah 
would havejuftified Tippoo Saltan, if he had in confequence 
*f it invadfd the Tra v a ncore country : but the Rajah did 
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• not' content liti]ifelf/:W|(h .^fMpaini^g ,>an al^j.of the Dutch, 

' he purehaftd'tbe mir> witbtt)|Q/difpuC^dfaiitt^jtfo;n;^ Pfitchy 

and'tnjbde bimfelf. a 4:i(in^i^ iii^^d p£ ain i^^ jt!^ pur- 

' chafeofi fertsonitbQ'frpfitiprapf ,ai;iy po^£r> pjuft. (iqf ursdij 

"give him uoEibcage, tnii ^f thf.lAwp£nation$^wi^ujd jpftify 

''his'.reiiftance to. .that ich?nge .oC illative fi^pation, which 

' Lord Corn wallts^; in bis letter, pf the i3^h.,arNoTe.ii^r, 

'admits this purchafe.to have produced, and to be.on t^ac 

> account^ jnftty .offenfive ,to Tippoo J^u^tan; this, pfeace 

Lord Ccrnwaliis . adnniu ftill to.remaip on ^e ,13th of-I^o- 

' veaiber, after' he began to vie^ the tranfa^lion in the moft 

favourable light for the-. Rajah,.,apd to qualify the decided 

cenfure he had pronoMOP^d againft him on the zglh of Sep- 

- tember; but if juft .c^mfe lof ,9ffi^7V:e.ranH^ned,.,be it.esjirer fo 

fmall, in .what wny.is it.tQ be. feftled, between fovereign 

povvers, but by f /rce, or by thci very mode.. of, reparation 

' repeatedly urged, and, urged in yain, by Tippoo^. name! y, 

than things ihould be reftored to their former iijofiendve 

ftate, m >hisown words ** that th^ fi^rts ihoilld be, reftored to 

*♦ dieiDutchy foviwrbati i^ i^yfualiis j^proper.^ J^iir^ jCoVn* 

'^anis'.whenin his ktteij;offtji^ j^3;thfOf.,J^^y;eip^ 

moft AvouiablyrolFrith^.R^^jati^of ^^i^v^io^pre^ .t^Tpfc^i^g the 

^ &^ir!of:*the.fort(,,frem» to h^ve Jr^rg^t.fh^fg^p^pd&o/.'che 

I difpute,;<thbi^ he at :thetAfnf.^im^^,a4pwt^,.^ha|t.p^^ 

* ^hiifeipnoduoed ani bii^nQv^ oH^og^ii?) tbp felacuve Utuation 
^ of* thetwti. powers)^. Ib^ .h^, gives., o^ a {ground, fox. hia, more 

'^ la?io«tiable'OpiiiiQn^i.tha( if',the,|^u|^ch^ld.thu,^pfts. ic^e- 

***'peftiient^of (the jR.»3ahof Cot^hii^ <or jot, TJpp/oOf . tha|p they 

'"' ha4an«undo«|>ted .right tctfell to^wi^om, they. 4>iefi fed, and 

* that Tippoo ^coiild not,; iiv>thati<;are,.ju^ly cUjni.thepouef- 
*<'fiof» or:allegiaaceof .|beif^ipl^es« ceftpfijijuly that argufnent 

* wottid uhavfe had . ibme- weighty if tlie^ ;ObieA . 10 ^^P.^^^ -^^^ 
t -been' the right; of pofleflion,^a8|,,bel;w,een pTippoo and, the 
' Rajahy'or4l^rightofallegj^nce;^but|nei|herof/thefe is the 

cafe; for whatever claim to the allegiaijbe of the forts l^ip- 
^'^poe aiaitttains^ he does, not < demand it of the Rajah, but he 

•iiififts- 'With the nattiral jealovfyrof ^,:ne^bouring Priqce, 
••not' that' the Ibrts fhould. be given up to him^. or allegiance 

rendered to him; by ;the Rajah^ . but that tbey b^ reftored to 

the-Dtttch, to be. held, as they were held before;, becaufe 

• every thing which is.unufual is improper. If ever there was 

• an honourable or !a juft caufe of war, befides that of defence, 
'it is in order to. prevent a change of the relative fituation of a 

• ri?^ power, which endangers your relative fecurity ; it is in 
*' faA a war of remote defence, and juili^able t>n the ^me 
• •principles; neither. the fpirit of ambition, of avarice oi* re* 

(b^tmcnti . can dii^ate the peaceable defire of preferving 
' things aethey .are, oc reftoring . them to the ufual ftate 
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from Wbence they had juft ^parted; that this jealoufy of 
Tippoo Saltan was forefeen> and hi^ condut^^. thereon ex- 
peiSedf is apparent from the Rajah of Travancore's letters 
to the government of Madras, before the difpute arofe ; and 
the condudi of Tippoo is juftified not only by that expedhi- 
tion, and by the Governor General's opinion in his letter of 
the 29th of Septeatber» and the obfervation juft alluded to in 
his letter of the 15th of November, but alfo by the opinion 
of Mr. Hollond in his letter to the Governor General of the 
30th of January, 179O; wherein he fays, that **it might na-* 
'^ turally be fuppofed. that the purchafe of Craiiganofe and 
<^ Jacottah would give umbrage to Tippoo; that whatever 
" might be the tenure by which the Dutch held thefe 
'^ places, it was contrary to the law of nations to difpofe of 
them at their option, to the aggrandixement of a neigh- 
bouring power." 
The Rajah of TravanCore, therefore, if he had been our 
ally, appears clearly to have been the aggreflbr, in ^ither 
poitit of view ; by interfering, as an ally of the Dutch, in the 
defence of the forts, or as a purchafer of the forts from the 
Dutch, and thereby offeniively altering the relative fituation 
betw<sen himfelf and Tippoo. Before I proceed to the next 
head, 1 muft beg leave to make a few obfervations on the in- 
dependant pofieiSon of the forts by the Dutch, as Lord 
Cornwallts appears, in his letter of the 15th of November, 
to confider that point as material to his judgement. I con- 
fefs, that I do not think, even according to his own ftate- 
ment, it ought to influence his judgement; much lefs do I 
think on an accurate ftatenient, it can in the leaft zSk& the 
merits of the quellion, which does not refpetft the rights of 
the Dutch, but the juftifiaWe jealoufy on the transfer. It 
by no means however appears, that the Dutch had an inde- 
pendant pcflellloin ; they themfelves admit, that they had 
paid rent for fome lands conne£led with the forts, though 
not (as they fay) for the forts. The Governor of Madras, 
and Mr. Taylor, in their letter of the 1 7th bf February, 
1790, however, do not appear to give them implicit credit f 
and Tippoo Sultan, who is at leaft in this point as good a 
witnefs as -the "Dutch, afl^rts the contrary; but it appears 
inconteAibly by Mr. Powney's letter, of the 17th of Au- 
guft, 1789, before the purchafe of the forts, that they were 
then miderftood io the country to be held by the Dutch, of 
the Rajah of Cochin, a tributary to Ttppoo i>ultan, as fove- 
reiga of Calicut. Tippoo, in his letter, Nov. i, 1789, af- 
ferts, that the forts were rented of the Aumildars of Cali- 
cut^ of which he is fovereign,' and he is juftified in this faft 
by the. general hiftory of the Indies; where it appears, that 
when Vafque^ de Gama, in 1498, landed at Calicut, he 
Vol. XXX. R found 
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found it to be the capital of a powerful cmpiref, wbofe fove* 
reign had the title of Zamorin : That this empire extended 
over all Malabar ; Capral, who commanded the fecond expe- 
dition from Portugaj, failed from Calicut to Cochin, thirty 
leagues to the fouth, which is there ftated to be the capital 
6f a fmall kingdom, which bears the fame name, tributary 
to the Zamorin of Calicut : Cranganore is alfo ftated to b« 
the capital of a imall kingdom, likewife tributary to th« 
Zamorin. It does not <ippear by what means the Portu- 
guefe obtained the fort; but it does appear, that it was 
taken from them by the Dutch, on the 15th of January, 
1762, and that they obtained the confirmation of the pof- 
feffion from the Zamorin of Calicut. The general hiftory, 
therefore, gives great colour of tilith to the aiTertion and 
claim of Tippoo, as fovereign of Calicut, in pofleflion of 
all the country round, and acknowledged fovereign of the 
Rajah of Cochin. The Dutch cannot by conqueft have ac* 
quired any right, but fuch as the Portuguefe held; and 
the Dutch admitted, at the period I have alluded to, that ^n* 
queft did not transfer to them a perfe£t right, without 
the confent and confirmation of the fuperior paramoiint 
fovereign, by applying to the predecefTors of Tippoo, the 
Zamorin of Calicut, for confirmation ; they therefore held 
a property not alienable, without the confent of Tippoo, 
fovereign of Calicut, if the general hiftory of India is to 
be credited: they held it dependant on Tippoo, as para- 
^ mount to Cochin, if the pre&nt opinion of the country, 
uttered in Mr. Powney's letter, is to be credited ; and fomc 
of the transferred land is clearly dependant on Tippoo, ac- 
cording to the Dutch ftatement. The ipdependance there- 
fore of <the Dutch is fo far from being a clear point that the 
reverfe is mofl probably the truth. Having, as I apprehend, 
clearly proved, that whether the Dutch held the forts de- 
pendantly or independantly, the Rajah of Travancore was 
the aggreilbr, both by the defence of the forts as an ally, 
and by the purchafe, and therefore juftified any attack Tip- 
poo might make upon him. I will now proceed to (how, 
that^ independant of the afiair of the forts, the Rajah was 
not juAifiable in intercepting, by force, the pafTage of Tip- 
poo Sultan through the lines.- Much ftrefs is laid by the 
Rajah of Travancore on his pofleffion of thefe lines, befor* 
the Rajah of Cochin paid tribute to Tippoo Sultan ; and 
he ftates this poiTefiion to be twenty-rfive years, his letter 
being dated the 24th of December, 1789. It appears* from 
Rajah Gee's letter, that the Rajah of Cocjiin had paid tri- 
bute and acknowledged the fovereignty of Hyder, (Tippoo^s 
father) from the. year 1766, which is twenty four years 
jlron the fame date, from^ whence the twenty-five years is 
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computed : if he had obtained the pretended grant from the 
Rajah of Cochin fince Tippoo's acceflion, he admits that 
the want of his confent would have vitiated the grant ; he is 
iotally filent upon the confent of the former fovereign of 
Calicut, paramount of Cochin, at tlie time pf the fuppofed 
grant, the want of whofe confent would equally have 
vitiated fuch grant. The documents on the table enable 
me to prove, that he never could have had that eflential * 
confent ; for it appears by his own letter, of the 24th of Bje- 
cember, 1789, that he had given affiftance to the Rajah of 
Cochin, againft the Rajafrof Calicut, his4bvereign, and for 
that afBftance received the ground on which he built thtt 
lines; this a£l of hoftility, and the grant, were of the fame 
date, and the year only before 1 ippoo's acceffion : our cre- 
dulity can fcarce go the length of crediting, (and the Rajah , 
does not even aflert it) that the paramount of Cochin 
affifted his vaflal, the Rajah of Cochin, to reward the Ra- 
jah of Travancore, for hoftile afts done againft himfelf, 
pending the hoftilities which ended with Hyder's conqueft 
of the country. The grant then from the Rajah of Cochin 
is null and void, for want of the eilential confent of the 
paramount to the transfer; but in fa6l, it does net appear 
that the grant was ever made, and it as probable that the 
Rajah of Travancore avails himfelf of fome other grants 
with which he endeavours to cover the poffeffion of the 
ground on which the lines aie ercfted ; for his own ftate- 
fnent of the grant, (which it does not appear that he has 
produced) and the defcription of the lines, do not accord. 
The Rajah, in his letter to the government of Madras, on 
the 24th of December, 1789, fays, " the Rajah of Cochin 
" made over to me, in perpetuity, two fmall diftridls of 
*' country, for the purpofe of building a fort ; thefe circum- 
" ftances are ftri^tly thus, and it is now full twehty-fiv« 
*' years fince the wall of this fort was built on that ground." 
This is the explanation he gives of thefe lines, which ap- 
pear, (by Mr; Powney, the Refident's letter) to be a conti- 
nued wall, twenty miles in length. It would puzaile an 
European engineer to ere<Sl fuch a wall or fort on two fmall 
diftridls ; not to comment on the word fmall, which is diffi* 
cult.to reconcile with the extent of the building erefted ; 
yet beyond all doubt, two diftidts, in the country of Cochin 
where he 'had no other pofTeffions, imply an interval, and are 
not well adapted to contain one continued wall of twenty 
miles in length. 

It appears by Mr. HoUond's letter, that part of the land 
only on which the lines i^ere built was given to the Rajah 
of Travancore, before the Rajah of Cochin paid tribute to 
Tippoo ; fo that I may venture to conclude, that the ground 
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was not granted by the Rajah of Cochiit in the manner a& 
firmed, and that if it was fo granted the Rajah of Cochin 
bad tie more right to make fuch alienation to the prejudice 
of his paramount fovereign beforei than after Tippoo's ac* 
ceffion; but it will iikewife appear upon further examina- 
tion! that if the Rajah of Cochin did grant, as is affinned, 
and that the paramount fovereign of the time did aflent to 
the transfer, as is not affirmed, that he could not under that 
grant have any right to intercept Tippoo Sultan's pafiagi 
» from one part of his own dominions to the other by virtue 

of that grant ; it appears by the Refident's letter of 9tb of 
March, 179©, that the lines interfered the Rajah of Cochin*f 
territciy, and that a great part of the Cochin territory lay$ 
within the lines; and in his letter of the 17th of February, 
1790, he lays, that *^ the Rajah of Travancore having 
<^ aflifted the Rajah of Cochin againft his fovereign, the 
^* Zamorin of Calicut, 25 years ago, the Rajah of Cochin 
*' made over fome diftriSs, amongft which Parour was 
^^ one, and as the poffeffions of the Rajah of Travancore 
'* and Cochin were fo blended together, and the conqueft 
^' ©f one proves inevitably that of the other, it would ap- 
*' pear that the Cochin Rajah, in making over to the Tra- 
• ** vancore Rajah, that part of the country on which the 
** lines ftand, had in view his own fecurity." If the Refi- 
dent had not been of that opinion after the heft information 
he could colleS on the fpot, the cafe is fo circumflanced, 
that it would be impoflible to fuppofe that the grant of the 
lines could have, been made without many limitations and 
exceptions, or made for any other piirpofe than their joint 
advantage : is it poflible to imagine that the Rajah of Cochin 
would have granted a narrow ftrip of land to an independ- 
ant prince (however their interefts at that moment accorded) 
interfering his own dominions in their whole extent from 
eaft to weft ? would he as long as he retained his fenfes have 
put it in the power of fuch prince, in any future time, to 
cut off all communication between the fouthern and nor- 
thern divifion of his terri'tories ; to have prevented, at his 
pleafure, the paffage of the Rajah of Cochin himfelf, from 
one part of his dominions to the other? but if he had been 
capable of this extremity of folly, he could not have alie- 
nated the right of his paramount fovereign to pafs without 
iaterruption through all his ftbordinate dominions. Admit- 
ting even that the Rajah of Cochin had granted the lands n 
ftated, and' referved no right of paffage exprefsly in the deed 
of gift, yet in its own nature it is implied; and if it was 
poflibJe that any perfoh fliould hefiti^te a tnoment in adrott- 
tfng the implied refervation of paffage from one part of the 
grantor's dominions, to the other, it would be equally fetal 
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to the chim of the Rajah of Travancors; who could not get 
at xhdk lines, without an implied paiTage from Travancore 
to the lines, through the fouthcrn diftridt of Cochin; and he 
could have no more right to go through that part of 
Cochin* to get at the lines, than the Rajah of Cochin, or 
his paramount fovereign, Tippoo Sultan, to go through the 
lines to get at their dominions, fouth of thofe lines ; indeed, 
it is fcarce poffible that any perfon who has given the fmalleft 
confideration to the pofition of thefe lines, fliould doubt,' but 
that the lines were originally only intended and calculated to 
anfwer the end of the operations which the two parties were 
then engaged in ; for it is difficult to imagine, how lines fo 
fituated» could ever be deemed by the Rajah of Travancore 
a defence of Travancore, unlefs he fuppofed the foutl^ern 
diftridfc of Cochin united under his dominion : as. long as 
that part of Cochin was independant of him, and was de- 
pendant on the Chief of Myfore, or of Calicut, he had no 
enemy againft whom to oppofe the lines, but fuch aS were 
likewife within the lines ; he could not man the lines with- 
out his confent ; and if manned, the lines are by their pofi- , 
tion perpetually invefted, having an enemy on every fide; 
and are in fa<^ under thofe circumftancesperfecSlly unte- 
nable. The lines can never anfwer any purpofe to the 
Rajah of Travancore, except when he defend* the Rajah 
of Cochin againft his foVerergn, which was the fituation of 
afiairs that gave birth to the lines, and is that which now 
makes the lines an objeft to him, and enabled him now to 
make ufe of them; his ultimate ambition being probably to 
add the.fouthern didrids of Cochin to Travancore, and 
bring his don)inion« up to the lines. . 

Having, as I truft, proved that the Rajah never had, nor 
could have had fuch a grant juftifyinghis interrupting Tippoo 
by force, from pafling into any part of his own dominions, 
to punilh bis rebellious riots, and that by fuch refiftancc # 
he was t^e aggreflbr, independant of the affair of the forts ; 
that if you take his condu^ in the tranfaSion of the forts 
likewife, into confideration, he was ftill the aggreffor, both 
by his interference as an ally of the Dutch, and by his fub- 
fequent purchafe, which altered his relative fituation with 
refpeft to Tippoo, by increafing his force in the heart of a 
country dependant upon Tippoo ; I truft that I have like- 
wife proved that he is not an ally of the Company, entitled 
to defisnce, even if be had not been the aggreffor ; 1 will 
now endeavour to (how that the Rajah of Travancore ha^ 
done all thofe ads, which, in Lord Cornwallis's judgement, 
worfd induce a forfeiture of the Company's prote6^ion. 
Lord Cornwallis in his letter of the 29th of September, 

* 1789* 

4 


ia6 FARLIAMENTAHY A. 1791. 

1789, fays, that *^\t the Rajah of Travancore makes any 
*^ new connedlions with the Dutch, or the Rajah of Cochin, 
<* it will juOly be deemed an infra£lionof the treaty; and 
^* in particular if he interfered in any manner whatever in 
*' the difputes between Tippoo and the Rajah of Cochin, 
<^ who is his acknowledged tributary, he will juftly draw 
^' Tippoo's refentment upon himfelf, and at the fame time 
** forfeit all right to the Company's friendfhip or iuter- 
" ference in his favour.** The fentence is folemnly pro- 
nounced by Lord Cornwall is, it remains only for me to 
prove beyond doubt, that he is guilty of both thele fads, 
and the penalty of the judgement muft attach. He had 
keen guilty of an infra£lion of the treaty, (namely of 
Mangalore), by entering into new engagements with the 
Dutch fince that treaty; the Rijah admits that hs has a 
treaty now with the Dutch ; and the Refident, in his letter 
of the a6th of June, 1789, fays, he faw the Governor of 
Cochin's letter, claiming the Rajah's affiilance for. the forts 
under the treaty between them : I have only to prove that 
this treaty is made fince the treaty of Mangalore ; for Lord 
Cornwaliis fays, that any new engagement would be an in« 
fradlion of that treaty. The Rajah was at wa,r with the 
Datch, in the year 1780, being united in a league with us 
againft theDutch, which continued until the peace of Man* 
galore; therefore whatever amicable engagements fubfift b^ 
tween him and the Dutch, muft have had their origin fince 
that treaty, and he has afied under thole new engagements 
by manning the Dutch forts againft Tippoo: he has there* 
fore been guilty of an iqfraftion of the treaty 6f Matngalore, 
and falls under Lord Cornwallis's fentence. It likewif* ap- 
pears clearly, that he has had conneflions with the Rajah of 
Cochin, and interfered in the difputes between the Rajah of 
Cochin and 'Tippoo ; by Mr. Powney's letter, of the ift 
of July, 1789, where the Minifttr of the Rajah of Cochin 
refiding in Tippoo Sultan's Court, is ftated as holding the 
xorrefpondcnce of a fpy with the Rajah of Travancore, confi- 
dering him as having common interefts with the Rajah of 
Cochin. It appears alfo, by Mr. Powney's letter of the 3d 
of July, 1789, that a fubidar, in the. Rajah of Cochin's 
fervice, and having a command in Tippoo Sultan's army, 
ha^ deferted from Tippoo, and was received by the Rajah of 
Travancore, (long before any hoftilities between him and 
Ti|)poo), and his intelligence (hoftile to Tippoo) is, relied 
upon by the Rajah of Travancore, on account of his long fer- 
vice and attachment to the Rajah of Cochin, which is confi- 
dered as a proof of equal attachment to himfelf; and It ap- 
pears by Mr. Powney's letter, June 20th, 1789, that the 
Rajah of Travancore held direft correfpondence with the 
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Rajah of Cochin himfelf, to the prejudice of Tippoo» and 
)ioftile to his interefts. The Rajah of Travancore, there- 
fore, (whatever claim Lord Comwailis might think he 
otherwife had to the Company's protedion), has, according 
to Lord Cornwallis'^ opinion, forfeited that prote£lion, and 
defervedly incurred Tippoo Sultan's refentment. I think it 
ahnoft wailing your Lordfliips' time to continue adducing 
further proof of what muft already appear fo manifeft ; but 
it is obvious to the flighteft obfervation, that this affair of 
the lines is not pnly a frivolous pretence, deftituteof the 
leaft colour, but that, rn fa£t, they have not a6ted upon it. 
Let any perfon, perfuaded that we are now engaged in a 
war to {>Tote£t the tenitories of the Rajah of 1 ravancore, 
as ovr ally, and to refent the wanton injuries done to him, 
read the denunciation of war againft Tippoo, in the treaties 
with the Nizam and Mahrattas, and then fay that he has 
not been deceived in crediting the affair of the lines to have 
been the ground of the war. The Rajah of Travancore, 
whofe injuries are fuppofed to have provoked the war, is not 
even a contracting p^rty in the league : neither his name, his 
injuries, nor his intereits, are recited, or in the moft diftant 
manner alluded to, 'm the treaty profefling to punifh Tippoo 
Sultan (as you are defired to believe) for the wanton attack 
of the property of the Rajah of Travancore. No caufe of 
complaint is ftated in this denunciation of vengeance againft 
Tippoo, which can be. tortured to imply the attack of our 
ally the Rajah of Travancore. The word ally is not even 
to be found in the treat v, no more than his name^ No pro- 
tedion for the Rajah ot Travancore is ftipulated : his troops 
are engaged, and his dominions expoied to the hoftilities and 
refentment of Tippoo Sultan, without any proyifion for 
their reAitution. 7 he refult of the war may be lofs on 
the fide of Travancore, and conqueft on the fide of Myfore% 
Our engagements with the Nizam and the Mahrattas, dif- > 
able us from doing juftice to the Rajah, by purchafing 
Travancore with the ceiCon of the conquefts in Myfore* 
The Rajah of Travancorc's loiles or ri& are unprovided 
for, and not indemnified by a participation of the fpoils* 
The ie^tgue of war againft Tfppoo, therefore, in the 
ilrongeli manner denies that the injuries done to the Rajah 
of TTavancore is the caufe of the^war. The Nizam and 
the Mahrattas give a flat denial to the afTertion, and cannot, 
in juftice to themfelves, or ever will, agree either to point 
the war to his defence, as its chief obje<S, or to a peace that 
liveighs his intereft, fecurity, and indemnity : they muft 
confider him as much a ftranger to the treaties of partition 
which they have juft engaged in, as our aliy^ the King of 
Pruffia. 

I ftiall 


,2B PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791. 

I fliall now prcH^eed, laid his Lordfliip, to the laft point 
upon which I mean to trouble your Lordihips, which is this 
principle upon which all this frivolous pretence refts, namely^ 
our inviolable attachment to the faith of treat ies^ and the 
facred regard and firm adherence to our engagements ; and I 
confefs that it appears to me, that a greater infult to our un- 
derftaiidings, than the produ£lion of this principle in fup- 
port of the meafure adopted, cannot be imagined. The war 
has fcarce been procIaimed« before our moft antient friend 
and ally^ the Nabob of Arcot, has been called upon (con- 
trary to the acknowledged fenfe, and in breach of the faith 
of the treaty concluded with him, February 24, 1787, by 
Sir Archibald Campbell) to fupply four fifths of his whole 
revenue, though, by the treaty, that contribution does not 
take place, except in the event of the war breaking out in 
the Carnatic, or on the coafl of Coromandel, which has not 
happened, unlefs the blind adherents to Government are 
ready to decide, that Travancore is the Carnatic, and the 
weilern coafl of Malabar is the eaftern coaft of Coromandel. 
The fame objetSlion holds if the war is, as I ailert, a war of 
mere corvjueil, and not breaking out on the coafl of Malabar. 
The 9th article of the treaty with the ^abob equally forbids 
ths application of his revenues to any war not breaking out as 
above ftated, and ^' for the common fafety and interefl of the 
*^ Company and Nabob, and theix Allies in the Carnatic 
*' and the coafl of Coromandel f and it is particularly fti- 
pulated, by the 15th article of the treaty with the Nabob, 
that, whenever his interefl fl^all be in the lead concerned in 
any treaty, his name fhall be inferted in fuch treaty. It is 
cnanifefl, beyond all con trad id ion, that the war, in no view 
of it, broke out in the Carnatic, nor on the coafl of Coro- 
mandel, and that it is not even pretended that it is for his in- 
terefl any whefe; for neither his name, nor his interefl, is 
mentioned or alluded to; nor is any divifion of the fpoils fli* 
pulatedfor him (who is called upon to pay theexpence) in 
the treaties with the Nizam and Mahrattas, which, by the 
15th article of Sir Archibald Campbell's treaty, mufl have 
heen done, if his interefl had been concerned^ But it rnuft 
4>eobrerved, that if they hSid, without his confent, made him 
a party in this treaty, it would have been equally a breach of 
faith to him, and breach of trufl ; for the contributions for 
war flipulated by Sir Archibald Campbell's treaty, are li- 
mited to the defence of their joint fafety and interefls in the 
Carnatic, on the coafl of Coromandel, and the Northern 
Circars, and no where el fe. The Company, therefore, have 
unjuflly required four-fifths of the revenues of Arcot, to 
wafte it on their own ambitious proje6ts, in which the Nabob 
has not the ihadow of an intereft : and they have not conv 
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fined rhemfelves to an unjuft requifition, nor have they 
waited for the failure in the payment of the four -fifths, which 
they were bound ^to do> eyen if the demand iiad been juft. 
Before ,the firft kill becomes due^ according to their own 
cftin>ate of the operation of the treaty, they, judge it hot 
prudent to wait for fuch failure; and even then, inftead of 
being contented with anticipating the failure, and having re- 
courfe to the reitiedy flipulated by the treaty for fuch an 
event, they decide that the treaty itfelf was a bad one, and 
embarraffed and controuled their proceedings too much, and 
tha^, coniiftent with the interefts of the Company, it would 
be impoHiic to be conftrained by it; and therefore, in open 
and acknowledged violation of the treaty, they break every 
ftipulation for the intereft of the Nabob, and the prefervation 
of his fovereigntVi honour, and dignity; andexacS, with the 
utmoil rigour, all claufes beneficial to the intereft of the , 
Company ; and for that purpofe forcibly, and without co- 
lour of pretence, feize his country and revenues into their 
hands, in order to raife a revenue which they had no pretence 
to demand, or right to exafl, and in a mode which no cir- 
cumftances of war, or failure of due payment, could juftify 
under the treaty* 

I am fure that no man who hears me, can credit the fa<Sl« 
I have ailerted; and I hurry to the proof. In order to cl'^mon- 
ilrate that my indignation has not obfcured my judgement^ 
that it is not a difputable deduflion from a train of inferences 
which I have. given, but that it is openly and boldly 'avowed 
to be a breach of treaty ; and I concur with thofe who avow 
it, that if they are involved in a war without the means of 
carrying it on, felf-defence muft urge them to rteps which it 
is more generous and honeft to avow and purfue, being ne* 
ceflary, than to endeavour, by fubtilty and. hypocrify, to 
palliate and excufe. But all this melancholy necefiity falls 
heavily on thofe who planned the war. The faflts I havo 
alluded to are proved, beyond a doubt, by a few pafiTages 
from documents on your table. 

ExtradloTa letter from Fort St. George, dated 1 6th Sept* 

1790. 

** We proceed to reipark on the infufficiency of the lUpu- 
*' lations, provided in Sir Archibald Campbell's treaty, ' to 
" fecure theregular receipt of four-fifths of the Nabob'^ re- 
" venue, agreed to be paid iato the Company's treafory in 
** cafe of a war. We pointed to his t-,ordfhip the impolicy 
** of depending for our principal rcfource.s,^at a time whea 
*' the greatell exertions were ncceffary, upon the operations 
^' and management of the Nabol/s Government. We did 
^' nothefitate to declare it as our unqualified opinion, that 
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** the Government ought^ during the war, to take the Na- 
** bob's country under their own management, and affording 
<< the only means by which the refburces to be defired from it 
** could be realized. 

" If yoiir Lordfhip, in 'Council, judges proper finally to 
'* decide, that we muft adhere to the treaty, we fhall do our 
^( beft CO render it efficient, although our opinion of it can* 
** not authorize expcflation of a favourable iffue. 

** The Nabob pofitively refufcs to affign over his coun*' 
<^ tries ; and his Highnefs propofed, if we would afTure him 
<< no fteps fhould be taken which fhould caufe any change in 
*^ his Government, he would ftretch his credit to the high- 
** eft pitch, in order to give us fatisfadlion. We acquainted 
*' him with the difagreeable alternative to which his conduA 
^^ has reduced us, namely, to aiTume the management of his 
** country without his confent. In reply to this notifica- 
' ** tion, his Highnefs thought proper to repeat his accufations, 
** in thetpoft pointed terms, of this Board having aSed vio- 
" lently and precipitately, and having mifrepreferited the 
•* ftate of affairs, and di reft ing, " that, in cafe the Corapa- 
** ny's people fhould attempt, in violation of the treaty, to 
•* interfere in difmifling or removing his public officers, or 
** otherwife fubverting the rights of his Government, they 
^' ihould not fubmit to the agents fent by the Board." The 
Nabobs in a letter of the iSthof Mdrch preceding, 1790, to 
Major General Medows, fays, " I do not fee under what 
** idea of neceffity my friends fhould at this time Incline to a 
" war^ which muft caufe a moft enormous expence. No 
** doubt that this has been determined upon after the greateft 
*' confideration and deliberation, and with every attention to 
** our future welfare and proteSioUj as the confequences of 
■* war to my country and the inhabitants, which have not 
** yet recovered from the diftrefles of the laft war, muft be 
'* much diftrefs. I therefore hope that this will not be pro- 
" longed ; and as a very great (hare of the expence will fall 
** oi> my ftioulders, I truft that you will admit me to a par- 
** ticipation of whatever advantages, by the favour of the Al- 
** mighty, may accrue therefroin, in an equal proportion.** 

Extract of a political letter, fol. 22* 

<« We adverted to the following extraft from the orders 
" of _the Supreme Government, under date df the 2ift of 
*^ June : — We need not conceal from you that the refources 
** of Bengal, exhaufted as they are, by drains of various 
** kinds, during a long feries of fucceffive years, could hot 
** even, with the aid of the utmoft puhftuality in his High- 
** nefs's payments, either according to the terms of the treaty 
** concluded with Sir Archibald Campbell, or thofe of the 
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'* propoGtions made to him by the Covrt of Dircdorsy tQ 
^* which he has Jjtely acceded, long fupport fuch expences 
" as thofe with which the prefcnt war muft unavoidably be 
** attended, withoujf being reduced to great extremity of ^ 
** diftrefs. Therefore, we think it our indifpenfable duty to 
^^ authorize and diredl you to take eiFeflual meafures. In as 
*^ delicate a manner as may be pofSble, to put the Company 
^* into immediate pofleflion of the management of his Higlv- 
*f nefs's revenue and country.'* 

I need not make any other comment, continued the noble 
Lord, upon this miferable confequence of a w^r, profefledly 
entered into mnler pretence of good faith; but that, if w^ 
owed any attention to the interefts of the Rajah of Travan- 
core, becaufe we had once called him our ally, it, ought not 
to have been paid at fuch an expence of good faith, of gra- 
titude, and juftice, due to our friend and ally by treaty, the 
Nabob of Arcot. It is not, however, this faithful ally alone^ 
who has reafon to complain of the breach of trei^ty, mifap« 
lication of his revenues, and negleft of his interefls ; the 
ndia Proprietor? themfelves are plundered, by this war of 
conqueft, of their inveftments, or at leaft a large portion of 
them, which (if, after paying the dividends, there exifted a 
furplus) fhould have been applied to the diminutioti of their 
debts ; ipftead of which, their property is applied to the 
conqueft of territories, which, next year, may belong to the 
State. At the eve of the expiration of their charter, when 
they muft liquidate their accounts, the Board of Controlf 
truftees of their intereft, appointed by thieCrowflj apply the 
wealth of a commercial Company iri ruinous projedls of con- 
queft, whofe greateft fuccefs may add wafted territories to 
the State, and additional debts to the Company ; and if the 
Company fliould prove (as they will) unable to anfwer the 
demand, the burden of this ruinous Indian prpje£l will, tOr 
gether with the expences of the vain and unprodu£iive war of 
Nootka, and the. equally uninterefting war of Oczakow, 
contribute to the miferies, and haften the ruin, of this ex? 
haufted country. Thefpirit and difcipjineof oufarmy, and 
the gallantry and {kill which l^ads them, may probably renr 
der the warfare brilliant in fterile vi£lories. The known 
icharader and virtues of the gallant General who commands^ 
enfuresasmuch humanity as the bloody trade of war admits ; 
butftillit is a war whofe origin isdeteftable, and whofe final 
refult cannot but be ruinous to the Company's interefts. It 
is a war reprehenfible on every ground which can make war 
odious to humanity, defenfible on no one topic which makes 
war appear neceftary and honourable ; a war whofe pretence 
is revenge, and whofe motive is the thirft of dominion ; a war 
in violation of every treaty which it^aneffe<ft, and in fup- 
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port of none ; begun by forcing the revenues of our moft an- 
cient and faithful ally in India out of his hands, by a breach 
of treaty, inifapplying them by a breach of trnft, in a war 
for our intereft, and to his difadvantage ; and admitting all 
the pretences, with which they have attempted to palliate or 
defend the meafure, $he fum of their mifconduft will ftill 
amount to this, that they have bfokc the moft folemn trea- 
ties of ancient alliance, plundered and mifapplied the re- 
venues of one jiUy, in order to divide the territories which 
they had guaranteed to another, out of pure good faith, and' 
inviolable attachment to a treaty which does not exift, and 
ill fupport of an ally of the Dutch : and even in profecution 
of this pretended fupport, they have a6!ed with the fame 
criminal inconfiftence ; for they have entered into engage- 
ments by which his fupport is not provided; by which his 
country is expofed, not protedled ; without contra^Ung for 
his fecurity, or his indemnity t whilft they attend folely to 
ilipulations of apparent profit for the Company, in a mea- 
fure which mufi inevitably prove ruinous to the Company, 
and, in the end, an additional burthen to the opprefftd land- 
holder in Great Britain, 

Such, my Lords, is the war which the barbarous policy of 
the Board of Control has fent forth to defolate the plains cf 
India, and rendef execrable the Britilh name. Or if there is' 
any thing which can fave from execration the Britifli name, 
it is the charafter of the Company's fervaut?, whofe misfor- 
tune it is to be employed in this war, for fome of whom I 
have the higheft refppft, from long perfonal acquaintance. 
The confidence ^nd confoFation 1 feel, that this ill-judged 
warhas fallen into the hands of its gallant leader, is not cer- 
" tainly from any perfonal knowledge I have of thofe virtues 
of which I can readily credit the reputation from the convic- 
tion I have from perfonal ac(}uaintance with thofe of his near- 
fft relation. 

I think I have omitted nothing which I wifhed to ftate to 
your Lordlhips ; and 1 have only to thank your Lordfhfps for 
the great patience with which you have had the goodnefs to 
hear me, and to make the three motions which I think the pre- 
fent exigency requires. 

1 ** Thatfchcimesof conqueft, and exten (Ion of dominion, 
♦^ in India, are meafures repugnant to the wifh, honour, and 
^^ policy of the nation," 

2 " That there appears to be no juft caufe for a war with 
*?* Tipppo Sultan, nor for the treaties of partition of his do- 
♦* minions, entered into with the Nizam and the Mahrattas; 
<' and that the war, even if attended with the utmoft fuccefs, 
^^ cannot prove advantageous to the Eaft-Ir^dia Company's 
f« fffi^ij-s ill Ipdi^,'" 
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3. ** That it is the opinion of thisHoofe, that it is the da- 
" ty of the Directors of the Eaft-India Company, and of the 
" Board of Control, to tranfmit fuch orders to the Company's 
" fervants in India, as may moft fpeedily procure peace with 
" Tippoo Sultan, on moderate and equitable terms." 

Lord Rawdon rofe as foon as Lord Porchefter had fat down, Lord 
and faid, that however highly he approved of thefirft refolu- Rawdoiu 
tion, which had been moved by the noble Peer, he could not 
but wiih to remove any imputation, which might feem to be 
thrown on the conduft of Lord Cornwallis in the prefent bu- 
finefs. ^From what had been faid, an implication might be 
drawn, that, by engaging in a war, before it was alledged 
that hoAilities had been commenced, he had contravened an 
a6t of Parliament, To every man in a public ftation, or in 
high command, feme degree of credit was due, nay, indif* 
penfably neceffary. For Lord Cdrnwallishe fliould demand 
much more, the confidence to which Jie was entitled by ap- 
proved abilities and tried worth, which he had earned by long 
and important fervices. tJpon the general giound on which 
this war was fuppofed to fland, he certainly muft reprobate it 
in the ftrongcft terms ; for a fcheme of conqueft, for the ex- 
tenfion of territory,, was not only held generally as an impro- 
vident a6l, bftt particularly fo in India: and this aflertion, he , 
faid, was corroborated by feveral trafls of Generah Monfon 
and Clavering, and Mr. HaAings, who have uniformly de- 
clared it unwife and dangerous. And therefore, till he heard 
another caufe fiated and fupported, ^s far as could be, from 
the information received from India, he fhould certainly 
maintain the opinion he now held refpefling the caufe of the 
war. It could not with much confiftency be aiTumed as' a 
principle of our Government in India, to prefer ve, in its tranf- 
adions, all the delicacy of appearances. That Government 
was founded in injufticp, and had originally been eftablifhed 
by force. To remove the imprefllons of luch an eftablifli- 
ment muft be fomewhat diflBcult. To acquire a confidence 
which our firft a6ls had tended to deftroy, feemed .almoft 
impoffible* Apprehenfions muft be entertained, by the na- 
tive Princes, of a power wlych they had not known except 1 
for injuftice. The empire which had been eredted by force, 
could net ftand on the foundation of confidence. 

War, his Lordfhip afferted, muft be the inevitable confe- 
quence of our fjtuation in that country, fince we had provoked, 
by our injuries, the indignation and refentment of every 
Prince who lived within the atmofphere-of our power. Was 
it ever intended, he alked, that any part of India fhould be 
under the Government of Great Britain ? It was an equitahia 
^goQi attached tp the fituation pf Great Britun, that flie muft 
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defend herfelf by her own firength in Indian and not by the 
flrength of her allies. The Princes of the country, indeed, 
might occafionally aid our enterprizes, in order to fliare t]\e 
fpoils, but could never cordially join in our views, or ent6r 
into our attachments. 

An imputation had been thrown out, his Lordfhip faid, 
rather. indifcrirainately by the noble Peer. Military men, he 
faid, were fond of war, in order to have an opportunity of 
difplaying their talents, and fignalizing their fervipes. T. his, 
however, he was apt to think was not the cafe. Military 
. men, who were beft acquainted witli the difficulties and un- 
certainty of war, were moft cautious of encountering its pe- 
rils, and apprehenfive of jts event. 

His Lordftiip declared, that no man could reprobate an un- 
juft war more ftrongly or more ferioufly than he did. It muft 
always be regarded as a calamity to mankind. And no man 
ought ever to harbour a wifli for it, although, when the 
country demanded it, he fhould feel the higheft joy and ala- 
crity in obeying the order^ Nobody waslefs defirous of war 
than he, while he felt himfelf ready to renew the fervice^ 
which he had already devoted to his King and country, when- 
ever they fliould be again required. To take up arms in In- 
dia, in the prefent fituation of" affairs, was certainly not de- 
Crable. Nor could the Government of the'country, who 
muft have been fully fenfible of the extrenie inconvenience, 
and numerous difficulties, which they had to encounter, be 
fuppofed to have willingly engaged in hoftilities. The war, 
which now fubfifted, .was a ferious calamity. Whether far 
vourable or adverfe, it was no lefs the fubjedi of deprecation 
and regret. It was attended with an enormous expence, 
which could only be raifed by means of the utmoft difadvan- 
tage. ^ If fuccefsful, he did not fee what benefit could be de- 
rived in the refult ; if otherwife, the certain confequence 
was ruin. He wiflied that the noble Peer (Lord Grenville) 
had taken more pains to Ihew how the expence, which fhould 
be incurred, was to be made good to the public. 

The conduft of Lord Cornwallis, his Lordfliip faid, wa^ 
entitled t9 much refpeftand confidence. If he was the au- 
thor of the meafures now purfiSed in India, it was not to bo 
doubted that he could affign different reafons for the part 
which he had found it neceffary to aS, from thofe which ap* 
peared from the papers* If it was not a war of Lord Corn- 
wallls^s, but had taken place in confequence of dire<5lions 
from the Board of Control in this country, it was furely im- 
politic; as it had not then originated from the preffure of 
the occafion, the only motive on which war could at all have 
been juftified. With regard to the prefent war, wherever it 
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originated, he would make but a very few obfervations. He 
had little doubt of its proving the fuperiority of the Britifh 
arms; but, whether fuccefsful or not, the immenfe expence 
of it muft ultimately prove a very diftreffing circumftance to 
this country. Tippoo Sultan was, no doubt a formidable 
neighbour; but be did not know whether the apprehenfion of 
ho(\ilities, on his part, juftified our plunging into a war with 
him, wit hout givingtime for negotiation. It was the faying 
of an able, but a profligate. General, (Philip II.) *^ Time 
" and I againft any other two :'* a maxim which he wifhed 
we had adopted in India. 

His Lordfhip concluded, with obfcrving, that from what- 
ever motive we had been induced to commence war, we cer- 
tainly had not engaged with the circumftance of time in our 
favour. The Board of Control, if they were the authors of 
the war, had, from a fear of tlireatened hoftilities, involved 
therafelves in the very calamity which th^y fo much dreaded. 
The great obje6t of the government of India, he conceived, 
ought to be to preferve the tranquillity of the country, and 
fecure the advantages of its commerce. He therefore ap- 
proved of the firft refolution which had been moved, and 
Supported with fo much ability ; but with regard to the two 
othersi he thought they might furnifli fubjedl of future de- 
bate. 

Lord Grenvllle faid, he fliould Second the firft refolution L«rd 
that had been moved, if he conceived it neceffary again to Grcnville. 
record principles which were already fanflioned by the au- 
thority of Parliament, and at prefent fubfifted in full force. 
But tliefe principles were, on this occafion, only brought 
forward to introduce the violent cenfure that followed the 
Government in India, and the meafures now purfued in that 
country. 

Lord Porchefler here interrupted Lord Grenville, and ob- i^^^ 
ferved, that he had not blamed Earl Cornwallis, but had Porchcfter 
only charged the Board of Control with the whole of the 
bufmefs. To them he imputed the war, and he had guard- 
edly exprefled himfelf to that effeft. 

Lord Grenville replied, that it clearly appeared to him that Lord 
the refblutions of the noble Lord neceflarily contained a cen- CJrcnvillt. 
fare on the condudl of Earl Cornwallis, anil that fuch cen- 
fure was unjuft. If it had been true, as hid been ftated by 
the noble Lord, that the Government at home, or that the 
Board of Control, had bfeen rafti enough to fend out orders 
for Lord Cornwallis to engage in a war with Tippoo Sultan, 
they would undoubtedly have deferved cenfure, and that of 
the fevereft kind. Put he declared to their Lordfliips, that 
no fuch orders had been fent ; and his Lordftiip faid, it was 
fo far from appearing from the papers on the table, that or- 
I der9 
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ders had been fent out, that the diredl reverfe was clearly- 
evident ; indeed, it was impolEble, from the nature of the 
thing, that orders coulA have been ferft out, becaufe the war 
had broken out fuddenly. The war had been entirely the 
confequence of events which had taken place in the country 
where it originated, and had been produced by the preflureof 
immediate circumAances. But he was ready to declare for 
himfelf, as well as for thofe with whom he bad .the honour to 
aft, that, if orders had been fent out, if there had been timft 
for orders to have been tent to India, , the Governor General 
had anticipated thofe orders. They would have fent out the 
vei-y orders which Lord Cornwallis had given for the condud 
of the war. He faid he had merely ftated that no orders 
hail been fent out, becaufe the fail was fo, and not that he 
fliould have been afhamed of owning that fuch orders had 
been fent out by the Board of Control, if this had been agree- 
able to the truth. Another thing which had been ftated, his 
Lordfhip obferved, was, that a war in India was a thing 
much to be lamented, and that it would be attended with 
great expence. His Lordfhip faid this was moft undoubtedly 
true; he lamented the war as much as any man. War, 
whenever it happened, was always a great calamity to man- 
kind ; and it was always attended with conflderable expence, 
both in India, and wherever it did happen. But, after all, 
there were certain occafions when war, ought to be under- 
^ taken, if they had any attention to their own rights, to the 

national charafter, and to the fituation of the Eaft- India 
Company. 

His Lordfhip faid, he fhould trouble the Houfe fliortly 
with the grounds on which he conceived the war had been 
juftly undertaken, and upon which the condufl of the Go- 
vernor General was not only juftifiable, but highly merito- 
rious, in undertaking it, and in profecuting^ it with vigour. 
In the firll place, his Lordfliip faid, he wiftied to obferve, 
that Tippoo Sultan's attack on the lines of Travancore mull 
be confidered as an aggreffion on this country, and that there- 
fore the war ought to be profecuted with vigour againft 
' Tippoo. The origin of the war was an attack, on the 29th 
of December, < 789, on the lines of Travancore, and from 
that moment the Governor General of India refolved topro- 
fecute the war with vigour. The Rajah of Travancore was 
undoubtedly the ally of Great Britain, and one whom Great 
Britain was bound toprotedt. His attachment to the Eng- 
lifh had been zealous and perfevering ; and, at the conclu- 
fion of the laft war, when we were deferted by all the native 
Princes, he alone remained our friend, and had it in his 
power to render us the moft eflential fervices. In thofe 
treaties in which he was included, Tippoo had expreffly fU- 
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pulated not to a* tack him as our ally. Could it then be al- 
ledged . that we were not required to ailift him, whofe pof* 
feffions we were bound to defend, and whofe fecurity Wtt 
ought- to guard ? Could it be faid, that we ought not to op- 
pofe an attack, depriving him of the moft ufeful and import- 
ant of his poflefjSons, and which laid open our own territories 
to inroad and violence? 

On the part of Tippoo Sultan, his Lordfliip faid, th^ at* 
tack had been perfectly unprovoked. Tippoo pretended that 
the two forts of Cranganore and Jacottah wefe the caufe of 
it, but this was clearly mere pretence. His real intention 
was to make himfelf mafter of the Travancore country, 
which might be confidered as the key to the Carnatic^ The 
Government of Bengal had juftly confidered this conduct of 
Tippoo Sulran as an infringement of the treaty of Manga^ 
lore, that had been entered into by him and the Company in 
^784. Was it not proper, therefore, for the Company ta 
adopt meafures for their own defence^ and for that of their 
ally ? It bad been dated, tbat> there wa!( no fubfifting treaty 
between the Rajah of Travancore and the Eaft" India Compa* 
ny. His Lprdfhip obferved, that it was very true; and yet 
the Rajah had. always been confidered as a ^ithful and an im* 
portant ally to Great Britain. Many of the greateft Gene« 
rals and Officer S| who had ferved in India, had fpoken in high 
terms of the attachment^ alliance, and friendfhip of the Ra« 
jah of Travancore for the Eaft-India Company. His Lord* 
ititp contended, that the Rajah was included in the treaty of 
Mangalore. After fuch a feries of proofs of attachment, his 
LordiKip thought it yras rK>t very extraordinary that he fhould 
be confidered as an oH ally of the Englifb, and that they were 
bound to proteA his territories* 

The noble Lord next proceeded to date the demands which 
had been made on the Rajah of tlie Travancore country by 
Tippoo Sultan* He fard, thpfe demands had been three in 
number. The iirft demand made on that Prince was, that 
he iliould deliver into the hands of Tippoo Sultan, certain 
Rajahs and Princes^ whom Tippoo conceived to be natives of 
his country, and who had fled for prote£lion into the country 
of the Rajah of Travancore. The Rajah of Travancore was 
a Prince independent of Tippoo Sultan, and therefore Tippoo 
had no right Co make that demand. But the Rajah told him^ 
that, although thefe Princes were of his own caft, although 
they were or the Rajah*s own nation, and his^own relations^ 
who had taken refuge in the country, yet, to pleafe Tippoo^ 
he bad ordered them to leave the country. Tippoo faid, he 
was aftoniihed at the anfwer. Was he aftonifhed at the com- 
pliance of the Rajah ? Or was he aftoniihed at the indifference 
of the Britifli Government in allowing their ally to be fo treat- 
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ed ? No; his aftonilhment was of a very different fort* He 
\^as aftonifhed that ^hefe Rajahs were not delivered into his 
hands; into the hands of the moft bloody arid mercilefs ty- 
rant that ev^r ftained the annals of humanity. The fecond 
demand made by Tippop, his Lordfhip faid> \vere the F^rts 
of Cranganore and Jacottah* Thofe forts appeared to have 
been poi^fled originally by the Portuguefe, who had got pof- 
Teidion of them about the year 1500; and about the year 1550^ 
pr 156©, the Dutch conquered them from the Portuguefe, 
The Dutch had held thiem ever fince ; not as tributaries, but 
in full and abfolute right, as complete fovereigns. Upon 
that ground' the Dutch had a right to fell them, and upon 
that ground the Rajah had a right to purchafe them* His 
Lordihip obferveil, that it was very extraordinary, that, at 

* the very thoment that Tippoo Was complaining of the Dutch^ 
^hat they had not a right to rhefe forts, he was himfelf carry- 
ing oh a negotiation with them for their purchafe. The next 
deiliand made by Tippoo, he faid, related to the lines of 
Travancore, which were in the territory of the Rajah of 
Cochih, a tributary and a dependent on Tippoo. Tippop 
had declared, that the Rajah of Cochin, had been his ttibu- 

* tary fifty or fixty yfcats. Hh Lordfliip obferved, that when 
"^ptie confidefed tne hlftor^y of Tippoo, and of his father, it 

■was hot very eafjr to conceive how it w4s poffible the Rajah, 
■ or any other Indian Prince, CQu|d have been his tributary for 
fo lorlg a time, Trppoo proved that the Rajah had betn,his 
tributary fixty years by the Rajah hifnfejf proving he had been 
dependent on him for only five and twenty years. In both 
the treaties of 1769 and 1784, thenair^e of the Rajah of Tra- 
vancore had been included ; and in thofe treaties it was Aipu* 
lated, by Hyder Ally in the one,' and by hWfon in the other, 
' that they (hodld not attack the territory of the Rajah^of 1>a- 
vancore. All thefe demands of Tippoo Sultan, hh Lordfhip 
laid. Were clearly unfounded. 

At the very moment when Tippoo had pretended to wifh 
for peace, and was ci^rrying on a iliam negotiation for that 
purpofe, it was evident he only wznted time to co}leA his 
forces, and to prefiare for war; and in a few days after he ac- 
tually did collect them, and began the war. How then was 
it poffible for tilt Government of Bengal, if they had any re- 
gard to the hor^our and dignity of Great Britain, to refrain 
from carrying on w^^ ^gainft luch an qnprincipled and deceit- 
ftil tyrant? 

In the courfe of his fpeech, his Lordfhip lan^ented the death 
of Sir Archibald Campbell, one of the ablei^ honefieft, and 
moft uptight fervants of the Company. Sir Archibald, he 
faid, had ended a moft honourable life, and was no longer in 
H iituation of cnjpyinj^ what would have be^i^ to hm above all 
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things gratifying^ viz. the approbation of both Houfes of Par- 
liament. 

From the evideilce thit lay before them, which was all the 
nature of the thing would pofTibly admit of, it was clear, his 
Lordfliip conceived, that the war liad been neceilarily and 
juftly undertaken. When Tippoo attacked the lines of Tra- 
Vancore^ they muft have confidered him as aflually at war. 
He was the avowed and declared enemy of the Briti/h name, 
fiefides the other cOndderations which he had mentioned, it 
was incumbent upon us, in point of policy, to oppofe thd 
progrefs of Tippoo* The lines^of which he wifiied to obtain 
pofleflion were of the greateft confequence. An experienced 
OflScer, General Smith, had declared, that we ought to de- 
fend them with as much firmnefs as tlie gates of Madras. It 
Was not tlie intention.of the Government to exterminate Tip- 
poo, but only to fupport its own allies. ,They had been 
charged, in their conduft, wjth incondftency; but, though 
they might have varied their mode of acting, they proceeded 
upon the fame principle. But, his Lordfhip obferved^ that ^ 
it would not be fufiicient for the Houfe to fatisfy itfelf widi 
a bare negative on the three refolutiot^s that had been moved* 
That would be dangerous to our pofleffions in India, and 
would fopn put a penod to all fubordination and Government 
in that quarter of the globe. It was not only neceflary, he 
faid, that punlfhment fliould be held out to guilt, but that 
prated ion (hould be held out to innoj^ence, and re^n^ard to 
merit. If this were not the cafe, it would not be eafy to 
find people ready to take Upon them the Government of In- 
dia. They might, perhaps, find fome avaricious men, who 
might go to amafs money at the ebcpence of their charadlery 
but who would pay no regard to the intereft of tbofe ovet 
whom they prefided, and who would never deferve the ap« 
plaufe of their country. He remarked of what bad confe- 
quence it mufl be to our interefts in India, if o6r Govern- 
ment there poflefled only the privilege of making treaties with* 
out the power of ful^lting their engagemea^s^ 

His Lordlbip faid, he was afraid he had troubled their 
Lordfhips at too great length, but he had fpoken with great 
anxiety. It had been his lot fometimes to defend his own 
condufty and that of thofe with whom he was conne<Sled in 
politics, but he was then defending anabfent n^n. He had 
no perfonal knowledge of Lord Cornwallis ; he only knew 
him from his public condud^, which he highly revered.--- - 
From a flate of e^^, affluence, and honour, equal to that of 
any fubje& of this country, the i\oble Lord had undertaken 
the Government of India, on condition, that on no circum- 
flances whatfoever be fhould remain there above a certain 
^rrm*. When that tetm had nearly ipxpired^ and when ar« 
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rangemetits bad been made for his return home, to receive 
the applaufe and approbation of his country, a war had bro- 
.ken out. This determined him not to quit his fituation at fo 
I dangerous a jundure. He determined to delay hisreturn to 
his native country) in order to be. better able to chaftife this 
free-booting tyrant, and preferve our Afiatic property, and 
our Ailatic friends, from his plundering army. HisLordlhip 
had left Bengal, land gone to Madias, the place where the 
danger was, and nobly took upon himfelf the refponilbillty 
and conduct of the meafure. When he found, on his arri- 
val at Madras, a brave and gallant Officer, that was equal to 
every emergency, his LordChip had returned to Bengal, but 
flill refolved to remain in India till peace was reftored.— 
X^ord Grenvillc thought, after this, he might take the liberty 
to alk their Lordfhips, what poffible view Lord Cornwallis 
could have in making war with Tippoo Sultan, after he had 
groTbly injured the allies of the Company, but that which juf- 
tice, the fai^h of treaties, and the honour and dignity of the 
Briti(h name, rendered indifpenfable ? Would any noble 
Lord take upon him to fay, that it would be juil to pafs a cen- 
fureon this man? Would they think it prudent to pafs refo- 
lutions againft a war, when tiie very principles on which it 
took place were highly meritorious, and when our profpedls 
were to fe^ure the poiTeiGon of our Indian property^ and not, 
as the noble Lord ilated, to increafe our territory ? He faid, 
after the refolutions of the noble Lord had been difpofedof, 
he ihould take the liberty to move three refolutions fimilar 
to thofe moved in the Houfe of Commons, approving of the 
condudl of the Governor General in profecuting the war with 
vigour. 
Earl of The Earl oi Lauderdale faid his ideas differed widely from 
Laudtr- jhe pofitions laid down by the noble Secretary, who, in place 
^*'* of meeting the motion of his coble friend fairly, had come 
forward with a panegyric on Lord Cornwallis, in which, n6 
doubt, every perfon would agree, although that opinion ne- 
ver could juftify the manner in which Minifters treated that 
Houfe and the country, by calling for approbation of coa- 
dti£^, which they refufed to give any aocount of, or caufe 
for. For his part, his Lordfhip faid, be thought they would 
have been alhamed, in the prefent fituation of the country, 
to havQ fupported any line of condu£t that tended to increafe 
the burthens of the people, far lefs to move for approbation 
to themfelves, vpon beginning an expend ve and deftruflive 
, war, at a time when the refources of the kingdom were now 
known to be in a very different fituation to that which had 
Jjcen held out to deceive the public for fome years back.— 
Confidering, therefore, the real ilate of the nation, and the. 
«#ntfnt8 Qt thf meffage which His Majjefty hadbtely fentto 
I Parliar 
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Parliainent, lie was furprlfed that Minifters had the boMnefs 
to continue ufing the language that they had held, and claim" 
ing confidence from Parliament^ without giving any one fo- 
lid or fubftantial reafon for their conduft, or caufe for the 
calamities that they had brougiit, and were bringing, upocv 
the country. The meflages Mcbich ^inillers had been ac- 
cuftomed to deliver of late, breathed nothing but fentiments 
of a pacific nature, and an avowal of principles that went to 
fecure and preferve the tranquillity of Europe; but he would 
alk their Lordfhips, if the condudl of Adminiftration had 
been any wife confident with fuch principles ? Had they 
adopted a fyftem of mildnefs, moderation, and forbearance? 
Certainly not. They had done diredlly the revcrfe; and, 
without ftating any one fad that could juAify their fyftem, 
now came to aik the fanSion of Parliament to thefe mea* 
fures. With regard to the prefent war in India, his Lord- 
fhip denied that their arguments were founded on fa<5ts ; and 
the noble Secretary, inftead of giving a full and true ftatc-* 
ment of the point at iffue, had thrown every thing upon the^ 
popujarity of Lord Corn wall is, who ^as abfehr, and Sir Ar- 
chibald Campbell, who was now no^more ;'by thefe means at 
once throwing off refponfibility frgm themfelves, for orders 
fent from home, and referring, for approbation of their fyf- 
tem, to two'perfons, of whom, whatever praife might be due 
to them, one w^s abfent, and the other dead ; therefore nei- 
ther could fatisfy the Houfe now, that that fyftem had their 
approbation. He contended that it would have been much 
fairer and better toliave-ftated fadls only, than to have reft- 
tcd fo much upon authorities that could not be brought before 
the Houfe. 

The noble Secretary had faid, continued his Lordfliip, that 
the Rajah of Travancorehad a£led by the advice of Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell : the papers on the table, in his o^nion, con- 
tradiAed that aflcrtion ; and though he did not mean to fol- 
low the noble Lord through all his detail, he muft make a 
few obfervations on what he had faid. He then argued 
againft the neceflity of our plunging into a war, merely on a 
pretence of being bound by treaty to affift the Rajah ofTra- 
Yancore ; and afferted, that the Dutch had no independent 
right to difppfe of the two forts of Cranganore and Jacottah.^ 
They might as well, he faid, fell all the frontier coaft of the 
country, and place an ally in fuch a fituation as to maVe it 
impofiible for him to avoid a war. When the noble Lord had 
ftated, that Tippoo demanded his rebellious fubjedis from 
the Rajah of Travancore, he mis-ftated the fa&, fince the Ra- 
jah, in his anfwer to Tippoo Sultan, firft affertsa falfehood, 
telling Tippoo, that he had no fubjefts of his in his domi-. 
aioos; The noble Lord^ be obferved^ had {aid, << where 
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^ was there any page in the law Qf.nationf}. that fgid a na« 
^^ tidn^ in alliance with another,, was not to defend that 
** other, when that other was attacked ?" In anfwer, the 
noble Earl afked, " Where was the page in the law of na- 
f^ tions, in which it was itated that one power was to gua* 
** rantce another, after that pther has, by improper condu£by 
^' changed its relative fitiiation, and given juft caufe of jea- 
^ loufy to the neighbouring power 5" Wer^c there not, h^ 
, faid, jnftances enow of condufl on our part in Ir>di49 to ftir 
up every native power in. that quarter of the globe to aiims? 
There were two powers in India worth our cultivating, viz* 
Tippoo Sultan and the Mahrattas; and pf thofe, the formef 
was the mod defirable for us to form an alliance with. We 
were, hisLordfhip faid, acting againft Tippoo in India, juft 
as we were going to a£l agait^d the Emprefs in Europe. Tip- 
poo attacked the forts to which we laid claim, and we carried 
the war into the center of his dominions ; fo, in Europe we 
eomplain of Ruffia's perfiftine to keep Oczakow, and, inftead 
of endeavouring to recover Uczakow, we were about to fend 
a fleet up the Baltic. His Lordfliip afTerted that we deibryed 
the whole blame of the war in India, and not Tippoo, who 
had a£led naturally, and as his intereil rendered necoflary. 
Nor was it, he faid, to be fuppofed that Tippoo would chuie 
that hour as the moft fit to attack us, in which he was leaft 
able to defend himfelf, and we were the moil powerful* As 
to the Dutch, it was well known that they were a canning, 
intriguing, and interefted people, and would fell their fron* 
tier forts, no doubt, to •ccafion war amongft the other 
powers, the fole advantage of which would be theirs ; but 
for us to defend that, which we knew muft be very aggra- 
vating and provoking to Tippoo Sultan, was certainly im- 
prudent and unjull, as every war muft be reckoned, which 
was brought on without any real injury done, or infult of- 
fered, either to ourfelves or' our allies. Much had been faid 
about Jacottah and Cranganore belonging originally to the 
Dutch ; but he aflerted, that they did not belong to them 
independent! V, becaufe they were undoubtedly tributary tQ 
the Rajah of^Cochin« In fliort, his Lordfhip infiiled that 
-the pretences for goingto war with Tippoo were highly un- 
juftifiable, and ill grounded ; and he complimented his nohle 
friend for the great geographical and local knowledge which 
he had fhewn in his fpeech, and which feemed to be entirely 
negledled by the noble Secretary. / 

After all he had heard, his Lordfhip faid^ . he knew of no* 

thing in the law of nations, nor indeed had it been attempted 

to produce any one article, that could fupport. the idea 01 our 

being obliged to go to war upon account of any /ubfifting dc- 

' %nfiY6 alliance which we had eoter^ into with any power in 

India^ 
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i|idia, or were^guarantees for9 unief^ we acknowledge at once 
(hat the defenfi ve treaties, which we had made or guaranteed, 
were now found to be offenfive treaties^ and certainly deferv* 
ing the epithet of infamoi^s, which had been jufily applied to 
one of tbem, fpeaking morally; and he would fay, that 
whatever was infamous, morally fpeaking, muft be infamous, 
politically fpeakifl|^. It having been allowed, on all hands, 
that war was the lad thing that the Company, or the Britiih 
Goverement in India, ihould provoke, he was at .a lofs to 
l^now what excufe could be made for the fyAem that had been 
adopted* 

There were only two powers in India th^t we had any rea- 
fon to dread, Ttppoo and the Mahr^tfas; atid to preferve a 
balance betwefui thefe powers was our intereft; but the ob-, 
je& which feemed to-be in view, was very different. It was 
the total' ej^tirpatibn of Ti[^oo, toxonfirm a fort of uncer-^ 
tain ^iliiance, nvhich we'thought to form with the Mahraitas; 
and thofe who vindicated thi%plan, having no fad$ to eftab- 
|i(h their arguments'upon, were compelled to afTume reafon- 
ings that were in no fh^pe admiffible or applicable. 1 

The nobie Earl then made fome pertinent obfervations on 
the prefent fituation of France, and the improbability of l^er 
jifliftingTippoof Sultan, deducing from thence, that the quar« 
rel originated without provocation given by Tippoo, and was 
therefore reprehetifible. In mentioning Tippoo, be faid, his 
character had been fully and accurately given that night, and, 
much bad been difproved of what was ibrmerly faid of him ; 
fome people having thought fit to praife him atone time^ and 
abufe him at anpthisr, juft as it fuited their immediate pur- 
pofe. 

His Lprdfhip concluded his fpeech, by warning their Lord- 
ftiips not to give theii: countenance or approbation to any 
treaties or fyfiems that had been formed upon a fpirit of con- 
^ueil, and a wifh to extend territorial poileflions, however 
unjuft the means of acquifition might be; and he contended, 
that the infamous treaty now upon the table, as well as the 
whole fyftem purfued in India, proceeded upon that love of 
intrigue and conqueft^ which ought to be deprecated by every 
good man and friend to hjs country: and he particularly 
cautioned their Lordfhips not to give thdr approbation to 
Minifters upon blind confidence, at a time when we faw them 
atten^pting to introduce the farne fyfiem with Rufiia as they 
had followed wi^h Tippoo, by at the fame moment claiming 
from Ruflia the mod valuable part of her conquefls, Ocza- 
^ow, and prefenting a meilage from their Sovereign, r^ 
queiling^ an augmentation of the navy to fupport this de- 
iiru£live dcCre of conquefl, and. love of intrigue, the tranf- 
|>lanting of w|iich from In^ja to Europe, ought, and \\t 
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hoped would, be ftrcnuoufly refifted by the nation. He p^id 
many compliments to Lord Cornwallisy but would not allow 
that Miniftershada r'rght, by extolling him, however juftly, 
'to claim a4>probation of their meafures,. without giving any 
Teafon for them. ' 

Before he fat down, he begged, in the moft earneft man- 
nef, to warn their Ldrdfhips againft the motions which it 
had been Aated by the noble Secretary of State that it was bis 
intention to propofe. • Thofe motions his Lord(hip reprobated 
as an infidious attempt in Minidersto take their Lord(hips 
by furprize, and to induce the Houfe to pledge theinfelves to 
fupport the war. 
Marquis The Marquis of Lanfil^twn begsin with complimenting 
of Lanf- Lord Porchefter on his fpeech, and declaring that he gave 
4owii« xht ftrongeft faith to almoft every o^e of the principles laid 
down by the noble Lord, and by thoic other noble Lords who 
fupported the refolutions; but be^b^gged to have it under- 
Aood, that l>e meant the principles they liad Aated, and not 
their opinions, for there was, he faid,' a material difference 
between the two. He could Concur, he faid, in almpfl every 
oneof their principles, but muft at the fame time, on account 
ef thofe very principles, decline voting for the refolutions, be- 
caufe thofe principles proved the refolutions to be unneceflary, 
inexpedient, and unjuft. The refolutions amounted to a cen^ 
fure, and a very ftrong cenfure, on Lord Cornwallis, and he 
took it to be refted on three diftindt grounds, one the war, 
the other the partition treaty, as it might lie called, and the 
third the condudl of that war. His Lordfhip declared, he 
did not think Lord Cornwallis would abide by the papers on 
the table. Averfe as he was to the ex^cnfion, or even re- 
taining a great part of our Empire, there might poflibly be 
reafons of which their Lordfliips at prefent knew nothing^ 
becaufe they were not before them, which when they were 
known, migl\t ftiew that the war was juft and unavoidable. 
What made him inclined to think that nothing but the 
ftrongeft ncceffity would have induced Lord Cornwallis to 
- enter upon the war was, that he ail along in his letters de- 
precated the evil of war, and cxprefled himfelf in the ftrong- 
eft and cleared terms, as fully of opinion, that no advan- 
tage we could expe6l to gain could equal the mifchievoi^s con« 
lequences that muft follow our engaging in hoftilities, cir- 
cumftanced as we were at prefent. In proof of this, the no* 
hie Marquis read feveral extradls from *he letters of Lord 
"Cornwallis upon the fubjeft, and mentioned his Lordft^ip's 
having condemned Mr. Powney, the prefident, for having 
encouraged the Rajah to think of war ; and condemnation 
Jromfuch a man as Lord CornwaUis^ he faid^ was an unan- 

fwerable 
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fwerable proof tbat he was extremely .hurt ^t^fMfilM at 
what be cenfufed. ^ ,' , , , ; ::!fijii', 

There mighty his Lordihip faid», *be tpanyodbef. i^qm Ifir 
going to war befides what appeared in the papets^pn ih^tlflble* 
Let it be remembered that fo long ago, as May 17S91 fplm 
wast imparted by th6 Rajah of Cochin to theiKt^d^ho^Tfa*- 
Vancore, of ah attack intended by Ifippoo SuHaa:M the 
Travancore dominions, and on thofe of fb^ Britifc lik^wife, 
for which purpofeshe was colle£lih|f forces, and )iad fes^ to 
the Rajah of Cochin to Join him/ which Hiefwed thsfi, Tippoo 
meditated ho flight affair, but fome general tpfiterpriee to 
fweep the Dutch and Ehglifli from the ^oaft of Coromandel 
atoncew 

Hie ties of alliance's) the faith of tre&tiei, dnd. the necef- 
fitjr^f adhering to them^ his Lordlhip (aid, were fplendid 
terms. He Well knew what the King of Pfuf&a faid of ice^* 
ties of Alliance, vie. that th«y were to be feen and looked at^ 
but neVer aded upon. They were fine fillagree work, cal« 
tulated more fpr (hew than u(k. But then be wo^ld aflc# 
had we been remarkable for an adberehce to the terikif 4f 
treaties of alliance? At thj^treatv of Utrecht w6'had a1ni9- 
. doned oUr allies moft notoriouily; at the treaty of Neuf^ 
chatel We didfolikewife; andat the peace of PariSf in 17639 
all the world complaitted of us for our toegled of bur allies. 
In fa A, treaties were to be adhered to more or lefs ftrlAI^t 
iccording to the citcumftaoces of the moment ; and the rea* 
fon why they were fo often violated, was becaufe Minifters 
made them without the concartepce of the public ; they came 
to Parliament and aiked fpr confidence to enable them to 
make treaties, and they weteaftifer wards found to be contrary 
to the intereft of the country, and required to be broken 
down with a hard hand. But what, a&ed his Lordihip» 
were the Princes t>f India for whom we were to go fuch 
lengths } They were, he faid, not Kings, but a fpecie$ of 
nobility that depended upon us, and exifted 00 oor frowns » 
The Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjore were our 
firft allien but the former was of the moft confequence*— « 
On theit grounds we ftood in India. 

His Lordfhip jufiified the condttf^ of Lord (Somwallis, bjf 
obferving, that when a man was at Rome, he muft do 9s 
Rome doesy and fo in India, Lord Comwallis was obliged to 
a£t as affairs there required* Me jufti£ed the terming tlHl 
treat J infamouSf obierving that the noble Lord (Lord Storr 
mont) who had nfed th:it word in application to the trelty 
with the Kistam, andihe Mahrattas, well knew what tresr 
ties were, and was not likely to apply an expreffion to them 
of a jftrong nature, which bt had not well ^bonfidered. But 
be aiked, why did Miaifters let th^ R^ftJndiaJCofl^any 
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bave their ]bands in the pockets of the Public? He well re- 

: m^ilbmM itkihijtaLf 1782, thejTappIied to the Treafury, and 

required the loan of joOyOpoU which they had ; but not upon 

etlMir gr6ttt4 thin that of the exigency of the cafe. Parlia- 

. timltf\^ fakly bad hot been up three days, before the Chair- 

ttfian^ and Deputy CbSitrman* one in oppofition, and one not, 

came t(f the Treafurv^ prdented their piftol^ 'and demanded 

■ credit fdr a million flerling. He had faid to himfelf at the 

titnei ^^ if ihis is the cafe, we niuft hurry on peace as fail as 

'M pc&hle^ pay the money^ and fay no more about it." 

Th^ noble marquis here aiked, how were the Eaft-India 
Company to bear the expence of the war ? With what were 
they to pay it ) With their trade, could It be faid ? What 
was their trade, hut a monopoly of tea, oujt of whlch^ Mi- 
nifters had deluded their country, on the ground of a pre- 
tended commutation ? That was, his Lordihip contended, as 
iireSt a tax upon the Public, »s the malt tax, or any other 
ttax« He faid, it was well wonh the ferioiis'confideration of 
their Lor'dfliips, whether the Public would confent at pre- 
•ieot to draw their purfe ftrrngs for the Eaft-Indla'Company- 
He had read a fpeech made in another place, [probably Ma- 
jor Scott*!} in which there was a paffage which Aruck him 
with infinite aftoni(hmenty after all he had heard of theocco- 
»nomy of the Board of Control. It was ohferyedin that fpeech, 
that the peace eftablifliment of Bengal, as paid by that Board, 
. exceeded the peace eftablifhment of the former Adminiftra- 
ticn a million fterling annually. The fail appeared fo ex- 
traordinary, that he conceived there.iyas feme error in the 
ilatement, but upon reforting to Very good authority, he 
found that the excefs was aflualiy one million two hundred 
thoufand pounds;' and with refpeS to the war, it was moft 
undoubtedly true, that the expences now very far exceeded 
thofe of a former period fo much complained of. It well 
then became their Lordftiips, the noble MarquisJaid, to cpo- 
lider from what fource the fupplies were to come. Bengal 
was drained, and Lord Cornwallis had already bc^n com- 
pelled, in vioiatiop of a recent treaty, toauthorife the feizure 
#f the Carnatic awd Tanjore. 

His Lordlhip faid, the Houfe could not, from any thinr 
they knew, pronounce the war either juft or unjuft. Bj^inilr 
ters coulct not be blamed, for they had taten care* to furniCi 
-tio evidence aga'm ft themfelves; he wifhed they had been 
^eqtialfy careful to faVe Lord Cornwallis from unjuft fufplcion ; 
-they owed him their protcfliory and they >tou!d have mani- 
teiiadd it more in withholdmg fuch papers as, without expla- 
tiatfoft, tended rather to give rife to doubt fban warrant auy 
Certain conclttiidn on the fubjf ft, than by any overtharged 
eirlogiums on Ldrd Comw^-Ulis's charafier, Qovched in pom- 
I » ' , ., .pous 
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pous phrafe and fouivling periods^ But fior the reaibiH h9 ha4 
Aated^ Use noble Marqqis faid,. he could not vote fc^ ithcmor 
t ion of the noble l^Qtj^ near him«: If t\\^y mfhed'to^enfoT^' 
thofe men vf\\o h^d^deferved it) let tbeifiDPt^ he faid» iil tbsit 
manner pick out individuals one by onf^ and moft efpeckll]^ 
an abfeiu man^,. wbafrom not being, b^e could not fpeak foe 
himfelf. Let them appoint a refpcdable Cotnmittee to tak# 
a general view of the country, and fee w)|at men OQgh.t to b« 
made, objefts of cenfure. Some tliere .were, his Lordlhip 
faidi; who had prai9ired,«.very poifible. eparmity hi Im)iA ^ k^ . ' 
fuch a Commit f^nch then) tot the jodicajUire ap^ointl^.hjr 
a£t of Parliament to try tlieui, and don't let the cogcrtry h^ 
tantalifed l;y feeing thejcandalous abufes which L^xi ^^nr 
wall] $ had de&r^b^'ip }|i,sl^^tear#, afth,aving'di%r{iQcd us im 
India.* .•..,./•, . .. ' ' ! . . I .-:, . '' 

r With reg^Kd to thi^ motions propofed by the no^lc 3^re« 
tary'af State, his^Lord/hip d^lared he could not vo^ for 
them any oioreJ.than.ipr thpfe prbpoled by tht^ nqble^Lofd 
near himt, ..and fon the. very fame reafon^ viz* becnuf^^the 
Houfe bad it not in tlieir power to a&ertairi ^j^thcr they 
were fupported by fa6t^. Ijet both he fufpended tilt Lord 
Cornwallis comes nqme, aad they had bis whole cniwlin^ t)e- 
foretbem. Then Lord Cornwallis might be cenfored with 
juftice or acquitted -with honour, as his conduA ;l)ioul J war** 
i-ant, and not brought off by a factious vote^ forfe«. bi# lUcM'dr 
/hip faid, he muft ever confider a vote of appiobation pro^ 
pofed by furprife and<on a fudden^^ ir^ aufwi^r to a vote of a 
different kind propofed on that fide the Houfe. 

Hrs Lordihip fp9ke highly of Lord Cornwallis, ifspA heile^ 
4clar4d he muft havjo. been infenfible tathir^y-four yearf friend^ 
fliip, uninterrupted even by politics, if he had not felt iht 
higheff regard for him, .and lie nxuftalfo havf fo^gptt^ the 
uniform tenor of that noble Lo4:dV public condpA if he had 
not an'implicit confidence, that whenever the day came thait 
his coodu£l could. ];)& fully known, it VRoqld be fo^md th^ 
Lord Cornwallis had a<SLed in India greatly to bi^ own ^o- 
nonr/ and to tfaej^dvantage of his c^outitry. The M^Tquis 
.laid be had appointed Lord Cornwallis Governor Qeneral pri-> 
glnally, not frdm'ariy idea that a piilitary man was the fit- 
left tqgo to t^i^ tb6 GovertOi^ent of India upon him^ but 
conii:ious that it wa« actuation in which that noble Lord 
could not acquire fp it&uch glory as if he went to Cana^a^ ^ 
where be might have been called to the exercife of his profef- 
iion. His only reafon for prevailing On Lord CornwaUis to 
go to Bengal was, becaufe he knew no other man fo well qua^^ 
lified to go to India. His Lordfhip touched upon the ap- 
proaching expiration of the Company^s charter, andexpreued 
ills afionifhpient that fo little had been faid upon the fubjeft 
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Hi Englanidy when the advantage of an Eafl-India Company 
tiad 'beeti takto into confideration in France before the tima 
cf ^the niatiorial Aflembly. He quoted the late Lord Chat* 
ham*s dedaration> that he fhpuld leave the ^ueftion of whe* 
ther ie was right 16 ^fontttitie the charter or our Eaft-India 
Company, to Boat upon the waves of public opinion, not 
doubting bat it would one day be agitated, and it would bd 
confi^red whether the Cempapy and the whole of their trade 
Wat a bubble or not ^ 

Tippooi the Marquis faid, was our natural ally^ and the 
Mah/attas the natural Foe of this country. He queftioned 
whether Bengal was not this only fubftantial refource we had 
fd Afia. The Mahrattas were in this cafe a dangerous neigh-r 
))oori iind Tippoo Sultan at hand to check any ambitious at'^ 
lemj^t of the Mahratta?.- With refpe€k to our other poflef-? 
{ions ia India, his Lprdfliip doubted whether they were to be 
r^arded as 9 millAdne about the neck of the country^ or a 
re|oinrc6* "After a variety of other obferyations, his Lord- 
Khfpl ckitiel^ded with giving it as his ppinidnt that it was ro* 
tan^-hfl{)fr0pelr to go to a vote on either of the two fcts of re- 
ifoldtiotfSi j»rid therefore he would- move .the previous q^ueftion 
a$ a teieafes of getting rid of toth for the prelent, 
M^rquVi iTh^^*fcrquis of Totvn/ienJ roje nextj and addrefled their 
pf Town- Lbftlil^ps'to th^ fbUovriiVg purport :—-^ After the very ex- 
<h«?4- tenliyift 6eld of information which the noble Lprd who moved 
th)f ^f(i#h has had rdcoarfe to, I ihall at leaA et^deavour to 
recomm^ «rtiat I h:^ve to offer in'joftification of the x'otc 
I (HaH no^ giVe, by detaining your Lordlhips as (hort a 
time as poffible, 

^ TheliWirin which we are ongaged In the Eaft, is, T con- 
^ celVe,' e^j^five beyond all precedent, arid is highly to be 
lamented/ Great* aVid-'Well-dcferved encomiums have beert 
t}Wii ti> -Ihe nobie tool who prefid^s in that critical and 
imjpdhaiii^-ftation; biit I cin aiTure yo\]r Lordships, that 
neither the high cfteem in whicfi I hold that noble Lord, the 
ties of cbnfanguity,' nor*tbe fellowfliip of ferviqe in which 
I haV'e knbWn his merits, ftobld pi:evail on me to approve 
of his condudt, had Ifi)\fn(), upon the moft mature confi- 
deration, that he could have a£led a morlB prudent and bo? 
nourabl^ part for this courttry, ' 

It Is evidwit, I think, from ^he treaty of the year 1784, 
which, if I am righfly informed of it, Imay juftlj ftile a 
triple alliance, defcnfive and fffenjivf, againft whoever broke 
it firft, that upon tl^e Rajah of Travancore^s purchafe of the 
CejrritOry and fort in queftion, (Satta Mangalore,) the Coun- 
icil, at Madras advifedhis returning it to the Dutch, thereby 
%9 3fToid the Jealaufy and ho^lility pf Tipppo Saib. The 
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Rajah finds t,he,DutQh will not refume if. Why. ? Becaufe 
they had fold it ||iirpofely to avoid Tiippoo*5 hoflility/ 

Thi? (^ouncil of Madras expoAuIate with Tipppo, who 
perfeveres |n his claim, and alledges div^s breaches of friend- 
ship and provocation on tfee part of the Rajabt -^-Tlie Coun- 
cil of Madras, in^juirein^o thiii^ and are cpnvinc^ qf its £al- 
Jacy, Tliey tben.propofe a mediation, and to appoint ar- 
bitratbrsj bop^^j^ to ppev^pt ariv aggreffion : Tippoo c6m- 
men|pes hoftilities^ attacks the irontiers of tbe Ev^J^b, and is 
repulfed Vt the lin^s of Trayincpre, jHc>|«^, my Lords^ tiow 
was either theCiouftcil of Madras*^ the Chief Governor, t^ 
aft in the(b circomftance^ ? Bxppie the Rajah to t;he rapacioiis 
and vindiAive Tippooj 40 break the engagements ot the 
trteaty, ^nd abandon the ehara^t^r. of the Briti/b nation ? pt 
ought his Lordlhip to have fent home for inftrudion€^ there; 
by giving iTippoo not only Uipe to haVe increafed his force^ 
e^ctend hi$ con^uefts, ana afFofd good grounds to the Rajah^ 
and every other pow^r in A(ia, to form hew alliances for their 
better fecuritv ? No, my Lords j 1 trull your Lordftiips yr'itl 
fcc the propriety and h^Ccffity of the decifive part whicli the 
Chief Governor has taken. Upon the arrival of General 
Medows^ 'f ippoo. did, indeed* begin ^ little to lower his tone ; 
liUt what cotild b^ ,ek,pj^fted from'a deilpot, of whom we had 
always heatrd lb ihHdi^us and bloody a charafter, and who 
bas'adrea^y evinced the moft complete infolence and per£dy 
on. <i>ai)^t>tcafions4 

It tiaSjM^h'f oPthe Cliief Governor^ 

2^ conti'ary ti> the ^rinci[[>te's laid <}own by the Ea(l*Indi^ 
^ompap^," anrd to their expfefs injupflions. I hope I do no( 
iniftake'th<^ put^pbrt (thoiigW I cahnpt quote the wprds of the 
aa of Part^Wcfif^ a4th iof his prefent Majefly, entir 

tlfdp ^< All 'a<$TOrtf)e letter re^ management of 

<* tw Eiftyirii^iaCompahy,* ^hich, I think, fays, « that 
to ptErf»e'ipitk<^prof conq)]e$ and dominion in India,' is repugr 
hnm to' tfi^T<i^ei«fts of iiiii nation, and that it /hall not b^ 
lawful Ifor the Goyfernpr^ ^c., ^Ithout authority from home, 
or of the Secret Cqmmitt^e^ ^^fj^P^ ^^^^ bQftilities have been 
fS^k^llf $pmfiinc/i^ or frepcn-atiotis tna4r^ again ft the Brltifl) - 
hatiofiln loiiia^'or ivicl^ Princes 9r States dependant thereon^ 
pr wbo^. tf rntories the Company is engaged to defend, ei-- 
ther t^ dedafe'VaK fcr commence Ijoftijltjes, or enter into 
any tr^eatv fctrihe f^id purpofe; hut that mjuch^afe ofnecejjity* 
the^ ifnuii Cdrnnfiu4icat& is toc^2i% pofCble, ta the Court of 
Dire6ibrs. a^Yult.ftatebf the.grovnds upon which they have 
coi^pienfed luch hoftih|ie8,^ 

L«t m^ then appeal to your Lord/hips, could Lord Cbrn- 
wallis do letsi, in the execution of the good faith of treaties^ 
Hp^fpf thp repmation lif th^ Bfitifti twne^ t^iai? fupport the 
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Mj, who fubmitted to reference. In the polleflion of whfit 
he had purchafed, againfl the violator of cftis triple alliance, 
who refufed arbitration^ . and commenced war for what he had 
no right ? * . . 

If your t^hief Governors, a^nd Commanders in Cliie^ are 

Cohelitateoh fucli occaiionSj^miferahte, indeed> is their fitu* 

X atfon ; nor can the motives of a man be do\^bted, wh?), as a 

noble Lord has joii told you^^ in addition to his, other merits, 

with a ftated falary^ anxious to return to his native country, 

prefers remaining, for the public (ervice, in the mo(l, arduous 

(ituation, from the emergency of the occafion ; nay more^ 

had preferred, the fcene of ai$idn,.al Madr»is to th^t of the 

j>rincipal feat; of his Government.^ yet, upon the arrival of 

^ an highly diilihguiflied military charafler at Ma()rns, he the.n. 

remains in the utmofl fiatepf refponfibility^ unlrifiuenced by 

any motives or. ambition or prpnt«; 

[ Such, my Lords, has been the conduS of, your Chief Go- 
vernor iri India,' which,, if it were not founcJed>or> neceffity, 
and juftified by' the ftVongeft authority, I ihouU.be,;is. jready 
^o condemn, as I fhouJdTp heaVy and infupportablQ an ex- 
pence, which mud fall on this nation; but as this ^:ite of 
lioftility feems to have been, unavoidable, I coriceiye it to be 
iuftjfiable, and the condudk'ofypur Chief ^oyernor highly 

meritorious. " . .-rci. . -L .>'": , 

Lord Lord PorcheJI^r role again, aiid coiiimented ori the fj^i^ch 
Torchfifierpf the noble JS«ere|^ (Lord G^ville) in. the. following 
manner* llie noble Lord has wi^Iy evaded (aid^ his Lord- 
fhip, entering into a defence of meauires perfc^ly indefenfi^ 
ble; he has prudently taken fhelter under the pppalar cha- 
ra^^erof Ldrid Cbrnwaltis^ fnwbofe general commendation 
'He has been as profufe, as he has been niggardly of arguments 
iti defence of the roeafure^ wbtch he infinuates, jtlioaeh he 
dares not, in'diredl terms, ailert, to be, the. fpl^ ^St 01 the 
povernor General, without any fuggeftion, acivice^ or. order 
from home. I concur in all he has (aid of the Governor Ge- 
heraVs perfonal merit, and ihould willingly concur in any 
commendation where praife was not treacherous^ and meant 
to (hift from the fhoulders of Government at home the oditrm 
of their own meafures. As the noble Lord has ftated his in- 
tention to move a forma) approbation of Lord Comwallis^s 
condud as the author c^this war, after he has, a|:cording to 
his own phrafe, difpofed of the motions I ha^ the honour to 
propofe, which he trufts in the blind confidence of his adhe- 
rents to effeft, I cannot avoid^' as a well-wiiher to Lord 
Cornwallis, to deprecate' thatinfidi^us praife which is held 
out in order to perfuade Lord CoiFnwallis's friends, by the of; 
fer of barren approbation, to adopt with it all the fubftantial 
Uame which ah iXiformed Publlt will tliink, due to the mea- 

furt 
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Aire of the war. Lord Cornwallis is fp peculiarly citcum* 
itanced in this affair, that if you fuppofe him within the 
fcope of praife or blame, as author of the war, it mud inevi- 
tably be of blam«* The 2l& of Parliament prohibits the Go- 
vernor General from commencing a war without the authority 
of his fuperiors : if he has done fo> he has offended agamfl the - 
leglflature, and deferves cenfure: if be has a<Sted legally un* ^ * 

der orders, he has done no wrong ; but he deferves no praife. ' • 
He is then the inftrument in their hands, not the refponfible 
author of the war. It is an affront to his charader, and low- 
ers its Aandard, to offer praife for iimple obedience to orders 
received. Miniflers have produced his letters, and the docu- 
ments of the tranfadlions, and left them on the table unex^ 
plained and unjuftified ; but they have infidioufly, by o£kr- 
ing praife, infinuated, that the war was not fuggefted, ad- 
vifed, or encouraged from home, and that they renounced all 
claim to the merits of the war; and thus they artfully trans- 
fer, with the ihadow of praife, all the weight of reproach 
from their own (houlders, and leave Lord Cornwallis as the 
imputed authoc of the war by crowning him with the praife^ 
of diibbedience to tlie legiilature, and leaving him to efcape 
the cenfure of the war as he can. The noble £ord (ays^ .that n 
I have adduced no other argument but the letter of the 7th of 
July, as a proof that the Board of Control had authorifed the 
war ; certainly no more convincing proof could be adduced^ 
and which he has not made the leaft attempt to refute ; but I 
likewife flated the treaties with the Nizam and Mahrattas as 
equally proving it : thofe treaties do not even pretend hof- 
tilities from Tippoo as being the caufe of the war ; and on the 
face of thofe treaties, the war, without the authority of the 
Board^of Control, is illegal ; and with it, the Bqard remains 
highly criminal, and highly refponfible. 

Lord Sydney faid, that his cjonnedlion with Lord Cornwal- L'ordl 
lis would not permit him to hear a cenfure prged againft him, Sjdneyt. 
without faying a few woi'ds on' the fubje<Sl. In his mind, an 
attack had iWen made on the Board of Control for a£ts, of 
which,' neither morally nor phyfically, they could be the au- 
thors. The ally .of the Company had been attacked; and 
the noble Governor General had a6led on the occafion with 
pure Integrity ;»nd becoming fpirit* His Lordfliip faid, he 
would not again travel over the ground which had alr9a<}y 
been tfaverfed with much greater ability, but (hould conclude 
with olrferving, that he had heard many things aflerted in the 
coiirfe of the debate, which had aftonifhed him ; particularly,^ 
that Tippqp Sultan was by r\q m,eans a cruel, bloody,-' and 
vindiftive Prince. His Lordfliip reprobated the whole con- 
iuA of Tippoo Sultap, and reminded the Houfe of his treat- 
nieat of tJtie detachment made prifoners tinder the cooimand 
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b? Genertl Matthcw<s laft viraR' As an aydilWal ihftance of 
*rip|k>o*s deWrtttiriation to break with asj he alked if the in- 
venment of Tellicherry in i'it()wev6 totally forgottefn ? And 
concluded With' expfefting his diiappfobatioh of the motion of 
thd rt<abte Lord (Poithe'fter.^ . 
Lord Lord Storniont ifeprobated the darrying'ofn a war in Indial 
$torm<mi< His Lordlhip faid, tha't tlioujii the origin df this India bufi- 
nefs had l>eeh a^itat^ed whife he wa$ afai-oad 6i\ his duty, and 
that he had not c8ul-a|;e to run Vhi^dugh tlieViilUminbus re- 
port* which weretliidi'lo the fibiiVd of CdAftol, yet he had 
attended Tiifficiently td it (incie^ t6 Ibe ^b)e tb fbrm hi$ opinion 
thereoii* Uppn tnis particular qudftlbn, hbU^ever, he faid, 
he whs in a difficulty hoWto give his >rbtej Cnce eyery day 
news Whs eVpeiJled wliich might very niUC*t influence their 
LdrdfliitJi. Hii Lordlhip cmrtpliihentid Lord'Cck*rtWairUfo/ 
the' rectitude' of his principfes) arid th^ rndderatioti ol his 
mind. He! Was well convinced tliat th« nbb!eLord vii:ii$ pof- 
fefled of a foiil thit afpired after rtiKitai'y gidty, aind that he 
regiiUtcfd his cbtidu£t accordiilg' X6 the ffir^£ti6ns he had re« 
eeiV^d. iTh^ iti^eaty, he fhbiiM prefufiiy/tiiras'm^'^efo the 
exprefs borpbfe bf extending dbminidn, which Was diametri'* 
calljr repiigttaht to thehohouf^ principles, and dignity of the 
Britifh ridme. T.ippo9> overtures iVere ttjeiJted, which was 
a dii*ecl violatibn of treaty 1 

HisLordihipatgued itreiibbuily'againlf th</tVedty for di- 
vidirfff'Tipp6o*s dortiinidns, into which wihaa entered with 
the Mdhrattds arid the Nizam. He pat tfhe cafe* of a fimihr 
treaty being ihtcred into betweeh P;rai]^a kfid France, /or thei 
prfef6rvatiort 6f the general pe*a<cebf Eurbpej enumerating all 
thcEuropiah powers, exce'ptittg only the Nethbrl:^hds; h^ 
diked if the Empieror would ndt have Juft caufe for jealoufy 
on heating of fuch a treaty i Such a treaty he aiJIerted as. that 
lately entered into bv our Government in India, was trn^'^ 
ralleled. His Lordlnip faid,' th^t if Minifters had given of* 
Jers to Lord Corn Wallisf to plunee into war, - the motion pro- 
pofed by the noble 'S^retaryoF State, was that which he 
ihould have expefted from Minifters, becaiife it was a votd 
of approbation of their oWn condu£t« Bitt concjueft w^s the 
main purfalt. He was as fangiiine foi^ vl^bry as any man; 
but then it (hopid bie considered H^hether that victory was to 
he founded in ah advantage or nbt. The expence of a war 
every man muft knoW was • great d!(advantage to a commer« 
cial country $ and great caution ought to be ta^en hpw a na^ 
tion, like Great Britain, involved itfelf ia a war> whofe 
chief bbje6t It was, to promote its Commerce, and confe<}Ueat* 
ly the peace of the country. 

His Lok-dfhip dwelt particularly oil the ruinous confer* 
queaccs of a war in India, obfervLng^ that it could not eoft 
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k(s than four hundred thoufand pounds per mrnth to carry 
it on, and whence were^fuch funis to be drawn for the fup- 
port of it ? Bengal had been already almoR wholly exhauded. 
Money could only be obtained at 12 percent. HisLordfhip 
read an extradl from one of the papers in his hand, upon 
which he made fome very judicious comments, illuftrating 
his general arguments of the inexpediency and impolicy of 
feeking to extend our territories -in India. He concluded 
with obferving again, that the Board of Control, and not 
the noble Lord, were in error. 

The Earl of Carlijle faid, he fliould not detain their Lord- Earl of 
fliips at fo late an hour, but as he was related to the noble Carliflcr 
Earl who had been fo much the fnbjedl of converfation, he 
could not refrain from making a few obfervations on what 
had been faid. He confefled he fhould have been better 
pleafed to have heard from Minifiers, inftead of high and 
fwoln eulogiums on Lord Cornwallis, that they were ready 
to communicate the orders which they had fent out. A 
noblc.Lord had faid, that the Board 01 Control could not, 
phylically fpeaklng, have given orders in regard to this war. 
That they had not given orders explicitly as to this war, 
was prouable; but had they not fent out hypothetical orders, 
which bound the noble Earl to take the courfe he had pur- 
fued? In gbfervatipn on the various aJlufions to Tippoo Sul- 
tan's charaJler, he hoped that noble Lords would conCder 
that we were now again at war with that Prince, and that 
f\?ch language was not likely to conciliate him to afFord mor«; 
hofpitable treatment to fuch of our military as. might unfor- 
tunately fall into his hands. The noble Earl affirmed it XOk 
be his ftrenuous belief, that Tippoo Saib did not meditate X 
war ; If he had done fo, hef would have taken the courfe pur- 
fucd by his father ; he would have come down with his hoft 
of cavalry, and would have fwept the Carnatic, by driving 
tjie cattle, cutting ofF the harveft, and taking fuch other 
fteps, peculiar t,o an Afiatic war, as fliould have prevented 
us from attacking him. He had not done this, and he there- 
fore believed that he had not meditated an attack. I^is Lord- 
(hip concluded with declaring, that he thought Lo^d Corn- 
wallis had been extremely ill treated by Minifters; Tho 
papers on the table, he (aid, were unintelligible, without' 
explanation ; and Minifiers had not done him the juftice to 
give any explanation whatever. His Lordlhip fpoke highly 
of Lord Cornwallis, and pronbunced him a man incapable 
of adfing in fo unworthy a way as Minifters had imputed t# 
him. 

I'he. Houfe divided 00 the previous queftion ; 
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Content* - 84 
Proxies - - 12 

- 96 

Not Contents - 17 
Proxies • - 2 

Majority - 77 

The motion of Lord Porcheftcr being thus difpofed of, 
Lord Grenville rofe, and made the fame motions in appro- 
bation of the war, as had been previoafly carried in the 
Houfe of Commons. 
L©rd Lord Loughborough fpoke againfl them, declaring that 

iough* Minifters had wifely chofen that mi^dnight hour for the pur- 
borough, pofe of carrying an adulatory refolution on their own con- 
duft. It was' only fit, he faid, for a drowfy audience, and 
not proper to face the light of day. His Lord/hip contended, 
that, by aflerting that the Board of Control had not fen t out 
orders to begin the war, they had avoided the fair argument, 
and that, in fa61, no point had been at iffue between the two 
iides of the Houfe, fince the real fpring and fourgs of the 
war were to be found in the'treaty figned in July, 1789, and 
not in Tipp6o*s attack^ on the lines of 1 ravancore ; and 
therefore it did hot follow that orders might not have been 
deceived from home by Lord Corn wallis, between the month 
of September, 1789, and December following, when the at- 
tack had been made. He faid that, at fo late an hour, he 
would not detain their Lordlhips, except to mention one 
fa<S, which had been overlooked ill the debate, but which 
proved that the whole fyftem now purfuiitg in India, had 
been dictated in England. In the orders for forming treaties 
otdefenfive alliance, all the powers of India were euume** 
. rated, excepting only thofe of 1 ippoo Sultan. His domi^ 
nions, though guaranteed by pofittvc treaty, were not tobir 
defended; a,nd thus it was declared, that we were to fufFer 
him to be attacked, or to attack him ourfelv.es. His Lord- 
Aip ftrongly reprobated theftrange and indefeiifible conduf^ 
which Minifters had purfued in this queftion; and con- 
cluded with faying, that by thus calling for felf-praife, they 
materially changed the ground of the difciiffion; for it was 
not a very grateful thing to beftQW praife, withotit commu- 
nicating the reafons on which itought to be given ; he'Hioul^ 
therefore, he faid, move the previous queftion. 

On which, the Houfe divided; .- 

Contents, 12; Not contents, 64. Majority 52, 

The three motions of Lord Grenville were then feverally^ 
put, and carried in the affirmative. 

The Houfe adjourned. 
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IVednefdaj^ 4/A May. 

On reading the order of the day for the fecond reading of 
the bill to divorce Mr, Cecil from his pr«fent lady, 01^ ac- 
count of her adultery with the Reverend Mr, Sneyd, 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, arid called their Lord 
Lordfhips' attention to the bill.. His Lordftiip faid, he was ChanccU 
deiirous to deliver his fentiments on the fubjeft of the bill **''• 
then .binder confideration, becaufs it differed much from 
thofe which generally formed the ground of application to 
that Houfe for bills of divorce; with that view on a former 
ilage of the proceeding, he declared it was, that he had con* 
fented to the delay at the time propofed for the fecond 
Heading. Mr. Cecil, who applied to their Lordfhips foo 
a diffolution of his marriage contra<5b> his Lordfhip f^id, , 

was an honourable gentleman, apparent heir to a noble and 
illuflrious famiiyy'in this country, and he, as well as every 
other perfon applying to their Lord/hips for redrefs of 
grievance, would undoubtedly receive it as far as their 
Lonlfhips could extend their interference upon the princi* 
pies of juftice, defined and limited by the law of the land J 
From the Ecclefiaftical Court Mr, tecil had already re- 
ceived all that Court could grant him ; he had been allowed 
a divorce a men/a et thoro, which might be granted on a va- 
riety of cafes, in each of which Parliament might refufe to 
interfere. There mij^ht, his Lordfliip faid, be various rea- 
fons for this kind ot divorce, when neither juftice, public 
policy, nor a due regard to morality or religion could war^ 
rant the granting a divorce by Parliament, which was a di- 
vorce a ifinculo matrimonii. The firft divorce was a merq 
feparation, adapted to the convenience of the parties ; but 
the fecond was an abfolute diffolution of the contract, and 
therefore he had always bsen of opinion, that if any agree- 
ment between the parties to feparate could be proved, or if 
after the adultery of the one, the other aflented to or con- 
niv.ed at that immoral a£l, or was heedlefs and indifferent 
about it, the law upon the ground of public policy and dr^ 
corum would refufe a divorce a vinculo matrimonii ; and fo it 
ought to be on the principle of juftice, as well as on that of 
public expediency, in order to make the marriage contra£k 
as folemn a deed as the nature of the thing would admit ; 
^r there could be no injury, and confequently no redrefs, 
where a party had permitted, or had rtot endeavoured to 
prevent the a6l. The quefiion ,in this cafe, his Lordfhi]i 
faid, was, whether tlie gentleman who made this applica- 
tion, had conducted himfelf with regard to his wife in fucl^ 
a manner as to be entitled, according to the principles h# 
bfl4 laid down, to this divorce a vinculo matrimQnii. The 
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evidence of the aJultery of the lady was dear enough J 
tut, on the other part of the cafe, that of the conduct of 
the hulband, he owned he had entertained confidcrable 
doubt ; and that too of fuch a nature that the fu!;)fequent 
circumftances of the cafe, on a good deal of delLberation, 
had not yet entirely removed. It had zippeared before their 
Lordfhips, that Mrs. Cecil had, with much dillradlion, bat 
without contrition, confcfled her adultery witli Mr. Sneyd, 
for which fhe had been fubfecjuentiy fngiven by her huf- 
band; and that (he had, afterwards applied to him 'for leave 
to vifit tlie adulterer, promifing that it fhould be the, laft 
time. Her bare , pro mile, after the experience had of her 
CbnducS, was, his Lordfhip obferv^d, but (lender fecurity for 
her future good behaviour, and there could not be much 
prudence in trufling her with this vifit. However, the 
hufband confented to it, and fuffered her to ride to Birming- 
ham, accompanied only by a female. She met the adulterer, 
they were left by tliemfelves in a rcom for two hours, and 
then, inftead of her returning, they went off in a poft- 
chaife together, and liv^d afterwards in a ftate of open 
adultery. This confent on the part of Mr. Cecil, his 
Lordfiiip faid, liad much the air of indifference about the 
niorals of his lady; there was too much levity in it. It 
was at the very beft, incautious and unbecoming behaviour. 
7'hefe points, however, he did not urge as the grounds of 2^ 
pofitive oppofition to the fecond reading of the bill, but he 
felt it to be his duty to lay them before tlie Houfe, His 
Lordfliip owned he had confiderable doubt upori the fuhjed^ 
hut in this (as in all doubtful cafes, he fliould wi/h to do) 
he fiiid, he had taken the opinions of others of high autho- 
rity in the law and of great weight in the' Ecclefiaftical 
Court, who on an attentive perufal of the whole of the 
evidence in this cafe, had declared, that if they had to de- 
cide on the fubjeft, they (hould rather nicline in favour of 
the divorce; having received that opinion, it bore upon his 
mind fufficiently to impel him to fay, he ihould not oppofe 
the fecond reading of the bill* 

The bill was then read a fecond time and ordered to be 
committed for Monday next. 

Ordered, That the Lords be fummoned on Monday next, 
ujfon the motion of Earl Fitzwilliam. 

Lord'Grenville moved, " That the report from the Com- 

** niittee appointed to fearch for precedents in cafes of ini- 

*^ peachment, which now lay upon the table, betaken into 

f' confi deration on Monday fe'nnight." * 

Marquis The M ar qms of Lan/down faid, he rofe, not to oppofe thft 

of Lanf- day mentioned by the noble Lord, becaufe in ftii, any day 

govvii, ^Yas cjuite the fame to him, prv>vided \i was fufficiently 

^iftant 
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diftant to give noble Lordfi- time to confider the importance 
of the queiUon to be brought before them, and therefore he 
could have wiflied that the Houfe had been fuller when the 
notice was given. As it was, he could not avoid laying a 
few words, upon the very ferious nature of this queflion, 
and the confcquences that w^re involved in the decifion of 
it. His Lordlhip faid, if it only merely concerned a Chief 
Governor of the Eaft Indies, he certainly would not hav« 
troubled their Lordftiips with any thing to-day; but he 
confidered the matter in a very different light, and as one of 
the moft important and momentous that could pofflhly com« 
into that Houfe, in which their Lordfhips were particularly 
interefled, and in the determination of which the people of 
Kn^^land, and the conflitution itfelf, were deeply and mate- 
rially concerned, as it went to determine whether there was 
or was not any law in the nation by which their conduct was 
to be guided. He faid, that a great many pamphlets had 
been written upon this fubje£^, and he had read, if not all, 
mod of them. This, the Marquis faid, he was no way* 
afhamed to acknowledge, when he could add, that they 
came from the pens of fuch men as entitled them to atten- 
tion and refpeft. Moft of them were written by the law- 
yers, and he could not lofe that opportunity of expreffing his . 
opinion that much ability, profefEonal knowledge and ar- 
gument, was to be found in them ; yet, after complimenting 
very highly the profeflion itfelf, and the conduct of the 
lawyers on many occafions, which he refpefled much, he 
thoughr they had all along taken up the matter more in a 
profeffional than a conftitutional mode of arguing. It be- 
came their Lordftiips' dignity, the Marquis faid, to enter 
.fully, and with much deliberation, upon fo great and impor- 
tant a difcuflion; and he trufted, that every noble Lord, 
who had a right to fit in that Houfe, would give it the moft 
ferious attention. If he did not ftrangely miftake the mat- 
ter, no queftion could be agitated, that ought to command 
their attention more. The fpirit of liberty, which the fub- 
je<Ss of the country, both in and out of that Houfe, boafted 
fo much the enjoyment of, depended, in his mind, entirely 
upon thofe two points, the trial by jury, and the known law 
of the land ; the prefervation of> and adherence to which, 
certainly demanded every exertion of their Lordfhips and 
the country at large to fupport. With regard to the trial 
by jury, his Lordfhip faid, the wifdom of their anceffors 
had in fome meafure deprived thofe who had a right to fit in 
that Houie.of it, and fubftituted in particular cafes the tristl 
by impeachment, which conftitutes part of the known law 
of the land,' upon the nature and extent of which, their 
liOrdOiips would Toon be called upon to give, their judge- 

oaeftt 


1^? PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791. 

inent and foletnn determination. For his own part, weie he 
to be aiked> (though the queftion could not be pat to him, zi 
the conftitution of the country flood) whether he. preferred 
the trial by jury or the trial by the law of the land } b^ 
fhould hefitate how to anfwer, or which to prefer. Htf 
concluded, by endeavouring to imprefs as ftrongly as poffi<» 
ble upon their Lordfliip&' minds the magnitude and confe* 
quences of the fuhje^i to be difcufied, and the hopes which 
be entertained of a full attendance. * The motion was then 
put by the Lord Chancellor, <' That the Lords be fumnioned 
*^ for Monday fe^nnight, to take into confideration the re- 
** port of the Committee of Precedents." Ordered. 
Marquis Thg Maryuis of Lanjdown then faid, he hoped, as an^ 
<tf Lanf-. Qj.jgj. ^ag made for fummoning their Lordihips, that ic 
^^°* would be done in as exa£l; and particular a manner as poffi- 
ble ; and he trufled that no noble Lord, who had a feat in 
the Houfe, would abfent himfelf, except he could give a 
very ferious reafon for fo doing. 

Some private bufmefs was gone through, and the Houfer 
adjourned till to morrow. 

MonJayy gib May* 

Lord Lord PofcheftiT addrefling himfelf to the King's Minifter^ 
l^orchciler obferved, that fince the Indian war was difcufied in that 
Houfe, frefli communications had arrived from that quar- 
ter; he therefore wilhed to know whether it was the inten- 
tion of His Majefly's Minifters to lay that information be* 
fore the Houfe ? 
Lord Lord GrenvilU replied, that all the information which had 
Grenyillc. been received was already before the public. 

Lord Lord Perchefter faid, that no official account had been 

Porcheftcr laid before their Lordfliips, and as he conceived it to be the 
duty of Minifters to lay that information on the table, to- 
gether with an account of the military operations ami tho 
flate of the campaign, his Lordftiip faid, he (hould mi^ke a 
motion relative to the fubje<9:.bn the firfl open day. Friday 
next was fixed upon for this motion, and the Lords werd 
ordered to be fummoned. 
Earl Fitx- E^rl Fitzwiliiam^ purfuant to Xhe^ notice he had given on 
«ri)Iiain. a former day, rofe to ftate his reafons for wi/hing that the 
Houfe might be fummoned^ What he meant to fuhmit to 
the confideration of their Lordihips, appeatled to him to be of 
very great moment, and worthy of their moft ferious delibe* 
ration; or fclfe he would not again have brought before 
them a queflion that he had troubled them upon before the 
recefs. Hfe meant the war which, by appearances, we were 
likely to be engaged in with Ruflia ; a war that, as far as ho 
4|0ttld lear^ the fentimept^ of th$ country, ai\d the opinioa 
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jpf thofe beft informed, as well as moll intereAeJ In it^ W»8 
the moft unpopular, impolitic, and inexpedient, that any, 
country could enter into. When this fubjeft was difcufTed 
before the Eafter holidays, bis Lordfhip faid, it was al« 
lowed to be of great magnitude ; but he would appeal to 
their Lordfhips, taking into their coniideration every thing 
{hat had happened during the intervening fpace of a kw 
weeksy whether tlie fituation of affairs did not now morii 
ilrongly induce theni to make a minute inquiry as to th# 
prefent ftate of affairs, even than at the time^when ic waS' 
brought forward. During the recefs of Parliament, ail 
opportunity had occurred in different parts of the country, ^ 
to know what they h^d reafon to expe£t from the clof^nefs 
and fecrecy obferved by His Majefly*s Minifters, and to 
for^fee the confequences likely to follow, if we bad tht 
misfortune to be plunged into a war with Rufiia ; a country, 
Vith which our fleady alliance, a connexion for a confi- 
derable tinie back, had been productive of the moft benefit 
cial effefls'to our trade and manufactures. 

HisXordfhip faid, he thought himfelf juftified in dating, 
this, from beiog poffefled, both by private information, andl 
refolutions that were publicly known, of the fenjtiments 
which prevailed at Manchefter, Norwich, and the Weft 
Riding of York/hire^ places which certainly, from the very 
^reat extent of their trade, particularly with Ruffia, were 
itntitled to the refped and attention of that Houfe, and of 
the country. His Lordihip conddered the Ruffian ttad^, 
iipon the moft acciirate information that .he could obtain, 
to be greatly in favour of this country; the imports he 
cftimated at one million and a half, and the exports a& 
jieatly 4CO,oo6L and although it might at fir ft (ight appearf 
that the import trade, being fo great, was againft this covn** 
try, yet when the different articles of trade were examined 
into, and the ufe which this country made of them^ being 
raw materials, which were manufactured here, and after«* 
wards fent back to Ruflia, or exported elfewhere, it wouldi 
he found, that the trade was very advantageous indeed for 
Great Britain* The papers on the table from the Cuftom 
Houfe, and other documents, furnifhed him with proofs of 
ivhat he afierted. 

The principal articles of importation, his Lordftiip ftated 
to be tallow, bar iron, hemp, and deals, a very minute 
detail of the value of which, and the revenues arifing from 
tliem, he ftated very correflly to the Houfe, and argued 
very ftrongly upon the importance of the trade with Ruffia, 
the total lofs of which was certain, if we went 'to war, 
and ought to weigh much, when even Minifters themfelves 
ili|l ijot pretend that any poflible advantage coulu accrue 

even 
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even from a fuccefsful war. The addrcfs to the King, 
which . he meant to move before he fat down, was meant 
to convey to His Majefty the fentiments of the country, 
relative to this war, and to obtain, if poiEble, fome more 
decifive and certain information than His Majefty's Mi- 
nifters were inclined to give, upon a point which the coun- 
try was fo much interefted in, and had fo good a right to de- 
mand fat is fad ion upon. In the former difcuffion upon this 
fubjefl, his Lordfhip faid, the noble Secretary had aiSured 
the Houfe that a war with Riiflla, if it did happen, was not 
the conftfquence of any fubfifting treaty; farther than this, 
their Lordftiips had received no official information whatever, 
but confidence of the moft implicit kind had been demand- 
etl by Miniftcrs, and in fome meafure given to them, though 
it had not met with the return on their part that might have 
^ been expecSled ; for tliey had never hitherto given the froalleft 

degree of fatisfa<Slion to the country, for their»condu6lata 
period when the public had reafoh to be much alarmed about 
the confequences, and had an undoubted right to call upon 
them for information. His Lordfliip fpoke fo low that we 
are forry it is not in our power to follow him through a verjr 
able and iaterefting fpeech, which he concluded by moving, 
*' That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majcfty> 
" to entreat His Majefty to take into his ferious confidera- 
** tion the material injury, that the manufadlures and trade 
of tliis country will fuftain from the interruption of the 
friendly intercourfe and. good underftanding that has fo 
** long fubfifted between Great Britain and Ruffia, And to 
befeech His Majefty not ta hazard the advantages of fuch 
friendly intercourfe, and the ineftimable bleflings of peace, 
by a hoftile interference, for the purpofe of effeflingany 
*l arrangement refpefting Oczakow, and the uncultivated 
** diftridls adjacent ; as we humbly conceive tliat in fuch 
*' arrangement, neither the- political nor the commercial 
** interefts of the country are concerned.** 
Lor^j Lord GrenvUle rofe as fooii as the foregoing motion had 

<grettfille. been made, and prefaced what he was about to fay, withob- 
ferving, that he did riot mean to go into all the matter, 
which the noble Lord had introduced into his fpeech, be- 
caufe from the fituation he was in, it would be exceeding!}' 
improper in bim to fentcr into' any explanation, pending* 
negotiation, that might tend to interrupt or interfere with 
that negotiation; and he therefore thought, he was by no 
means bound to fay more than was confiftent with his duty, 
in anfwer to the noble Lord. Much had been faid about th^ 
trade with Ruffia, which his Lordfliip allowed to be of very 
great importance, though he would not agree to be exa£Uy 
as thsT noble Lord had ft^ted, with regard to the importatip" 
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and exportation. Information on that head, taken from the 
Cuftom Houfe accounts on* the table^ might at any time be 
fallacious, and therefore were not to be argued upon. In- 
deed they generally were erroneous, and always imperfefl; 
hecaufe the means of obtaitiing a jnft knowledge of both • 

importation and exportation, was either by the voluntary 
account given by the parties, in which cafe, with the one 
it was their bufinefs to fay what fuited themfelves, and, 
with the other, their intereft to evade fpeaking all thq 
truth. However, the importance of the trade was certaiijy 
hot the only point to be confidered in a negotiation like that 
in which we were concerned ; nor could it be any way 6 
againft our commerce or manufactures, that the balance of 
power, as well as the balance of trade, was properly looked 
after; and whatever regard noble Lords might have, or 
whatever fears they might exprefs, for the Ruffian trade^ 
there naiy be other political objedls that were worthy of the 
attention of Minifters, objeSs that depended upon the rela- 
tive fituation of this country with others in Europe, which. 
Were they to be overlooked, might be of far greater, and 
mere alariiiing confeqiience, than mere commercial interefts 
could be. 1 he trade of Great Britain, with every othet 
countryj he confidered of much importance, and there- 
fore, in proportion to the value of our trade with any 
country, ought our attention to be drawn to meafures that 
would maintain and proteA that commercial interefl, which 
Could not be done without a ftri6k regard to obje(Sls that cer- 
tianly Were as n^uch, if not more, political than commer- 
cial* 

Agreeing to the ^ddrefs ptopofe(i, would, his hordihip 
faid, in his mind, be putting fo much ftrefs upon th« 
kuffian trade as to decide, that Great Britain wa« depend- 
ant upon Ruffia, a queftion that he trufted noble Lords 
Could htver decide upon in that manner, whether they 
agreed with thfe noble Lord, as to the impottance of th^ 
trade, or not^ to the ei^tent which he wifhed to have it 
efieemed. If for other obje£ts it might be neceflary to gd 
to wan be did not fee that we had any cottimercial rbafons 
that ought to prevent it, if fuch obj^fis cotild be obtained I 
and even if war fhould occafion a fufpenfion of trade with 
Ruffia, which he did not believe It woutd, he aiTerted that 
the trade; which we might carry oh iii other quarters. 
Would be fully equal, if not greater, in beneficial effects to 
.this country. His Lordfhip denied that this country was^ * 
favoured by Ruffia in any one branch of commerce; and 
contended that thofe confumers who were ferved by Britaid 
through the means of Ruffia, would be better fupplied al- 
ways by Great Britaih than atiy where elfe, and of courfe, 
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that we never would lofe that trade, though the channel of 
conveyance might be altered. An alliance with Pruffia, 
which enabled us to carry on the fame trade by the means 
of a conne£lion with Poland, he thought, would be much 
better. Upon the whole, his Lordfhip argued, that it 
would be neither wife nor politic to forbear going to war 
at any time, merely on account of any trade ; and he 
would venture to aflfert, that the greater length to which 
we extended our commerce with any country, made us the 
mote dependant on that power. Asito confidence, -he 
thought their Lordihips could -not be accufcd, by refilling 
the prefent motion, of raftily and wantonly hazarding a 
continuance of that confidence, during a negotiation on 
which they had already decided not to withdraw it from 
tlie fervants of the executive government. His Lordihip 
concluded, with faying, that he thought the arguments 
' of the noble Earl infufficient to form a ground for an adt 
drefs to His Majefly ; and he ihould therefore oppoie the 
motion. 
Lord Lord Rawdon cxpefted that the noble Secretary would 
&awd«n. i^ave been more explicit in his anfwer to the motion, which 
his noble friend had brought forward with fo much cre^^it to 
himfelf ; more efpecially as his noble friend had, on a for-* 
mer occafion, preiTed him fo much to give the neceffary in* 
formation which the Houfei had a right to ffom His Majefty's 
Miniflers, by a motion fimilar to that now before their 
Lordfhips. As to what the noble Secretary had been 
brought to fay on this fybjeS, his Lordfhip faiJ, he was far 
from joining with him in what he ftated formerly, or to- 
day, which he coniidered as a continuation of the fame de- 
bate^ wherein Miniflers had offered no arguments which 
could give conviSon to any man that their conduft was po* 
litic, wife, or expedient ; nor had they givc^n any official in- 
formation that could be fatisfa6lory, at a time when, of all 
others, the public were mofl entitled to fatisfaftion, When 
a great armament was going forward, artd every apparent 
preparation for hoflilities, that would pluifge the country 
into an unexpe£ted and unjufl war, againft .a power with 
which we had been long and prof per oufly allied, and thereby 
entail the mofl fevere and dangerous calamity upon th^ 
country.; at the fame time they thought it not only unne- 
fefTary, but abfolutely refufed to give any one folid ground, 
or ferious argument, in favour of their proceedings. All 
that could be learned, and that not from Miniflers, was, 
that they were arming and carrying on hoflile meafures to 
bring about an agreement to fome certain, violent, arrogant, 
and unreafonable requifitions, which, if not granted, muft 
^proYoke and gccafian war, which he differed very widely 
4 front 
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from the light and indifferent manner in which the hoble 
Secretary treated our trade with Ruffia, and reprobated the 
ftagnation and uncertainty in commercial a£Fairs which had 
taken place in confequence of the meafures now pnrfuing. 

One piece of information, his Lordfliip faid, th^ country 
had b^en favoured with lately, which he could not pafs over 
unnoticed, it being not }efs remarkable in its nature than ex- 
traordinary in the method in which it was communicated. By 
the mefiage which the Ruffian merchants had received from 
Government, they were told that they may carry on their 
trade till fuch a day ; or ratheri that there was a great pro* 
bability that they can he in no danger to navigate their fhips 
to and from the Ruffian ports, till the end of one month or 
the middle of another. 1 his was a communication, he be* 
lievedy the moft uncommon and eccentric that had ever come 
from any Government to a trade which it wi(hed to protect ; 
and publiihtng it was certainly as wild and impolitic a mea- 
fure as any Adminrftration ever adopted ; becaufe, in this 
cafe, we muft, in all decent policy, fuppofe it to be the opi- 
nion of MiniAers, that when this period expires, war may 
commence ; and if it did, there is nothing more likely than 
that the Ruffians would begin the war by capturing all our 
veflels and feamen in their ports* The abfurdity of this pro- 
ceeding his LordAiip Aated in a very flriking and pointed 
manner. As to what had been faid in this and former de^ 
bates, about our interfering by way cf mediation, of this he 
muft fay, that our mediation was being decidedly partial to 
one power^ and making an unreafonable demand upon the 
other* The condu£t of His Majefty's Minifters on this oc- 
cafion, put him in mind of the infolence of Lewis the Four- 
teenth, which difgufted all Europe^ The^ofs of our trade he 
coniidered of the greateft importance ; and when he wifhed 
to imprefs their Lordfhips with his fentiments upon the dan- 
gerous and deftrudive meafures that Adminiftratfon feemed 
to follow, in defiance of the opinion of the commercial and 
landed intereft, and without deigning to give any explanation 
of their condud, he did it not merely for himfelf, nor that 
Hoole, but for the country ar large; as the country muft 
fuffer materially, by facrificing the certain and valuable ad- ' 
vantage of a great trade with Ruffia, for fperulative reafon- 
ing, unfupported either by fa<Sk or argument, which was pre- 
cifely the iituation of the country oppofed to the conduft of 
Minifters* 

It was faid, that we were bound by no treaty to interfere 
in the difpute between Ruffia and the Porte, and the fole 
caufe of the war, if it did happen, was becaufe Minifters 
thought it expedient, and our implicit confidence in them 
muft induce us to take that for granted.' Now^ his Lordfliip 
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^id, he would much rather they had declared that there wa^ 
feme fecret ex ifting treaty, orartipleof treaty, upon which 
they afted ; although it might be fuch a ope as they iwere 
properly aflwmed to aypw, ftill he would fay, let it be ad- 
hered to; and however much he might cpnctemn thofe who 
had framed it, if they had committed themfelves, let them 
not go hack, nor difgujfe their proceeding, by denying what 
t they were not willing to avow ; pr elfe let th^m ihpw the ex- 

pediency of th^ war, and that it did not originate frpm the 
arrogant tone of their demands and threats. In the fltualion 
which heMiad dated, his Lordfhip faid, if any fuch article or 
treaty exifted, he could comprehend their feqrecy, though 
he did not approve ©fit; but othervyife, as they pretended to, 
be, except they were more explicit, this country had little 
fati^fadion in their fecrecy, apd foreign nations could have 
Jittle reliance on their honefly. 

In^the prefent ftate of a^airs in Europe, as far as it i^ 
known in all other European Courts, his Lordihip contended, 
that the unaccountable fecrecy of Miniders could not be ad* 
vantageou? to the interefts of G^itat Britain. He then ad- 
verted to the refcript between Fruffia and Denmark, which 
ftates the demand of the Emprefs to be merely the fortrcfs of 
Oczakow, and the adjacent uncultivated tra£l of country^ 
and that with a defenCv« view entirely, and to prevent its 
feeing in the pofleflion of the Turks, who, if they had it, 
might at any time invade the Crimea. He denied that Ruf- 
£a could wifti to have it for any ofFenfive purpofe, and if we 
contended that the Turks fliould poflefs it, inftead of for- 
warding the means of general tranquillity, we Ihpuld be doing[ 
quite the reverfe ; and while we pretended to be refifting 
Ruffia, for the prevention of future wars, we were taking 
lleps that would be produfiive of the contrary eiFe£l. His 
Lordfliip here defcribed the fituation of Oczakow, its defen- 
iSve utility to Ruffia, and the impropriety of putting it intQ 
the pofleffion of the Turks, as well as tl^e unreafonablenefs 
of requiring that Ruffia fhould give it up. He reprobated,^ 
in ftrong terms, the hoflUe interference of Great Britain, by 
which /he feen^ed inclined to keep open the vein that had been 
gufhing for fp many years, and inftead of mediating for 
peace, to continue a bloody and deftrudlive war. He again 
to'jched upon the trade, manufaflures, and commercial inte- 
refts of the country; the great importation of raw materials 
from Ruffia, and the return which this country had whea 
they were exported manufaflured, at leaft to be tenfold. 

With regard to the consequences of war, he faid, their 
Lordihips, perhaps, might not feet them fo much oa their 
own-accoimt; yet he knew they muft feel for the little dif- 
tfeffe* that every additional burden muft bring up^n the lower 

orders 
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orders of the community ; ^nd certainly, the privation of 
any of the bleffings which they enjoye^, muft be matter of 
ferious and affefling regard to ey^y feeling heart. From 
that clafsj his Lordfhip came to the next dillindlion, who 
likawife would be much aiFe£led by the calamities of War, ef- 
pecially by which our manufadu ring and commercial inte- 
reQs were fo much endangered ; and thefe were, fuch 4s are 
pofTefled of eflates from three hundred %o fix hundred pounds 
a year; a very refpedable and ufeful part of fociety, who 
ferved as Magiflrates, and guardians of the public peace; 
thefe, he faid, would be fufferers ; and it was always the 
duty of Parliament to attend to the welfare and profperity 
of every difijndlion of men in the kingdom, and thereby 
promote the general profperity of the whole, to which, he 
alTerted, theprefervationof peace tobeeffentially neceflary. 

Lord Afulgrfivf faid, he did not mean to follow the noble Lord 
Lord over the great extent he had gone; nor did he think Mv^grwt 
it neceflary to dwell much on the lituation or importance 
of Oczakow to the RufEans or Turks, Jn anfwer to what 
had been faid about fecrecy and concealment, and that per-- 
fonal confiderations, more- than public good, were the mo* 
tives of His Majefty's Miniflers, this he knew was not ihe 
cafe. They had likewife been accufed of arrogance and in* 
folence equal to that of Lewis the Fourteenth, which had 
difgufted all Europe; but he denied that the comparifon was 
juft. With regard to the negotiations, it was well known 
that there were two forts of mediation between contending 
powers : the one, when their interefts and fiiuations were 
equally concerned and affeded by the tonclnfion ; the other, 
when it ^vas the intereft of one power to offer mediation 
between two others, iq pre/erve that balar.ce ; which was 
fafeft and beft for all. And in this lafl view, he confldered 
the propriety of our alliance with Pruflia, and the line of 
conduct purfued by His Majefty's fervants in their negoti- 
ation, as far as it was known» with Ruflia, at the fame time 
approving of the fecrecy and filence which they had fo pro* 
perlyj in his opinion, ftudied. 

In arguing this fubje£t, the noble Lord faid, it had been 
too mych the cuftom to addrefs all queftions, more to the 
fears than the wifdom of the Houfe. The diflBculty of fend- 
ing fleets to the Baltic, and of finding Commanders, had been 
flated ; but fuch was hi^ opinion of the fleets and officers of 
the Britifh navy, that he had as much reliance on their ex- 
ertions, w>ien called on this fervice, as they ever fcad merited 
before ; and it was, he contended, to the ftrength of our 
arms, and the vigour of our councils, more than to argu- 
ments and opinions, either in or out of doors, that we Ihould 
Qw^ our fuccefs in negotiation as well as war. His Lord- 
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iSifp faid, tie was not fo much afraid about the trade of the 
Country as fome people were ; he believed that other coon* 
, tries knew their reciprocal advantages in trading with Great 
Britain, and would be as anxious to preferve it as we could 
fee. He Confidered the comiliercial tranfa6^ions that we might 
have with Poland, as equal in importance, if not greater^ to 
any fhare of the Ruffian trade which we rtiight lofer He 
Concluded with fayifig, it had been well known tha:t Ruffia^ 
Ct'er fince fhe h;<d emerged from barbarffm, about two hun- 
itci years ago, had been purfuing one regular fcheme of ara- 
Bitioti to extend hef conquefts fr and wide. Under thefitf 
cfrcumftances, he thought Ihe ought to be checked in her 
progrefs, add for that te:ifon, his Lordfhip declared, he would 
oppofe the motion. 
Loti Lord Stdrniofit faid. It was impoffible for hfm to give a 
Icvrinmif. filent vote on fo important a fubjeS ; he ihould not, how- 
tVer, addfefs himfelf to their Lord (hips' fears, but to their 
irifdom> The noble Secretary of State had fpoken in fuch 
general terms, that he too was under the ncceffity of ar- 

fuing mofe gerterally thiin the noble Lords who had preceded 
im» Confidence, and a regard to the general fyfteni, were 
^Ords graceful ih utterance, and high founding in debate ; 
bat when they dame to be examined, conveyed very little 
JnforAiatiort. Indeed, fo little information had their Lord- 
IhipS on the fubjed, that what was known to all Europe, 
they kntw only by public notoriety. They knew, however, 
by the refcript of the Court of Denmark, what the demands 
of the Emprefs were ; that of all her cohquefts, fhe defired 
b^nly to retain OczakoW, sind the adja^ient territory, and that 
this" was all to Which we could objed. 

Our trkde to R uflia was of great importarice, amounting 
to 5 million and a half of import annually, and this of the 
tnoft advantageous kind, being either articles of neceflary 
tonfumption, or the materials of valuable manufaftures. It 
Was vain to fay, that this trade muft not fufFer by a war ; 
for although in former Wars, by our general fuperiority at 
fea, we had been able to proteft our trade, it was tooabfurd 
to fuppofe, that aftfer commencing hoftilities againft RuiB;^ 
We fhould fend our merchantmen into her ports. Now when 
the value of this trade was confidered, and our intereft in 
Who (hould polTefs Oczakow, the objedi for Which it was to 
he facrificed, was he addrfeffing himfelf to their Lordftiips' 
fears, or to their wifdom, in defiring them to weigh well the 
grounds on which it was propofed to involve this country in 
& war ? With regard to the probability of this war, their 
Lordfhips had no documents to argue from. They knew 
- tiothing but the ilrange communication to the Ruffian mer-^ 
chants, which was fo extremely indecifive, that it had not 

altered 
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altered the price of infurance. Ji afforded this ifsportant in* 
formation to their Lordflxips, and to all Europe, that our 
Minifters had fubmitted a peremptory propofition to Riiflby 
to which they expeded an anfwer, and that they held tb$ 
keys of the Temple of Janus in tlieir own hands, to keep it 
open for war, or to Aiut it for peace. Sroce they had attained 
this elevated fituation; fince, like Jove, they had by their 
fide the two YefieU from wiiich good and evil are diftnbuted 
to mankind, it were to b^ wifhed that they would mix upji 
portion of both in the cup, inftead of dealing out war and 
mifery, without any thing to fweeten the bitter draught. 
But Oczakow was only the oftenGble o^eSk, From the 
whole train of the negoliations, (a fecret no where but in the 
Britilh Parliament) it was clear, that the real end in vi^nr 
was, to obtain the acquiefcence of Ruflla to the feizure of 
Dantzic and 1 horn by Pruffia. The Prudian Minifter, of 
a difpofition neither to be quiet himfelf, nor to fufler the 
world to be ^uiet, prefented thi« objed to the Kingj and tbi^ 
objeift we were to aid in accomplishing. As the bails of a 
commercial treaty with Poland, we poflefled the ceflion ei 
its only ports. This propofition his J^ordfhip reprobated m 
the flrongeft terms, and faid, if acceded to, it muft be the 
ruin of Poland. He had refided in that country, had many 
connexions in \t that were dear to hiip) and he fhould r^ 
gret to fee fuch,an event take place. 1 he Poliih Pi^t, how*- 
ever, not always diftinguiflied by the temperance of its coun«- 
feis, had feen the confequences to be expeded from this pro* 
pofition, and wifely decided againft it. Minifters were noyr - 
endeavouring to explain it away, in a manner not the moft 
becoming, by attributing it to Mr. Haiies, the AmbaiT^qr 
at WarfaW) a« if he had gone beyond his inftru£lions. {^ij$ 
Lordihip faid he had not the honour of knowing Mr. Haile^i^ 
and could have no intecefl; in undertaking his defence : but 
he was fatisfied, from a confideration of all the circumftance$ 
which had come to light, that he had aded in conformity 
^to the general tenor of his inftru£lions. The ceflion of Dant* 
zic and Thorne to Pruffia, was not of fo little importane^t 
as they feemed to think. To pi^ferve Dantzic in its former 
fituatioq had been thought worth the interference of thi^ 
country by the Duke of Marlborough, Lords (^odplphin and 
Somers in 1727, 

He warned Minifters of this fort of mediation which they 
had undertaken, as totally unprecedented. If they referred 
to their own a£t with refpeiSt to the Emperor in the confer? 
^nces at Reichenbach ; that, though a bad authority, would 
not bear them out, becaufe the Emperor was under great dif? 
ficulties, and the recovery of the Belgic provinces, was confix 
d^riBKl as ^n ^oiya|eot fpr tbp givinj^ up bis ^on^ueAs* Of 
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Cut inx&rference betiKreen the Emperor and his fubjefts he 
would fay nothing, perfuaded that it was a fcene from which 
no friend of Mini iters would wi(h to draw the veil. 

The refult of the prefent nteafares, his Lordfhip faid^ 
might be confidered in three points of view, and in neither to 
the honour or advantage of this country. They might ter- 
' minate in a war, in which we (hould facrifice the treafure and 
the commerce of the nation to the views of Prufiia. Raffia 
might accept of our terms under a modification, and the trad 
of country adjacefit to Oczakow might be reduced to a de- 
lert. It would be a great confolation to the labourer and ma- 
nufadlurer of this country, who was already deprived of the 
wholefome beverage by which the wade of d4ily labour was 
repaired, to be told, when Called upon to pay fre(h taxes^ 
•* You are reduced to drink water, it is true, but we have 
** made Budgiac Tartary a defert, and you may be afTured, 
** that as long as tliis treaty lafts, the waters there will flow 
" untafted by man, or any animal employed by man." If 
we (hould be obliged to recede from our demands, and allow 
the Emprifs to make peace on her own terms, we (hould then 
incur the difgrace of having ioterpofed without effect of hav- 
ing expended our money in an armament which we were 
afraid to ufe, and of having h^Id a dagger to the bread of 2 
foreign power, which, however we might drive to cover itj 
was a dagger dill. 
Marqais The Marquis of L^w/^btt/w^ began With paying fome com- 
•f Lanf- pliments to the noble Lords who had already fpoke on the 
*^'*** qoedion ; after which he proceeded to date that our com- 
merce with Ruilia was not, as had been attempted to be prov- 
ed, of a nature which could be fupplied. The article ot 
hemp could not, he faid, be got from any other country. It 
had been tried indeed to raife it in America, and he bad been 
an encourager of fuch experfments. But after all their en- 
deavours it was found that the hemp which was raifed in our 
Canadian fettlements was by no means equal to the hemp of 
Ru(fia« It had been urged indeed that RuiCa found its advan- 
tage in the trade which it carried on with this country. — • 
And fo it was to be wi(hed«very nation might, with whom 
» we were conneiEled in commerce, as it was only from confi- 
^derations of intered that any people could be induced to carry 
on a trade. 

His Lordfhlp remarked that the Commercial treaty had not 
been renewed with Ruflia. Yet it was the wi(h of the mer- 
chants of this country that it (hould.be renewed. Several 
had fufFered confiderably in confequence of the renewal not 
having taken place, and one Houfe in particular haH lod fit 
tboufand pounds annually. All the advantages of the Ruf- 
fian trade W9 were required, however^ \6 abaiuion on the 

principle 
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pnaci|>le of confidence. This dodrine of confidence bad 
been but lately introduced) and he could not help thinkings 
that it was carried to an improper and unwarrantable length. 
This modern confidence led to perfoeality, which furely did 
not belong to the confederation of the Houfe. It was necef- 
fary to examine the cbaradlert abiFities, and even age of a 
man, before it could be afcertained how far he ought to be 
trailed. Thefe were points, his Lordfhip faid, which a 
mailer might examine in employing a fervant, but which did 
not £all under the province ^f the Houfe with refpe£l to Mi- 
niders. Their bufinefs was only with the Crown^ with mea- 
furesy and noK. with men. The principle, that public opi- 
nion oi;^ht to be confulted in oppofition to the do£lrine of 
confidence in individuals was not new. It was not borrowed^ 
from the French national Aflembl v. Tacitus, in his account 
of the ancient Gernnans, our Anceftors, mention^ that it was 
cuftomary to afiemble the whole body of the people in order 
to confult them on public oceafions. To this period, indeed, 
had fucceeced a fyilem of Machiavelian politics. But we 
were now arrived at a better order of things. The prefect 
was an age of free inquiry and liberal difcuflion. And poli- 
tics were not meafured by any narrow rule of prejudice, but 
by the broad ftandard of general opinion. 

It was a fiiigular^circumllance, his Lordiliip faid,, that al- 
moA all the information which was w;\nted in this Houfe was 
publi&ed in the Berlin GazeUe. The King of Pruflia, ar- 
bitrary monarch as he was, thought fit ro publifh to thegar- 
rlfons of Potzdam and Berlin thofe fa6)s, which our Minif- 
ters would not even condefcend to communicate to Parlia- 
ment. He was not now afraid of Oczakow. He was only 
concerned about the general fyilem of things. That bufinefs, 
thoiJ^h no thanks to Miniilers, was completely abandoned. 
That place was of no coniequence to the general balanee of 
Europe. Their attempts, with regard to it, Miniilers duril 
no longer purfue, — they knew they durft not. The Mar- 
quis faid, that juil as he was leaving his Houfe, he had re- ^ ^ 
ccived a packet of refolutions, by which it appeared, that 
Mancheiler was in a flame on the bare apprehenfion of a war. 
The fame fpirit had difcovered itfelf in Norwich, in an op- 
pofite part of the country. In ihort, the opppfition was fo 
general, that none approved of the prefent meafures, except 
thofe who were particularly connefled with Miniilry. 

It was rather a curious reafon, the Marquis faid, that had 
been ailigned for the propriety of quarrelling with RuiTia, in t 

order that we might render ourfelves independent of that 
counTiry in trade. * And here were we to form conno£iions 
with FrufSaand Poland, to make them produce for us hemp 
and other articles, which they did net at prefent groW;i and 
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all in order to eftablifh to oarfelves the fame, if not greater 
flependance upon theni) than at prefent we did upon Ruflia. 
The prefent King of Prulfia was a brave and generous Prince. 
He gave the moil flattering indications that he ^ould be a 
great and philofophical monarch. His Minifter likewife, 
was equally diftinguifhed by talents and integrity. Both, hd 
believed, were attached to the Engliih nation. But though 
under fuch a Prince, and fuch a Minifter, we had little to 
fear, yet in the event of fuch dependance, we might refleft 
what we may have to expe<5l from future Kings and Minif- 
Cers, who might be.dtfferently difpofed to this nation. 

It had been Aated by a noble Lord, that the Britifh navj 
was full of ardour, and ready to embark in any enterprize. 
No doubt could be entertained of the courage of the Britifti 
navy, the Marquis 'faid, nor had any imputation been at- 
tempted to be thrown upon it. , 7'he BritiQi navy certainly 
formed the moft gallant military in the world; but this very 
circumftahce ought to be a reafon why their valour (hould 
not^ be wafted in vain and pernicious enterprizes. It had 
been faid by the fame noble Lord, that nothing would ftop 
th^ir progrefs, and that thofe difficulties and ob^acles which 
had been fuggefted, were only the offspring of ignorance. 
But they could not effe£l: impoffibilities. They could not 
convert (hallows into deeps, they could not make fea of 
rocks. In 1757, when this country was very defirous, and 
had even pledged itfelf to afford naval affiftance to the King 
of PruiSa, the meafure was given up as impraAicable, as it 
was deemed impoflible, in the opinion of the moft experienced 
Admirals to defend the Pruflran coaft by a fleet. 

There was a circumftance, his Lordfhip faid, which in* 
duced him to fupport the prefent motion, and this wa^ that 
the King might, through the organ of parliamentary aifcuC- 
fion, become acquainted with the fenfe of his people. His 
Majefty was moderate in his views ; the prefent violent mea- 
fures, which were puifued, could appear only to originate 
from Minifters* It was proper, tlierefore, that on ^ bufi- 
nefs of fo great national importance. His Majefty fhouldbe 
fully informed of the opinion of his fubje£ls. The principal 
obje6l which he believed was in view oO the prefent occaCon 
was, one which he was almoft afliamed to mention — in order 
to put Pruflia in poflTefTion of Dant^zic and Thorne. When 
this circumftance had taken place, this country would be ren- 
dered completely dependant on Pruflia. A moft extraordi- 
nary pamphlet had been publifbed, which, though it was a 
pamphlet, was generally underflood to be the work of our 
Minifter, and as fuch had gone over the whole of Europe. 
The principle points which it undertoojc to prove were. 
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*' ift, That this country was the greateft in the worM. 

"^ 2dly, That we were the greateft commercial country in 
*^ the world. 

" 3^'y» That we loved Poland exceffively. 

" 4th1y, That we hated the King of Pruffia. 

" 5thly9 That this was the time of taking in the King of 
'^ Pruffia, by forcing Dantzic and Thorne upon him, and 

** bthly, That if we did not feize the prefent occafion of 
** taking him in, wc Aould not have another opportunity." 

Thefe two laft points had been made out upon the fuppofi- 
tlon that it was very much againft the intereft of the King of 
Pruflia to obtain pofleflion of Dantzic and Thorne; that the 
latfc King was very much averfe to the meafure; and that it 
vas neceflary to take advantage of the eager nefs of the pre- 
fent monarch, in order to force the pofleffion upon him, left 
he'fhould be induced to change his mind. Such cunning, not 
to give it a harfher name, the noble Marquis faid, might at 
leaft be Ay led youthful* But, perhaps, Lord Godolphin, 
the Duke of Marlborough, and Lord Somers, who in i727> ^ 

htid deteimined the protedion of Dantzic to be an obje<^ of 
fuch import^^nce %o this country, might appear to the prefent 
Miniftry to be fuperannuated. Perhaps the late Lord Chat<<- 
ham, who, in 1767, had given proofs of the fame way of 
thinking, might appear in the fame light ; yet it was rather 
flrange that, while we wiflied to eftablifh a trade with Po-- 
land, we fliould be taking meafures to deprive then) of the on* 
ly fea-port which they poflefTed ! 

Armaments, his Lordifaip faid, had lately been afourceof 
the moft enormous expence. No fooner had provifioh been 
made for defraying the expences of one armament than ano- 
ther had been announced. But, in the prefent ftate of the 
country, ppprefled with debt, exhaufled with taxes, whence 
were the future means of defraying thefe to be provided } 
They were to confiderof their ability to meet the exigencies 
of the country. It no doubt would fall upon them to con- 
tribute a part of their fortnneK The opulent, Commoners, 
who were to be confidered in thtfime light, would likewife 
beftow their quota. But what, in the mean time, as had 
been remarked by a noble Lord^ was becoming of that refpeo- 
table and valuable clafs of the communitv, thofe gentlemen 
of fmall fortunes in the coi^ntry, who discharged the func- 
tions of Magidracy and police i By the lateft accounts it ap^ . 
peared that tliey were almoft all driven from the exercife of 
bofpitality^ and were emigrating into town, in order to edu- 
cate their children, and board as cheaply* as poffible. Every 
day it appeared that fome houfe was breaking up. The anci- 
ent order of Yeomanry, between the farmers and country 
{cntlemen^ was bow completely extinguifhed. There was 
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ftill a body of rich farmers, twit ihcfe depended entirelj on 
the extent of their capitah The peafantry, it appeared from 
the report of phyficiaiis, in confeijoence of their tedaced liv- 
iTig, were falling the viflims of putrid diftempers. Theprice 
of fait, that ufeful and neceflfary article, was beconie excef- 
fivelyhigh; b^er, that innocent and wholefome beverage, al- 
ready fo often taxed, had lately been burdened with an ad- 
ditional impofition ; foap, candles, leather, all thefe artlclesi^ 
fo indifpenfable, had likewife received S^ditional impoiitions. 
The fcheme of the finking fund, indeed, his Lordfliip faid, 
he Ihould always approve, as there was no laudable part of 
the meafurcs of Adminiftration to which he would refofe its 
juft praife. The finking fund, howevfer, he nnuft obfer^©, 
was the refult of the labours of the late Dr. Prifce, He loved 
the man, and tooJctjHS opportunity to do juftice to his me- 
mory. Taking together his opinions and his abilities, he 
had not left a worthier qr a greater citizen behind hira. If 
his religious opinions had given foaic caufe of exertion, it 
was only becaufe they were not rightly underftood. But 
though there is a finking fund, where is the war fund ? afked 
his Lordfliip. Where is the fund that is to fupply the ex- 
pences of fo many armaments? It was to be feared that what 
had occurred to Sir Robert Walpole, who had feiaed his own 
finking fund, would again happen, and that fome Minifterj^ 
in a moment of alarm and exigency, would feize upon, the 
fmking fund ; in which cafe the event muft be national bank- 
ruptcy. 

We had already, the Marquis faid, had fear armaments: 
an armament againil Hollan^, an armament againft Spain, 
an armament againft Ruflia, and an armament againft Tip- 
poo Sultan. Of the armament againft Holland, he would 
fay nothing; hetrufted tt would become the f«bje£t of fu- 
ture difcuflion. The armament againft Spain had already re- 
ceived the approbation of the majority of this Houfe, who 
feems in this, as in fome other inftances, to have diflFered from 
the minority. The prefenf armament againft Ruffia was 
pregnant with the moft mifchievous and dangerous confe- 
quences; yet he was apprehenfive, his Lordfliip faid, that if 
tlie bufinefs ftiould he patched up in any way, as had happen- 
ed in the cafe of the convention with Spain, all difcuffion 
would be declined, and all inquiry negledted. The arma- 
ment, in India, though we could immediately put an end to 
the war in that country, had already coftus twelve millions; 
and whf re it ttiight end, God only knows. 

The Mnrquis faid, he would conclude, with n few words 
on the revenue. He was in no pain, with regard to the re- 
ceipt ; it was fufficiently large. But, as we had hurt the ex- 
4 cicifc 
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ercife of onr crimitial jismce, by rendering our ptmtfhm^nts 
Co fevere, that no Judge could execute thetn, fo we oughi to 
take care that by draining too much our receipts, the firing. 
might tnot break. He would recommend to His Majefty^ 
Minifters to watch over the expenditure. Since the year 
1783, not on^y had the expence increafed i,200,000l. in tho 
eftabliibment of India^ but every department of Governmc^nt 
had been carried on at an increafed expence. It was necef- 
fary to curtail thefe expences, elfe what would be the confe* 
quence ? It became the Houfe to recoiled, that it miglit fall 
upon them, on fome future occafion, to defray the expences 
of the prefent nveafure of Adminiftration. It was incum* 
bent on tliem therefore now to examine how far thefe mea^ 
fureswere confident with prudence and with juftice. 

Lord Hawkefiury^ iri reply, faid, that all the articles of tord 
our commerce with Ruflia, except hemp, might be obtained Hawkcf. 
from other quarters, though, indeed, not fo cheaply. The^^^'X* 
advantages in the hemp trade between Rullia and this country 
w.'Fe mutual; if ihe fupplled us with the commodity, we 
fumifhcd her with a demand. The confidence that was re- 
quired, his Lordfliip faid, had nothing to jdo with the perfo- 
nalities enumerated by the noble Lord. It was the confidence 
of experience granted to former meafures, and to tried con- 
du£t. A Berlin Gazette was not a ptoper authority upon 
which to reafon in this Houfe. He had not feen the pam- 
phlet afcribed to our Minifterin Ppland, and could therefore 
fay nothing on the fubjeft; though he muft owo he confi* , 

dered this rather as an auk ward fource from which to bring 
any charge upon Adminiftration. His Lordfliip concluded 
with acknowledging that he placed the greateft confidence in 
the prefent Minlftry. and when he confidered the abilities 
that had been difplayed, and the fuccefs that had followed in 
tliecondtt£t of the difpute with Spain, he could not but hope 
an equally happy iffue to the prefent bufinefs. 
The queftion was put, and the Houfe divided ; 

Contents — 27 

Proxies '— 2, 

Not Contents — 72 

Proxies *- 24^ 

The Houfe adjourned. 

tVedmfday^ llth May» 

The Houfe in a Committee, on Mr. Cecil's Divorce bill, 
Lord Cathcart in the chair, 

Mr. Graham iappeared on behalf of the lady, and pleaded 
for a more liberal sdlawance than that prefcribed by the bill. 

Mr* 
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Mr« Bower, on behalf of the huflband, ftated that the 
dlate and property were fo much diminiflied, chat no far- 
ther allowance could be made. 

Lord Coventry, upon the reading of the fettlement claufe, 

, moved an amendment in favour of a farther allowance, on 

account of the large fortune which the brought her hufband. 

Xid.Chan- '^^^ Lord Chancelldr refifted the claufe. He faid, the 

w^\9t* ^^ o^ Parliament muft be equal. Do not, faid he, ^^ Icr an 

*^ adulterefsy who happens to be allied to noble Lords in this 

•* Houfei expert any other meafure of juflice than a com- 

^ oian perfon in the fame criminal fituation had a right ta 

*• expe£t. The meafure of their guilt ought to be the cri- 

*' terion; and not the powerful alliances which they have 

•* in that Houfe/' 

The\bill, after feveral obfervations by Lot'd Coventry and 
the Lord Chancellor, was read over claufe by claufe, and. 
with a few {leader amendments pafled the Committee. Or* 
icteA to be reported on Friday. 

Some other bufinefs was difpatched^ and the Hooie ad« 
journed. 

The order of the day being read for their Lord/hips to be 
fummoned. 
Lord Lord Porchejhr rofe and faid, that the objefi of the motion 
PcNrchtfter which he meant to make, was fo clear, and fo fimple, that 
very little was neceflliry to be (kid, in order to explain it, 
and when it was mentioned, its propriety would be fo evi- 
dent, that he conceived it could create no debate, and meet 
with no oppofition. His Lord(hip faid, there had a conduft 
lately been adopted by Miniflers, of concealing as much ai 
poffihie, all information from the Public. 1 his conduft 
they had particularly adopted, with regard to the late events 
of the war in India. From this the Public might, at lead, 
be fure, that they had not been fuccefsful : if that had been 
the cafe, we (hould have heard nothing but the fhouts of*vic- 
tory, and the exultation of triumph. But whatever the 
events were, they ought not to have been concealed. Parli- 
ament, and the Public had a right to fuch information, con- 
cealment was unfair; it gave perfons in office, who were ne« 
ceilarily acquainted with thofe events, which were kept back 
from the knowledge of the Public, a very undue advantage 
of fpeculating in the public funds. The meafure of conceal- 
ment was highly unconilitutional. It was enforcing from 
the Public a demand of blind confidence. It was requiring, 
that at the beginning of every war, they (hould furrender 
their purfes with their difcretipn, into the hands of Minifters. 

Unhappily Parliament bad already approved of the war in In* 

dia. 
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dia. Bat otigbt they not to be informed of the courfe of 
events, in oi^er to be enabled to regulate their future judge- 
ment) and, perhaps, interpofe to put a Aop to a war, which 
in its confequences threatened' to be fo ruinous to tbe*coua- 
try } We were to confider, his Lordfliip faid, whence the ex* 
pences of the war were to be defrayed. We were to confidc^r^ 
iikewife, the fituation of this country, already es^haufted 
with taxes; and we were to conclude how far it was expe* 
dient, that thofe taxes.fliould be increafed by a war, about 
the condudl of which we were allowed to remain ignoranti 
His Lordfhip inveighed in general terms agalnil the raihaeik 
of Minifters in having plunged the country into a war^ 
which was altogether inexpedient and unnecei£iryy and which 
had no other obje£l but ambition and avarice^ pride, and 
plunder, and concealing the events of that war, monopolism 
ing the information they received, and thence fuhjedling the 
Public to be robbed and plundered by flock-jobbers. Hit 
Lordfhip coniidered Minifters as the authors of the war, and 
condenoned chem in fevere terms; he declared, however, that 
he meant no particular board or individual among them; it 
was Adminiflration in general to whom he imputedthe blaiDa 
of having unnecefiarily involved us in a mofl dangerous and 
expeniive war. Before he fat down, hefaid, he underftood 
that advice had that day been received, which ftated that our 
arms had met with important fuccefs on the Malabar coaft; 
if the h&, were fo, he was exceedingly glad of it, becaufet 
notwithftanding he condemned the principle of the war, and 
was perfuaded that nothing like an argument could be adduced 
injuftification of it, he mufl ever rejoice at thefuccefsof our 
arms, although no temporary fuccefs could alter his opinion* 
The events of* war were uncertain, and though we might 
hear good news one day, the next might bring us advice of 
the fuccefs of Tippoo Sultan, to a degree alarming to our ex* 
illence in India : of one thing, his Lordfhip faid, we wer» 
already certain ; viz. , Of the durability of the war far be- 
yond thofe fang'iine expe£lations which Miniflers had held 
out to their Lot d (hips, when the war was firfl announced to 
them. His Lordfhip then read his ii^otion, the fub (lance of 
which wai,' " that there be laid before that Houfe, a con^i- 
" nuation of copies or extracts of the correfpondence from ^ 

" the Governments of Bengal and Madras, on the fubjeft 
" of the prefent war with Tippoo Saib.'^ 

Lord Grenville rofe to oppofe the noble Lord's motion ; and Lprd 
this, he faid, he did, without feeling anj^ of that difficulty, GrenviUm 
which the noble Lord might pofTibly imagine he had thrown 
upon him : but before he did fo, he would jufl obferve, that 
it had ever been ufual when papers were moved for, that 
ibme parliamentary ground ibould be laid before the Houfe 

for . 
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lor fiich a morion^ mA that the ufe tha( was oisaat to Ve 
made of them • ihould be previoufly expUiaed. The noble 
Lord had laid no fach parlianaeotary ground for his motion, 
but had merely dated that he called for the papera from mo- 
tives of curiofiCy* With regard to the trania£iioa 10 India, 
his Lordfhip faid, a very foil and fatisfadory accoUnt had 
been laid before the Public, in a ktter from Colonel Floyd, 
(who commanded the detachaienC which fo gallantly cut its 
way through Tippoo's army, an^ e&Sted a jiuniiion with 
the main body of our forces under General M ed.ows's com* 
mand,) which had been imniedlately^ on the arriv^ of the 
news, fent to every newfpaper in Londoni That letter, his 
Lordfhip faid, contained the beft and mod clear account of 
that important tranfa^lion^ and the reafon why the letter 
bad not been pobliiKed in the London Gazet1s^9 was owing 
perhaps to an everft rained delicacy in his Majefty's Minit- 
ters, who did not think they were enticed to pabli Ai Colonel 
Lloyil's letter, in the Gazette, as it was a private letter, 
written to a private friend, and not an official letter. With 
regard to the general obfervations on the war in India, which 
the noble Lord had made, Lord Grenville faid, he had taken 
up fo much of their Lordfhips' time> when the fubjedl was 
lately under their difcuflion, andfo fully explained his fenti- 
ments upon it, that it would be unnecefTary for him to tref- 
paCs again upon their Lordfliips; he would therefore only fay 
that he agreed entirely with the noble Lord that Minifters 
would be highly blameable if they withheld from Parliament 
or the Public any information they received relative to tbc 
war in India, which could be communicated with iafety to 
the country, and that he fhould give bis negative to the mo- 
tion. 
Lord Lord PerchcJJer rofe again in order to anfwer the complaint, 
Fprcheficr that he had .not lard any parliamentary ground for the mo- 
tion. It might, his Lopdftiip faid, be owing to his inaccu- 
rate mode of exprefling himfelf, that his meaning haJ not 
been clearly under ftood, but he conceived he had laid a par- 
liamentary ground for his motion by ftating, that his objeA 
was to obtain papers that would give their Lordfhips and tlw 
public an authentic account of the ftate of military tranfac- 
tions in India, as far as they had been received up to the pre- 
fent day. His Lordihip then repeated fome of bis former ob- 
fervations. 

Thefe being, as well as the arguments urged by the reft of 
the noble fpeakers, nearly to the Tame purport as thole made 
pfeof by them on Lord Porcheftt;r's former motion on India 
affairs, a fumnwry account of the principal points on which 
-they dwdl will only be n^edfuU 
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A panfe of a few feconds having taken place at rhe conclu- v 
fion of the laft fjieech, 

The Earl of Carlijle tofe, and faid, thdt he had fat filent ^arl of 
with the aftoniihment which he felt, that Minifters fliould^ Carliilc. 
h^ve prevailed on theittfelves to refufe the papers afked for; 
though indeed, when hp confidered the difrefpeftful manner 
in which they uniformly treated that Houfe, and the fyftem 
of fecrecy that they had adopted in all niatters refpefting 
which Parliament had a tight to he informed, he need not 
have been furprized at all. His Lordfliip animadverted on 
the condudl of Minifters in ciraulating an unauthenticated 
account of an important event of the war in India, through 
the uncertain channel of a Common newfpaper, and having 
withheld from' the Public the contents of their official dif- 
patches, in which there muft have been more news ,of the 
ftate of the war, and the profpeft of its fuccefs, at the time 
the difpatches were fent away, than the ftatement of a fingle 
a£lion. The noble Earl ridiculed the Minifter's propenfity 
to war, and faid, when the country was involved m war on 
fuch flight pretences, as had been taken for the war in India 
and the quarrel with Ruflla, there was no fecurity for our be- 
ing ever at peace, or without the expence of arming. He 
maintained, that our pretending to arm againft the Emprefs, 
merely becaufe, after great fuccefs in a war intp which (he 
had been forced, (he chofe to retain one of tke many places 
that fhe had taken, the holding of which was efTential to her 
fecurity, was the moft unjuftifiable proof of the Minifter's 
rage for war that hiftory could furnifti. Upon a pretext 
equally good he could provide him with anotl^er war, a war 
with the Venetians. The Turk they knew had demanded to 
have fome guns from the republic of Venice. Might not we . 
take it in our heads to fend a fleet into the Adriatic, and infift 
on the Venetians complying with the demand of the Otto- 
man Porte, on the ground that the Turk was our new and 
favourite ally, Ind that if the guns they wanted were not 
furniflied, Ruflia would be enabled to make head the more 
rapidly againft the Turks : and then Pruflia, another of our 
allies, would take the alarm. On fuch a plan of proceeding, 
his Lordfliip faid, (anci it was equally rational with our 
condudl refpefling Tippoo Sultan and the Emprefs of Ruf- 
fia,) the Minifter might foon have another war upon his 
hands. 

The Duke of Montrdfe faid, he did not wonder that the Duke of 
noble Earl ftiould have been' flow to rife, when his objedl'Montrofc^ 
was to complain of the conduft of Minift^as towards that 
Houfe; for what was that coadu6^j but the moft uniform re- 
fpedl and attention, evinced in their ready communication of 
every information, that was confifteni with their duty to 
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their Sovereign and the PuI^Iic. The Duke faid, he had 
not been able to attend their Lordfliips, when the fubjedl of 
the war in In lia had been laft under their confideration, a 
circumftance whjch he had fincerely regretted at the time. 
He therefore now entered into a fummarjr ftatement of the 
origin of the war, in order to prove that the war was not, 
as it had been defcribed to be, a war of ambition and avarice, 
into which Minifters had haj^ily plunged the country, but a 

, juft anH neceflary war, into which they had been forced Con- 

trary to their inclinations, and, he might almoft fay, without 
their knowledge, in order to fupport an ufeful ally, by wHom 
they were bound by treaty, and whpfe dominions they had 
guaranteed. His Grace defcribed the nature of our alliance 
with the Rajah of Travancore, and ftated the attack made by 
Tippoo Sulfanon the lines of Travancore, as well as the hof- 
tile manner in which he had previoufly blockaded TtUicbery, 
a Britifti fortrefs, by fea and land. 

In the courfe of the noble Lord's fpeech, his Grace ob- 
ferved, the noble Lord had taken occadon, for what reafon 
he knew not, to talk of Minifters having* concealed the news 
of the late tranfadlions in India, in order that the Public 
^ might be robbed and plundered by flock-jobbing i*» Whether 

it was m6ant to impute fo foul a praftice to perfons in oflBce, 
as that they had enriched themfelves by ftock-jobbing; the 
Duke declared he was at a lofs to imagine; but if any fufpi- 
cion of the fort wrs entertained by the noble Lord, it would 
have been but fair in the noble Lord to have ftated the 
grounds of his fufpicion explicitly, and to have-afforded the 
perfon or perfons fufpeded, an opportunity of clearing their 
chara6ters and wiping away lb foul a fufpicion, or to have 
fl;ood expofed to that contempt and punifKment which fuch 
condud^ would have deferved. His, Grace, concluded by 
faying, he fliould give his negative to the motion. 
Lord Lord PorcA^/y^rrofe to explain. His Lordfhip faid, he had 

Porchcftgr not charged any particular perfon with flock-jobbing„ becaufc 
he did not know who to charge ; he wifhei he did, but he 
had no fcruple to declare, that he had no doubt upon the fub- 
jeifl; he was fatisfied that a great deal of money had been 
made by ftock-jojjbing fmce the laft news arrived from India, 
and fuch muft unavoidably be the cafe, as long as Minifters 
Jcept the news they received from India during the war, con- 
fined to their offices. With regard to our being bound to fup- 
port the Rajah of Travancore by treaty, his Lordfliip faid, 
tte noble. Duke was miftaken ; it had been exprefsly ftated by 
the noble Secretary of State, in a late debate in that-Hpufe, 
that we werf not compelled to go to war by the obligations of 
afty treaty, but that we went to war, on grounds of expedi- 
cticy ; and the noble Duke was equally miflaken in regard to 

our 
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our being the guarantee of the Rajah's dominions ; it was im- 
pofEble that we fhould be the Rajah's guarantee. The a£l of 
Parliament exprefsly forbade it. When the noble Lord had 
fat a little longer at the Board of Control, Lord Porchefter 
faid, he would be better informed on the fuhjedt ; and he 
would advife him when he went next to the Board, to read . 
the ad of Parliament and the treaties, and he would fee that 
they were as he had ftated them to be. 

The Duke of Montroje laid, he had read tlie treaty of Duke of 
Mangalore, and it therein ftipulated that they were 10 defend Montrofe. 
the territories of the Rajah of Travancore* 

Lord Porchefter denied that the treaty of Mangalore con- 
tained any fuch article. 

The Duke of Montrofe produced a copy of tlifj treaty and 
read from it, an article in which the Rajah of Travancore 
was by implication recognized as the ally of the Eaft India 
Company. 

Lord Porchefter infifted upon it, that the article would not Lord 
bear any fuch conftrudlion as' the noble Duke had put upon Porchefter 
it. His Lordfliip contended, that according to the law of 
nations, Tippob Sultan was juftified in attacking the Rajah of 
Travancore, for having by purchafe obtained pofleiTion of the 
two forts of Jacotta and Cranganore. 

Lord Mulgrav^ tr'^ated with contempt, what tlie noble Lord 
Lord had faid, of the law of nations. The Kajah of Tra Mulgrave. 
vancore, his Lordihip faid, had, on a great variety of im- 
portant occafions, proved himfelf our beft friend and moft 
ufefulally. His Lordihip recapitulated feveral inAances of 
this, and aiked, if a Prince who had afforded us fuch llrong 
proofs of his attachmerit, ought to be defcrted by us in the 
uay of diftrefs ? Even if we had not bound ourfelves by treaty 
to defend him againft Tippoo Saib*s attacks, we were bound 
by honour, which was a tie, in his opinion, ten times ftronger 
than any condition of a treaty. His Lordihip cenfured the 
mode of refortine to the law of nations to find an excufe for 
aSing unfeelingly and ungratefully, when a good friend to 
the Englifh interefts in India was in danger of being over- 
whelmed by a powerful oppreflbr of the weak and defencelefs 
Princes of India, whofe dominions, unfortunately for them,\ 
lay within the reach of the ufurper. It was not the artful fo- 
phiftry, nor the dry cafuiftry of a German writer, or a Swifs 
commentator, his LordJhip faid, that he wifhcd to fee handed 
to the Princes of India, but an example of the generous friend- 
ship and manly feelings of the Brltifh nation. After feveral 
arguments to prove that the country would have loft its beft 
charader, if we had not taken up the caufe of the Rajah of 
T rava^icore, his Lordftiip concluded with a declaration, that 
he would ^ive his negative to the motion. 

A a 2 Lord 
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Lord Lord Sydmy ftated in a concife manner the condu£t of Tip* 
Sydney, poo Sultan, demonftrating that it was not merely by his at- 
tack on the lines of Travancore, our friend and ally, he had 
provoked the war, but by his having, unprovoked by any* 
conduft of ours, invefted Tellicherry by fea and land, and 
reduced a Britifh garrifon to fuch diftrefs, that they were in 
dar^ger of famine. His Lordfliip mentioned feveral inftances 
of Tippoo's arbitrary and unjuftifiableconduft, and notwith- 
ilanding the notoriety of thcfe inftances, his Lordfhip faid, 
he muft not, he had been told, call Tippoo Sultan a tyrant 
ancl an ufurper, bwt he fuppofed, he mull call him our natural 
ally. His Lordjfkip took notice of Lord Porchefter's charge 
about ftock-jobbing, and faid the noble Lord ought in juftice 
to make his charge, if he had any proof of fuch condu6^ in 
Minifters. He did not believe, he faid, there were the leaft 
grounds for fo bafe a fufpicion. Thofe who had been guilty 
of fuch a meannefs, in his opinion, did not deferve to be im- 
peached, becaufc in very high crimes, iitfubjeds of impeach- 
ment, there was fomething of honour to be traced; but, in 
ftock-jobbing, on the fpur of ofl&cial information, by (nenin 
office, it was a condu£^ fo mean' and fcandalous, that it ra* 
ther deferved the whip and the pillory, than the block and the 
fcaiFold. 
Vifcoiint Lord Stotmonty in terms of. pointed irony, afked, what 
S^oripont. would his Highnefs the Nabob of Arcot fay, if he were 
fhewn the law of nations? What would bethink of our 
kindnefe in having, in violation of a dire6t treaty, feis^ed up- 
on his dominions r In this manner his Lordfhip went on, for 
fome time, and commented on all our various treaties with 
the Nabob, and the Rajah of Travancore. He afterwards 
went into a confideration of topics more immediately relative 
to the motion, and having repeated many of the arguments 
, he made ufe of in the Jaft debate on the fubjefl of India, 
c6ndemned Minifters for having plunged the country into a 
war, to which we were now certain an end could not fpeedily 
be put, unlefs orders were immediately fent out to India to 
make peace. 

His Lordfliip contewded that the war began here, and that 
It was a proje<^ of youthful ambition. He reprobated the 
conduft of Adminiftra|ion, in having publifhed Colonel 
Floyd's letter in the newfpapers, inftead offending an extrad 
from their official difpatches to the Gazette. It was, he 
owned, lefs irkfome to his eyes to read it, as it appeared in 
larger print than it would have done in the ufual mode of 
communicating official intelligence. During the whole Ad- 
miniftration of the Earl of Chatham, his Lordfhip faid, the 
praftice of fending a general account of every piece of news 
that was received into the city, as foon as it arrived^ was ea- 
gerly 
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gerly and anxioufly purfued, in order to prevent ftock-job- 
bing, and to fave the Public from being plundered by ihofe 
who were neceffariiy in the fecret, from their fituation in of- 
fice. That falutary condufl ought, he faid, on all occafions 
to be fludioufly adopted. The communications of early in- 
telligence during, a war, was the uniform practice of all the 
States in the world, with, he believed, the fingle exception 
of Conftaniinople. During what was called ** the (even 
" years war," in the King of Pruffia's memoirs it was ftated 
to have been his pradlice; fometimes, Lord Stormont laid, he 
fuppofed, heightening vidlories, an^ lowering and foftening 
down defeat. 

After defcanting at great length on the fubjed^s touched 
on by thofe Lords who had preceded him in the debate, his 
Lordftiip adverted to the Miniller's quarrel with Ruffia, and 
argued irt proof of the arrogance of our interfering and pre- 
tending to di6laie terms of peace to a power that had been 
viftorious in a war into which fhe had been forced. That 
every State had a right to retain what pare of its conquefts 
that State thought proper, was a maxim admitted to be true^ 
aud juftified by the experience of ages. Let us look to our 
own conduit in Afia, and recolledt how our territories 
in Hindoflan were obtained ! Let us,look at the empire of our 
allytht: King of Pruffia, and fee to what a miferable limited ' 
domain the Lleflor of Brandenburgh would be reduced, if4ie 
were ftripped of his military acquifitions of territory, and re- 
duced to a condition oijiatu quo I There was fcarcely a coun* 
try in Europe that could be named, his Lorddiip faid, which 
had not been aggrandized or circamfcribed by the acquifitiou 
or lofs of territory ! 

Minillers, ought to look with gratitude to that fide of the 
Houfe, the noble VifcQunt faid, for it had faved them from 
tbemfelves. The arguments that had been urged in debate 
by their Lordfliips, had awakened AdminiAration, and the 
country, from their delirium ; and though they appeared, at 
the moment, to be but little attended to, they had produced 
their efFe£l in Parliament, and without doors, fo that he be- 
lieved, that the alteration of their tone would end in peace. 
Happy .had it been for them, that the celerity with which 
their laft meflenger had travelled, had enabled him to over- 
take the mefienger that went before him, to fnatch the fire- 
brand from his grafp, and to charge him with a mefiage of 
retraftion ahd concefiion, which he trufted would ferve to 
extinguiih the flame they had blown up. His Lordftiip 
having urged a great many arguments of a fimilar nature, ' 
concluded with giving his afient to the motion. 

The Lord Chancellor hh the woolfack, and in along and Ld.ChaB' 
nervous fpeech oppofed the motion. His Lordftiip began •«llor» 
5 with 
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with obferving, that when he heard the motion Aated, and 
the anfwer that was given by the noble Secretary of State, he 
had not imagined that a debate of half an hour's length could 
poflibiy have taken place. 'J he motron called for accounts 
of the late hiiUtary tranfaftionsin India. The Secretary of 
State had declared, that the fuUeft accounts of that tranfac* 
had been laid before the Public^ and that they had no other 
% which they could give with fafety to the national interefts. 

The natural courfe of proceeding for thofe who called for 
the papers, his Lordfhip faid, he (hould have conceived, 
would liave been, to hive fliewn, that they had good reafon 
to believe that Minifters were in pofTeilion of fuller accounts; 
but had that been done? on the contrary, had not themoft 
extraordinary reafon been given for defiring to have the difr 
patches : viz. To print them and make them into a newfpa- 
per? It was, he believed, the flrft time that fuch an ideals 
converting their Lordfhips into the editors of a newfpaper, 
and publifhing the Parliamentary Gazette, in oppofitionto 
the Gazette ot the Secretary of State, had ever been enter- 
tained, much lefs formally propofed to their Lord(hip$« 

Having Ihewn that the objedl of the motion was altogether- 
novel and unparliamentary, his Lordfhip proceeded to main- 
tain, that the takmg advantage under fuch a motion tode* 
ckim upon a great variety of topics, of importance undouht- 
^ edly, but of no fort of reference to the motion, in order to 
catch the. paflions of the perfons above the bar, and have 
their arguments handed to the Public, to excite the fears of 
the fooliih, and the hopes of fhe vain, and by creating alarms 
and appreheniions in the minds of the people, lead them to 
imagine that Miniflers had unneceflarily involved the coun- 
try in a ruinous and expenfive war, was extremely unfair and 
extremely unwarrantable. There was not an abftra£l propo* 
fition laid down by his noble friend (Lord Stormont) tlutf 
evening, his Lordfhip faid, to which he could not readily af- 
fent, but he differed with the noble Vifcount in every oneof 
his applications. 

To prove that the applications were not pertinent, til 
Lord Chancellor went through a circumflantial detail of thfe 
events that gave rife to the war in India, and proved that it 
v/ould have been pufiUanimous and faithlefs iii us to have re- 
fuied.our fupport tothe Rajah of Travancore. He faid, that 
no noble Lord had ventured to aflert, that the war was un- 
jufl; if s^ny noble Lord was prepared to go that length, he 
would meet him fairly upon the point, and argue it with him* 
His Lordfhip faid, that though he was no India Minifler, 
he had an opinion which he fhould have no objeflion to de- 
clare when the fubjedt came regularly before their Lordfhips. 
^ He knew a very great difference had obtained as 10 the true 

point 
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point of intereft for this country in her conne6Hor> with In- 
dia; and poffibly if it was a country in which the energy, the 
knowledge, and the capital of the Englifh merchants could 
be employed w^ith fecurity, commercial advantages would be 
fuperior to any other that could be drawn from India. But 
noble Lords well knew that it was impodible; that India had 
at all times been a prey to invaders, and were we to quit it 
to-morrow, fome other European nation might fupply our 
place. The next point' then to C9nfider was,' his Lordfhip 
(aid, how we (hould hold it to the moft advantage ? In Ben- 
gal we undoubtedly poffefled a moft valuable and extenfive 
dominion, and from the order into which that country had 
been brought, the regulations that had been formed, the at- 
tachment of the people, and the eafe and happinefs which they 
had enjoyed fince we became Sovereigns of the country, he 
believed that our empire there was as firmly fixed as any 
empire could poffibly be at the diftance of twelve thoufand 
miles from the Parent State. Bengal therefore was a moft ' 
important objeft in every point of view ; we had there an 
improved and improving revenue, an improved and improv- 
ing population. As to Madras and -the Carnatic, he had 
his opinion upon thofe countries alfo; if their pofteftion was 
neccffary to the prefervation of Bengal, then it was an evil to 
which we muft fubmit, though its r«fources fhould not be 
fufficient for its eftablifhments ; why they fhould not, he 
was not prepared to fay. Bombay could not be underftood 
tofapport itfelf, but he was informed that about thirty years 
ago its expences were not more than forty thoufand pounds a 
year beyond its income. He had no idea of the wifdom of 
keeping up eftablifhments beyond the ability of the countries 
we retained to pay. But thefe were fubjeSs not immedi- 
ately before their Lordfhips; when they were, he. would 
give his opinion upon them. 

It had been obferved, his Lordfhip faid, that we* had 
groflly violated a treaty with the Nabob of Arcot and the 
Rajah of Tanjore ; that was a ful>je6l alfo that he would 
Ipeak to when it came regularly before them. The country 
of the. Rajah of Tanjore hlid been conquered by the Nabob 
of Arcot, in the year 1722 or 3, the Nabob fetting up a 
claim to it as his right. By the adlivity of the Rajah's friends 
^Q England, the court try was reftored to him in 17779 and 
continued in pofTeffion of it till 1781, when the devaftation 
ought upon the Carnatic by the invafion of Ryder Ally, 
duced the adoption of ftrong meafures in India for the fal- 
tion of the Company, the Nabob, and the Rajah. The 
probation of thefe meafures, by a parliamentary refolution 
t that dangerous crifis, would. remain an eternal monument 
parliamentary Mly and abfurdity ! M hen the peace was 

concluded, 
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concluded, the countries were reftored to the Rajah and the 
Nabob, and the treaties concluded, by which they were 
bound to the obfervance of certain conditions both in peace 
and in war. 

The Chancellor declared that he had read all the papers 
upon the table relative to the feizure of thofe countries, fince 
the commencement of hoftilities with Tippoo Sultan, and he 
was perfe£l:ly ready to admit that thofe treaties had been 
groffly violated, and that the violation could not be defended 
upon any other plea than that of neceflity ; nor was he pre- 
pared to fay that there were yet papers upon the table which 
made out that neceflity ; but this was a fubjeft not to be 
gone into upon a motion that did not fairly bear a relation 
to it. When it was brought regularly before their Lordfliips, 
he (hould be perfeftly ready to go into it ferioufly. 

In the courfe of his fpeech, the Lord Chancellor fpoke of 
the conduft of Ruflia and the Turks, and in a flrain of irony 
faid, it was evident the terrible Turk had been the aggreffor, 
while the mild and gentle Emprefs of Ruflia had afforded no 
fort of provocation for the war ! The feizing upon the Cri- 
mea, and the taking pofleflion of Upper Servia, with the 
mode that the Emprefs had adopted in each of thofe particu- 
lars, were peculiarly amiable, and were undoubtedly afts of 
conciliation and kindnefs! His Lordfhip alfp took notice of 
what Lord Stormont had faid, on the fubjeft of the feven 
years war. 
Lord Lord Stormont rofe to reply. He faid, he did not intend 

Stormont. to trefpafs upon their Lordfliips again, but, called upon fo 
perfonally as he had been, he muft necefl!arily beg their Lord- 
fliips attention for a few moments. His Lordfliip then pro- 
ceeded to juftify his former argument in two or three of the 
moft eflential points. He particularly contended that Ruffia 
had been forced into the twolaft wars with the Ottoman Porte. 
He faid, he would fummarily ftate an anecdote, which, if 
the noble Lord, (the Marquis of Lanfdown) had not left the 
Houfe, he had no doubt he knew well enough to have de- 
tailed, that would prove it. Monf. de Choifeul, when Mi- 
tt ifter of France, fent a letter to Monf. de Vergennes, when 
Ambafliador at Conftantinople, to urge him to provoke the 
Turks to declare war againft Ruflia. Monf. de Vergennes 
returrf-^d a letter, remonftrating on the injuftice of fuch a 
meafure. Wonf. de Choifeul replied that it was the duty of 
Monf. de Vergennes to aft and not toadvife; and not receiv- 
ing a reply fo foon as his impatience expefled, he fent a mef- 
fcnger with letters of recal to Monfieur de Vergennes. It 
happened that the two meflTengers cr©fled each other on the 
ro >d. The letters of recal were delivered at Conftantinople, 
and about the time they arrived, Monf. de Vergennes' dif- 

patch 
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patch reached MonC de Choifeul, and informed him that his 
iiiilrudions were efFeAually complied with, the Porte havr * 
ing declared war againft Ruf&a. On Monf. de Vergenne*^ 
arrival in Paris^ the Duke de Choifeul received hint in the 
handfomeft ^nanner, told him he had been in the wrong, and 
as he could not return to Conftaptinople after his recall, he 
had only to afk for the next vacancy of an emhafly that fhould 
become vacant, and he fhould have it. In. that way Mon- 
fieur de Vergennes, his Lordiliip faid, obtained ibe embafly 
to Sweden t 

Lord Ltmghborougb in a long and able fpeech contended for ^o*"d 
the motion. His Lordlhip laid, he was extremely happy Loughb»* 
that the quedion btought forward that day, had been dif- '°"S"* 
cuffed in the manner which noble Lords feemed to have taken 
up ; becaufe it was following to a greater extent, which he ' 
remembered and admired very much, the difcuffion of great 
conftitutional queftions than that which had prevailed in mo- 
dern debates which were fo ftri£tly confined to order that it 
was impoffible to introduce, without offending, any things 
however applicable, that did not immediately cort^pond 
with the word's of the motion^ His Lordfhip confefled he 
was no fuch friend to order; on the contrary^ he preferred 
the mode which had been followed that day, by the free, am- 
ple, and manly way jn which the debate had been taken up 
and carried om. In fome refpefls, he owned, the debate 
might be reckoned intemperate anddiforderly ; but flill, if 
it were allowed, that -difcufTion, in a fair and proper way, 
could bring conviction, certainly it was to be wifhed for and 
encouraged, rather than prevented. Profecuting this idea^ 
his Lordfhip faid, he might be led to a greater treipafs on 
their Lordfhips* patience than he otherwife would have 
thought jneceflary ; and he trufted Minifters would be fofar 
of the fame opinion, as to come forward with more argu- 
ment and found reafoning than they had done of late, and 
give up that flyle of faying, that this or that meafureis ex- 
pedient^ you mufl have confidence in us to believe fo; we 
have nothing farther to communi|cate to the Public ; and if 
we had, it would be improper to mention any thing of it : A 
fpecies of flate fecrecy which, however much it might be in 
fafhion, he never could be reconciled to ; and for this caufd 
it was that he approved fo much of the turn which the debate 
had taken that day, efpecially upon a motion calling for in- 
formation of the mofl material confequence, which, he hoped^ 
it would be the means of obtaining; thinking, at the fame 
time, that no more was afked than the country had a good ti*' 
tie to call for. 

The motion of his noble friend, his Lordfhip faid, had 
called for fomething like a Gazette^ fometbing authentic^ 

Vol. XXX. . Bb the 
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tlie reality and truth of which the country coilld depend 
upon; and be begged leave to afk noble Lords if this was an 
Bnreafonable or improper demand? Certainly not) in any 
circumftance that involved this country or its territories 
iibroad, in a war, and particularly a war which would ulti- 
mately concern this country, as he fhould afterwards hav« 
occaiion to ftate more at large, becanfe hitherto a ^ar in In- 
dia never occafioned new burthens upon the people of Eng- 
land, nor were they fuppofed liable for the debts incurr^ lii 
con^auence of war in that quarter. Now what, afked his 
Lordmip, was the information which had been given i A let- 
ter, in the newfpaper from otie officer, who commanded ) 
party v^ry gallantly, on an expedition which was not of long 
duration, though it encountered many hardihips, to another 
who was a private friend of that officer. Again he would 
alk if this was any account of a campaign ? Was it any ac* 
count of what had been done^ or was likely to be done, or 
trhat was the then flate of the war in India : or admitting 
that it was a full account, wa^ it fanfiioned by any authority? 
certainly not; it was not even announced in the newfpapert 
that this letter came from any public office. How would 
theopittions of mankind be regulated by this fort of informa- 
tion ? What would they think of our fituation in India, ei- 
ther immediately or looking profpe<3ively ? And how woald 
our proceedings at home eS^St the fyfteha of alliances, and 
fchemes of partition in India, which we had been endeavour* 
ing to fupport and carry on at fo much hazard and expsnce? 
Were we fure that the Nisam would adhere to our fydem of 
partition ? Could we depend that the Mahrattas would ? Of 
rather, he fhould aik, were we certain that a partition of a 
very different nature, and not in any way favourable to the 
}ntereils of this country, would not take place ? In fiiort, ho 
eonfidered the war in India to be an unjuft, inexpedient, and 
dangerous war for this country, and a war not provoked by 
any exifling circumflances there, originating entirely at 
home, from pernicious, ill advifed Councils, and proceeding 
upon views that could not^ be defended on policy, fafety, ov 
reafon. 

This led bis Lord/hip to ftate, what, he faid, of all other 
confiderations, made this war mod worthy of particular atr 
tention from their Lordfhips and the country; and that wa« 
the effsSt of it. All other wars in India, however great the 
expenceof them might be, had never been eonfidered as wars 
that this country ought to provide for the confequence&and 
expences of them ; on the contrary, that burthen had always 
fallen upon the Company, and the territorial pofleffions there 
But very different was the prefcnt war ; the Parliament ha; 
££ii£tiP9^d it, and the <:oyatry was liable for the expences of 
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it ; and this, he believed, he need only ftate to their Lord- 
fiiips, to convince them how much it was their duty, and 
their right, to have the fulieft and mofl perfed informatron 
that Minifiers co^ld give upon fo important and interefling a 
fubje£l as the war in India; the ftate of which, or the lateft 
accounts that had arrived in this country, to thoie who, 
from their o£cial fitaations, fuch difpatches muft come, their 
X«ordJhips» and the country, knew nothing about, except from 
newfpapers, which they muft he guided by, unfit what they 
contained were tontradi£ted ; for a newfpaper was the trumpet 
of fame, containing what was good and bad, falie and true, a 
mixture of authentic informations and vague reports. His 
Lordihip proceeded to notice every topic that had been intro* 
duced in the debate. He faid, he had feen the difficulty of an 
Indian war» and he well knew, that all Indian wars were waft- 
fdl (^. the public blood and tteafure. Even thofe in which 
we had been viflorious, and a degree of national glory had 
been acquired, had left behind them a weight of expence and 
a heavy debt, which had borne down our affairs in India ever 
£nce. We had found a large debt incurred at the end of the 
iafl war, and a moft abfurd meafure had been adopted rerpe£t«- 
ing it, viz. the transferring of the debt home to England, by 
which means our credit would probably be difgraced anq 
wounded. The prefent war had been commenced, as was well 
known, with our Tieafury in Bengal completely exhauftedf 
fo that the war was obligea to be begun on credit, and money 
had been borrowed at 12 per cent, intereft, and but little had 
been raifed even at that extravagant rate* At prefent the war 
cod 500,0001. a month , and as the Bengal army was to be 
led by Lord CornwalHs to jo'^n th^eatmy under General Me- 
dows, the expence would be increafed, perhaps doubled ; and 
how was it poffible for us to fupport a war at the immoderate 
expence of fix millions a year ? The fooner therefore tl^at 
orders were fent out to India to put a flop to it the better.— 
Let their LordflilpsrecoUeft the diftance and the time it would 
take before their refolutions could have efFedl. His Lordfhip 
faid, thofe who fpoke of Tippoo Saib as an ufurper, and 
treated him with contempt, a£ted very unwifely; his father 
and he were the moft powerful Princes^ that India had long 
known, and the manner in which his troops had behaved in 
the attack with Colonel Floyd, proved at once their gallantry 
and their difcipline. His Lordfhip went through the detail 
of the circumftances ftated by the Lord Chancellor, as the 
caufes of the war, and placed them in a different point of 
view ; he maintained that by purfuing Tippoo, and conquer- 
ing all before us, we had abandoned our former frontier, and 
had now no frontier at all. In the conclufion of his fpeech, 
kis Lordihip held ftrong language in his c^nfure of Mmiflers. 

B h a Lord 
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Lord < Lord Grenville faid, when he had fpoken before, he had 
GrpnyiUp* not imagined he. fliould have had occafion to trouble their 
Lordfliips again, not being aware that fo many fubjeds 
would have been introduced that bore no immediate relation 
io the motion ; and to fay nothing in reply to which, might 
be interpreted into an ac^uiefcence in their being founded ; 
whereas thofe who urged them, well knew to the contrary. 
.It was an extremely bard and unpleafant fituation for thofe, 
he faid, who, from a fenfe of the duty they owed their So- 
vereign and the Public, whofe affairs were in fome degree 
committed to their adminidration, were obliged to deny 
themfelyes the advantage of that anfwer which they had it 
in their power to give, or if they abandoned the referve, 
which they had, for fuch reafons as he had afjgned, pre- 
fcribed to themfejves, betray the public intereft. Diftreffing 
^s the alternative was, however, having thought it his 
boundcn duty to continue filent upon a fubjeft on which he 
knew he could not open his lips, without drawing down fome 
fnifchief on the Public, he was determined to purfue inviolably 
that line of conduft which he had adopted, and irkfomeas it 
mufl be to his feelings to hear the moft unjuft motives im- 
puted to him and his colleagues, without the fmalleft foun- 
dation of fadi:, to perfevere in that filence, which no high 
words that noble Lords co«ld ufe, fliould provoke him to 
depart from ; aYid therefore he threw himfelf with confidence 
on their Lordftiips' honour and juftice ; and he did fo, with 
the greater aflu ranee that he might do fo with fafety, from 
the recolleflion that their Lordfliips had approved of his 
having done fo on a former occaGon, and been pleafed tq 
naark that approbation by an exprefs vote of the Hoiife. If, 
however, their Lordfliips fa w any reafon to alter their opi- 
nion, let the rpnfequence be what it might to His Majcfty*s 
fervants, the Houfe c6uld not too foon retra6i its error, and 
fidopt a different line of condu(5V. On the contrary, if, upon 
a candid examination of the circqmftances, they found, as 
he trufl:ed they would find, that nothing had happened to in- 
duce them to change their opinion, he fboul4 again throw 
Jjimfeif on their Lordfliips' honour ^nd juftice. 

With regard to the affertion, that the war was the war of 
His Majefty's Minifters, his Lordfliip faid he had, on a for- 
mer occafion, proved, i^t in confequence of a fudden re- 
volution of circumflances in India, (which His Majefty's 
Minifters could nqt even know, much lefs ^£1 upon) we 
had been forced into a war; it was therefore morally ira- 
poflible that the war fhould have been a v^ar of Minifters.— 
The war being engr^ged in, and having the higheft opinion 
of the experience, ability, and zeal of the officers entrufte4 
y^i\h the command of our army in India, and with the gal- 
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Jant fpirit and bravery of tlie troops under their commandi 
he repeated to their Lordfhips, that he ftill entertained the 
flrongeft hopes of our fuccefs. He defired, however, not 
to be conQdered as undervaluing the enemy, or entertaining 
any thing like contempt for Tippoo Sultan* He had ever 
heard him defcribed as the moft powerful of the India Princes, 
and well knew that he had a numerous and well-difcipiined 
Army, and that his refources were immenfe. But the war 
had not been a war of choice; it was not a war lightly un« 
dertaken ; it was, in fa6^, a war into which we had been 
driven by ftrong neceflity. He obferved, that it had been 
ftated by a gentleman of great military experience, in another 
plac«, that the Travancore country was the key to the Car- 
natic, and that it ought to be as flrenuoufly defended as the 
gates of Madras. His Lordfhip ftated what the utmoft ex*^ 
tent of Colonel Floyd's check would be, declaring, that it 
would only occafion the delay of our moft important meafurc 
from November 1790, to April laft. His Lordfhip con- 
cluded with afking, to what purpofe it was to bring forward 
motions, and agitate queftions, the only effe6l of which 
could be, to deprcfs the public mind, and infpire diftruft of 
the probable fuccefs of our arms, which circumftances did 
not warrant ? 

Th|5 queftion was put, and the motion negatived without 
a divifion. 

Lord Perche/ier then faid, he had papers to move for, to fj^rA 
the produdlion of which, having been already agreed to inPorcheftM' 
another Houfe, he thought there could h6 no objeftion. He > 
then moved, " That there be laid before the Houfe, a copy 
** of the minutes of the Governor General and Council of 
" Fort Williami dated Nove»Til>er 5, 1790, fignifying his 
** intention to proceed to theCcaft, in order to take upo^i 
*' himfelf the condudl of the van" Ordered. 

Lord Porchefter again "moved, '' That therr be laid be- 
^* fore the Houfe, a copy of any minutes fent out by the 
*' Board of Control, or the Comt of Diredlors, approving 
^^ of Lord Cornwallis*s proceeding to ihcCoaft." 

Lord Granville objefted to this motion, and it was nc» 
gatived. 

The Houfe adjodrned. 

ji4onday, ibih May. 

The order of the day being read for the Houfe to take 
}nto confidcration the report of the Committee, appointed 
to fearch for precedents relative to the trial of Warren 
Haftings, Efq., 

Lord Porchefter faid, he did not then mean to trouble their Lore! 
^ordibi'|>s ^X any length '^oon the fubjeft ; he only meant to Porchefter 
* " ipakc 
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ftl^e St Bfotrorr which might bring the merits of the qaeftion 
fek^y »nd fully ttniTer difcviffion. He had, his Lordfhip faid, 
ftifd^ the prifKed report, »nd had formed si very clear opinion 
«pon the fubjeA, but that opinion he referve<^ till he fhould 
fiQve an opportunity of hearing the fentiments of noble and 
learned Lords. His Lordfli^ then moved, 

** That a meflage be feitt to the Commons, to rnform 
** them that they (the Lords) were ready to proceed on the 
^ tf ml of Warren Haftings, Efq.*^ 
j^fffS The L$rci Chancel/or having left the woolfack, faid, he 
Cftytfi*!' Couii not polTibly think that the motion made by the noble 
hfft lAftif was either the proper or regular mode of proceeding 

dr this time. All their Lordfhips, he obferved, would at 
Jeaft agrte with him, that the laying down a rule, by which 
fioc 6nly the fate and fortune, hut the liberty and lives, of 
^thtif Lordfliips, were tn fcrture to be determined, was a fub- 
jie& ot very important confident ion. The report, his 
hcrddup thovght,^ ought to have been referred to a Com- 
mitter of Privileges ; that would have been moft agreeable 
fcr the rules and pr-dik'ice of the Houfe, with regard to im- 
|peachnlents» and when the fubjed (hould have been con- 
fidered by the Committee, his Lordfhip faid, it might then 
%e Imported to the Houfe, who would have an opportunity of 
fV^iewing, and ultimately deciding upon it. 

Their Lordfhips had been defired to fend a mef&ge to the 
Commons, fiating that they were ready to proceed on the 
trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. After they bad fearched for 
precedents, that day had been appointed to take the report 
3iUo coniideration, whether the impeachment abated or not 
by the diflblution of Parliament ? and therefore th^t queftion 
<mtfht to be confidered before the ether could pofTibly occur. 
After they had determined that the impeachment did not 
abate, but remained injiatu qu9y then it might he very pro- 
per to Confider whether a meflage, fuch as h^d been moved 
fots ought to be fent to the Commons, to inform them that 
their Lordfhips were ready to proceed in the trial. Thref 
qneftions, his Lordihip faid, immediately occurred, which 
Tit fhould have conceived to be very proper to be referred to 
the Committee of Privileges, and afterwards to the Honfe^ 
The jfirfl of thefe queflions was, whether an impeachment, 
brought tip and proceeded on in the lafl Parliament, was 
now in any degree depending, adly. That if the impeach- 
ment Were depending, was it depending xnjiatu quo f 3dlyi 
By what procefs, or by what form of proceeding, that man 
tvas to be called on, who, if he undei flood the queflion right- 
ly, was now neither a prifoner,. nor under bail ; and whether, 
}n cafe that man did not appear^ they could fue tiiis recogni- 
sance ) 

Thefe 
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Thefe ^xeis qaeftidn^, hit Lord&ap (aidy appeatrdl Oo irai 
to be exceedingly important in tlie pre&ot ifliqairy, mmI Ji 
the general propofition involved tlie fate and fortunes oimm^ 
kind at large, it was of much xnaas imjfOfUnc^ thM wiiM 
became x>f the general fut:3£»£L '-' 

His Lordfliip tliought, if the prkteit i;efM>it wm fakly ec^ 
traded and hifioficaliy deduced, it vcrould amount almofi 4;^ ^ 
demonftratio9 that there had never been fuch a proceeding as Ji 
continuance of an impeachment after a di0blution« it ha|i» 
pened, unfortunately, his Lordihip obferved, that the X£i|am( ' ^ 

had not been printed before the holidays, as they might hiv^ 
been better prepared for thediicuffion d the fubje<£t, hadihoir 
Lordfhips been able to have perufed the report earlier. T^ 
report^ hh Lordfliip faid^ was imperfeA ; and for his port i)^ 
had no knowledge on the fubje^, except wh^t * he derufM 
from the report. He thought it wasejBential that fome<>tiier 
things fliould have been included under the firfi h/sad ; J^ 
for inflance, whether they ient a meflfa^e to the Commons £ubr 
fequent to the prorog^ltion or difiblution, and whether itb^ 
Hou&of Convmons fent any mefiage, or fet on foot any mea» 
fure in confequence. There was alfo another c\^{s of crlmi^ 
nal profecutions which his Lordfliip conceive^ might potiU|r 
be conne^ed with this. V/ith regard to writs of errof^ dji^ 
report, his LordAiip obferved, was Aiil more defedive. Tb^ 
Committee had ftated merely what appeared to them on r^cor4» 
and had ftated that only ; it would have been material tp ha>qe 
conGdered whethfr it was true that a writ of error afaal»d 
upon a prorogation, as was determined in the year i6^|*->«» 
He meant not this by way of reproach, for undoubtedly, th^ 
diligence of the noble {Jords had done a great deal ; inde^i^ 
he wondered it had done fo mucb. The reporl: however coa^ 
tained many defeats. 

His Lordihip thought tbijS was too near a way of conflder** 
ing a fub}e£l of fo much importance, . and he was afraid the^jr 
Lordfhips could not do that judice to the fubjed which th^y^ 
meant. It was to be confidered in the way in which it ought 
to be I if they were to follow the path of their anceftors^ 
which appeared to him to be right, he (hould vr\{h them to ree- 
fer the fubje£l to a Committee, and that a Committee (houU 
come to certain refolutions. The great objecSt of their Lord' 
fliips in this decifion ought to be, to put it out of the pow^ 
of a Minifier at a future day, to turn the decif&on any way 
he pleafed, as it might fuit his own convenience. He thougblt, 
therefore, it ought to be fettled with the utmoft gravity a«<i 
folemnity. What might become of it afterwards the. Lord 
puly knows. Perhaps he might be accufed of a pedantic adir 
hcrenceto precedents. His LordiKip faid, he alluded to cafes 
theQ \i6{Qi^ the Houi^* Ij^ had SoKm&i in his mind the out. 
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lines of the method which he conceived would beihoft proper 
to purfue on this fubjefl; and if the motion of the noble 
Lord was difpofed of, he fhoald, his Lordfhip faid, feel a 
ftrong inclination that they ihould adopt the method which hd 
had^Pggefted. 
Lord Lord Abingdon fdid, he did not rifei as their Lordfliips 

ADiDgdon njjght fuppofe, an advocate for Mr. Haftings, nor did he rife 
as an advocate again ft him. The fituation in which he ftood, 
in common with the reft of their Lordfhips, as one of tht 
Judges before whom that caufe was^ precluded and foibade 
him, whatever other noble Lords might think, from taking or 
afluming to himfelf any fuch characSler. But he rofe, although 
not an advocate on either fide, to trouble their Lordfhips 
with a few words on both fides ; not however with a double 
fee in his hand,' as fome advocates have done^ but without 
any fee at all, as no advocate is willing to do ; and this too 
not in point of argument, not to difcufs the weight and ba- 
lance of precedents, which were upon their Lordftiips* table, 
as the means of forming his judgement upon the queftioft that 
was to be refolved, but fimply and merely to exprefs thofe 
feelings by which his mind had been afie£ted upon the occa-^ 
£on« 

And here, in doing this, his Lord/hip faid, it was neceflary 
, for him to recur to that time when the impeachment began; 

to its origin, when like other individuals he was led to look at 
it in the lump, qot with the inveftigation through all its de- 
tachment of articles, not on the ground of its evidence, nor 
in other refpefis in the minutis of detail, but on its political 
hinges and bearing^, in its reafons, in its motives, in its caufes, 
and in its eftedls* That this was his view of it in the firft in- 
ilance, and with that view, whilft he faw, on the one hand, a 
man who by his enterprize and exertions had, as it was faiJ, 
preferved a great country to the Britiih empire, whether by 
right means or wrong he did not then inquire; but right he 
fuppofed them, firft from the event itlelf, and next from the 
circumftance of thofe who were moftly interefted in that 
event (he meant his employers, the Eaft-India Company) hav- 
ing una voce approved his condudl:; his Lord /hip faid, be faw 
til is man made the obje£t of an impeachment. On the other 
hand, he faw a man himfeif accused of having at the fame pe- 
riod, and, as it was faid, by worfe means than thofe ol: a 
want of enterprize and exertion, loft a great country to the 
Britifti empire, coalefcing with his accufers, his bitter ene- 
mies, in becoming an accufer of the man in whom, if there 
was guilt, he, this accufer, was bimfelfa /><2r//Vf^i c/im/Vmby 
continuing him in the ftation in which he was, when, having 
the power, he might, and ought to have removed him; he-faid, 
be faw this man not made the objedi of impeachment. 

The 
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The inference then, his Lordihip faid, which he drew from 
this view of the fubjeA was, that this impeachment was a 
proceeding not founded in national juftice, nor had it national 
honour either for its principle or its objedl ; but that, like the 
witches cauldron in Macbeth, it was compofed and made up of 
ingredients to raife a flame in the country, not of juftice, not 
of policy, not of wifdom^ but a flamie lighted up by the fpi« 
rit of a jarring fadion, conco£ked by the moft noxious juices, 
created by the moft heterogeneous mixtures, blown up by the 
breath of malice, fed by revenge, ^nd kept alive by the fuel of 
animoiity and invedlive. This washis inference. 

[Lord Stanhope here requefted, that the noble Lord would 
confine himfelf to the queftion before the Houfe; not one 
word of what be had faid appearing to have the leaft relation 
to it.] 

Lord Abingdon faid their Lordihips would fee whether what 
he had faid was to the queftion, when they heard how he ap- 
plied it ; and proceeded. The next view he had of the bu-^ 
finefs, bis Lordihip faid, was the impeachment at their Lord- 
ftiips' bar. And here he faw, and it was with pleafure he faw 
it, Mr. Haftings, like himfelf, triumphing and exulting in his 
fituation ; he faw him, like Hercules and the Hydra, fur- 
rounded and befet by a many*headed monfter, called a Com- 
mittee of impeachment, with fire in their eyes, and forked 
tongues in their mouths, blafting him with the lightning of 
their looks, and pouring into the inmoft recefles of his heart 
thechillingpoifonof their envenomed words; whilft he, with 
the uplifted club of confcious innocence, as it would feem, 
in his hand, fat calm and undifturbed, and yet panting, as it 
were, for the coming of that hour of hts defence, when to his 
ailailants it might prove the hour of death and annihilation,^ 
but to him, that of vi£lory with accumulated honour. 

This, his LordJhip faid, he faw; but befides this he heard 
from one of the Coun{el in pleading his caufe, with a tor- 
rent of manly eloquence, and in a burft of language and of 
zeal which convidion only could have infpired, an appeal to 
God as the witnefs of his client^s innocence, and calling down 
the vengeance of Heaven on the heads of his accufers as their 
merited punifhment for the falfity of (he charges ajlcdged • 
againft him. 

But what did he now fee, aod what did ha now h^ar ? He 
faw, he faid, this very Mr. Haftings, not what he was, un- 
like himfelf, not as. before panting tor his defence, no longer x 
triumpWng and exulting in his fituation, no more like Her-* 
cules with his uplifted club, but like Hercules indeed fubdued^ 
snd with a diftaff in his hand; this was what he faw, and 
this was what he heard, and heard too often from Mr. Haf- 
tings himfelf: for, fiid he, my Lords, his laft addrpf^ to your 

V0J..XXX. C^ Lord. 
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Lord/hips did not breathe that ardour of mind; and that mag- 
nanimity of fpirit which either his previous condud implied, 
or his character wpuld have led one to lode for. 

Biit this was not all. A diflblution of Parliament takes 
place, 2Uid this difiblution is to be made ufe of as an extin- 
guifher to this impeachment. Be it fo then, faid his Lord- 
ihip, but his fenfe of the matter would be this: that inftead 
of Mr. Haftings's appearing as he was wont to do, and as it 
va& hoped be would do, like the pure flame of the candle, 
bis condu6i, like the fnuff of the candle which the extin- 
guifher leaves behind it when the light is put out, and the 
^ame exifts no more, would be perhaps as black and as oflFen- 
five to himfelf, as it would be to the reft of the world. 

Thefe were his feelings, his Lordfhip faid, and he fbould 
be glad to have them removed : but if this could not be, let 
Others feel for themfelves. It may be faid indeed, that this 
was a trial not only without example as to its duration hither- 
to, but in its continuance a perfecution without end: to 
which it may be anfwered, that the duration is now propofed 
to be flxed, and the time to be limited, and yet the effe6l of 
a diffolution is preferred to this. 

And now, faid his Lordfhip, a fingle word to the impeach- 
ment itfelf. Whether a diflblution of Parliament abates an 
impeachment *or not he knew not, nor had he ftudied to 
know. It was a queftion upon which not only DoQors but 
the two Houfes of Parliament difagreed, and therefore with- 
out fayiwg " A pox on both your Houfes,*' he would fay, 
wholhall decide the point? But this he did know, that whe- 
ther a diflblution abated an 'impeachment or not, there were 
two ftrong reafons why it (hould, and there was on^ ftill 
/ ftronger reafon than both the others why it (hould not. 

The firft ftrong reafon was, that the parties themfelves are 
content to have it fo : and the maxim of lawjs, ," confenfus 
^^ toUit erronm:^'^ the next ftrong reafon is, that it would be 
removing a heavy yoke that has long been impofed on their 
3Lordftiips' necks, makfhg the cafe of the noble Lord on the 
woolfack, the cafe of all their Lordftiips, and bringing to 
his mind that noble Lord's emphatic words upon this occa- 
fion, who, upon being afked lome queftion refpefling the 
trial, faid, as he had. been told, ^* It is not Haftings's trial, 
ff it is my trial," as it certainly is fo far as the patience of 
the Houfe has been, and would be again afFedbed by it. But 
|:he one ftill ftronger reafon than both thefe againft the abate- 
ment was this, if the legiflature in its wifdom has thought it 
right to enadl, as was done in the aft of fettlement, '* That 
f* a pardon is not pleadable in bar of an impeachment,'^ does 
f^ot an abatement of an impeachment by a diflblution of Par- 
J/amenti^ft upon the fame ground of reafouing on which this 

claufc 
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claufe was enafled, namely, the power of diflblution bein^ 
in the hands of the Crown, " that it might defeat the whole 
'* ufe an'd efFeilsof impeachments, and deflroy the chief in- 
" flitution hy which Government is to be preferved :" but 
this was aqueftion which he fhould not argue, leaving it to be 
determined by the better judgements of their Lordfhips, as 
he fhould be hy the general fenfe of the Houfe in the vote 
that he fhould give. 

Lord Potche/Ier faid, the Houfe had ordered a Committee Lota 
to fearch for precedents, who had delivered in a report : that Poicbcft^ 
day had been appointed to take into confideration that report. 
He was, hisLordfhip faid, of opinion that tlie impeachment 
did not abate, and he thought the motion he had made would' 
bring before the Houfe the queflion, whether it did or did 
not abate. It was, in his Lordfhip's opinion, the proper way 
to confider- the queflion in a full Houfe ; but if any noble 
Lord thought it would be better to argue it in a Committee, 
he might vote for fo doing. 

Lord Midgrave allowed that the rights of the people of Lord 

this country, as to queftions of property, depended merely Mulgravt 

on precedent ; he conceived however that tl|e proceedings of 

that Houfe were not to be guided fo much by precedents as by 

their own difcretion. Precedents, his Lord/hip thought, 

ought certainly to be followed where they were right, and 

were to be avoided where our anceftors had been guilty of 

error. There was a wide difference, he faid, between the 

Courts below and that Houfe, with regard to the authority 

of precedents. The bufinefs of the Houfe of Lords, as a 

Court of juflicature, was to try great and important caufes; 

caufes that were too important for the inferior Courts, and 

vhere the perfons concerned were of great weight, and 

vere beyond the grafp of the ordinary Courts of Jufl ice; 

fuch had been accounted the proper fubjcSs of impeachment 

by the Houfe of Commons* The Courts below fhould be 

confined ftridtly to pofltive rules of law; but how did that 

apply to that Court ; which was formed for great and extra-- 

ordinary occafions ? They could not, his Lordfhip conceived, 

be tied down by fuch rules. What had been done in former 

times was the oefl clue to guide them in their inquiries, bpt 

their Lordfhips mufl above all ufe their reafon in every cafe 

that came before them. If there was a power lodged any 

mrhere to deC^at the Lords and Commons at the time they 

wrere coming to their conclufion, there muft be an end to 

the powers of the Commons to impeach, and of the Lords 

to decide. If their Lordfhips were to go back to the hiflory . 

of their country^ they would find n^any things which were 

right to be done at the time they were done, but which would 

be highly improper at the prpfent period. 

Cq % The 
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The noble Lord next proceeded to the confideration of 
precedents, and from the^whole, drew this inference, viz. that 
an impeachment did not abate at the diflblution of a Parlia- 
inenty but continued from Parliament to ParHament. Tlic 
power of pardoning offenders was, his Lordihip faid, wifely 
conferred on the King, but in the cafe of impeachment, it 
was as wifely taken away. If the diffblution of a Parliament 
abated an impeachment, it would, his Lordfhip obferved, be 
in the power of the King at any time to annihilate all their 
proceedings. 

His Lordfliip concluded, by approving of the motion as 

the moil likely and fuitable way to come to the faireft and 

fpeediefl termination of that impeachment^ which gave rife 

to the queftion which their Lordfhips were now difcuffing. 

Earl of The Earl of Radnor exprefled a itrong fenfe of the evib 

Radnor, that muft refult from leaving it at the pleafure of the Crown 

to put ian end to an impeachment, which muft be theconfe- 

quence of deciding that impeachments abated on a diffolotioo 

of Parliament. But he was not certain that Mr. Haftings'j 

bail were by their bond of recognizance bound for his app«r* 

ance»*and therefore he wiihed the clerk to read the joumali 

of the Houfe relative to the bail and recognizance entered ior 

to by the fureties for Warren Haftings, Efq. which beiiH 

, read^ his Lordfhip ftill entertained doubts, and wiflied tlut 

point to be fettled before the Houfe proceeded farther, as hi 

thought it would be an aukward (Ituation were their Loiv 

ihips to pafs the motion made by the noble Baron, and after* 

wards go to Weftminfter Hall to proceed on the trial, an 

find no Warren Haftings at their bar; and yet, his LorJ^t 

faid, he was not fure but fuch a circumftance might hap^ 

not knowing what authority there was to prevent it, or Ij 

what means he could be again taken into cufto<ly. He tbei» 

fore meant to offer a motion ; but as he believed, in pointj 

order, he muft make it as an addition to that now before thi 

Houfe, he would move to leave out ajl the words in the ot| 

ginal motiori after the word " that," and to infert in tte 

place thefe, " it be referred to the twelvi? Judges as a queflio* 

** to examine the bond of recognizance entered into by tl 

** fureties for Warren Haftings, Efq. and to report to^tl| 

** Houfe on Wednefday next their opinions on the fame"* 

L^d Lord Hougborough pointed out the impropriety of the 

Lough- Lord's motion, becaufe it was impoflible, con fiftent with 1 

H^rough. that the Judges could give an opinion upon a queftion 

red to them by that Houfe, which might afterwards 

before them in their judicial capacity in an inferior Courti 

Lord Lord Haivkejbury faid, he did not mean to give his 

Mawkef- opinion upon the bufinefs of the impeachment, but 

*^7* apprpycd of more deliberation, as th$re were certainly 
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quelUons that ought to be decided before their Lordfhips 
could agree to fo decidve a vote as that propofed by the noble 
Baron. The noble Earl who had made the laft motion, he 
conceived, had done it with a view of getting free of the 
other : but he thought the fhorteil way would have been to 
move the previous queftion. His Lordfliip then proceeded to 
obferve, that in every Court there were rules of proceedings^ 
and when they became the law of the Court, they in faOi be- 
came a part of the law of the land. His Lordftiip appre- • 
hended it was of the utmoft importance to preferye in their 
decifion as much uniformity as poflible. Several queflions 
had been propofed by noble Lords, but the firfl quefiioa 
which, be fubmitted it, ought firfl to be confidered was, 
whether . their- Lordfhips could and would proceed. A 
queftion had been moved, whether Mr, Haftings ^/as now in 
cullody or not ? It was a queilion for tliem to coofider whe- 
ther they would proceed or not ? If their Lordfliips decided 
on the afErmative, they would next have to confider, if^ 
when they went, down to Wcftminfler Hall, they did not 
find Mr, Haflings there, what was the moft proper method of 
taking him into cuftody. But the firil queflion, and upon 
which all. the reft depended, was, whether the impeachment 
remained in Jiatu quo* His Lordfhip took this to be a 
queftion of the greateft magnitude, and therefore he faid he 
wifhed to have moved the previous queftion. He was, his 
Lordfhip declared, then fufBcientlj ready to enter into a dif- 
cuffion of the queftion. 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne {^M^ this important queftron fOlarqvis 
VFas opened with great candour by the noble Baron. He of Lanf- 
had flated that he had a clear opinign on the fubjec% but dowac. 
that before he delivered that opinion, he wifhed to hear that 
of noble and learned Lords. The motion certainly gave 
them an opportunity of confidering the queftion, though 
perhaps not in quite fo direft a way as was conGftent with 
the dignity of the Houfe. The noble Lord on the woplfack 
had advifed their going into a Committee, and it wa§ cer- 
tainly very material to go into a Committee^ not only for the 
fake of obtaining freedom of debate, but alfo for the obvious 
and plain reafon that it gave them the opportunity of another 
and frefti confideration. The fubjadt, his Lordfliip faid, had 
been debated three days in tlie Commons, and their Lordfhips 
ought to give it a full and ferious confideration. Another 
queftion had been ftated by a noble Lord, namely, whether 
the proceedings were in Jlatu quo ? He was, the Marquis faid, 
ignorant of both thefe queftions. He confidered it as 'a 
great legal, and not at all as a political queftion ; and God 
iorbid, exclaimed bis Lordfhip, that Minifiry ihould exert 
minifteriai influence in it !. If they took any meafures 

towards 
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towards influence, they would difhonour and difgrace them- 
felves. He declaimed, he had had no communication with 
any individual on the fubjed^, except two fhort converfations 
^ with the noble Lord on the woolfack, in the prefence of 
the Hqufe. Every man in that Houfe, his Lordfhip thought, 
ought to pay great attention to legal authorities, but not be 
entirety guided by them, although they happened all to 
agree in one point. The Marquis concluded, with faying, 
he thought their Lordfliips were fully competent to form a 
corredl and accurate judgement. Let the queflion be taken 
up on the ground olF analogy, of precedent, or of general 
reafoning, it was, he conceived, their LordHiipsV province 
to fettle the proper mode of proceeding. 
^^ Lord GrenvUte faid, he felt as ftrongly as any of their 

Grenvillc Lordfliips, that the queftion was totally unconnected with" 
any fyftem of government, or with any individual who bad 
a (hare, or who hopes to pofiefs a (hare in the executive go- 
vernment. Setting afide, therefore, all ideas of that fort, he 
ihould do what he had a right to do, and what ,he conceived 
to be his duty to do, he fhould deliver his opinion on the 
fubje<Sl honeftly, and without prejudice or partiality of any 
fort. He Ihouid have been, his Lordftiip faid, for a dire6l 
way of bringing on the queftion ; but if there was one way 
of conddering the fubjeft fully and fairly, and another of 
only obtaining a partial view of the fubjedt, he fliould prefer 
the firft mode of treating it. His Lordftiip thought the me- 
rits of the queftion would come to bedifcufled with as much 
propriety from the motion of the noble Baron who had intro- 
duced the debate, as in any other way ; but if any noble 
Lord entertained a doubt on the fubjedt, it was his duty to 
come forward and ftate his doubts. He was, his Lofdftiip 
faid, one of thofe who agieed with the noble Baron, in 
thinking that ttie impeachment was ftill depending, and that 
the motion muft appear perfedlly proper to all thofe who 
were of his opinion. He faid, he fliould not enter largely 
at prefent into the queftion, but bethought the motion of the 
noble Lord was in every refpedl as v^ell calculated to bring 
the queftion as fairly, as fully, and as completely to a difcuf- 
fion, as any other motion that could poflibiy be ftated. His 
Lordftiip faid, he faw no advantage whatever of going into a 
Committee ; as it was, every perfon would have an opportu- 
nity of debating the fubjeft fully and freely. As a friend to 
the motion, he hoped it would pafs. He did not at the fame 
time confider that he was giving any opinion whatever on the 
prefent impeachment, or the objeft of itf, that being a quef- 
tion not now before their Lordfliips. 
Xord Lord ICing faid, if the noble Lord (Lord Hawefbury) 

'«i.ing. j^QY^d xX\t previous queftion, he would fecond it. 

Lord 
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Lord Stormmt alledgcd, that the original motion had been Lord 
completely deftroyed, except the fhort word that, and the Stormont. 
only thing to be conddered then, was, whether the word 
that fhould make part of the prefent qiieftion. 

hoidrHawheJbury faid, he would not move the previous Lord 
queftion, becaufe there was another queAion before the Hawkcf- 
Houfd. bury. 

The Lord Chancellor fpok'e to a point of order. He faid, Ld. Chan- 
he had already ftated, that he was doubtful whether thiscellor. 
fubjeiSt could he debated in a way that would be fatisfadory 
to their Lordfhips' minds. If they decided at once on the 
original motion, it would be impofTible for their Lordfhips 
afterwards to fay a fir^gle word, if they entertained any 
doubts. He had read the report with a great deal of atten- 
tion, and it feemed to him, he faid, to be little fhort of de- 
monftration, that by the habits and pradiice of that Houfe, 
an impeachment was univerfally under Aood to abate at a dif- 
folution. With regard to the abufe that the Crown would 
make of that power, that, his Lord (hip obferved, was not 
deciiive argument of probability. He wifhed the queftion 
might be difcufled with that gravity and that dignity which 
became the importance of the proceeding. His Lordfhip 
faid, if the debate went on, and if he were not too much 
exhaufied, he (hould only ftate what appeared to him to be 
the outlines of the bufinefs. 

The Marquis of Townfhend faid, that he had, in difcharge MarquU. 
of his duty, given his coaftant attendance to the trial ; and of To\vn^ 
lie could not help faying, that much of the haidlhip of the Ihcnd. 
cafe, in the continuance of the trial, (and which, con- 
verted, it from a profecution neceffliry to the honour and 
juftice of the country, into a profecution of the individual), 
was to be attributed to themfelves. If, inftead of two days 
in the week, they had devoted to it four, or even fix, they 
would not have given occafion for the complaints which had 
been juftly made hy Mr. Haftings of delay ; nor perhaps' 
would they have had ground for the prefent debate. But . 
on the queftion, that an impeachment did not abate by a 
diffolution, the Marquis faid, ,his mind was fully made up. 
He could not conceive a meafure of more fevere injuftice, 
than that by any poiTible means, a trial once begun ftiould 
not be purfued to its regular end of acquittal or condemna- 
Oon. He was Satisfied from the opinions of the moft able 
judges, from the report on the table, and from every argu- 
ment of analogy that he could draw, that fuch was the law 
of Parliament and the privilege of the fubjedt. 

Lord Stormont hoped the queftion would not be decided yifcounj: 
without grave and ferrous difcuffion ; without the opinions StormoRiv 
'' * " ■' of 
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of learned Lords,* (whofe peculiar courfe of ftudy aad long 
praf^ice, eminently qualified them to inform the judgement 
of the Houfe) being folly delivered and maturely weighed. 
For this reafon it was, his Lord (hip fa id, that he rofe to 
fubmit to their Lordfliips the opinion which he had formed, 
and the reafons on which he had formed it. An opinion 
not entirely free from doubt, and ftill fubjcft to fach infor- 
mation as he might yet receive. 

Had the ftream of precedents flowed in one uniform 
channel, or had there been no precedents at all, he (hould 
have been under no kind of difficulty. By the unbroken 
tenor of precedents he fhould have felt himfelf bound to 
abide as law, whatever had been his opinion of what the 
law ought to lay down ; and had there been no precedent 
he (hould have felt no difficulty in pronouncing, on general 
principles of reafoning, that an impeachment by the Com- 
mons ought not to abate by a di(roIution of Parliament. 
If the law were otherwife, the right of impeachment, 
which was the belt fecurity to the people againft the abufe 
of power, and the beft fecurity to the Crown againft the 
abufe of confidence repofed in it« Minifters,. would be of 
little avail to any good purpofe, and might be made the 
inftrument of the mbft grievous oppreffion. Powerful 
guilt might be fnatched from pani(hment, at the very 
moment when punifliment feemcd ready to fall upon its 
head: and an innocent man might be brought to trial, 
without the means of obtaining an acquittal, let his inno- 
cence be ever fo apparent, nay more, his very defence might 
be made ufe of to criminate him, by ftopping one impeach-' 
msnt before judgement, and preferring another on the fame 
grounds. 

When he came to fpe.ik of the precedents, the noble Lord 
faid, he fpoke with great diffidence; but under the narrow 
view he had taken of them, they appeared to be in favour of 
what he conceived the law ought to be. The refolution of 
1678, confidered in all its circumftances, he thought a 
ftrong proof of a general opinion among the greateft and 
moft able men of the time, that impeachments by the Com- 
mons did not abate by a diflblution of Parliament. On 
general opinion that this was the ancient law and praftice of 
Parliament, that refolution muft have been founded. In 
fupport of this point, his Lofdlhip- commented at fotne 
length on the opinion of the Judges, againft bringing the 
Lords impeached in the preceding Patliament to trial, before 
the meeting of a new Parliament ; and the fpeech of the 
. Lord Chancellor in His Majefty's name, at the meeting of 
the new Parliament, fitting forth, that ;^lthough the iiT>- 

peache4 


A. 1791. DEBATES. 

peached Lords had petitioned to be brought to trial during 
the interval of Parliament, " His Majefty had thought it 
" fitter to referve them to a more public and confpicuous 
" trial in Parliament." This refolution, his Lordfliip faid, 
acquired additional authority from its having been afted 
upon in the cafes of Lord Danby and Lord Stafford. The 
refolution of 1685 did indeed appear to refcind the former; 
but when he confidered the circumAances under which that 
refolution had been paffed, and, as had been well obferved, 
the grofs fervility of the time, he could not allow it to be 
of much weight. 

His Lordihip next reviewed the cafe of Lords Peterbo- 
rough arid Salifbury in 1690, in which, he faid, there was 
fomething that he could not unravel, and which he believed 
to have been intentionally perplexed. If they were dif- 
charged becaufe their cafe came under the general pardon^ 
wliy refer to the diflTolution and feveral prorogations of Par- 
liament ? And if they were difcharged becaufe it was un- 
derftood by virtue of tlie refolution of 1685, that impeach- 
ments abated by a diflblution, why was a Committee ap- 
pointed to fearch for precedents*? They were difcharged 
on a general queftion, without diflinguifhing whether tne 
ground of their difcharge was the genferal pardon, or the 
difrolution. But from all the circumftances, there was rea- 
fon to believe, that the refolution of 1678 was not confi- 
dered as refcinded by that of 1685. From thefe, and other 
cafes, his Lordfliip faid, he inclined to think that the refo- 
lution of 1678 was, and ft ill continued to be, the law and 
praflice of Parliament* Whether there was or was not 
a diftindlion between a prorogation and a diflblution of 
Parliament, he would not take upon him to decide ; but of 
this he was' certain, that confidering them in one point of 
view, there was a broad, clear, unembarrailed line to follow^; 
viz. that all legiflative proceedings, left incomplete, fell to 
the ground by a prorogation, and juft fo by a diflblution; 
and that all judicial proceedings remained injiatu quo after 
a prorogation, and juft fo after a dtflblution. In every 
other point of view, his Lordfliip faid, he met with diffi- 
culty, doubt and embarraflment. It had been aflerted, that 
all Supreme Courts were competent to eftablifti rules for 
their own proceedings; but this was only to be underftood 
as far as thofe rules were confiftent with the inftitution and 
purpofe of the Courts, and the general principle of reafon 
and of equity. 

He had heard it fomewhere alledged, as a reafon agalnft 

the continuance of an impeachment from Parliament to 

Parliament, that their Lordfliips were not the fame Judges 

after adiflblution asbefore. This, his Lordfliip faid, would 
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prove a great deal too much. It wouid not be contended 
that fuch of their Lordfhips as had fat in the former Parlia- 
ment were not the fame Judges. If it was meant only that 
new Members were introduced among them, m a body con- 
fifting of fo large a number, there muA, in the natural 
courfe of things, be frequent individual changes ; and if it 
were to be contended that a judicial proceeding muft abate 
on that account, no fuch proceeding could continue with 
certainty through a fitigle feffion. The Commons, it was 
alio faid, were not the fame accufers. It was true, that the 
Houfe of Commons which preferred the impeachment, ex- 
ifted no longer ; but the very impeachment w«rs preferred in 
the name and on the behalf of all the Commons of England. 
They were the accufers, and it would not be faid, that be- 
caufe their reprefentatives who a£ied for them were diflblved, 
they were alfo diflblved and exifled no longer. His Lord- 
fhip noticed feveral other points, and concluded, with re- 
peating, that his earned defire of hearing the queftion dif- 
cufTed was his reafon for troubling their Lordfhips with his 
fentiments upon it. 
Earl Earl Stanhope^ after remarking on the mode in which the 

Sunhopt. original queilian and the amendment muft be difpofed of, 
obferved, that if an impeachment were to be ftopped by a 
diiTolution, that remedy which was given to the people 
againft the abufe of power, for fuch the right of impeach- 
ment was, would be completely deftroyed. A Minifter, 
his Lordfhip|faid, might at any time make ufe of the power 
which he had abufed to fcreen himfelf, or any of his inflru- 
ments, from public juftice. In no opinion could he be 
clearer than that fuch ought not to be the law. The cafe 
of the Duke of Leeds, who was impeached in 1695, and 
the articles exhibited againft him difmifled in 1701, becaufe 
the Commons did not profecute, appeared to him decifive ; 
becaufe the Lords having voted that the articles be difmified, 
** the Commons not profecuting,*' was an exprefs acknow- 
ledgement, that if the Commons had profecuted, the arti- 
cles could not have been difmifled. The amendment pro- 
pofed by a noble Lord, for confulting the Judges on the ftate 
of the recognizances, was premature. Such a queilion could 
not come properly before them, till their Lordlhips had de- 
cided, whether the impeachment was or was not pending. 
His Lordfhip faid, he wifhed, however, that the wholcr 
{pight be fully difcufled in the manner fuggefted by the 
learned Lord on the woolfack, and in order to da that, he 
ihould propofe to withdraw the amendment, vote the pre- 
Tioiis queftion on the original motion, and then refolve into 
a Committee, and debate the three points fuggefted by the 
learned Lord feverally. 

Th© 
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The Lord Cbancelkr faid, that although he had not had Ld. Chta* 
me to arrange, the important matter of the volume ofcellor. 
recedents in the hiftorical order, which he thought would 
have enabled him to prove to demonftration that no im- 
peachment had heen ever conceived to exift after the diflb- 
lution of the Parliament in which it was preferred, he 
would deliver his fentiments in the l)eft manner the con^ 
fideratioii he had given it would admit. In the firft place^ 
he Aiould ohferve, that whether Mr. Haflings had depopu- 
lated an extenfive country and flarved its inhabitants and re- 
duced them to want of bread, or whether he had rendered 
our dominions in the eaft more populous and flourifhing, 
was a queftion of no confideration in the prefent enc|uiry» 
The volume on the table furnifhed precedents to fhew how 
both Hou fes had proceeded ip cafes fimilar to the prefent^ 
No precedents ought ever to be followed which woul4 
lead them to grind the property of individuals, and to 
torture their perfons. It 'was one thing, his Lordfiiip faid, 
to be tried by the laws of one's country, which were known 
and defined, and where every ftep of the proceedings would 
be forefeen, and another for a man to be tried by the pure 
difcretion of their Lordfhips, without any regard to prece- 
dents. If they were above all other rules, that Houfe at 
leaft ought to be governed by thofe rules which it had laid 
down for its own obfervance. He was really anxious, his 
Lordfliip faid, that they ftiould weigh thoroughly, and be 
perfedlly fure they did not depart from thofe principles on 
which precedents either were or ought to be founded. If 
they departed from precedents, their Lordfliips ought, he 
conceived, ^t leaft firmly to adhere to the principles on which 
they were founded. 

This firft thing that occurred to him, was the precedents 
on impeaichm^nts ; and- he thought it next to demonftration, 
on the fubjedl of impeachments by the Commons, that im- 
peachments had been underftood univerfally to determine, 
upon the diffolution of the Parliament, He conceived it to 
be perfectly well fettled, that while an impeachment was de- 
pending, it was impoffible to get rid of It without giving 
notice to the accufers. He took that to be an univerfal rule^^ 
and indeed if they did not give fucTi notice, their Lordftiips 
would be guilty of manifeft injuftice to the accufers. If 
this rule of clear, natural, and obvious juftipe, were laid 
down, his Lordftiip faid, it would go ^ great way to anfwer 
fome of the queftions put by the noble Vifcount, (Stormont) 
as whether the impeachment did or did not abate ? &c. They 
could not take it two ways ; they muft be uniform and con- 
fiftent, and if they laid down a p«fition^ they ought to fol- . 
low it through all its confequences and windings. It feemed 
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to his Lordfhip in every inftance, (and fhere were between 
twenty and thirty of them) clear, that an impeachment ne- 
ver was dropped without that fort of inference. 

Of this there were feveral inftances, his Lordfhip faid, as 
that in the cafe pf Foulis and Geddart, wherein they con- 
iidcred whether they ought to renew the impeachment. It 
.was agreed that they fhould not go on. with it. Another 
inftance which occurred to him, he faid, was that of the 
Duke of Buckingham, in which the impeachment dropped, 
but his crimes were not dropped, for he loft his life a few 
years after. They petitioned the King againft him. Thefe 
inftances were fuflScieqt to fliew it had been underftodd by 
all men, that impeachments did abate by a diffolution. An 
able parliamentary man, about the time of James I. com- 
plained that diffolutions were attended with thefe effeQs. In 
^ the cafe of the Duke of Buckingham, no body, he obferved, 
thought it was an exifting profecution; nobody complained 
of the Houfe of Lords that a meflage was not fent to the 
Commons; thp complaint really was, that it was difmiffeci, 
;ind thequeftion was, whether they fliould renew it. Thus 
it refted, and with many inftances intervening, it cama 
' down to the year 1673, when the queftion came on, whether 

an impeachment abated by prorogation. 

His Lordftiip explained, at great length, the original fenfc 
of prorogation and adjournment; healfo took notice of the 
ftrift a^nalogy and the perfedl conformity between continu- 
ances in law and Parliament. It had been ftated, his Lord- 
ihijx obferved, in the courfe of the debate, that there was a 
difference between Parliament a6ling m a legiflative and a 
judicial capacity. His Lordfljip ftated, agreeably to the ac- 
count given by Lord Coke, that originally both Houfes of 
Parliament met in oneHpufe, when, of courfe, there was no 
difference whatever between the legiflative capacity and the 
judicial capacity, except thofe diftindlions which they them- 
ielV-es laid down. He did not mean to deny the exiftence of 
things which appeared in books. Hp had omitted, his Lord- 
fhip faid, a great many inftances of precedents, which he 
inight have mentioned. He fiiould, he obferved, be very 
glad to have the impeachment difmifled, without any more 
trouble, provided it could be done with credit and propriety. 
"With regard to the Houfe, it mighj be extremely proper for 
their Lordfliips, afling legiflatively, to conftder the future; 
hut this mo.le of reafoning would be very falacious, if they 
were to apply Jt in argument upon what was paft, and in 
afling upon tlie law that was part. 

It had been faid, his Lordfhip obferved, that it would he 
extremely ridiculous to grant the Commons an inquifitorial 
power, and the Lords a judicial power, when they could not 
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carry it into effeft. This was not good reafoning; for all 
power that was poffeffed, was fubjedt to abufe in the exer- 
cifeofit, and the only remedy for fuch abufe was punifli- 
ment. It had alfo been faid, that Parliament was a perma- 
nent Court. His Lordfliip contended that it was not more 
fo than a Court of Oyer and Terminer, The Commons 
were never confidered by that Houfe as a body adling in their 
parliamentary capacity, but when they were in the Houfe of 
Commons. The Houfe of Commons were the virtual repre- 
fentatives of the people, and ought to b'e confidered as their 
ftrength JTnd glory. The Houfe of Commons, he faid, vir- 
tually reprefented the Commons of England, although not 
adiually ; but whether they reprefented them in one way or 
in another, their whole authprity relied in. the Houfe of 
Commons, and was ynited to that alone. The impeach- 
ment, it was true, was in the name of all the Commons of 
England, which were a permanent, durable body, and there- 
fore it had been faid, tKat as long as the people exifled, the 
impeachment could not pofllbly abate. This reafoning was 
not more conclufive than in the otiier cafes. Suppofe, faid 
hisLordfliip» a grant were made, and the bill did not pafs, 
would any one contend that the grant flood good for an- 
other year? The queftion was of that nature, his Lordfliip 
faid, confidering the turn which the debate had taken, that 
he wiflied to have decided it- that night, if it could be de- 
cided con fillently with the dignity of the Houfe; and if it 
were determined that night, he fliould have the pleafure of 
not fpending fuch another fatiguing evening as that had 
been. 

Lord LcugbborQugh took the oppofite fide of the queftion, Lord 
iii reply to the Lord Chancellor, whofe arguments he fol- Loughbo* 
lowed, and combated, upon what he termed indifpu tableau- '"'^"S** 
thorilies; authorities, which he aflerted to be clearly and in- 
con tro vert ibjy the doflrine of the law of Parliament, as 
founded in reafon, fupported by ufage, and uniformly afled. 
upon, as undeniable precedents proved. 

His Lordfliip entered at^arge intb the hiftory of writs of 
error, and reafon ed from it to fhew, that they continued^ 
and were not abated by either prorogation or diflolution. He 
maintained, that the only difference betw^cen prorogation and 
adjournment was, that the latter was the a6l of either Houfe 
of Parliament j and the former the a6l of the Crown, both ai 
them operating to the fame cfFedl, viz. to adjourn Parlia- 
ment. 

In reply to the Lord Chancellor's doflritie, that abftrad^- 
edly, and in the true fenfe of the word, prorogation meant 
the power of adjourning the day of meeting before a Par- 
iiament;, or fefEon of Parliament had afTembled^ and not any 
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fubfequent adjournment of the Houfe, as it was now prae- 
tifed. Lord Loughborough faid^ that without referring to 
# the abftraS fenfe of the word * prorogation,' the ufual ap- 

plication of it was the point that could alone be worth con- 
iideration. Withcat,,^ therefore, calling upon the learning 
that had been difplayed in the definition of the word by the 
noble and learned Lord on the woolfack, it was fufficient 
for his argument, that he talked of the light, and annexed 
to it the meaning, in which nine perfons out of ten would fay 
they faw and underftood it. 

His Lordfhip alfo controverted the Lord Chancellor's doc- 
trine, that the Houfe of Commons did not impeach, in the 
lutae of all the people of England ; and he afierted that they 
did emphatically profecute in tliename, and on the behalf, of 
all the people of England. The noble and learned Lord, he 
obferved, had faid, that the Houfe of Commons did not really, 
hut orfly virtually, reprefent the people of England ; but 
the fadl, he contended, was, that they were fent to Parlia- 
ment as reprefentatives of the whole people, by thofe quali- 
fied to chufe reprefentatives ; and the cleareft proof of ^this 
that could bie adduced was, and a ftronger need not be fought 
after than that which the noble and learned Lord had Iiimfelf 
ftated, viz. the power of the Commons to grant fupplies. 
What was it, he afked, conveyed the money into the public 
coffers out of the pockets of the people of Jill ranks and de- 
fcriptions individually ? The vote, he anfwered^ of the 
Houfe of Commons, who were confti.tutionally vefted with 
the funQions and powers of voting the money of 'all the 
people, to apply the money fo voted to the promption of thQ 
-, general ijiterefl of the whole. 

But the noble and learned Lord had faid, that the Houfe of 
Commons voted the money of their Lordftiips, as well as th^ 
money of the Commons of England. It was true they did 
Co ; but when ? l^ot before their Lordfliips, in their parlia- 
mentary capacity, had perfonally fignified their con fent to 
fiich votes. It was therefore moft indifputable, that the 
Houfe of Commons reprefented all the people of England, 
and voted and profecuted in their name and behalf. Their 
Lordfliips voted for them felves; and had the fingle advan- 
tage of being the Judges before whom popular profecut ions 
of the firft and hlgheft order, viz. irq peach men ts, were, 
brought to trial by the Houfe of Commons, who, on tho(<5 
occafions, wefe the accufers. 

In fettling the conftitution, hisLordftiip faid, everything 
that was fingle and indlvifible was wifely lodged with their 
Lordfliips; every thing that was divifible, was given equally 
to the two Honfes, after the fepardtion of the Parliament^ 
and the clifco^tinuiince of the anfieiit cuftom pf the Parli:^* 
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ment^ (both Lords and Commons) fitting in one chamber, 
and under one roof. Hence every thmg that was judicial 
was veiled in that Houfe, and every thingof a legiflative na- 
ture divided equally between the two; and this it was that 
gave the true poife and character to our conftitution ; a mo- 
narch y> fomething of an ariflocracy, and a ibber aad tempe- 
rate democracy, conftituting its frame. 

Let not their Lordlhips, therefore, a<£l incautioufly with 
regard to the popular partof theconilitution! let them look 
about them, and be warne^ ! let them not deny that the 
people were any thing, left they compelled them to think 
they were every thing. Having faid this very emphaticallyt 
his Lordihip obferved, that the formal caufe of their parlia- 
mentary powers had been confounded with the efficient caufe. 
The writ of fummons, he faid, was merely the formal cauie 
of their being aflembled as a Parliament, but that their efla- 
cient parliamentary privileges and fundlions derived ihenv- 
felves from the conftitution iifelf, and were uniformly the 
fame; andthis'was fo obvious, that he was rather aftoniftied 
that it fliould have been at all miftaken. 

Having cleared up this, his Lordfliip went into a detail of 
the cafes to be found rn the volume on the, table, and in the 
pamphlets which had been written on the fubje£l, many d 
which, he faid, were extremely ingenious, and highly ufeful 
to any individual who wifhed to make hirafelf mafter of the 
fubjea. He declared it had fallen in his way to have read 
moft of them, and/ he held himfelf much obliged to the re- 
fpedlive writers for the very eflential afliftance they had af- 
forded him. He went through the particulars of the im- 
peachment of the five Popifli Lords,. that of Lord Danby, 
that of the Earl of Stafford, that of Lord Salifl)ury, and 
others, down to that of Lord Oxford, of which he only faid 
a few words, (^ferving, that as it had been already fuffici- 
cntly difcuffed in the courfe of the debate, he would noti at 
folate an hour, trcfpafs farther on the time of the Houfe. 
He mentioned the chara£ler of Lord Nottingham in terms 
of the higheft panegyric, and faid, that it was a fingular cir- 
cumftance, that in times when men's fame was liable to be 
deftroyed by the guft of calumny, and to be wounded by the 
fhafts of detradion, was fo common, that few who aded at 
all in public life, and mixed in the politics of the day, ©f- 
caped unhurt, Lord Nottingham ftiould have paffed through 
that dif^cult period, filling great offices, and ftandmg in an 
elevated ftation, without having his charadter once tainted 
by the breath of defamation, his integrity once queftioned^ 
or his knowledge, his judgement, or his firmnefs, and fteady 

perfeverance ia re6litude, difputed. 

His 


2o8 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791, 

m 

His Lordfhip laid great llrefs on Lord Nottingham's fa- 
mous fpeech to the new Parliament, after one of the diflb- 
lutionsi fuppofed to have had their origin in order to defeat 
I the then depending impeachment. By that fpeech, in which 
Lord Nottingham (then Chancellor) earneftly exhorted the 
Lords to pay due attention 'to the preceding impeachments, 
it was evident what^Lord Nottingham's opinion on the fub- 
jedl of conxinuance of impeachments was. 

His Lordfliip alfo jneptioned the circaraftance in Lord 
Danby's cafe of the King's taking the Great Seal and affixing 
it to the pardon of the Lord High Treafurer himfelf, and 
fubfcribing it with his own hand ; on which account the 
Houfe of Commons, then in exiftence, had refufed, inoft 
virtuoufly and conftitutionally, to fuffcr the pardon to be 
pleaded in bar of the impeachment. 

The/ whole tenor of his Lordfliip's argument, in all its 
parts, went to prove, that a continuance of profecutions by 
impeachments had been recognized in theory, and adled upon 
praflically, in far the greater variety of inftances, that had 
occurred in profecutions of that fort. In the courfe of his 
fpeech he again and again fhewed that if the cafe were other- 
wife, and the Crown could, by a diflblution, put an end to 
' an impeachment, that mode of profecution, defervedly ad- 

mired as it was by foreign writers, and defcribed by Mon- 
tefquieu as the moft beautiful feature of our conflitution, 
would become a means of efcape to the guilty, and a cruel 
weapon of injuftice to the innocent. It would then be an 
impofTibility to get at a bad Minifler, let his mifdemeanors 
and crimes be ever fo enormous; our much-boafted conftitu- 
tion would lofe one of its befi: fecurities, and minifterial re- 
fponfibjlity would become merely nominal. * 

In the courfe of his fpeech, his Lordfliip pomted outthfe 
fallacies of Sir George JefFeries, and other Court fychop- 
hants, in a ,reign of fervility and courtly complaifance, and 
refted his argument, for his conflitutional do6^rines, on the 
authorities of Chief Juftice Hale, Lord Clarendon, Judge 
Holt, and above all, Mr. Juftice Fofter, who was, he fa id, 
thebeitconiVitutional Lawyer that ever wrote on the fubjeS, 
and from whofe works he would, with the leave of the 
Houfe, read a paflage on nnpeachments perfeftly in point. 
His Lordfhipthen read an extradi^ peculiarly appofite to the 
fubjedl, which fpoke of the procefs of impeachment as an in- 
flance " of the conftant adlivity of the con fti tut ion," which 
"^lent a fpirit and a vigour to the whole, far fuperior to any 
thing to be found equal to it in the conftitutions of other 
countries. After inGfting upon this circumftance, and the 
I effential advantage of impeachments, in a conftitutional point 

of view, his Lordiliip finiihed a fpeech; the delivery of which 
1 kept 
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kept his Lofplhlp on his legs for nearly two hours aftd a ^ 

half, with declaring that he fhould give his vote for the quef • 
tion moved by t/ie noble Baron> feeling himfelf ripe to pro- 
ceed to do fo without farther delay. « 

Lord Kenyan prefaced his fpeech with declaring, that he ^^^^ 
had not intended to have faid a word upon the fubjedt that KenyoA; 
^ay, as he really had not imagined that the debate could have 
taken place fo foon; being led to expeft from all that he had 
heard upon inquiry, that the fole bufinefs'of that day would 
have been to refer the report of the Committee on the taW^> 
(accompanied by fome queftions, in his mind, effentialto the 
only proper means of fully difcufSng th^ fubje£l) to the 
Committee of Privileges, and that there Would have been at 
leaft an interval of eight and forty hours previous to the prin- 
cipal difcuffion taking place. Finding however, his Lord- 
fliip faid, that the debate had unexppdtedly taken a different 
turn, and fuppofirtg that it was expeif^ed, ivpm the llation he 
held that he fhould deliver his fentitnents, he rofe to do fo, 
but he would neither deal in extravagant encomium on im» 
peachnients, nor in inve(3ivesagainft.them» 

He thought it right to declare in the onfet, that the volume 
of precedents on the table had unfortunately come out fo 
late, that by the time it was delivered, he was engaged iii 
the difcharge of his official duty, and in confequence had not . 
been able to read a fingle page of the report. Having acicnow- 
ledged this^ his Lordftiip faid, he was aware that it might be 
faid to him, *' if you profefs yourfelf ignorant of thefe pre- 
" cedents, why do you prefume to give your opinion on the 
" fubjedtr" In anfwer, he fhould fay, that he had forined hia 
opinion on oth^ grounds, which fell within his reach, and 
which rendered nim fully competent to make up his mind to 
the matter. 

Having premifed this, his Lordfliip folemnly exhorted 
their Lordfliips to cqnfider that they had not the fingle cafe 
of an individual before them; the rtile they laid down that 
evening would affedl their own fame and fortunes, lives and 
properties, whenever they or their defccndants might happen 
to be tried for treafons, in C9mnT»on as they would propor- 
tionably afFe£l thofe of every other defcription of His Ma- - 
jelly's fubjefts, when tried for mifdemeanors only; their 
Lordfhips ought therefore to be fure that ihey did not lay" ^ 

down a rule, which, however it might at iirft fight appear to ^ ^ ^ 

be prudent and proper, might be liable, \ when brought into, 
eneral operation, to prove pregnant with inconvenience, mif-' 
hief and danger. Their Lordfliips, he faid, ought to aft in > 

cafe of that kind, as if they were aware that they were 
bout to dip their hands in the blood of their fellow fubjefls. 
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The whole of thequeilion^ Ms Lordfhip faid, appeared to 
him to lie between the two refolutions, that of 1678 and that 
t>f 1685, upon which his Lordfliip defcanted at fome length. 
Oneof them, hefaid, had, as it was well known, been made 
on the fpur of an occaflon, which was a bad feature in any 
rule that was meant to apply generally in future, and what 
was fiill worfe, that refolution was meant, as it afterwardf 
turned out, to be calculated to countenatice the aiTafTination 
of an individual under colour of law. Whatever, while 
.their paffions were waim and their- prejudices, ftrong, men 
might think of the conviftion and fenlence of the unfortvnatb 
ViTcount Stafford, he believed there was no man now, when 
reafon had refumed her feat, and fober reflexion had fuc- 
ceeded to the violence of party feeling, but was ready to agree 
with him in pronouncing the execution of Lord Stafford a 
legal murder, 

• After coirt meriting upon tins fa£t, his Lord (hip ftated 
that there were three diftindl: confiderations which ought to 
Wei oh with their Lordfhip*?, in deciding upon every queilion 
of criminal ju (lice, as well in the fu peri or mode of proceed- 
ing by impeachment, as the inferior proceflfes in the lower 

•Courts, viz. that they were not only to view the conftitu- 
tional right of the Commons to impeach, and their own 
' fun61ion8 in the charadter of Juc^ges upon all trials of im- 

peachment, hut that there was a third part, viz. thepartv 
ace u fed ; who ought ever to be confidered as entitled to their 
juftice and their prote£lion^ and to be regarded with huma- 
nity, i 
His Lorddiip confeffed himfelf at a lofs to comprehend; 
what a noble and learned Lord meant, by 'denying that the 
'writ'of fummons was thefource of their authority and power> 
as Members of a Houfe pf Parliament, aSing irt a judicial 
capacity. In his own cafe, he well kitiew that His Majefty'^^ 
writ, conftituting him to fill that fittfation, which he ui ' 
worthily held, gave him the right to^dge all thofe caul 
that were brougiit before him* It did not certainly fpecil 
ivhat thofe cautes were to be; but it gave him that auth( 
rity, without which he could not have taken his feat on tl 
bench of Judgemerit. In like manner, he could not hai 
come into that Houfe to a£l as one of Mr. Haftings'sjudg* 
P had not His Majefty's- writ of fummons called him (here. 
, was undoubtedly true. Lord Kenyon faid, that Mr. Juft'i 

• Poller was, as a noble and learned Lord had termed him,^ 
great legal authority ; but Mr. Joflice Fofter, in one part 
his writings, fupportedthe abatement of a diffolution; adj 
fure he was, Mr. Juftice Folder would not havecountenan< 

*- f ^ dangerous an idea, as fuffering i^ to be infinuated tl 

thrf were to confider the law as it ought to be, and not tl 

I 


A.ij^t. DEBATES. »aix 

law as it was. The latter, and no other, ought to be their 
rule of conduA* He faid, if dry legal reafoning, and a ftri£t 
attention to forms of pradice, (on which fubftantial juftice 
depeniied) were unpleafant to their Lordfhips, they had bet- 
ter not call on lawyers for their opinions, but either fend 
them out of the Houfe, or not fuffer them to babble there. 

His Lordihip fpoke of Chief Jufticc Hale in terms of ftrong 
praife, declaring that it was an undoubted h&y that Chief 
Juftice Hale would never fit on a criminal caufe, becaufe he 
doubted the authority of Cromwell to try any fuch caufes. 
His Lordfhip faid, he was in great hopes that what had been 
laid down "vvith (b much weight by the fioble and learned 
Lord on the woolfack, wouUl have been adopted, and that 
they woiild have, referred the matter to a Committee of Pri- 
vileges. Such a line of condu^ would, he thought, have 
lent a folen^nity, a grace, and a dignity to their proceedings, 
which he could not but feel that a confideration of fo much 
magnitude abiblutely required. 

The Earl of Guildford apologifed for rifing at fo Jate an E^;l of 
hour, v?hich be afcribed to his wifli to hear the arguments Guildf9r4. 
of the firft legal authorities in that Houfe, before he delivered 
his own opinion, but that he would not trouble them long. 
He began by exprefiing his aftonifhipent that any aoble Lord 
ihould call for farther delay. He, for one, was ripe to de- 
cide the main queflion then ; and even had he been in douhr, 
and undetermined before, what he had heard that night would 
have fettled his doubts, and convinced him, that confidering 
the law as it was, and not as it ought to be, as their Lord- 
ihips had been defired to do, thp law undoubtedly was, that 
an impeachment did not abate by a diilblution. He reminded 
their Lordihi-ps, that the queftion had been before the Houfe 
three months ; if therefore, as the noble and learned Lord 
who was worthily placed in the firfl office of the criminal 
law, had told them, that delay would give grace and dignity 
to the profecotion, it had already had that grace and. dig* 
nity. Any (arther delay muft, he lhoul4 conceive, be an 
pfelefs procraftination. 

The npble and learned ^ord had talked of humanity; the 
i^ueftion, he underflood, was a queftion of law, and th$ 
principle of our law was always humane ; any other huma- 
nity, therefore, would be foreign to the confideration, when 
they were toconfider the law as it was. His Lordfhip faid 
it might be equally conducive to the ends of juftice and of 
humanity, that a perfon accufed by an impeachment ihould 
have as early an opportunity afibrded him as the nature of 
the cafe would admit, of making his defence and clearing 
himfelf, if poffible, from the load of obloquy and aggravation 
#f guilt that might have been heaped upon him pending an 

f C 3i impeach* 


213' PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791, 

impeachment. If therefore an impeachment abated byadif- 
folution of Parliament, an innocent man, (for fo ought every 
man to be confidered, till he was proved to be otherwife) 
would be deprived of the only me^ns of proving his innocence, 
apd thus ftamped with infamy, which he would^icver wip« 
away during the remainder of his life. His Lordibip laid 
Ngreat {lref« o|i this, and on the power that a bad Minifter 
would have to fcreen himfelf, and perfecutehis political foes^ 
if the dodtrine were to obtain, thz^t an impeachment abated 
gn a diflblution of ParJifiroent. Should tbaf: doftrine ever be 
yevivpd, his Lordfliip faid, impeachments would no longer be 
looked up to as the fifft grand mediwii of criminal profecur 
tion for delinquents whofe crimes came not within the reach 
of the ordinary courfe of Juftice, but they would be cod- 
>5erted into injftruments of tyranny, under colour o&law, to 
iqreeti the guilpy, wliile they cou^d not he of any fdryice tQ 
the innocent* 

His Lordfliip denied, that the writ of fummons gave Mem-s 
hers of that Hpufe their fund^jons. The writ, indeed, 
fummoned them tq meet at Wellminfter, hut they poffefled 
the right of being Judges, as their ancefiors had done before 
them, as a matter of indifputable hereditary right. It liad 
heen faid, he ohfefvod, tl^at there were no longer tlie fame ac- 
qufers. Thqfe who argued thus, forgot that the majority of 
the new Houfe of Commons was the fame' as had fat in tlie 
former Houfe, and when they came into Weftminfter hall, 
they would probably find the fame individual accufers ma- 
naging the impeachment. His Lordfliip. in a general way 
touched pn th^ pafes of Lord Danby, l,ord Salifl^ury, Lord 
Peterborough, ^nd the Earl of Oxford; and after an able 
fpeech in fiippprt of the original queflion, concluded with re? 
tupijpg thanks to their Lordfhips for their indulgence. 

LprdKing Lof d ^if^ faid, he was amazed that the noble Earl who had 
ji|ft fat down, (hould have ventured to h^ve taken any part 
"" in the debate. The noble Earl had himfelf been an accufer, 

and it vyas, in his niind, h'ghly indepent for any noble Lord 
io circumflanced, to interfere witb^tbe order of proceeding), 
theinftant they became one of th^udges. Lord King faid, 
his opinion that day was, that^jrfPy fliould not fuddenly bo 
fent into W^ftmjnfter hall witholt having at all confidered 
the precedents on the table, becaufe he faw no ufe in hayinff 
appointed a Committee to n^ake fo vpluniiqous a report, if 
they were tp pafs it by, and take po npticeof^t, before they 
decided on the general queftio^- 
]parl of The Earl of Guildford afked if there was any thing indecent 

Quiidfprd in having exercifed his right as a Peer tp deliver his opinion or^ 
great conftitutional queftion, becaufe he liad been a Member 
of tjie Houf^ of Coinrapns vyhqn the impeachipent liad beei\ 

votedj 


*•» 
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voted ? He had certainly, hU Lordfhip faid, cancarred in 
that impeachment, though he had never concerned himfelf 
in the managen^ent or progrefs of it fince. The queftion of 
that night was not the little cafe of Mn Haftings, but a great 
conilitutional queftion, whether impeachments did or did 
not abate on a diiTolution of Parliament? If the noble Lord» 
thought no Peer, who had not fat in that Houfe above three 
years, had a right to deliver his fentimeots, or to ezercife 
the fun<%ions common to them all, viz. that of fltting as 
Judges on every impeachment that came before them, fure he 
was, the Court, when they were called on by their duty to 
go into Weflminfter hall, would be thinned of its Judges 
more than the noble Lord perhaps might wifli. But if it was 
indecent in him to deliver his opinion on a queftion that af- 
k&ed not only their rights and funflions as Peers of Parlia- 
ment, tut one of the mod eilential points of the conilitution, 
(involving in it no lefs than the refponfibility of Minifters,) 
heprefumed it could not be more indecent in him to deliver 
hh fentiipents, than it had been in the noble Secretary of 
i>tate, (who fo much to his own honour and their Lord fliips' 
advantage, bad diftinguiihed himfelf fo eminently as the head 
^f the Board that framed and drew up that voluminous report 
on the table,) or in the noble and learned Lord fo wortliily 
fet at the head of the criminal juflic^ of the kingdom* Not 
^lat he meant to paft the lead cenfure on cither of them, he 
knew their pondu^ had been commendable ; he would not 
fay thqit hi$ pwi) ponduA had b^n (:ommendable, but at leaft 
IfC trufted, that he had not been guilty of an improprietyt 
piuch lefs of any indecency in his condudi tliat day. 

[An approving cry of)iear| hear! from all parts of the 
Jloufe.] 

Lord GrenviUe rofe and purfued the fteps of Lord North, ^''d 
(whpin he termed his noble friend,) in defending himfelf GrcnviUe* 
i€Oi\i the imputation of having adbed either improperly or 
indecently, in taking an adlive part in the bufinefs then be- 
fore them. His Lordfhip faid, if the noble Earl, who f|>oke 
)(ift, dj^ferved cenfure for having delivered his opinion, how 
much more muft he merit condemnation, for having pre- 
fun^ed to give his fentiments tp the Houle, fince he made na 
fcruple to confefs, that he had ftood* forward in the other 
Houfe of Parliament as an advocate for the impeachment, 
^nd, by fpeaking and voting, done every thing in his power 
to promote it, becaufe he thought there was matter of charge 
enough in thp articles, to make an impeachment necefiary for 
the national honour, and for the ends of national juftiqe.-— * 
When acting as an accufer, lie had done his duty, and do 
inore; but called upon as he then was, by a change of fitu- 
^ion, to a£l as a Judge, he trufled he fiiould do his duty 
„' like Wile,* 
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likewife, and God forbid that he (hould be in the leaft influ- 
enced by his paA condufb, as an accufer ! 

The motion then before their Lordfhips, Lord Grenville 
faid, had no relation to Mr. Haftings; andthofe who viewed 
it in that point did not properly confider its importance; 
which was of infinitely greater magnitude than a qcieftion re- 
lative to an individual. With regard to any obje£tion that 
might betaken to him, on account of his lately having the 
honopr of a feat in that Houfe, or to any other noble Lord 
on that account, the argument had no weight whatever in 
his mind, nor ought to have any on the minds of their Lord* 
fhips, becaufe it was a circumfiance incidental to all iinpeach- 
ments, whether they continued only one feffion of rarlia- 
ment, or ten feffions. Befides, the argument on that head 
would extend infinitely farther than the noble Lord who 
had dated it feemed to be aware of. It would ferve equally 
as an argument on the appointment of every new-made Bif- 
hop, or the eleflton of a new Peer of Scotland, much more 
fuch a change as the general eledlion ufually occafioned. In 
fbort. Lord Grenville faid, there would be no end to fuch an 
cbjedtion ; it was of a fort that could not be made applica- 
ble in any cafe where the trial of an impeachment took more 
than a fingle day. 

Having put this argument in a perfpicuous and ftrong point 
of view, his Lordfliip proceeded to argue the main queftion, 
and began that part of his fpeech with declaring, that what 
he had hinted at as his opinion, when he lad troubled their 
Lordfliips, had been fully confirmed by what he had heard in 
the courfe of the debate ; in which the queftion, he was con- 
vinced, had been as fully debated, and as ably dtfgufied, as it 
would have been, had the report been referred to a Copimittee 
of privileges. His Lordfhip proceedei^ to ftate his argument 
in detail, promifing tlieir Lordfliips to prefs his reafons into 
as fmall a compafs as he poflibly could. So amply however 
had his Lord (hip con fidered thefubjefl:, and fo abty prepared 
was he, to reafon it in every point of view, that he was nearly 
two hours delivering his fentinaents, which he did, with z 
great degree of accutenefs and folid argument. 

His Lordfliip fpent a principal part of his fpeech in con- 
Cdering and examining the two refobtions that of 1678 and 
tTsat of 1685, which (to ufe his own phrafe,) he traced to all 
their bearings on the queftion before the Houfe. He alfo 
fpokeof the different cafes that had been alluded to by differ- 
ent Lords, and anfwered many points of the Lord Chancel- 
lor's fpeech, particularly holding up to their Lordftiips, what 
would be the fituation of a party accufed by the Commons, 
if the Crown, for its own purpofes, or the Minifter, froni 
political views of his own, ha4 it ia either of their powers^ 
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by the manoeuvre of a diflblution of Parliaments to pat a flop 
to a trial on articles of impeachment, either before the pri- 
foner bad made his defence, or before judgement was pro- 
nounced, or in any way fo, he would, ho|vever, fay, as 
to leave the proceeding unfinillied. He prefented the reverfe 
of thepidure alfo, and (hewed moft unanfwerably, that the 
exigence of the conftitution itfelf would be at the mercy of a 
Minifter, if fuch a power was fuffer<;d to exift in any free 
country. 

Lord King rofe again, and faid, ndtwithftanding the fhout LordKin^ 
of hear ! hear ! he had not thought it neceiTary to rife, when 
the noble Earl near him fat down after his reply ; he would, 
however, now fay that he had not meant any perfonal offisnce 
to the noble Earl or to his noble friend, but.llill lie thought 
thofe, who had fo lately been accufers, ought not fo early to 
take an a£live part as Judges. If either of the noble Lords 
<;hofe to walk into Weftminfler hall as a Judge, he had not . 
the ilightefl obje<£lion; but he did not wifh to be forced to go 
there himfelf rafhly, and with the voluminous report on the 
table wholly nnconfidered. 

Lord Lanfdowriy who had rifen as foon as Lord Grenville Lord 
fat down, faid, that when he had taken the liberty of recom* Lanfdowm 
mending it to their Lordfliips to go into a Committee of 
privileges, he had, among other reafons, done fo, in ord^r to 
prevent what he was afraid would happen, and which aftually 
had taken place, viz. that if the debate uppn the motion 
went on, it would continue to fo late an hour, that noble 
Lords would be rendered unable to ftate their opinions fully* 
That was, his Lordfliipfaid, precifely the cafe with himfelf; 
the late hour and the fatigue their Lordfhips had undergone, 
having made! it impoffible for him to attempt to deliver his 
fentiments at any length* 

Having premifed this, his Lordfhip faid he muft utterly 
deny the principles that had been laid down in the courfe of 
the debate, as the leading principles of the law of Patliament ; 
fo far from it, the uniform pradlice of Parliament went di- 
rc6lly in the teeth of fuch fuppofed principles. Their Lord- 
fliips, he contended, had no right to go in fearch of extra- 
neous ground of argument, and to reafon upon fanciful de- 
dufiions of analogy, but were bound to be governed by pre- 
cedent, where precedent was conformable to law and reafon^ 
and not on the fpur of the occafion to make a new cafe. His 
Lordfhip ftated the difficulties in which legal confiderations 
involved every man, who had no profeffional knowledge ; in 
particular, he ftated the abfurdity of the law in the cafes of 
wills; landed property defcending, and perfonal property af- 
cending. The Marquis mentioned other abfurdities of law, to 
warn their Lordfliips from wandering out of the cafe, declat- 

ing 
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Ing that they were fconfined to the fimple and fingle confide- 
ration of the law as it Aood- It was not to be confidered as 
the cafe of an individual, bpt as a general rule of law, of 
which they were eftablifhing or violating a precedent, and 
therefore, exclaimed his Lordfhip " perifh ten thoufand Mr. 
^ • ^^ Haftings, rather than one. atom of the law as it ftaiids, 
« mould be difturbed!" 

It had well been faid, the Marquis obferved, by :t noble 
and learned Lord at the head of thecriminul Juftice of th« 
kingdom, that the whole queftion lay between the refolution 
of 1678 and the refolution of 1685^ His Lordlhip argued 
upon thefe two refolutipns, contending, that as the reiblu- 
tion 1685 annulled that of 1678, the refolution of 1685 was 
clearly to be taken as the rule of proceeding, and was appli- 
cable to the prefent cafe. In order to make out this, the 
Marquis went into the hiftory of the two periods, and faid, 
he had been highly pleafed on hearing the encomiums pafled 
by a noble and learned Lord, on that great character, iDy 
Lord Nottingham, than .whom, a man of mqre ftrift inte- 
grity, profound knowledge of law, and ftrong fenfe, nevef 
held the high office of Chancellor of England. It was, he 
faid, on Lord Nottingham that he tefted his opinion entirely ; 
an opinion fully confirmed by what he had heard fince he 
came into^the Houfe. He meant that Lord Nottinghanx 
fhould fpeak for himfelf, for he declared, he held him in his 
hand, and when their Lordihips had heard him, he fhould be 
furpri7>ed if they were not ixs fully convinced as he was.' 

Before, however, he read a fyllable of Lord Nottingham'* 
own writing, his Lordfhip faid, he held himfelf bound to 
ftate how the work fell into his hands. He begged their 
Lordfliipn therefore to know, th.ithe was a great colleflor, a 
much greater indeed, than lie was a reader; that he had pur- 
chafed many manufcrlpts of Mr. XTar and Mr, Weft, names 
well known, and, ar)iong others, the manufcript he held \a 
his hand was one. His Lordfhip then read a leflimonial of 
the authenticity of the manufcript which was figned by the* 
tranfcriher, who declare that the copy he wrote it from, was 
lentjiim by Arthur Onflow, Efq. Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons, (at the time that the teftimonlil was dated) who 
affnred him, that he (A. O. Efcj.) had the MS. from a perfon 
of charafler, (naming him) and that perfoti aiTerted it to be a 
correct copy of a genuine letter of the late Lord Nottingham 
on the fubjefl of Lord Danhy's cafe, written in the year 1683; 
and in 1684 th^rMaiquis faid. Lord Nottingham died. Ex- 
clufive of this teftimonial, his Lordfhip faid, the MS. bor« 
internal proof of its having been the work of Lord Notting- 
ham. Having premifed this, the Marquis reiid a paflage of 
the MS, referring to the refolution of 1678, and declaring 

tha 
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hat it muft be revifed, and-corre£led, for that in the firft 
place it was a miftake to fuppofe that an impeachment went 
on from Parliament to Parliament. It could not be» &c.— - . 
His Lordfliip in fa£l contradi6ied what had been the prevail* 
ing opinion of thofe. times. Having with great propriety and 
force of emphafis read the whole paflage. his Lordfhip coni- 
inented upon the application of it, obferving ultimately that 
as it was fo much Arong^r than any arguments he could ad- 
duce at that late hour of the night, he would trefpafs on their r 
Lordfhips time no farther, but would content himfelf with 
oppofing the main motion, although he could not heIpob(erv« 
ing, that a certain defcription of nobk Lords had been coa* 
vened on purpofe to caVry the queftion. 

Lord Loughborough rofe again, and fald, he had it in com- x.or4 
mand from a noble Earl, at prefent Lord Prefident of the Loughbe- 
Council, to do that for him, which the late hour, and ex- rough, 
treme fatigue, would not permit him to do for himfelf, viz, 
to ftate that the noble Earl's opinion coincided with hisowrt, 
and that he had left with him an opinion of Selden^ that the 
new Parliament, in the impeachment of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, did hold, that they might, if they had chofen it» 
have called upon their Lordfliips for judgement againft the 
Duke; a clear proof that they did not think the impeachment 
was at an end ! Lord Loughborough, faid, he had another 
high authority to quote, viz. that of a learned and venera« 
ble Earl, who had authorifed him to fay, that if the prefent 
queAion were carried, it would be ftriflly conformable to the 
law of Parliament, and confident with precedents. With 
regard to what the noble Marquis had read as a MS. of Lord 
Nottingham, they, his Lordfliip faid, were in poiTefSon of 
the beft pfopf of Lord Nottingham's opinion, viz. their owa 
joumaU, which contained the noble and learned Earl's fpeech, 
a fpeech which Lord Nottingham did not contradi^, when 
lie afterwards fat as Lord High Steward, on the trial of th? 
Earl of^ Stafford^ There might alfo, his Lordfliip faid, be 
feme reiGifonable degree of doubt entertained as to the authen- 
ticity of the MS. read by the noble Marquis. 

The Marquis oi Lanjdown in vindication of the authentl- MarquisL 
city of the letter of Lord Nottingham, faid, he would not of Lanf- 
have prefamed to have produced the MS. bad he eatertained down, 
the fmalleft doubt of it$ authenticity, on the contrary, he 
had no doubt whatever on the fubjedt. If, however, upon 
inquiry, it fliould not prove authentic, the Marquis declared^ * 
he would be the firft to ftate that it was fpurious. With re- 
gard to the degree of credit due to its declaratiojis, he could 
not but think a letter written in a man's clofet, the year-be- 
fore he died, deferved more credit than any public addrefsof 
a public man ; and the more efpecially, as in 1685 the very 
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qrcumftance Lord Nottingham in his letter predidled, hap- 
pened, viz. ths revifion of tfiereforutfon of 1678, and a nevr 
Tefolntion entered into to annul it. Tlie Marquis faid, he 
had underftood that Lawyers did hold themfelves warranted 
profeflionally to ft rain their fincerity a little, and alTume an 
appearance of helief in favour of their clients, which they 
did not really feel. The noble and learned Lord beft knew 
whether the fa6l were fo or not, as he underftot d the profef- 
fional track which Lawyers purfued, better than he could be 
fuppofed to do, but he would not prefurae to fay that they 
did aS in that way ; it was not for him to put fuch a matter to 
the quefti'on. 
Xd.Chan- The Lor ^l Chan a llor fsiiij when he laft left the woolfack, 
cellor. he had alluded to the fame opinions of Lord Nottingham, 
which he underftood to be, that, before the year 1678, as 
the law then ftood, and as afterwards confirmed by the refo- 
Jution of 1685, an impeachment abated on the diflblution of 
Parliament, but might be renewed in the next Parliament, 
and the fame evidence, given before, was adduceable as 
proofs, and might be ftated upon the renewal of the impeach- 
ment. 

Lord King thinking he had been mifanderftood, faid a fe\f 
words in explanation. 
Bilbopof TheBifliopof Salijbury fai^, it was not his intention to 
Sahibury. jjj^^.^ j^jf^,, ^\^^^ jgy to'fay a viford to the queftion, had not 
the noble Marquis in his laft fpeech app rently addrefled him- 
felf acrofs the Houfe to the Bench on which he and his reve- 
rend brethren fat, and declared, " that he faw a certain fet 
** of Lords were convened for the purpofe of carrying the 
^' queftion.** If by that declaration the noble Marquis meant 
to caft any fuch imputation on him, the Biftiop declared, he 
could not fit eafy or filent under it, becaufe he wa&confcious 
that he had not been convened for any given purpofe, npr 
would he ever come down tb anfwer any man's purpofe. He 
came down that day to vote according to his confcience ; be 
'had liftened with attention to all that had been faid upon what 
he confidered as a great conftitutional queftion, and with a 
mind perfedtly open to convi6lion ; but notwithftanding what 
had fallen with fo much weight and authority from the noble 
Lord on the woolfack, and from the other noble and learned 
Lord near him, (Lord Kenyon) he muft fay that he was con- 
firmed \ti thinking with other noble Lords that the trial muft 
continue. 
Lord Lord Lanfdfmun rofe to explain. He faid, he meant nothing 
Lanidown p^^fonal to the Rev. Prelate, or any on that Bench in parti- 
cular; but, when he talked of ** Lords being convened to 
** carry the queftion,* he acknowledged that he took in the 
JJench of Biihops, together with many other noble Lords.— 
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The Marquis then went on, in a tone of irony, to fay* that 
Jie was fure the Rev. Prelate could have no bias, no preju- 
dice in favour of Miniftry; tha^hedid not fet hismindonthp 
things of this world ; the noble Prelate looked for a better, 
not to jiny thing like temporalities, tr^flations, or prefer- 
ments. Indeed he had foimerly ha4 perfonal occafionXo know 
how little inclined the Rev. Prelate was to better his fitpar- 
tion, or how little anxious he was to ^ufh his intereil for 
preferment. 

The Bifiiop of SaJi/iury rofe again, and after urging th^e Biftop of 
j[ndelic;acy, (the Biihop faid, he had altnoft ufed a more Itrong Salifbury. 
expreflion) of .l]uch an attack as the npble Marquis had 
thought proper to makson him, without any provoeatio.n on 
his part, fai(J, however his fituation had been changed by trans- 
lation for his greater eafe,, he had tpjthank .a benignant Sove- 
reign for his ^oodnefs, not at the requifition, but in oppofi- 
tion to the known wifhesofthe njoble Marquis. Eorn a 
younger brother, the BiJhop faid, he had no right to have 
.expected the good fortune tliat had attended him, aijd the 
more.efpecially as h^ had no pretenllpns Jtp fupprior learning 
or fuperior talents. He was contented where he w;as, and 
thankful to/jLJcind provideQpe, and a gracious King, for what 
he had; for no part o^ which, hQ:jivever, did I>e Hand in the 
fmalleft degree indebted to the noble Marquis. * 

With regard to the .Minifter, his Lordfliip faid, he was 
not perfonally acquainted with him; he h^d never aflj.ed'any 
favour of him, nor (hould he ever a(k anv ; but he could not 
help admiring his charafter aind conduct , and while he con- 
tinued to diftinguifh himfelf fo en^inently ;^s he had done^ ^by 
his private virtues and his public fervipes, he certain'j would 
give him hjsfupport; which he had as much ^ right to do, as 
the npbl^ M^rquJ3 had to fx& qthe riyife, ftandipg, as he did 
inthatHoufe, an independent Lord of Parliament. 

Called uppn perfonally in fo extraordinary a manner as he . 
had h^erv ^^^ Biftiop faid, he was objiged to fay what their 
Lordlbip^ had he;jrd fi om him ; otherwise he fliould have been 
afhamed to l^aye fpoV>en a fingle word about himfelf. His 
Lordfliip then repeated, that his pnly ohjecS had been con- 
fcientioufly tp give his opinion ;ind his vote, on what he 
could not confider othei wife, than a great conflitutional quef- 
Jion. 

The Marquis of Z/a«/2/<?7^«, rjfing onpe more, faid, that a Murquit 
name had been introduced into the debate which he certainly of l-anf- 
could not have alluded to, had it not been done by^inother, down, 
and he fo perfonally called upon to make fome reply. He 
beggf^d not to.be under flood as having in any fort attempted 
to Jimin (h the refpecfl dee to hi§ Sovereign, ,tp wboni^he 
p»Td too much to iufFer rt for a moment even to b? ioiagined, 
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that his Majcfty ever did any thing contrary to the advice of 
his Minlflers. Sure he was, that His Majefty never adted fo 
unconftilutionally. With regard to any improper warmth 
that he might have betrayed, the Marquis faid, the Rev. Pre- 
late had attacked him perfonally, and that naturally begot a 
reply, and although he meant no ofience to that right Rev. 
Prelate, he owed it to truth to declare, that the Rev. Pre- 
late was indebted to him for a part of His prefent* preferment, 
and that he never'had been alked for a favour with more im- 
portunity in the whole courfe of his life. 
' The Lord Chancellor ftopped this altercation, by putting 
the queftionon the amendment, move4by theEarlof Radnor^ 
when the Hbufe divided : ' , . 

' "" ' Contents — fio 

Not Contents " — 70 

Majority - — 50 

The original motion, *^ That a meflage be fent to acquaint 
<^ the Commons, that this Hpufe is ready to proceed in the 
f* trial of Warren Haftings> Efq.'* was then put, and the 
|iumbers were, 

' ' Contents rr s (6 

.Not Contents — 18 

. . ^ • .'. 

Majority — 48 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Tburfdayt igth May. 

Lord Grcnville prefented to the Houfe a meflage Cmilarto 
that prefented to the Houfe of Commons on Wednefday laft, 
relative to the eftafclilliment of the younger branches of His 
Majefty's Royal family, and the fame having been read by 
the Lord Chancellor, * ' * 

■ It was moved, ** That an hu^We addrefs be prefented to 
His Majefty, to return His Majefty the thanksl of this Houfe 
for his moft gracious meflage; and to aflure His Majefty that 
• this Houfe will moft heartily concur iil fuch meafures as the 

circumftances of the cafe may require, in making fuch pro- 
-Vifion as may bethought requifite for theeftablifliment of the 
younger branches of his Royal family." 

The faid addfefs was ordered to be prefented to His Majef^ 
ty by the Lords with white ftay^s. ' ^ 

The Hotife adjourned. 

Afonaay, z^dMay. 

This day the following petition of Warren Haftings, Efq, 
was prefented and rciid, praying that his trial might be 
^" ' * • trough: 
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brought to a cpnclufiqn before the next prorogation of Parl^- 

araent. 

To the right honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal it^ 

Parliament afTembled. 

The humble petition of Warren Haftings, Efq. late Governor 

General of Bengal, 

Shcweth* 

** That your petitioner having long waited in anxious ex^ 
pe^atioh of your Lordlhips' determination refpefiing his re- 
appearance at youV Lordfliips* bar, finds hhnfelf relieved 
from one fubjeft of fufpence, by being again brought before 
this high Court; and he has fo great a confidence in the juf- 
tice and dignity of your Lordfhips, as to believe that in this 
renewal pt a trial fo long depending* your Lordfliips mean to 
render it efieflual to the ends of fubftantial juftice, by profe- 
cuting it without delay, until it ihall reach its final termina* 
tion. 

" If fuch (hould be your Lordfliips? purpofe, your peti- 
tioner will accept it as the greateft bounty which he can re- 
ceive at the hands of your Lordfhips ; ^ut /hould his trial be 
adjourned over to another year, he trulls that he fliall not be 
coniidered as departing from tjie refpe<Jk which he bears to 
your Lord (hips, if he prefumes to fay, that he fhall feel it as 
an aggravation of the very feyere lot which it has been his 
misfortune to experience,' and of which he is the firft example 
in the jurifprudence of thi? kingdom, if in any other a prece^ 
dent can be found, of a criminal trial Being fufpended ovey 
iheliead of an individual, living under a fixed law and a ci- 
vilized Government, during fo long a period of his natural 
life, andfo neiar the clofe of it. 

" That four years are completely elapfed fince your peti- 
tioner was firft compelled to appear, at your Lord (hips^ bar, to 
hear read, and to anfwer to'the charge preferred againft hira 
by the late honourable Houfe of Commons, but that he com- 
putes'th^ origin 6t their impeachment from a much more dif- 
tant date, the firft notification of an accufatory procefs hav- 
ing been made fo long ago as June 178^, the procefs itfelf be- 
gun in February, 1786, and continued through one proroga- 
tion and many adjournments until May, 1787, when the im- 
peachment was carried to your Lordftiips* bar; fo that in ef- 
feft, though not in form, your petitioner has been the fuh- 
jeft of a criminal procefs before two Parliaments, and through 
"fix fucceffive years, yet his profecutors to this time have 
clofed their evidence upon three articles only, namely the 
firft, fecond, and fixth, omitting many points of thofearti- 
• cles; but feledling a very few points from the 7th and 12th, 
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us .explanatory of the 6th article. That your petittonj^r 
craves leave to reprefent, that he did in an early ftage of the 
firft inquiry caufe it to he reprefeoted to the late honourable 
Houfe of Commons as his earneft requeft, that if the faid 
^ Houfe of Commons fhould enter upon their journals any vote 

.of crimination or cenfure againft him, they woul4 be pleafed 
to allow your petitiqner the means of a fair and legal trial for 
the fame ; but that the obje£^ of your petitioner rn njiaking 
that requei} was, that he might be afforded the means of vin- 
dicating his charadter from the fouleft and moft unjaft afper- 
iions, but he has to lament that thofe afperfions Aiould hav^ 
been renewed and repeated from week to wqek^ f^Q^ month 
to month, and from year to year, without ^ny power of re- 
ply, or profpefl of time allowed him fpr his defence and acr 
quittaL That great as his reliance is on your Lordfhips'jof- 
tice, it is yet impoflible for him, judging froip pad eyperi- 
«nce, not to feel the apprehenfion^ pf farther delay, i^rhen he 
recolledts that the laft gre^at adjournment of the Court hel4 
by your Lordfhips in the preceding Parliament, was made 
on the 9th of June, and that in neither of the pre^ceding years 
did it fit later than the 7th of July ; that therefore the longeft 
interval which he can compute for what Remains pf this fef- 
fion of Parliament, \n its ordinary CQurf^ will be ir^fufficient 
to enable your petitioner to ent/er upon hi$ dpfence, much 
lefs to bring it to a conclufion, but that he will have to fuf- 
^ tain the intollerable grievance of feeing anojiher year of profe- 

cution added to the pad. ^ 

" Your petitioner therefore moft humbly and earneftly prays 
your Lordfhips to take the particular and unprecedented hard- 
ihips of liis cafe into confideration, and to adopt fuch rae»- 
fures as your wifdop may devife, for continuing the pro- 
ceedings of your Lordfliips' Court, fo that the trial may bs 
brpqght to a clofe, and judgement given before another pro- 
rogation of P;|irliament, your petitioner craving leave to af- 
fure your Lordfhips that no unneceflary delay (hall be made 
on his part, but that he will ende<^vopr |;q take up as fhort a 
time as poffiblc in his defence." 

The above was read,'^nd ordered to lie on the table. 
This day being appointed for the farther confideration of 
the trial of Warren H^iilings Efq.; their Lordfhips went into 
the great Court in Weflminiler hall j^b^^^t one o'clock, and 
after rhe ufual ceremonies obferved, and the proclamations by 
the Serjeant at Arms had been made, Lord Kenyon (who fat 
as Speaker for the Lord Chancellor) direfled the managers 
f^>r the Commons to make good their charges. Mr. St John, 
one of the managers, then came forward, and proceeded to 
open the fourth charge, and having concluded, feveral ex- 
ti:4^is of evidence were read, and a witnefs (Mr, Benn) e;c- 
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amined* Mr. Haftings addreffed the Court iii a fpeech, the 
fubftance of which is contained in his petition. Ac fix o'clock 
the Court adjourned, and their Lordfhips being returned to 
the Houfe of Lords, a meffage was upon motion ordered to be 
fent to the Comitions, to acquaint them that the Lords will 
proceed farther on the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. on Wed* 
nefday next. , , . 

The Houfe adjourned. . 

Wtdnefday^ lyh Afay. 

This day the proceffion into the great Court in Weftmrrr- 
fler hall to proceed on the trial of Warren Haftings Efq. be- 
gan about half paft eleven o'clock^ and their Lordfhips being 
^ated, the ufual proclamations were made ; after which Lord 
Kenyon (who fat as Speaker in the abfence of the Lord Chan- 
cellor) dcfired the managers for the Commons to make good 
their charges. At a little paft four a motion was made to ad- 
journ, and- their Lordfliips having got back to the Houfe af 
Lords, a meflage was ordered to be fent to the Commons to* 
acquaint them that this Houfe will proceed farther on the trial 
of Warren Haftings, Efq. on Friday next. 

The Houfe adjourned. . 

Friday, 2'jth May* 

This day their Lordfhips proceeded with the ufual ceremo- 
nies to the great Court in Weflminfter hall, to continue the 
trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. and being feated, and the pro- 
clamations made, the managers for the Commons were di- 
refted by Lord Kenyon, to proceed to make good their 
charges. At five o'clock, a motion was ma(^ to adjourn,* 
and their Lordfhips being returned, a meflage was ordered to 
be fent to the Commons, to acquaint them that this Houfe 
will proceed farther on the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. on 
Monday next. 

A confi^nce was held in the Painted Chamber adjoining ' 
to the Houfe of Peers, at the defire of the Commons, rela- 
tive to fome amendments that had been made by tlieir Lord-* 
fhips to the Flinwell Vent Road bill; Mr. Pelham, who was 
theaftingmanager for the Commons, delivered in the reafons 
for difagreeing to the amendments made by their Lordfhips, 
and the managers for the Commons then withdrew. The 
reafons fo delivered in were afterwards reported, and read at 
the table, and upon due confideration thereof, it was agreed 
by the Houfe, to infift upon the amendments mad^ to the faid 
bill, and to communicate the fame to the Commons at a con- 
ference on Monday next. The Duke of Richmond was aft- 
ing manager for the Lords. 

Xh^ H^ufe adjourn«d» 

Minday^ 
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Monday^ yith May, 

This (lay, iibout twelve o'clock, their Lordfliips proceed- 
ed in the ufiial manner into the great Court in Weftminfter 
Hall, on the tria) of Warren Haftings, Efq. 

Sir James Erikine St. Clair proceeded to fum up .the 
charge. 

When Sir James had. finiftied, Mr^ Burke came forward, 
and in a few words acquainted their Lordlliips, that the 
Managers for the Commons had fully completed their 
charges, referving to the Commons a right to reply to the 
defence. 

Mr* Haftings petitioned their Lordfhips only for ortedajr, 
which, upon confideration, was granted him. 

As foon as their Lordfhips had returned, and the Houfe 
was refumed, a meflage was ordered to be fent to the Com- 
mons, to acquaint them, that this Houfe will proceed far- 
tiier in the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. on Thurfday 
next. •* 

The following meflage was alfo fent to the Commons by 
Mr. Holford and Mr. Greaves, two Mafters in Chancery, 
viz. 

*^ The Lords do defira a prqfent conference with, this 
" Houfe in the Painted Chamber, tpon the fubjedk matter of 
" the laft conference.'* 

The Managers for the Commons being come, notice was 
given to the Lords, who met them in the pointed chamber, 
and delivered to the Managers for the Commons a paper, 
wherein their Lordfhips infift on the amendment made by 
them to the JF'linwell Vent Road Bill, with their reafons. 
Their Lordfhips then retired, and tjie Commons withdrew. 

The order of th.e day having been read for the Hopfe to 
refolve irfelTinto a Committee of the whole Houfe on the 
Canada bill. Lord Cathcart took the chair. 

Mr. Grahtim and another Counfel were called l%the bar, 
in fupport of the petitions on the table againff difierent 
claufes. of the bill. 

After Counfe! had been heard, 
Lord Lord Gr^wz^z/Z? rofe, and 4aid^ he did ndt think hlmfelf 

Gren¥il!e. called upon, on the prefent occafion, to go into the bill that 
was pafled feventeen years ago, common! v called the Quebec 
K8i ; nor did he conceive that it was necefliry to enter much 
at large into any argument to fiiew that it was proper to 
make fome ;|lterations in that adl. He did not think him- 
felf then called on to pronounce on that aft either one way 
or aiiother. That bill, his Lordfiiip faid, pafled under par- 
ticular circuqiftances ; but how far it was well or ill adapted 
to thofe ciicumftances, he had no information; ^d if he 

bad. 


A. i79^« 'DEBATES. aa^^ 

had, he conceived it was not at all necefiarj at that mOicnent 
to enter into any fiKh difcuflion. It was fuf&cieot to fay^ 
that fome alteration was certainly iieceiTary, both from a 
confideration of tl)e prelentcircumftances of thetiines» and 
alfo from a ironijderation that that bill cpntained a plain in- 
dication that it was pai&d with a view to its particular ap- 
plication to the circiim fiances then exifting, and the ParJia-* 
ment at that time forefaw that an alteration would he necef* 
fary in fome future period, when it would be proper to adopt 
another plan. 

That moment, he conceived, Was now arrived. There 
was no neceiEty for withholding from the inhabitants of Ca^ 
nada a participation of thofe privileges which were enjoyed ' 

by ths inbtbitants of every otlier Britifh colony. The pro* 
vince of Canada flood in a different fituation from the other vi 
Britifh pofTeHions in America. It was not a colony planted^ 
or originally conquered by this country^ and to which the 
laws of Great Britain mtght be tranfported; but it Was a 
province copquered from another nation, a colony already 
in poileflion of fettled laws, already in potkBion of much 
agriculture, and of an extendve commerce. This was the 
ftate, with regard^o the great majority of the t-ower Pro- 
vince of Quebec ;^but there had been particular ctrcumftance% 
fmce the conclufion of the laft peace, which had created a 
population in Upper Ginada of a different fort; , a, population 
which liad not only been formerly acquainted with Britifh / 
privileges, but which had retired to that country for tli« 
^Kprefs piirpofe of enjoying them in greater perfe^ion tha.a 
they could elfewhere. . ' 

After thefe preliminary obferv^itions, his Lordfbip entered 
into a moft able jufliffcation of all the principal claufes of the 
bill. He faid, from the circumftancc of the inhabitants of^ 
the province conilfling of two clafles, it was judged proper to 
divide the province into Upper and Lower Canada, fuch di- 
vifion having a diftintS legiflature within itfelf. It had been 
flatedthat the French inhabitants of Canada were To much 
attached to the prejudice^! of the Canadians, to their cuftoms, 
laws, artd m^mners^ as to prefer them to the laws of Eng-. 
land. He thought fuch an attachment deferyed a better 
name than that of prejudice. He conceived it was an at- 
tachment founded in reafon, or in fomething better than rea- 
fon ; in the heft feelings of the human heart. His, Lordfhip 
faid, it was undoubtedly a miflake to fuppofe that any Go- 
vernment was fre« only as it approached to democratic prin- 
ciples« Abfolute monarchy, abfolute ariftocracy, abfoluta 
democracy, had, in the hiflory of mankind, been tried in 
the fcalc of experience, and hafl been found wanting. Our 
ewn conftiturion^ whicb was compounded of thefe threes 
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was the firft in the world, :an<t the envy of every furround- 
ing nation. It was for that rcafon that they were now about 
to communicate the bleffings of the Englifti conftitution to 
the fuhjefls of Canada, bftcaufe they were fully convinced 
that it was the beft in the world. The Legiflature of Ca- 
nada confifted of three parts, reprefenting that of this coun- 
try. The Governor reprefented the King ; the legiflative 
Council reprefented that body in this country, whom he 
then had the honour of addreffing ; and \t had been objefted, 
among other things, to that Council, that it would confiftof 
two different claffes of perfons, fome only to fit for life, and 
others by inheritance. He faid, there was pfecifely the fam^ 
objediion to the auguft affembly he had then the honour of 
addreffmg; fome of that Houfe derive their title« by inhe^ 
ritanccj while 6thers only fit for life, and a third clafs only 
during one Parliament. ^ .« • . 

It had been ftated, he faid, as an objeftion to this bill, that 
the lower province might opprefs the higher provmce, as all 
the trade of the higher province muft come through the lower 
province; the lower province might ena6l what duties it 
pleafed, and might harrafs and opprefs the upper province to 
iiny, extent, and that Great Britain pouldyiot poflibly inter- 
fere confiftently with her profeflion of giving a free conftitu- 
tion to Canada. He conceived that there was a difference 
between a free conftitution, and a free and independent con- 
dftitution. Great Britain had not only the power of enading 
laws, which were obligatory On the inhabitants of thts coun- 
try, but (he could alter and new model thofe laws^cordlng 
to the circumftances and exigencies of the times.. If this 
were not fo, is would be impoflible for a nation to improve 
in any onepairt of its conftltutiqn; an'd if Gr6at Britain had 
a fupertncending power over t;he laws and govei^nment of this 
country, he conceived that Ibe had the £ime power over 
• Canada; and that if the lower province were to opprefs the 

upper province, by impofirig exorbitant duties, it was com- 
petent to this country to hold the balance between the two 
provinces, and to remove the grievance. ... i ... . 

Another obj6(9 ion had been tal^en to this bill, becajife all 
the commercial law of England had not been transferred in 
a lump to Canada. His Lordfliip faid, he conceived that 
fuch a ftep would have been attended with many inconveni- 
ences. In the firft place, many parts of the commercial 
laws of this country did not at all apply to Canada ; and 
liven in the city of London, where trade and commerce were 
belter underftood than in any nation upon the face of the 
globe, it was conceived improper to admit common juries at 
Guildhall, to exercife the rights of juries on raercanfile 
queftion?, which were always tried by fpecial juries of merr 
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chants. If this were fo, how much ftronger did it apply to 
the inhabitants of Canada, who were infinitely lefsacquaint^ > . 

ed with the commercial law of this country, ithan any per-* 
fons in the city of London ? If this fyftem, therefore, were 
to bd introduced, it would be attended with the greatefl un- 
certainty and confufion. 

Another obje£^ion that had been ftated to this bill waSy ' 
that it had not rendered the Judges independent. His Lord- 
fliip (aid, this was certainly a circuraftance of very great im- 
portance, and a mofl defirableobje<5l ; but from the pcefent 
unCertai* ftate of the law in Canada, he thought the ap- 
pointing Judges in the way in which they were appointed in 
Great Britain, would be attended with much more evil than 
goodf In this country no danger could poffibly jbe appre- 
hended from appointing a Judge for life, becaufe the laws 
were fo well known, and the bar fo enlightened, that if an 
improper adt were to be committed by any Judge, it was 
fure jto be detefled, cxpofed, and punifhed. He believed, 
however, that; the Judges of this country a&ed ^om a 
higher anda better principle ; they were truly fenfible of the 
facred nature of their office, and the moral obligations they- 
were under to do their duty. Although the Judges of Ca- 
nada were not made independent by this bill, as it was at 
prefent conceived improper to appoint them but during their 
good behaviour, yet he conceived the time was very near 
when this could be done, fo as to be produflive of the greateft 
good. Before it could be done, there muft be a general fyt 
tern of known laws, and fuch fi^laries fcttlcfl on the Judges, 
as would induce m«n of real abilities to undertake thpfe of- 
fices. • . ' 

tjis Lprd/hip next adverted to the ftate of the clergy, and 
went very fully into this part of the bill, Ihewing that they 
had been anxious to make a decent and proper maintenance 
for the Proteftant clergy of Canada, He laid the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain had been anxious to communicate to 
Canada a participation of all the blellings of the Englifh 
conftitution, as tar as the circumftances of the cafe would 
admit. They did not mean to give Canada exadlly the famp 
conftitution, as, for inftance, 558 reprefentatives. That was 
impoffible in the nature of things ; but their great objeA had 
been to adhere as nearly as poffible to the purity and prin-? 
ciples of the Englifh conftitution in every part of the bill ; 
and being confcious that the bill, upon the whole, was likely 
to anfwer the purpofcs 6)r which it was intended, he hoped 
it would meet with that fupport and attention from their 
Lordfhips, which the magoitude and importance of its obje£k^ 
required. 

Q g % Lord 
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Lttfd Lord Jh'in^don faid, he rofe to give his hearty aflent to the 
Abingdoa hill, and to exprefs his approbation of it, as It was founded 
c5n two reafons that very forcibly imprefled themfelvesGn his 
mind;- reafons, however, which, inafmoch as he might have 
occafion, at feme future time more particularly to difcufs, 
he ftiould then, without any deduftion of argument from 
them, content himfelf with the bare mention of; and the 
reafons were thefe : firft, that this bill operates as a repeal of 
xv^o of the moft unfortunate, if not the moft unwife^adls, to 
fay no worfe of them, that ever found their way into the fta- 
tutc books; he meant the a<St of the 14th of the pretent 
reign, cammonly called the«Quebec Aft, and the a6k of the 
16th of the fame reign, commonly called the Declaratory 
Afl ; aSs, the firft of which laid the foundation-ftone of 
difunion between the North American colonies and this 
country, from the terrors of defpotifm that were therein held 
t>ut, planped, enadled, and given tp that country^ for its 
form of government ; and the fecond riveted that difunion, 
by attending to carry into efieft the declaration of a right 
** to bind in all cafes whatfoever,** ef whith he forebore to 
fpeak : both thefe adls, by this bill, were repealed. 

1 he fecond reafon impi^fled upon his mind, was, that by 
this bill, this country was reftored to its right, not of inter- 
nal legiflation over the colonies, for that right it never had, 
notwithftanding the pretended omnipotence of the Dechra- 
tory aS, but to its certain, undoubted, and ^uckhewl^ged 
external right pf regulating the commerce of ^11 its depen- 
d^cies, for the fake of tile navigation, and, jjnfomuerhi for 
the fafety and general benefit of the whole BritQh empire ; a 
right which, if prcferved, America had not been loft; which, 
if maintained, and not given up to Ireland, as it was, Ire- 
land bad not been in the ftate it bad been, in the ftate he 
feared eventually it would be. But lie would fay no tnore oa 
this fubjeft, referving himfelf to fome other opportunity for 
a more ample difcuffion of it, in confequence of a motion 
which he might think proper to fubmit to their Lordfhip^ 
But there was one other Ihort remark which he would make 
tipon this bill, and that was, tliat the biU was new of its 
kind, it being, as far as he knew, the firft, (except the for- 
mer unprecedented Quebec bill, unprecedented in every view 
of it) by which a conftitution is given by an z€t of the Le- 
gtflature to any of the colonies. Formerly, the conftitu- 
tion, or forms of government, ^n the colonies, were derived 
from the executive Government of this country. This form- 
ed the remtion and connexion between one and the other. 
•This gave the colony the idea of one headftiip, of one King, 
triihout the idea of a Houfc of Lords, or Houfe qf Com- 
• • • . monsj 
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naons, which involved in it the idea of a legiflatu^'e, and (6 
of courfeof legiflation ; and the executive Government, he- 
ing part of the conftitiuion of this country, and under the 
guidance and control of its Legiflature, whilft it communH 
rated to the colonies tlie true principles of the conftitution, 
it governed and controlled them in the application, and kept 
tbem in the ufe and exercife of thofe principles. This was 
the dependency; and wife and juft it feemed to be ; but whether 
this new dependency upon the Legiilature, inAead of the 
executive Government, be wifer and more juft, remained to 
be proved. His Lord(hip fald, he ihould, however, vote 
fcfr the bill as it now was. 

Lord Rawdon faid, that after what had been fo ably and Lord 
eloquently argued at their Lordfliips* bar in fupport of the al- Rawdon. 
legations, contained in all the petitions that had been prefented 
to the Houfe, it would be bcth needkfs and unbecoming in 
him to detain the Houfe with many obfervations from him 
upon the bill. Still, however, be would rely on their in- 
dulgence, while he ftated a very few remarks on the three 
principal points, which feemed to thofe who were moft con- 
verfant^ and bell informed on the fubje^t, to be the moft ex« 
cfptionable, and which required to be particularly defined and 
well underftood, before we ventured to make them any part 
of the legiflative fyftem for a country, the interefts, prof- 
perity, and general happinefs of which depended much upon 
the laws and regulations we were now about to frame for its 
future Government. Thefe points were, firft. The divifion 
of the provinces. Secondly, The creating of heriditary no- 
bility. And laftly, The independency of the Judges to be 
appointed for Canada. In all the able and merited pane- 
gyric which the noble Secretary of State had pronounced 
upon the excellence of the Britifh conftitution he perfeflly 
agreed with him, and likewife would be the better pleafed, 
the more of it that we could transfer to the new form of Go-* 
vernment for Canada ; at the fame time he was well aware of 
the difficulty which muft prefcnt itfelf to their Lordfhips' 
minds, and the caution which they muft exercife when about 
to undertake fo arduous a ta(k as that which was now before 
them. He knew that it was not praflicfibie to introduce the 
5vhole of theEngliflilaws, either criminal or commercial, at 
once; but had no doubt that a knowledge of fuch parts of 
them as might be transferred to Canada now, would foen en- 
courage the gradual introduflion of more. 

With regard to the divifion of Canada, he never had been 
prepared by any thing he had heard to give his approbation of 
it; on the contrary, in the way propofed by the bill, he 
thought it would be facrificing, in fome meafure, one part of • 
the province to the other; and he owned, likewife, that he 
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was not quite fatisfied that there was a power in the Crown, 
to make fuch a diviiioii as that marked out by the bill ; but 
'on this, he confefled, the learned gentlemen it the bar had 
left little for him to fay. The^ experiment of hereditary no- 
bility, which the bill fet forth^ he was afraid, could not be 
attended with any good efFedt, and from what inforniation he 
had been able to bolle£V^ and form any judgement' upon, 
would rather be a dangerous and unneceflary fcheme ; for be 
would afk, of what clafs thofe people were, that it was in- 
tended to make nobility ? Was there, by the exiftlng laws of 
Canada, any fet of men, wh' fe property entitled them to 
form any fort of a proper, refpedtable,^ and ufeful nobility ? 
He feared there was not; and even if there fhould be, at this 
moment^ what miglit be reckoned a fufiicient number to 
I form the neceflary degree of ariftocracy in that province, 

might it not be aqueftion, whether it were proper to confer 
hereditary honours upon them, or of what utility that could 
he to the other inhabitants. 

The other point, he faid, arofe from what had been men- 
tioned, as it always was with thegreateft fatisfaclion and ap- 
probation, by every well wiflier to the country, as one very 
onaterial branch of the Britiih conflitution, the independency 
of our Judges. Now, as far as he could underftand the provi- 
. fions of the bill, and that claufe making the Council for life, 
he could not perceive any one provifion or article that, in his 
mind, tended to make them independent, as the Judges iit 
England were. For it was not merely becaufe an Englifli 
Judge held his office during good behaviour, that he was in- 
dependent, ' for the law has wifely provided an i^llowance of 
income which enables him to hold his Htuation.with dignity, 
and adds> in a moil material and efiential manner to his inde« 
pendence. 

His Lordfliip faid, that the gentleman, whom he had heard 
W2^5 to he honoured with the appointment of Governor, was 
one, of all others, the fitted and moft to be wifhed for by 
the country, H^s intelligent mind, his generous and liberal 
manners, his a6live fpirit, and peculiar abilities for that fitu- 
ation, rendered him, in an eminent degree, the propereft per- 
fon that Minillers could have felefted for that appointment; 
and certain he was, that the choice would redound to their 
honour and credit. If Canada was to be governed under the 
prefent hill, it would be well for this country, and well for 
Canada, that Colonel Simcoe was the Governor; and he 
hoped and trufted that Minifters would make it worth his 
while ; and more particular! y, as by undertaking this ardu- 
ous, and perhaps not altogether agreeable ta(k, he was giv- 
ing up a fituation of cafe, refpedability and aflBuence at home. 
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His Lord/hip entered into a good many general obfervation« 
on the tendency of the bill, and always thought that in form- 
ing a new fyfteni of Government for any country, the wiflies 
of the pteople, and happinefs of the foci^ty to be governed, 
was the principle mod to be attended to, as their fatisfaflion 
and profperity were the objeils moft to be defired. He con- 
cluded by obferving, that though there werefomeclaufes that 
he wiihed left out, and others altered, he did not mean to 
make any of jthofe amendments now, he meant to have don^ 
when he came down to the Houfe, trufting he would have a 
proper opportunity, in common with other noble Lords, of 
giving due confideration to every thingcont^ined in the bill. 

Lord Porch/efter f|>oke at confiderable length, and followed 
the noble Secretary of State through all the claufes of the 
bill, upon each of which he commented, refcrving his amend- , 

roents, in hopes that they ^'ould not be pufhed through the 
Committee that nights 

Vifcount Starmont combated Lord Grenvllle's ftatement Vifcount 
of the different proyifiops in the bill, and fupported the ar- Stormoot* 
gument of Lord Rawdon and Lord Porchefter : to which he 
added many obfervations of his own. He trufted that the 
noble Secretary of State had no wifh to hurry this bill through 
ihe Houfe in ahy indecent and precipitate manner; he rather 
fuppofed that the intention was merely for form fake, to go 
through one or two claufes to-night and report progrefs. — 
Having that in view, his Lordfhip faid, he would not fay fo ♦ 

much as he would have done at an earlier hour of the night, 
and approved gf the conduit of his noble friends, in deferring 
their objections and amendments till the different claufes came 
more particularly fo be di feu fled. 

Lord Loughborough ftated feveral very forcible obje<Slions to ^^^^ 
the hill, which he was defirous of correfling, without ma- . ^^^^ ' 
terially altering the claufes. He (hewed that they were fuf- , 
ceptible of an eafy alteration to meet his ideas, and wifhed 
t!iat their Lordfhips would take a day to go into the difcuf- 
fion,for the purpofe of the amendments. 

Lord Gren ville agreeing to go into the Committee to- mor- 
row or Wednefday, 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Tuefdoy^ 'pjl May. 

Lord King rofe, purfuanft to the notice he had given yefier- Ld. King, 
day, and begged leave to call the attention ot the Houfe to a 
fubjeft which he confidered of the greateft magnitude and 
importance; not on account of the individual who was moft 
interefted in it, but as it materially concerned their Lordfhips, 
and every fubje<St in this country. He faid, that on a former 
day, he had the honour of piefenting a petition from Mr. 
" \' ■ ^'- ' ' \ Haftings ; 
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Haftings; which, although it lay upon the table, ftill he 
could not fay had entirely^ efcaped their Lordihips' attention; 
he muft {igain bring the prayer of it under difcuffion. He 
then expatiated on , the great length of the trial, the hard- 
ihips that the prifoner muft have fuffered, and the uncertainty 
of the period wlien it would be ended. He was aware, hi$ 
Lordfhip fatd, that obje6lions might be made to the motion 
he intended to bring forward an account of the probable du- 
ration cf Mr. Haftings^s defence ; but in order to do away 
4hef^ and clear up that point, he would, with the leave of 
• the Houfe, read a letter which ke had received from Mr. 
Hafting$.on that fubje<5i, occafioned, as it ftated, by his hav- 
ing given notice of his motion for this day; the principal 
part of the letter was refpeding the time which he would re- 
quire to make his defence ; which, without meaning to enter 
into any tiling like a compromife, he would limit to fourteen 
days.; or„ if the Houfe would not agree to that, to feven; 
being extremely anxious to have the trial iini(hed before this 
ieffion of Parliament was prorogued. Hts Lordftiip added a 
few more obfervations^ and concluded by moving, ** That 
** an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, praying, 
*^ that he would be gracioufly pleafed not to prorogue the pr&- 
** fent Parliament until the trial of Warreji HaUings, Efq# 
*^ was brought to a concluGon.** 
Lord * Lord GrenvUU faid, be muft oppofe the noble Lord's mo- 
Grenville. tion, for many Weighty reafons, fome of which he would ftate 
to the Houfe as (hortly as poflible. In the firft place, he 
confidered any fuch addrefs, as. that moved by the noble 
Lord, as an infringement upoivtheKing^s prerogative^ which 
the circumftance it referred to by no means warranted; and 
in the next, if their Lordfhips were to agree to this addref?| 
it could in no degree be attended with the efFeA which thofe 
who framed it intended it fhould ; and as to the propofition of 
limiting to a certain number of days, weeks, or any parti- 
cular period, Mr. Haftings's defence, it was tqo abfurd, Ms 
Lordfhip faid, to he attended to for a moment ; and if it had 
been a praflicable thing, would it not be an infult upon the 
dignity of the Houfe, and. the honour of their Lordihips, 
were they to enter into any fuch compromife, by whatever 
name it might be called, as that propofed by the noble Lord 
for the prifoner. He had faid, even if it was praAicahle, but 
certainly no man could fay it was. How did Mr. Haftings, 
a^ed his Lordfhip, know the queftions in evidence that his 
defence might occafinn on the part of the Houfe of Commons, 
Of the delays that their Lordihips might think neceffary in 
examining and arguing the nature of fuch queftions? 

This furely the piiibner could know nothing of ; and their 
Lordihips weli kr^w, that jg;re^t p^rt of the delay, which 
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had taken place, was occafipned hy the various queflions that 
arofe in the courfe of the trial, which required to be difcufTed 
in their Lordfhips* Houfe, ancl obliged them to interrupt the 
proceeding for the time* Was it not polTible, or rather, was ' 
it not very probable, that many queftions of that nature would 
occur in the future proceedings in that buiinefs ? And would 
any man, after this, treat that vague idea of £ni(hing it, in 
a limited number of days, with any thing elfe but con- 
tempt ? 

I So much, his Lordfliip faid, he' had mentioned only as to 
j the poflibility of the propofal ftated by the noble Lord ; but 
I iwhen he was to fpeak of the dignity, or, what was ftill of 
njore confequence, the juftice of making fuch a compromife 
with a prifonerat their bar, fo as to oblige him to confine his 
defence to a cettain number of days, when it was fcarcely 
poflible that he could ftate any thing like a refutation to aJI 
that he had been charged with, he was fure their Lordfhips 
' would (h udder at the idea of paffing judgement either one 
way or other Upon a perfon to whom they had not given an 
opportunity to defend himfelf, after having been accufed in 
the nioft folemti and ferious manner. 

All this, however, refpe6ked their Lordfhips merely; but 
were the Houfe of Commons to be left entirely out of the 
confi deration, might not they, by their Managers, aflert their 
claim of replyjng to the defence of Mr. Haftings, and might 
they not go ftill farther, and aflert their claim to call more 
evidence in that reply, as well as to comment upon, or refer 
to any evidence that had formerly been given ? Such a claim 
the Commons Certainly had; there were precedents of its hav- 
ing been made, and there was no reafon td think in this in- 
ftance, that if the Houfe of Commons thought it requifite 
they would not aflert it in their reply. Who then could 
have the confidence to fay, that the defence or reply would be 
finifhed in a certain number pf days, weeks, or months? 

Their Lordfhips knew well, that on fome of the charges, 
the fpeeches expend to fuch length, as to occupy their Lord- 
iJiips* attention for days; and this, his Lqrdfliip faid, he did 
not mention as ridicule, becaufe that trial was certainly con- 
iu&ed by men of as much ability, information, and confti- 
tutional knovvl^ge, as any trial could be ; and therefore, had 
they not thought it abfolutely . neceflary to ptJrfue the line 
which they followed, they would not have done it. 

After a variety of obfervations upon the fubjedls of thead- 
drefs, and the numberlefs inconveniencies that would attend 
fuch a mode of procedure, his Lordfliip contended that agree- 
ing to it would be an infringenient on the prerogative of the 
Crown, in a manner that was improper, if not wrong ; and 
Coon a point, that of proroguing Parliament, in wWch, of 
Vol.. XXX. Hh 4 
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all.othersy they had the leaft right to interfere, and parti- 
cularly when their Lordfllips mnft fee that it was delegating 
that prerogative to feveral difl^rent powers, none of whom 
had the fmalleft right to exercife it. It was nothing fhort of 
veiling the King's prerogative in Mr. Haftings, in the ma- 
nagers, in the Houfe of Commons, and in their Lordlhips, 
thereby making the Parliament completely independent of 
the Crown, with regard to its own exiftence, an encioach- 
inent upon the Royal prerogative, which it would be no Ic(s 
improper thjm indecent, to undertake. 
Earl E^ri Stanhope rofe next, and obferved, that although he 
Stanhope, had determined not to enter into the prefent debate, the very 
extraordinary and wonderful dodlrine which his noble friend 
and relation had'juft laid down, would not permit him to 
remain filent. Their Lordfhips had been told, what he ne- 
ver would hear with patience, or pafs in Iilence ; that they^ 
or the other Houfe of Parliament, had not a right to advife 
the King upon the exercife of any of his prerogatives ; a doc- 
trine that of the moft mifchievou$ tendency, and ought no 
fooner to he heard than reprobated. The noble Earl faid, he 
would undertake to convince their Lordfllips, if any doubt 
could remain amongft them on that point, that what the no- 
ble Secretary had faid on the impropriety .of Parliament 
giving their beft advice to the Throne, was a very uncoofti- 
tuiional way of fpeaking in that Houfe. 

As to the objedl of the prefent addrefs, to fhorten the trial 
of Mr. Hallings, his Lordlhip faid, he believed every body 
wifhed it as much as he did ;* though, perhaps, all of their 
Lordfhips had not made it their buhnefs to attend that trial 
foconftantly as he had done, having never been five minutes 
abfent from it. He had afked Mr. Haftings^s Caunfel forae 
days ago, what time the defence would require, and they 
could not tell liim; upon which he certainly had determined 
to vote againft any addrefs for the continuance of the fefiion, 
until it was concluded. Now, however, he had changed his 
mind, when he heard the noble Lord ftate, from the heft au- 
thority, that it would only require feven days, if their Lord- 
fhips thought proper not to grant more; from thi?, therefore, 
he was inclined to vote for the addrefs, but at the fame time 
thought that it might be amended, fo as to be more likely to 
meet with the concurrence of both fides of the Houfe; the 
arhendment he would propofe was, ^* that the Parliament 
*< might not be, prorogued, until Mr. Haftings had finifhed 
<^ his defence." 

Lord Mulgrave replied to Lord Stanhope in a fpeech of 
confiderable length, and fupported the arguments of Lord 
Gyenville. 

Lord 
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Lord Hawke faid, it was feldom that he troubled their Lord- Lord 
Aifps^ iind he did not mean to detain the Houfe long on the Hawke. 
prefent queftion. He certainly agreed with the noble Earl, 
that the Houfes of Parliament had a right to advife, though 
not to dK5i:ate'to the Crown, and upon fuch occafions it had 
been ufual, when an addrefs, like the prefent, was prefented to 
the Throne, to have for anfwer, that His Majefty had received 
their addrefs, and would be gracioufly pleafed to take it into 
confideration ; and this had generally been accompanied wi^h 
his deCre to proceed in the bufinefs, of which the addrefs re- 
lated, with all convenient difpatch. With the leave of the 
noble Lords who had fpoken before him, he would move an 
amendment, to leave out all the words after " That an hum- 
*V ble addrefs," and infert other words ; fo that the motion 
thus amended would ftand, " That an humble addrefs be 
" prefented to HisMajefty> humbly to ftate to His Majefty, 
*< that the Commons having clofed their evidence ypon the 
** trial of Warren Haftings, Efq., and this Houfe being de- 
« firous to proceed to the hearing of his defence, this Houfe 
f^ humbly requ^fts that His Majefty will be^ pleafed to take 
*^ the fame into his Royal confideration." 

Earl Stanhope and Lord King, approving of the amend- 
ment, withdrew their motions, with the leave of the Houfe; 
and juft as the queftion was about to be put. 

The Marquis of Z»^«/2/o«;« rofe; he faid, he knew nothing Marquis 
of an intention to move fuch an addrefs as that now before o^ Lanf- 
their Lordihips^ yntil he faw by the newfpaper that morn- <iown« 
ing the notice tlyit had been given of it. In his mind, th^ 
Marquis faid, none of the noble Lords, who had yet fpoken 
in the debate, had t^kcn up the bufinefs in the proper point 
of view. As to the extraordinary do£lrine that the noble 
Secretary had introduced into the debate, .ftating that their 
Lordlhips, and the other Houfe of Parliament, had no right, 
to advife His Majefty on tlie exercife of his prerogative to 
fjiflblvp or prorogue Parliaments, his Lordfliip faid, an af- 
fertion that few would have made in that Houfe, and that hfi 
fcarccly, at this time of day, expefted to have heard from a 
Minifter in his place. But^as that part of his fpeech had 
been very properly and fully ^nfwered by the noble Earl, he 
would not fay a fingle word more upon it, farther, than tha^ 
if it were admiited, and Minifters allowed to come down to 
the Houfe with fuch arguments, it was needlefs for their 
Lordfliipsto meet or deliberate upon any fubjefl of import- 
ance to the country; as moft matters of importance might be 
feme how conne<9ed with the Royal prerogative; and wbe^ 
ther it was to point out the ruinous confequences of a Ruflian 
war, the neccflity for eftablilhing a peace, or any other bu- 
fm^fs of eqqal confcquence to the counti"y, where the ad^ 

Hh ^ yic^ 
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vice of P.arlii^ment might be ufeful and proper, the Minifters 
would tell them, you have no right to interfere with the 
King's prerogative: In our opinion, our own condu£i: has not 
pccafioned circumftances that warrant your advice. Arid 
thus, inftead of calling together Parliament upon any great 
(emergency, the prefent Minifters meant to introdiTce anew 
method, and fend them about their bufinefs, as an ufelefe 
and troublefome body, when they had much vfork upon their 
hands which they, no doubt, could carry on much better 
without any Parliament, This, he topk to be the precifc 
flateof the noble Lord's doftrine. 

As to the impeachment, he w^s forry that noble Lprds, 
both to-night, and on the queftion of abatement, fe?med to 
have a great ^eal too much feeling and confideration for Mr, 
Haftings; and regretted muph, that any piiffibility 9f bring- 
ing the trial to a fpeedy conclufion would[ deprive him of 
making fo proper and ample a defence, as they wifhed him 
to have an opportunity of doing. Now, with all due ful?- 
roiflion to their fuperior judgement and humanity, the noble 
Marquis faid, he thought he might, without any great danger 
to Mr. Haftings, or the caufe bf juftice, fuggeft, that if he 
was content to fi^ifti his defence in a given time, he and his 
Counfel might be allowed to know whether fucH a pr6ceed- 
idg was likely to be of fervice to his caufe, or not. At any 
rate, he could qot avoid faying, that by itiaking fuch a pro- 
pofal, Mr. Haftings feemed to have a confcioiifnefs and reli- 
ance upon his own innocence, which induced him even to 
truft his defence, fuch as it might be jn the fhort time he was 
. to make it, not only to their Lordfliips, but open to the re- 
ply of the Managers; efpecially if^ as the prefent motion 
flated, the defence only was to be made this fefEon, and that 
tnd the accutation to be in their poffeffion all the interme- 
diate fpace, which he owned was certainly, however unfa- 
vourable or otherwife to Mr. Haftings, a much fairer way bf 
making up their minds, and preparing for the folemri ta{k of 
judgement; than from any notes that they might have takeii 
at diflferent times in the courfe of the trial. = . - 

The Marquis faid, there wasone point with regard to the 
whole of this long-continued perfecution, [here Lord Hard- 
wicke called the noble Lord to order, and a(ked. whether it 
wasdecetit to apply fuch an cxpreflion to the trial and pro- 
ceedings of both Houfes of Parliament?] His LordHiip re- 
plied, he would call it profecut ion then, if the noble Lord 
preferred the word; but what Ixc meant to fay was concern- 
higa point, wherein the conduct of thofe of the prefent Ad- 
miniftration, who had taken part in fupportihg this impeach- 
ment, appeared to him to be inconfiftent ; it was notorious, 
he fai^, that the very fame meafures and fyftem of Govern- 
• ■ • • '" ■ • ' - ttitn\i 
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^ent, for which Mr. Haftings had undergone this longpro- 
trafted trial, were now purfuing in India, approved by the 
GovernmenC there, and fandioned by the £oard of Controul 
at home. 

As to the Commons, he thought if their Lordfhips were as 
clear of the propriety to conclude the bufinefs as fpeedily as 
poffible, they would certainly agree to this addrefs. The 
Commons had exhibited twenty articles againft Mn Haft- « 
;ngs, and were now content to fum up and finifli their profe- 
cution, when only lour had been gone through. As to their 
claim of reply, and bringing evidence after the defence was 
concluded, though he did not mean to fay that there would be 
no fuch claim, |^e thought the lefs it was infided upon the 
better, and that it was a claim not to be aderted before any 
other Court in the kingdom in any criminal cafe, except in 
the cafe of impeachment. And it was to be concluded that if 
it ever had been a claim founded either on juftice or reafon, it 
would have been introduced int« the Courts below; for, in 
his mind) there was little difFerence to the fubjeft, whether 
he was to be tried in that Houfe, of any where eife.. 

Having treated the condu6t of Miniftry with a good deal 
of afperity, the Marquis faid, it muft appear obvious to every 
perfpn acquainted with the prefent fituatiop of this and other 
countries, that the impeachment had nothing to do with the 
prorogation of Parliament ; there were other reafons for ad- 
journing; they knew the anxiety and alarm that prevailed all 
over the country; they knew that we had a fleet ready to fall 
at the (horteft notice, and that the country was likely either 
to be fuddenly embroiled in a ruinous and burthenfome war, 
or additionally loaded with the ex pence of frultlefs ariwa- 
ments, to back the mockery of their bullying threats and de- 
mands; all which, tl>ey likewife knew, muft induce the peo- 
ple, and thefe whofe duty it is to watch over their interefts, 
to make fome inquiries, that would not be either pleafant or 
profifable to' their ridiculous, wild, and miftaken politics.— 
Knowing this, they had wifely determined to prorogue Par- 
liament, and by thofe means get rid of all inquiry, the refult 
of which might force them to fay or do any thing that was 
likely to give fatisfadtion to the people or to rarliament. 

'Lord Grenville with much warmth replied to the Marquis, Lor^ 
and entered into a fpirited defence of thofe who had fupported Grenville; 
the impeachment in the Houfe of Commons, where he had 
the honour to be at that time; and if there were any amongft 
their Lord Ihips who felt that the cenfure came home to them, 
he faid, he would be forry for it ; however, he did not believe 
there was one in the Houfe who could accufe himfelf of hav- 
ing done any thing in that bufinefs, that was inconfiftent ei- 
ther with his honour or duty. The illiberal and unhandfome 
- • ' . munu- 
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nfinuations of the noble Lord would have l^ut little effeft, 
being equally groundlefs and mifapplied. His Lordfhip de- 
nied that he had in his former fpeech afierted, that Parlia- 
xnent had no right to give advice to the Crown. What he 
faid was, that fome fort of delicacy Ihould be obferved in 
meddling with the King's prerogative, except when circum^ 
Aaaces warranted their interference, and that he faw no ne* 
ceflity for it on this occafion. 

The queftion was then put, and the motion for the addrefs 
negatived without a divifion. 

T"he order of the day was then read, for the fepond read- 
ing of the Catholic Bill*, when, 

Lord 

* The following is a copy of t^e Memorial prefented by the Romai^ 

Catholics : 

To tfe6 Right Honourable William Pitt, Firft Lord of the Treafury, 
and Chancellor of His Majefty's Court of £:^c^equeri ,&c. &c. 

The Memorial of HifS Majefty'^ En^iiih Subjefts, prol^ffing the Ca- 
tholic Rcligron, 
Sbevveth^ 

THAT by the laws now in force agalnft perfons profeiling the Ca- 
tholic religion, your Memoriahils are deprived of many of the rights 
of Engliih fubjedls, and the common eights of mankind. 

They are prohibited, under the moil feirere penajties, exercifirig 
any afi: of religion according to their own mode of worfbip. 

They are fubje^l to heavy punilbments for keeping Schools for edu- 
cating their children in their own religious principles at home, and 
they are alfo fubje£): to heavy punifhrnents, for finding their childrei^ 
for education abroad. 

They are madq incapable of ferving in His ]Vf ajefty's armies an^ 
"Davies. 

They are rellraincd from praftifing ,the law as Barrifters^ Ad vo- 
calics, Solicitors, Attornies^ or Pro£^ors. 

They are obliged, on every occafion, to difcJofe the moil fecret 
tranfafiions of their families, by reafon of the expendve and perplex- 
ing obligatidn of inrolling their deeds. 

They are fubje£l:ed, by annual a£ls of the Legiflaturc, to the igno- 
minious Bne of ^he double land tax. 

They are deprived of that conditutional right of Engljlh freeholders, 
Toting for county members. They are not allowed to vote at the elec- 
tion of any other members. They are therefore abfolutely unrepre- 
fented in Parliament, 

They are excluded from all places, civil and military. 

They are difqualiiied from a feat in the Houfe of Commons* 

Their Peers are deprived of their hereditary feat in Parliament ; 

And their Clergy, for exercifing their fun£Hons, are expofed to the 
hcavieft penalties and puniihmems, and in fome cafes to death. 

That the laws which fubjeft them to thefe difabilities, penalties, 
ap^ pujiiflimcnts, wercpafled againil-them iA time? ff intolerance, for 


A. 1791, DEBATES. agfl.. 

Lord Rawdon rofe, and prefaced a fliott fpeech with re- -^^j^ 
gretting much jtlie abfence of the Chancellor. His Lordlhip Rawdoii% 
explained the principle of the bill, the hardfliips and oppref- 
fion under which thatclafs of HisMajefly's fubjefls laboured, 

whom 


crimes of which they are not guilty, and for principles which they do 
not profefs. 

Tha^ ifvany motives of policy ever exifted, which, in any point of 
view, Or by the opinions of any fet of men^ could juftify the generai 
neceflity or expediency Qf thofe laws^ they have long fince entirely 
ceafed to continue them ; therefore mud be unj'uft, as it withholds 
frem fo many fubjefls the firft rights and comforts of fociety j unwife, 
as it produces difunion among the people 5 and impolitic, as it deprives 
the State ef the labours and fervices of fo many of its loyal fubje£ls. 

That by the gracious and falutary a£l paiTed in the toth year of his 
prcfent Majefty, that one particular law which moft prevented their 
fafety, and quietly enjoying their landed property, was formally re- 
pealed, and an oath prefcribed to them, by which^ in the moft folemn, 
nioft explicit, and mod unequivocal terms, they difclaim the belief, 
that there exifts in any foreign Prince, Prelate, State, or Potentate, 
cither dice£l^ly orindire£^ly, any civil jurifdiflion or power, faperiority 
or pre-eminence whatfbever, within this realm ; and by which, in 
terms equally explicit and unequivocal, they avow their ^bfolute and 
unrefcrved allegiance and fidelity to His Majefty's perfon and govern- 
ment, the fucceffion of the crown in his family, and the Britifh con- 
ilicuticn. 

That the Engliih Catholics have univerfally taken this oath. 

That their general condu£l has been blamelefs and inoflfenfive. 

That they hold no principles which can be conftrucd to extend to the 
fubverfion, difturbance, or difquiet of the civil or ecclefiailical govern- 
ment of this country. 

That they live in the completeft harmony with their felIow-fubje£ls, 
only feparated from them by adiference of opinion in matters of reli- 
gion, and only prevented from falling into the general mafs of the ' 
community, by the diftin£lions produced and kept alive by the laws 
ilill remaining in force againft them. 

That the Britiih Government, and the Nation at large, have long 
been fenfibie of this ; and therefore (with an humanity for which the 
Engliih Catholics are truly grateful) have not permitted the laws againft 
them to be extended in their utnood extent. Hence, for a conflderable 
time, none of thefe laws which affe6l their lives, have been carried 
into execution ; and there have not been many indances where thofe 
Ws which affefl their fortunes or their liberties, have been enforced. 
Profecutions againft them have received no aid from the Legiilacure, no 
countenance from the Courts of Juilice, no encouragement from the 
Magiftracy, and no favour from the people* Informers againll theni 
have been univerfally defpifed. The mod virtuous aftd enlightened 
men of the age have been their advocates. The nation is their friend, 
the letter of the law their only enemy. To that it is owing that they 
ftill languilh under difabiliti^s which cramp their induflry, prevent 

their 
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vrhom he Jefcfibed to be as loyal and faithful fubjefts as any 
His Majefty had, and for whofe relief this bill was intended. 
It was the objedl of the bill, at the fame time that it gave re- 
drefs to the petitioners, to provide for the fecurity of the 
eftablilhed religion of the country. As far as it went, he 
faid, it had his approbation ; and though it might not be per- 
fed, yet when in a Committee, it might receive fuch amend- 
ments as would make a very fafe and falurary law. Had he 
been one of thofe who framed it ; he owned he fhould have 
wifhed that it had been more com prehen five, and had con- 
tained claufes to include all other Catholics, as well as that 
body of them who were petitioners. His farther opinions 
his Lordfhip faid, he fhould referve till he heard other Lords 
deliver their minds upon the bill. 
Arcli1)i(h. The Archbifhop of Canterbury faid he agreed perfeftly in 
of Canter- the principle of the bill, and wilhed as much as any man that 
b«ry» the penal ftatutes were repealed. Nobody was farther frcn 
wifhing that Roman Catholics (hould fuffer forfeiture, im- 
prifonment, or death, than he did; he therefore could not be 
fuppofed an enemy to the bilL But, he did not think it had 
fuch claufes aS were fufficient for the fecurity of the eftab- 
liflied church, which he believed it was the intention of the 
Catholics themfelves that it fhould have. He had likewife, 
he faid, objedlions to the oath, and to the claufe allowing 
Catholics to teach fchools, which he thought was rather 
loofely worded ; if, however, it went into a Committee, there 
•were other amendments that it might undergo before it could 
be called a perfedl bill. He regretted, as well as the noble 
Lord, the abfsnce of the noble and learned Lord, whofe opi* 
nions would have had fo much weight with the Houfe, and 
could not fay, whether by poftponing the commitment for a 
iliort time, there was a probability of his attendance or not. 
He therefore left it to the Houfe, to proceed as they thought 
fit, and would, when in a Committee, offer his obferyations 
on the dlflerent claufes* 


their provi<3ing for ifjcir families', drive them from their own country 
for education, obtrude them on foreigners for iheir fubfiftence, and 
make them, as it were, ahcns among their fellow fubjefts. 

That the do£trine of general toleration univerfally prevails ; and that 
no plea can be urged for tolerating, in foreign countries, the diffidents 
from the mode of worfhip eftabJifl>ed there, which may not with as great 
propriety be urged for tolerating in England thofc of the Catholic pcr- 
-luafion. ' 


Upon thefe grounds, your Memorialifts hope for your 
concurrence and fupport on their intended gppUcation 
for rcdi-efs of their grievances. 

The 
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The Bifliop of St. DdvicPsy followed the right reverend Bifliop of 
Metropolitan, and addreffed the Houfe in a fpeech nearly to St. Da- 
the following purport : .^ vid'i* 

My Lords, with great charily for the Roman Catholics, 
with a perfeft abhorrence of the penal laws, 1 have my 
doubts, whether the bill for their relief, that has been fent 
up to us from the lower Houfe, comes in a fhape fit ,tp^« 
fent to a Committee. My Lords, it is not my intenti()n to 
make any exprefs motion, to obAru£k the commitment of 
it, if I fhould perceive that meafure to be the fenle and in-* 
clination of the Houfe. But I have my doubts, which I , 
think it my duty to fubmit to your Lordmips' confideration. 

Fixed, as I am, in the perfuafioo, that religion is the only ' 

folid foundation of civil fociety, and by confequencc that an 
eftabliihoient of religion is an effential branch 6i every well 
conftruiSed polity, I am equally fixed in another principle, , 

that it is a duty, which the great law of chriftian charity 
ioipofes on the chriftian magiftrate, to tolerate chriftians o£ 
every denomination, feparated from the eftabliflied church 
by confcientious fcruples : with the exception of fuch feSs 
only, if any fuch there be, which hold principles fo fubver- 
Cve of civil Government in general, or fo hoftile to the par* 
ticular conftitution under which they live, as to render the 
extermination of fuch fefiks an obje£l of juft policy. My 
Lords, *1 have no fcruple to fay, that the opiniotns, which 
feparate the Roman Catholics of the prefent day from tlie 
communion of the church of England, are hot of that 
dangerous compleflion. Times, niy Lords, it is too' well- 
known, have been, when the towering ambition of the 
Roman clergy, and the tame fuperftition of the people ren- 
dered the hierarchy the rival of the civil Government,, the 
triple mitre the terror of the Crown, in every ftate in 
Cbriftendom. The reformation in this country, as it took 
it< rife, not in any controverfies upon fpeculative doftiines, 
but in a high-fpirited monarch's manly renunciation of the 
Pope's ufurped authority, in the claim of the original abfo- 
lute exemption of the church, no lefs than of the ftate of 
this kingdom, from all fubordination to the fee of Rome, 
excited a fpirit of intrigue among the adherents of the Pa- ' 
pacy againft the internal Government, which rendered every 
Roman Catholic, in proportion as he was confcientioufly at- 
tached to the interefts of his church, a difaffedled, or, at 
the heft, a fufpefled fubje<9:. The revolution widened the 
breach, by the natural attachment of the (eSt to the abdi- 
cated family, which had ever favoured it. Happily for 
this country, and for the peace of mankind, thofe times are 
paft. My Lords, it is now univerfally underftood, that the 
extravagant claims of the church to a paramount authority 
Vol. XXX. I i over 
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over the flate, in fecular matters, fland confuted by the very 
firft principle of the original charter of her inftitution, by 
the early ediO of her divine and holy founder, that ** his 
*' kingdom is not of this world." The ambition of the 
Roman Pontiff, by the reduftion of his power and his for- 
. tunes, is become contemptible and ridiculous in the eyes of 
his own party. And the extinflion of the Stuart family 
leaves the Roman Catholics of this country no choice, but 
the alternative of continuing in the condition of aliens in 
their native land, or of bringing themfelves under the pro- 
teftion of her laws, by peaceable fubmiiTion and loyal at- 
tachment to the exiting Government. My Lords, in thefe 
ciicumftances, in this flate of opinions, in this reduced con- 
dition of the Pope's importance in the political world, in the 
adlual ftate of the ii\terefl« of the Roman Catholics of this 
country, I perfuade myfelf, that the long- wifhed- for feafon 
for the abolition of the penal laws is come. Emancipated 
from the prejudices which once carried them away, the 
Roman Catholics are led by the genuine principles of their 
religion to inoffcnfive conduft, to dutiful fubmiifioii and 
cordial loyalty. My Lords, the Roman CatholTcs better 
iinderfl an J, than the thing feenis to be underftood by many 
of thofe who call themfelves our Proteftant brethren, in 
■what plain charaflers the injunflion of the unrefecved fub- 
mifTion of the individual to the Government tinder which 
he is born, is written in the divine law of the gofpel. 

My Lords, with all this charity for Roman Catholics, 
with thefe fentiments of the inexpediency of the penal 
laws, I muft ftill difapprove of the bill which is now of- 
fered for a fecond reading. Your Lordfhips muft perceive, 
that, confiftently with the fentiments which I avow, I 
€a»inot quarrtl with the bill for the felief it gives. No, my 
Lords. 1 he npble Lord who moved the fecond reading, has 
hrmlelf opened the grounds of my obje61ions. My Lords, I 
obje6t to the bill that it is infufficient to its own purpofe. 
My Lords, I quarrel with the bill for the partiality of its 
operation. 

With the indulgence of your Lordfhips, I will endea- 
vour to explain, from wh*t circumflances in the fabric of 
the bill this defefl: arifes. I will fet forth the importance of 
thecbjeflion, and then I will trouble your Lordfliips with 
the reafons of my apprehenfion, that this obje6lion is not 
I'kely to be done away by any amendnients we can give th« 
bill in t'fe Committee. 

My L irds, this bill is to relieve Roman Catholics from 
the penal laws under the condition that they take an oath of 
allegiance, abjuration and declaration; the terms of whicTi 
tnth th« bill prcfcribes. The bill, therefore, will relieve fuch. 

* • Rohiau 
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Romati Catholics as take this oath, and none elfe. Noi\' 
jny Lords, it is, I believe, a well-known fafl, that a very- 
great number, I believe I fliould be correfl if I were to fay 
a very great ipajority, of the Roman Catholics fcrnple the , 

terms in whidi this oath is unfortunately drawn, and de- 
clare they .cannot bring themfelves to take it. With tlie 
permiflion of the Houfe, I will enter a little into thd 
detail of their ohjeflions; not,;that I mean to go at pre* 
feut into a difcufiion upon all the imperfedions of the oath. 
I cpncur in every oi\e of the ohjediions made by the moft 
reverend Metropolitan; but I fliall not touch upon thefe ob- 
je<5tions, becaufe they have been ably dated, and becaufi 
;they are not to thepurpofe of my argument. It is my 
point to ftate the objeflions of fcrupulous Roman Catholics. 
My Lords, the majority of the Roman Catholics, who 
fcruple this oath, are not rapifls in. the opprobrious fenfe of 
the word ; they are not the Pope's courtiers, more than the 
gentlemen of the Roman Catholic Coit)mittee, who are 
ready to accept the oath. My Lords, the more fcrupulons 
Roman Ca'tholics, who objedl to th« terms cf this oath^ 
are ready to fwear allegiance to the King; they are ready to 
abjure the. Pretender, to renounce the Pope's authority in 
civil and temporal matters; they are ready to renounce the 
do£trine that faith is not to be kept with Heretics, and that 
perfons may i^e cjiurthejed under the pretpnce that they ar^ 
Heretics, as impious and unchriflian,, They ;are ready to 
ijenounpe, as impious and unchriftijin, the doiflrme tha.t 
Princes, excommunicated by the fee of Rome, may be 
murthered by their fubjeiSs: they are ready, to renounce the 
jdoflrine, that Princes, ejtcomfnunicated by the fee of Rome, 
may be depofed by their fubj efts. ./ But to this depofing 
dodUine they fcruple to apply the epithets of impious, un- 
^hrifiian and damnable: my Lords, they think that this 
doftrine is rather to be called falfe than impious, traiterous 
than unchriftian. They fay, that the language of an oa^h 
/hould not be adorned, figured, and ampiified, but plain, 
fimple, and precife. But in truth, my Lords, this fcruple 
js founded on a tender regard for the m,emory of their pro- 
genitors. Spme two centuries fmce, this error, however 
abfurd and malignant, was, like other abfurd and mnlig- , 
nant errors, uniyerfal; yet, my Lords, there lived in thofe 
times many m.n of diflinguifhed piety and virtue, who ac- 
quiefced in this error as a fpeculative do6lrine, though they 
never afled upon it. • My Lords, the more fcrupulous of 
the Roman Catholics think it h'ard that men of probity and 
virtue, entertaining a fpeculative error, fanflioned by its 
univerfality, upon which they never afted, fhould for that 
^frof jn more f|)eculation be ftigmatizied as dfvoid of piety, os 
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nochriflianS) and as perfons thiit died under a fenfe of eter* 
nal damnation: and certainly, njy Lords, the reprobation 
of this dodlrine, tinder the qualifications of impious, unchrif- 
tian, and damnable, goes to this effeS. My Lords, I befeech 
you to give a candid attention to this fcruple, as I am con- 
tident your Lordihips will to every fcruple. My Lords, I 
«nt*er into this detail from a defire of imprefling.on your 
Lordfhips* minds, what is very ftrongly impreiTed on minej^ 
that the objejElions of thefe men are not cavils, bi|t fair, ho- 
ncft, confcientious fcrtiples. My Lords, this fcruple is ana- 
logous to" that which every liberal, enlightened man would 
feel, if he were called upon to decide, upon that which ha$ 
fometimes been decided upon with little cerpmonyi^ upon the 
final doom of virtuous Heathens ; of men, who with a 
fenfe of mor^ obligation, and with fentjments of piety 
towards the Creator of the Univerfe, which might have 
done no difcrcdit to the profeflbrs of chriftianity, neverthe- 
Jefs, from the fdrce of example and education, acquiefced in 
the popular idolatry of the[r tjmes* My ^ords, I belie vCj^ 
your Lordflijips all believe, that there is^ no name under 
J^eaven by which men may be faved, but th^ name of Jefus 
Chrift : neyerthelefs, my Lords, I fliould be vefy unwilling 
to affert, my Lords, I would refufe to fwe:^r, that it is matter 
of my belief thqt fucb men as Socrates, Plato, Tully, Seneca^ 
aod Marcus Antoninus, who were every one of theni Idola- 
terS) are now fuffering in the place of torroent,s and are 
doomed to fuffer there to all eternity. My Lords, uporr 
this point I cpncur ip the fentjment^ of ^ great ornament of 
the Roman church, who inight have been an orqament to the 
pureil church in the moft enlightened times. *' Vbl nunc 
^* anima Marci Tullii agat^ fortajfe non ^ft humani judicii pro- 
*^ nunt'iarei mt certi non adrnodum averfum hahituri Jint in 
^^ ferendls cakulis^ qui Jperqnt ilium apud Supfro^ f^f^^^ P^^^ 
^^ fruiJ* My Lords, will not your Lordihips permit the 
' Roman Catholics to have the fame tendernefs for the rae- 

ihory of Bellarmen and Erafmus, which your Lordfl^ip^ 
■wbul4 feel for that of virtuous Heathens ? 

My Lords, the terms in which the Pope^s authority is re- 
nounced, are matter of fpruple to that divifion of the Roman 
Catholics, which I confider as the ^l^ajority. My Lords, 
they are ready to renounce the civil authority of the Pope ; 
• but they think that the words ufed in the oath go to the de- 
li ial of the Pope's fpiritual authority, which they cannot 
confcientjoufly abjure. The termsr pf the oath, my Lords, 
are thefe. *' I do alfo in my confciepce declare and fo- 
** Jemnjy fwear, that no foreign church, Prelate, or Prielt, 
f* or Allembly of Priefts, or ecclefiaftical power whatfoever, 
f^ JiJitb, or ought to have, anv jufifdiflipn or authority what- 
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^•foever within thii realm, that can dire£Hyor indireftly^af- 
^* feft or interfere with fhe ind^ependence, fovereignty, laws, 
" conflitutpon, pr Government, thereof, or the rights, liber- 
f' ties, perfons, or properties of the people of the faid realm* 
" or any of them." The power therefore abjured is all" 
ecclefiaftical power, which can, diredtly or indiredlly, in- 
terfere with the fovereignty, conftitution, or Government ; 
with public or \vith private rights. My Lords, thefe fcru- 
piilovs Catholics think that this defcription comprehends the 
Pope's fpiritual authority ; for they fay that they muft ad- 
mit that tl>e Pope's fpiritual authority does indireftly, by 
inference and Implication, interfere with civil Government 
and with civil rights. My Lords, is it hot manifeft that the 
Pope's fupremaqy, indiredlly and in fpeculation, interferes 
with the fovereignty, with the King's fupremacy as Head of 
the Church? My Lords, with the conftitution the Pope's , 
L fupremacy indiKeflly interferes, in a part which I believe 
I your Lordfliips hold in (bme regard. My Lords, it is a, 
confequence from the doflrinp of the Pope's fupremacy, 
that ho confecrations and ordinations are vajid but what 
emanate from the authority of the fee of Rome. If this 
be the cafe, my Lords, the Bifhops of the church of En- 
gland are no Bifhops. If we are no Bifhops, we have np 
right to fit in this aflembly with your Lordfhipsj I have no 
right to be now holding this argument before your Lordfhi^s. 
i My Lords, is nop this an interference, indire£tly I grant^ 
\ but indiredlly is it not an interference with the conftitu- 
tion. My Lords^ if we are no Biftiops, it is a further? 
confequence that no tnan is made a Prieft by virtue of our 
ordinations. No Prieft of ours, therefore, has any juft ' 

right to any temporalities that h^ may hold of fuch a 
nature as to attach cxclufiv^ly to the Prieftly charadler. 
My Lords, is not this an interference with the rights of 
fubjedls ? My Lords, thefe ^re ftriking inftances that occur 
at the naoment : many othef inftances might be found in 
which the Pope's fpiritual fupremacy unqueftionably inter-r 
feres indireflly with civil authority and pvil rights; and the 
moft that can be expefted of cpnfcientious Roman Catholics 
is, not that they fhould renounce all authority carrying this 
interference; for that were to renounce the Pope as their 
fpiritual head; but that they fhould bind themfelves to Go- 
vernment, that they will never,. a6k upon thefe principles, 
which in theory they cannot renounce. That whatever 
they may think (as a matter of opinion) about the Pope*s 
fupremacy, they will never, in fadV, upon the pretence of 
' his fupremacy, make an attack, or commjt any a6l of hofti- 
lity again ft the conftitution and the Government In elthey 
|)ranch, but, on the contrary, 'M^ill defend it : and thefe en- 
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gagementSy mj Lords, thofe Roman Catholics who fcrupio 
thisoatby are feadj and defirous to give in the moft explicit 
and unequivocal terms. Tliey faj, that (hey may think 
themfelves bound by an oath which they have already takeU) 
and that they are ready to firengthen the obligation by a new 
oath, to defend, to the utmoil of their power, the civil and 
ccdeiiaftical eftablifliment of the CQuntry^ even though all 
the CathoUc )>owers of Europe, with tiie Pope himfelf at 
jtheir head, were to levy war againft tLe King for the ex- 
pcefs purpofe of eftablifhing the Roman Catholic reiigion. 
^ly Lords, there are other points in this oath which Roman 
Catholics, I think, mull fcruple. I believe the gentlemen 
4)f the Catholic Committee, who declare themfelves ready 
to take this oath, will fee fome difficulty in particular parts 
ef it, when they conGder the full ipiport of certain terms. 
But my Lords, I fliall go no further at prefent in this de- 
tail. I will only fay in general, that there are parts of the 
eatli which I myfelf would refufe to take. 

My Lords, 1 muft obfervc, that the gentlemen of the Ca- 
tholic Committee, and the party that a£ls with them, who 
fcruple no part of this oath, declare that they equally with 
the fcrupulous party, maintain the Pope's fpiritual fupremacy. 
They are (hocked ih^t the denial of it (hoald be imputed to 
them. Your Lordihips therefore perceive, that the two par- 
ties are perfedlly equal, in the degree of afibcHon or difaffec- 
tion, take it which way you will, that they bear to the 
Government of the country ; therefore I cannot fee upon 
what principle a relief, which is granted to the qne, fhould 
be denied to the other. 

It may be faid, this relief is a matter not of right, but of 
mere grace and favour ; and that the perfon who confers a 
favour, may at his own will and pleafure prefcribe the con- 
.ditions on which he will beftow it. But, my Lords, ths 
favours of a Government are furely to be difpcnfed by Ibme 
rule of diitribution ; and that rule ought to be an equal one. 
My Lords, it ought not to be a riile of arbitrary eledlion 
and Reprobation, making a dillinflion of perfons where 
J there is no difFeretice of charader in the degree of civil 
'merit. 

My Lords, I have heard it faid, not in this Houfe, but 
out of doors, it is a maxim in common circulation, th^t 
the legiflature has nothing to do with the difputes of thefe 
people among themfelves : that it may be rather an object 
of good policy to promote and increafe their divilions, as 
it may be a means of weakening the ftrength of tlie party. 

My Lords, the maxim, ^''Divide bf Imperay^ if it be 
tver wife, is wife only in defpotic Governmencs. My Lords, 

1 it 
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if it be wife in fuch Governments, it is bccaufe fuch Go- 
vernments are radically unjuA, the relation of the governor 
and the governed *to each other being that of enemies. But 
in Governments, fuch as this under which we have the hap- 
pinefs to live, it is a wicked maxim. In our conftitution the 
promoting of the happinefs of tho governed is not only th« 
duty, but it is the adlual objeft of Government, and the 
aim of all its operations, and of all its meafures. In fuch 
a Governnaent, union and harmony among citizens of all 
defcriplions is to be defired ; and it Ihould be the endeavour 
of the Government to promote it, as the means of bindinj^ 
the love and afFedions of all to the conftitution. 

But, my Lords, admitting for a moment that we have 
nothing to do with the difputes of thefe people among them- 
felves, yet your Lordfhips furely have to do with the juftic* 
and equity of your own proceedings. Now confider, my 
Lords, upon what principle were the penal laws againft the 
Roman Catholics firft introduced. . Certainly upon this 
principle, that the Roman Catholics in general were difaf- ^ 

feftcd fubjefls. Upon what principle would the legiflature 
now relieve any Roman Catholics from thofe laws ? Cer- 
tainly, my Lords, upon this principle, that the legiflature 
acquits thofe to whom it extends the relief, of the crime and 
fufpicion of difafFedlion. Upon what principle is the relief, 
which is extended to fome, withheld from others ? Cer- 
tainly upon no juft principle but this; that thofe others flill 
lie, in the eye of the legiflature, under a fufpicion of difaf-. 
feftion. Thus, my Lords, by pafling ^a law which will • 
give only a partial relief, you will imprefs a ftigma of dif- 
affeflion upon the party not relieved; which, in my judge- 
ment, if there be no ground for fufpeSing them^ would be 
the height of cruelty and injuftice. 

But, my Lords, give me leave to fay, that though your 
Lordfliips would indeed have nothing to do with any dif- 
putes among the Roman Catholics, upon cpntroverted points 
of their owe divinity, the matter and the flate of the pre- 
fent difpute are fucH, that your Lordfliips have much to do 
with it, informing a judgement upon the prefent bill. The 
matter in difpute is the propriety of the oath as it ftands in 
this bill, which oath the one party is ready to accept, the 
other reprobates. The difpdte began in terms of mutual 
refpedl, and greuit moderation. But as the difpute went on, 
both fides, as is the cafe in all difputes, grew warmer* 
Both fides have now loft all temper. And the quarrel, a 
religious quarrel, my Lords, is raging. T^e fcrupulouj 
Catholics fpeak of the writings on the other fide, as fchif- 
^atical^ fcandalous^ and inflammatory. The Catholic 

Committee' 
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Committee charge the former with inculcating principles 
hoflile to fociety and Government, artd to the conftituiion 
and laws of the Britidi empire. My Lords, thefe re- 
proaches are, I think, unmerited on either fide. But they 
are, for that reafon, the ftroi^ger fymptoms of intemperate 
heat on both fides. My Lords, this bill, (hould it pafs 
into a law, will not mitigate the quarrel, but inflame it. 
, And as it re-ena6ls the penal laws againft all thofc who, 
from th^r fcruples about the oath, cannot bring themfelves 
within the benefit of it, the Roman Catholics that will be 
relieved by this bill will be impowered to itiforce thofe laws 
againft their more fcrupulous brethren, with whom they are 
quarrelling. My Lords, the hiftory of the church too clearly 
proves, that men whofe minds are inflamed with religious 
cont rover fy are not to be truftecl with fuch weapons. My 
Lords, when I look at the names of the gentlemen who 
compofe the Catholic Committee, men of high birth, of 
diftingui(hed probity and honour, I cannot for a momen^ 
fuppofe^ that any of "them would purfue the quarrel witk 
' their adverfaries in that bafe manner. But, my Lord?, 
the leaders of a party cannot always command the paffioris 
of their followers; and your Lordfliips will have no fecu- 
rity, that this may not be done, but the liberality and ho- 
nour of the individuals: and is it wife or juft, my Lord«, 
to put any innocent man io the power of his enemy, re- 
lying only on the good difpofition of- that enemy to reftraiii 
him from the abufe of that power which you put into his 
hands ? My Lords, if the party relieved by this bill 
ihould take the advantage which the law will give them 
againft the other party, a horrible perfecution will arife. 
My Lords, I fliudder at the fcene of terror and confufion, 
which my imagination fets before me, when under the ope- 
ration of this partial law, (liould it unfortunately receive 
your Lordfliips' fan£lion; mifcreants of bafe informers 
may be enriched with the fortunes, our jails may be 
crowded with the perfons, and our ftreets may ftream with 
ihe blood of confcientious men, aiid of good fubjedts ! And 
of all this cruelty, my Lords, if it fliould take place, the 
laws of the country will get the credit. 

My Lords, 1 am aware that it may feem to your Lord- 
fliips, that there is an eafy anCwer to all this. Send the bill 
to a Committee, and amend the oath* My Lords, there is 
thedifiiculty ; I fear that we are not competent to make fuch 
amendments in the oath as may obviate the mifchief. My 
Lords, look at the ftate of the controverfy among the Rq- 
roan Catholics. Three of the four Koman Catholic 
Bifhops, who call themfelves the ApoftoUcal Vicars for 
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the fout diftrlAs of (bis country, three out of thefe four 
have promulgated an encyclical letter; in which they re* ^ 

prohate the oath as it ilands in the prefent bill : and they go 
further: they advance this principle; that a confcientious 
Catholic oughi; not to take any oath declaratory of any 
opinion upon dodlrinal pointy, till it has receivea the ap* 
probation of the ecclefiaftical fuperiors. The gentlemen of 
the Catholic Committee exclaim agaidft this, as an extrava^ 
gant ftretch of .authority* I confefs^ my Lords, I. fee no 
extravagance in it* I believe, were I a Roman Catholic, I 
fliould think it my duty to fubmit to it. But the Catholic 
Committeei are indignant, under this ufurpation of autho- 
rity, as they think it, of the Apoftolical Vicars ; and a 
paper has appeared figned by the gentlemen of the Com« 
raittee^ which I know not very well what to call. My 
Lords, it looks fomdthing like an appeal to 'the Pope: and 
yet I can hardly fuppofe, that an appeal to him has been 
afiually made^ or that this is a copy of a paper fent as a 
formal appeal to Rome. But the Committee, {ay, ^^ wtt 
'^ appeal to all the Catholic churches in the unlverfe ; and 
<< efpecially tQ the firft of all Catholic churches, the Apof<- 
^* tolkal fee rightly informed.'* My« Lords, if this is an 
appeal to the tes of Rome, or if it be a notice of an in- 
tended appeal; and, my Lords, it muft be fomething, it 
ihould feem that the legiflature cannot ftir a &ep further : 
for it would be perfedly nugatory to pafs a law to 
give relief upon the condition of an oath ; when the per- 
fons, to whom tlie relief is offered, are divided into tw9 
parties ; one of which fay, " we cannot, lake this oath ;** the 
others fay, " we muft go to Rome, and afe the Pope, whe-^ 
" ther, under the circumftance of the interdifl of 4he ec- 
" cleiiaftical fuperiors, we miy take the oath, or no.** And, 
my Lords, fuppofe you amend the oath.; what afTurance can 
your Lordihips have that the Apoftolical Vicars will ap« 
prove the oath, as amended by your Lordfhips ? If they 
Ihould not approve it, the more fcrupulous Catholics will 
not take it. My Lords, the remedy for this feems to me ta 
be unique. The remedy would be, to find an oath, Which 
may he fufficient for the fecurity of Government, and 
which the majority of the Roman Catholics have already 
taken ; and the Apoftolical Vicars, havirt^ themfelves taken 
it, muft approve. Such, my Lords, is the oath which was 
require of th6 Roman Catholics by the law of 1778. 
And I am very ferry that that oath was ndt adopted in thji$ 
bilL But from what I have heard, I have much doubt, i£ 
we go into a Committee, we fliall be unanimous upon a 
motion for fubftituting that oath, inftead of the oath that^ 
Vol. XXX K k mw 
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now flands in the bill; and for thl$ rdafon> mj Lords^ I 
fear the bill is incurable* 
t My Lords, I have detaih«d yon much longer than I 

thought to have dbn^. It only remains that I thahk your 
Lordihips for the patient attentioA ^itb Which 1 have been 
honoured; and that I make it my requeft^ that ^yexpref^ 
(ions that. may have efcaped me, in the course of a f^teech^ 
in point of language In many parts quit6 trnpttmeditated) 
may be cai^didly i^nterpreted. My Lords, Whiat mofl o( 
all I deprecatei is^ that I may mot be fuf[$eAdd of infin-> 
cerity iti nfiy profeAions of atn kbhorfenCtt of the penal 
laws : that my obje(3ing to tha c^mmirmept xnf this bill 
may not foe deeined a ftnttagem of tnint^ to get tii of ths 
bufinefs altogefther, and difappoiAt the i^etidoners at your 
Lordlhips' b^r in their jnft expc^ations of rettef. My 
Lords, I call the gre^t feareher of hearts to witrSefs, ih&t 
there is no fuch duplicity, n6*fuch malice ki in y intent idn< 
My Lords, if your Lordfliips (fabuld be "mbvdd^ by What has 
been faid by me, or what may be faid with more arbility by 
others to the fame'efFeft, to rejeft tJiis bill> rafthfei than that 
the Roman Catholics ihould be finally ui^reU^ve^, 1 wooU 
pledge myfelf to your Lordfliips, to the R6man CathoKcs, 
and to my dountry, to bring in a bill, early in the next 
fef&On, Which fiiould ndt be pregfiant wilfh the i|^fehiefs, 
Which feem to me the Certain confe^elnCe of this hil* 
iiut I fhouM hope thiit your L6rdfliips WOnId not leave a 
Ihatterof fuch moment to iHie dilcrettoifi and abilities of any 
individual Lord, but tba[^ yo^r Lordfliips wfll think proper 
to tiame a Committee to reVife all the ftibfifting laws a- 
gainft the Roman Catb6lics» and tofranfie a brll for the re* 
peal of fuch as may w^ith ftfety be repealed. The only ob-» 
jeftion that I can fee t6 fuch a meafiire iis the delay, for it \t 
much too late in the fefflon to begin fuch a bofmefs. But, 
my. Lords, in a matter <i( thnf maghitude and importance, 
the Icgiilature ftiould think littk of t3fe ^feltty of a few 
months ; nor otiglit tlie Roftian Cittholica th^tiifelf'es to mur- 
mur at a delay, which may doitdbce to piit the relief they 
folicit upon a broad and p^rnvahent bafis* 
I.ord Lord Abingdon faid, the fubjeft rfiatter of the j>refent bilf 
Abingdon was (o immediately within the province <>f one defcrlption of 
Leeds only in that Houfe, It fo peculiarly belonged to their 

* In thit apprehenfion the Biftop had the'pl^afbre to find himfetf. 
sniftaken. Jn the Comitiittee of the whole Houfc upon the bill 
(June 4th} the oath as it ftood was, upon the Bi (hop's own motiort^ 
txpunged $ and the oath takren by the Roman Catholics in Ireland, in 
the year i774> with fome very flight alterations fubftituted. The 
Jriih oath is in cffcft* the fan^e with the oath of t'ii%, and, of thfe 
tltr^i' it drawa witk the greater Kcura^y. 

confi- 
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confidexation, and was fo fitly and rightly placed in their hands, 
that .what be had to fay was merely to exprefs his hopes, and 
which were truly founded on his expedlations, that the bill 
would poync out of the hands of thofe noble Lords as full oC to- 
leration, as might be confifl;ent with the fafety of theeftabliflied 
church of this country, and infoniuch with the fafety of the 
State, and more and other than this (being hin^felf no levelling 
Lord) he neither hoped for nor expefled, though perhaps other 
noble Lords, one at leaft, might be of a different opinion. 

There was, however, his Lordlhip faid, one remark he 
would make, and M'hich was this, that being bred up in the 
oMfchool, andtiot belonging to the pew One, nor having as 
yet imbibed, nor.n^yerflioula, the tenets or doSrines, politi- 
cal or religious, which thefe ntrvi homines in this enlightened 
age had fo l^ecttlativcly introduced for the practical fubverfion 
otfociety, it would feem to him, that the idea of a Protefting 
Catholic piflfenter, lor fo they call themfelves, and in faft arci 
fo^ althoiigh not fo nan^ed in the prefent bill, was an idea fo 
exiding in idea only, (o novel in its inftitution, fo fundamen- 
tally repugnant to the avpwed and eilabliflied faith and pradice . 
of that Ghqrch, a^d in ftort, fuch a foJe(:ifni ix\ terms^ that 
how fuch t ilun^bling block in limine ivvas to \>q got rid of, he 
knew not ; and got r^pf it npuft be, befpre^ny ope fingleftep 
f ould be taken in advance of the objedl oi the hill ; fof to fay 
that a Catholic {and here he muft obfe^ve too, that thefe DiU 
fenters were rib longer to be ci^led Roman Catholic, biit that 
the word f* Ronjan," in order, he fuppofed, to fhorten the 
phrafe, 05 perhaps more intentionally to malce room for th^ 
doftrine, was, as U were, by the figure of ellipfis to be cutoff) 
was to continue in the belief of the iRfalUbility of the Pope in 
fpi ritual rnattep, as they profefs to do, and were not to continue 
in the belief oirthe infallibility of the Pope in temporal matters^ 
as they prqfefs now not to do, w^s to fay — ^what ? It was to 
^yi his Lord(hip faid, certainly that which was T\ever profeffeci 
before ; but it was to fay more, it was to reafon rationally, if 
he might (b fpeak, upon an irrational topic ; for to tell him|, 
that a man c;ould open his mind to the belief of infallihility ia 
the one inftanoe, and fhut his mind to me belief of infallibility 
in the othpr, was to fay that which his fai^h at beft could not 
lead him to believe ; hut if \\ was ib, then, faid he, addio il 
fapa ; for where half is gone, the reft v^Ul follow ; and there- 
fore, h^s advice w^s, that ifthefe protefting Catholic Diifenters^ 
have thpught fit fo far to quit their papa, they mignt ^s well, i*» 
ynitation of ^ noble Duke of that Houfe, and of other illi|fr. 
trious examples, take ^t once to our mama ; or, in other W9rds^ 
if they have been induced fo far tp pverle^p^the pale of their 
father church, they might as well jump within the pale of our 
mother church, where, like the finner that repqnteth, there , 
will be more joy in them, than over ninety and nine juft per- 
^ns that need no repentance j where tqual tax(s> equal laws, 
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equal loaves and fifhes, will be all equally theirs, and where 
too, perhaps, they may find themfelves not one jot farther from 
Heaven than they were before. •Upon the whole then,.faid his 
Lordihip, my communion^upon this billihall bs with the noble 
Lords and the right reverend Prelates upon the bench, and he 
fhould certainly vote for it (for tua res agitur) in whatever (hapo 
it ihould come out of their hands. 
Sgrl Earl Stanhope fpoke in favour ^of tb^ bill. His Lordihip 

ttaohope. f^Hj that when the petitioners were afking to be freed JFrom 
theinjuflice and oppreilion of thofe fanguinary peqal laws 
that were a difgrace to our flatqte boo)cs, they were Bot 
merely afking a boon, but claiming what they were entitled 
to by the rights of men, and the rights of citizens. The 
noble Earl fpoke highly of the Roqian Catholics in tbis 
kingdom, and obferved, that the right which every man 
pofTefled of woffliiping Gpd in his own way, and agreeable 
to the dilates of his own ^onfcience, an u^alt^nable rights 
in the true fenfe of the word, we could not ali^oate from 
him, he could not alienate it from htmfelf. He hoped |io 
man would fay, that a wretch at the gallows, with the hal- 
ter about his heck, had not a right to c^H upon his Maker 
in any way that (lis confaience told him was right ; as well 
might we pretend to regulate the internal government of Ja- 
pan or China,*as to regulate the internal government of nien*« 
confciences ; the one w«\s not more remote from our power of 
control than the other. He thought t\ip prefent bill fhoulcl 
go into a Committee, and there receive fuch amendments as 
might be confidered as neceflary ; and he conceded with 
thanking the noble and learned Prelates, who feem^d to give 
the principle of the bill that f^pport whicl^ their wifdoii^ and 
gOpd fenfe tpid then^ it iperite^. 
Bukeof ^^^ Duke of Leeds faid, he had taken much paii^s to in« 
l.^j(|s. form himfelf on the fubjeA of this bill, and was ^ hearty: 
ffien^ to it, convinced, from his perfonal acquaintance witi\ 
thofe who were the ohjefls of it, that they merited all the 
redrefs which was meant to be given to them. His Grace 
thought, however, that it fliould be very fully dlfcufled ; 
and' was rather inclined to think, that it wquid be more for 
the intereft of the Catholics in general, that this bill was 
poilponed till next fefiion, when there would he time to, 
frame fuch n bill as would meet with no, qbje£^ioQ from any 
part of the Houfe ; hut he would make no motioin, ^nlefs ho 
thought the fenfe of the Houfe was with him. 

The Bifhop of Peterborough made a fliort fpeech in fa- 
vour of the principle, bu^ againft the claufes, of the bill. 

Lord Fauconberg faid a few wprds for the bill^ -and wiihe^ 
it to go into a Committee* 

Lord 
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Lord Loughborough fpoke to a conilderable length on the Lord 
bin. His Loidihip allowed that thefe was much weight in Loughbo* 
the different objeftions' flated by the noble and learned to}x^\u 
Lords who had fpoken in the debate, but ftill thought that 
the bill in a Committee might be fo amended, as to be per* 
feft, and give general fatisfadtion. He warned their Lord- 
ihips againft delaying it till another feflion ; and argued 
from the exan^ple of 1780, when he inflfted that all th^ 
differences of opinion, and confequently riot and confuCon, 
that broke out in a neighbouring kingdom then, and came 
into this, was occafioned by delaying a former bill of this 
nature from one feffion to another. If they were bnly to go 
through a few clailtes of it before the adjournment, the bill 
wou]d bereft in a much fafer and better (late, and no appre- 
henfions i^ould arife cpncerning it. Befides, all tlie decla- 
rations wl>ich had been made that night, fo much to the 
honour of^thofe who made them, would be entirely loft in 
efied, if, after communicating thetn to the Public, was 
added, but the bill was rejjeAed. This bill, he obferved, had 
been much argufcd in another place^ ^nd he really thought ic 
would be wrong to put it over, without going into a Com- 
mittee, or looking at any one claufe of it. 

The Mafquis of Lanjd(jwn likewife fpoke In favour of the Marqait 
billf fle thanked the noble and learned Bench of Prelates of Lanf. 
foi their concurrence in the general opinion, and faid, that^®^^"* 
he had al v|^ays fupported upon the fame grounds the Proteftant 
Diffenters, and the repeal of the teft afl, as a matter of right 
?p them. His Lordfhip owned, that his opinion as t6 Ca- 
tholics had been very different; their claim, if they had any, 
was an indulgence, not a right ; but from a ftrifl obfervance 
of theif change of charafter and fyftem in every part of the 
world, he was now inclined to think them a harmlers,'wife 
people, whodeferted the fame indulgence, andliad the fame 
right as other fedts to the proteflion and toleration of our 
laws. On the fubje(3 of toleration, he faid, he had but one "* 

opinion or principle and it was, that all religions ought* to 
be tolerated under a free Government, unlefs where the ex- 
prcife of that religion was dangerous to the State, He en- 
terejl ipto a great deal 0/ general argiSment and obfervation 
ppon what had been faid, and concluded with wifliing that 
the bill might not be poftponed. 

T he Bifhop of Salifbury fpoke for the bill, but thought 
there were many claufes which required to be difcufled fully 
and deliberately ; he concurred, however, in the general ar- 
guments that had been ufed by other noble and learned 
Lordj in thc| debr^tc. 

Lord'Fauconbefg fpoke a (hort time in explanation of what 
{le had iformerly ftated* 
^' ^ • \ Loni 
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Lord Lord Gr^nvUb rofe to exprefs his defire of g;oliig into the 
(Pr«nvillf, Committee, when the amendments fugg^fted by liobleLord^ 
inight be made with propriety and ef^cdt* He recommended 
this courfe,.and thought \t very poffiWe tteit the bill might; 
be amended to meet all the pbjcdiops which bad been fiartc4 
pgainil it. 

Lord Rawdoa faid a few wo^ds^ and agreed to thi^ 
courfe* 

The bi|l was accordingly rea4 a fecond %]me, and cpm^ 
tnitted. 

Tlie Houf^ adjourucd. 

. , Ipfifr/dayf 2d June, 

This day, at a little paft twelvjj o'clock, the ufual proc^f- 
Con took place. As foon as their Lordfliips were feated in 
the Court at Weftminfter Hall, Lord Kenyon (as Speaker) 
diredled the Counfel for Warren Haftings to proceed on tht 
defence, Mr. Haftings then rofe, and began a fpeech, which 
he read from a manufcfipt, and continued reading for near 
two hours, when he afked the indulgence dl a rcfpitc for t 
few minutes, which was granted him ; as foon as he found 
Mmfelf recovered, he proceeded, and concluded abovit fou( 
o'clock ; of which the following i^ the fubftance ; 

«* My Lords, 

'* HOW painfully focyer I may feel my difappointm^nt iq 
not being able to bring my defence before your Lordfliips dur« 
jng the continuance of theprcfent fefiion, I neverthelefs believe 
it to have been an indulgence which your Lordfhips would, if 
you could, have granted; but which it was nqt in your power 
to grant, without fuch a facrifice as an individual, fupported 
even by the call of juftice, in a trial which is*become of fuch 
magnitude and confequence, as to attr;i<4 th^ attention, and 
alarm the interefts 01 thoufands, could not expe£^ ; and I do 
therefore, with the moft patient and refpe(5lfut fabmlffioii| 
bow to your determination. 

^^ I am thankful for your allowance of this one day, in 
9ddit}on to the prefent fefiion. I hope in fuch a manner to 
avail myfelf of it, as to compenfate to your Lordfliips, no 
lefs than to myfelf, for tlie trouble of this fliort attendance, 
and to induce your Lordfliips to put an en4 fpeedily^ and 
for ever, to my long and unexampled profecution. 

'^ It was not rpy intention, had yojar Lordfliips complied 
with the prayer of my petition, to bring a laboured defence 
before you, applied to every allegation in tlie articles of the 
prof<9Cutipn. ' Neither could I hope lliat your Lordfliips 
would endure the time which would be recruited for it ; nor 
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€OuM Jy if I would, produce all the evidence which WouM 
foe n^cefiary for fuch a mode of detence* Of thirty-four 
gentlemen who compofc the lift of witncffes, whom I had 
briginally fele£led for examination^ to thedlfierenjt and fuc- 
ceffive Allegations of the charge, fome are dead ; fome returned 
to their fervice in India; olh^rs^ after an annuali but fruitleCs 
and diiheartening attendance, difperfed in unknown parts of 
thefe kingdoms, or, for ought that I can tell, in the remoter 
regions of Europe, Thofe whofe attendance I could engage 
are very few in number,' chiefly gentlemen conne£^ed with 
xneby the habifs of familiar iiitercouife, and their teftimony^ 
for that reafon, liable to be depreciated by the licence jwhich 
the Managers have a({umed with the charaSers of thofet 
even of their own witneiTes, whofe evidence has not anfwered 
their expectation of it. 

** Thefe, though com|Jetent to fpeak in my behalf in mat- 
ters of comparatively lefs itnportance^ may be unacquainted 
with the greater points. in my defence. My evidence, hovv^-* 
ever fele6ted, could not be fo complete as it might have 
been, upon fome points, becaufe thofe, from whom ftronger 
teftimdny might have been delivered, are no longer within 
my reach* 

<' In fuch cafes, would your Lordfhips admit it as an ex- 
cufe for infufficient. evidence, that I fhould have had better 
.to produce^ had my trial been brought within the compafs 
of a reafonable time ftom its commencement i Would it have 
been permitted to me, for inftance, to produce the minutes 
taken bj my Counfel and Solicitor, though attefted by them 
tipon oath, of the examtns^tion^of the late Lieutenant Colo- 
he) Eaton to a feries of adiscommitted under his immedediate 
notice^ and allj^roving inconteftibly the difaffaflion of Cheyt 
Sing, and a determinate plan to eredl his independence on 
our external and growing difficulties ? Yet I have no other 
fo firong to ofier to thefe points in corroboration to that, of 
Which your Lordftiips are already in poiTei&on; and of this 
lam deprived, not by &ny negle£t, or other caufe Which 
could be imputed totiie, but only by the effe(9: of that unpa-* 
talleled injury which I have fuffered, by the extenGon of a 
crimipal trial b^otid the chances of duration in human 
life. 

" This difad vantage, whicb every paflr year hasangmented^ 
ipvery coming year will continue to augment, if it has not al- 
ready attained that point, at which any evidence which I . 
fould call, would be inefFe(5ltial to the real ufes of it. 

" Nor is it of the infufficiency of any future evidence 
only that I complain. Even of the paft I may exprefs my 
fear that much muft be obliterated, and the whole rendered 
•bfcur^i from the various lapfes of time dnce it was deli- 
vered, 
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yetedy and from the impoflibility of diAinguifhing accurately 
between the remembrance of proofs, and the remembrance 
•of mere allegations. 

' *^ £vei;y year has taken from me ibme of my Judges, Nev 
have fucceeded, fome by creation, fome by inheritance^ and 
others by eleftion *• None of your Lordfliips will fuppofe 

I mean 


* The changes in the High Court of Juftice, fmce the trial of Mr. 
Ralling$ commenced^ are as follow : 

Peers who have diedy or are not returned in the prefent ParUament^ 


DEAD. 
Sukes of Cumberlanid 

Chandos 
' M^chcftcr 

St. Alban's 

Montague 

Leeds 
SuIb of Huntingdoa 

Ferrers 

Eoulet 

Clarendon 

"Pomfret' 

Hardwicke 

Oxford 

Abercorn 

Cowper 

Waldegrtve 

Kinnoul 

Graham 

Stanhope 

Guildford 
Vifcoants Montague 

Bolirtgbrokc 

Courtenay 

Dudley and Ward 
Biihops Shipley of St. Afaph 
Halifax of St. Afaph 
Bcauclerc of Hereford 
Harley of Hereford 
Law 0/ Carlifle 
Thurlow of Durham 
llaront LeDefpencer 
Say and Sele 
Grantlev 
Boringdon 
Berwick 
Hcathfield 
Craven 


Scott Peers not no*w in Pai^ 
liamettt* 

Marquis of Lothian 
Earls of Morton • 

Caffilis 

Galloway 

Hopetoun 

Aberdeen 

Selkirk 

Dunmore 
Lord' Kinaaird 


Total dead, or not in 
Pailiament 


\t not in! 
- - * J V 


Creationt. 

Lords Kenyon 
Dover 
Malmfbury 
Fife 

Mulgrave 
Fifberwick 
Verulam 
Grenville 
Douglas 
Harewood 
Morton, Douglas 

Nenjo Bifiops^ 

Dr. Douglas of Salifbuxy 
Cleaver of Chcfter 
Horfley of St. David's 
Beadon of Gloucefter 
Home of Norwich 
Vernon of Catlifle ^ 


JVVv. 


A. 1791. DEBATES; 8^7 

I mean any difrefpe£t, when I obferve that thefe cannot be 
fuppofed to poffefs, or to be capable of attaining, the fame 
knowledge of the paft proceedings as thofe who have attended 
to them from the beginning; an4 every obftrudlioxj to that 
knowledge is an injury to my caufe, if mine is, as 1 aflett it 
to be, the caufe of truth. 

" With fo many examples of the nncertainty of humait 
life, I cannot 4ielp adverting a little to my own. I thank 
God that 1 have had a mbre equal portion of health flnce the 
commencement of this trial, than confidering the broken 
fiate of my conftitution, my advanced age, and the vexations 
of a fix-year's profecutipn, 1 could hay.e reafonably hoped to 
poflefst Yet I have not been wholly exempt from {iich 
warnings, as make me dread to truft ^o the contingency of 
another year, the chance of an event fo neccC^ry to my 
peace of mind, as the termination of this tedious profecu- 
tion, if by any pre&nt eiForc I can obtain jt from your Lord^ 
ihips. 

. *^ For thefe reafons, and others operating with a ftronger 
force upon my mind, though unneceflary, and, perhaps, lefs 
fitting to be detailed to your Lordfhips, I have formed the 
relblutioa for which I folicited my appearance on this day, 
before your Lordlhips, and for which I am alone refponfible, 
whatever may be the event of it. 

** I deem it juft to my Counfel to declare, that although,' 
in all matters of a legal nature, I fliould rely moft impU^ 
citly upon their advice ; and although I have no lefs reliance 
upon their perfonal Zealand attachment than on their pro-' 
fefllonal falents, yet in this inftance I have followed the 
impulfe of my own judgement alone, without the aid of 
theirs, and even againft it ; for it was not a declCon fubjeft 
to the rules of legal prailice,, but urged by internal conii^ 
derations, of the force of which I alone could be the judge. 

*« If they could have made my cafe fo abfolutely their 
own, as to have felt the fame impr^flipn of it upon thei^ 
minds, that it might make uppn mine, ftill they could not 
adviie me to a6t upon that imprefldon with hazards by whicW. 
I alome might be the fufFerer, and which it might be poffiblc* 
to avoid by waiting to a d'iftant, though indefinite, feafon, 
fqr SL furer terminatigi) of ipy tri^V ^y ^ i^g^iar and detailed - 
Drocefs. 

Ni<w Pern for Scotland^ Total dead, or not re- 1 

. ^arli of Kelly turned in this Pailiament J ^' 

Lauderdale Creations and new Bidiops x 7 

Dumfries Bfew Peers for Sisotland 6 

Elgin — 

Glafj^ow Change! 7Q 
Torpichcp 
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. ^* My Lords, a great portion of my life has t)afred among 
a people with Whom it is an eftabliflied and favourite roaximy 
that Ipeedy injuftice, is better than tardy jufticc. 

*^ I Ihall not adopt this fentiment in the lite^ral extent of 
it ; /nor from your Lordftijps ihall I exped other than, at 
leaft, intentional juftice: but even to your Lordftiips, highly 
as I revere your authority, and truA to the purity of your: 
decifion, I will dare to avow,, that I had rathrr expofe my- 
felf to the hazard of your prefent condemnation, if 1 thought 
there was a hazard of it, than wait to another year for my 
acquittal, with the uricertaiaty, that even that year would 
.conclude the trial, 

*' But with far different expe6tations, I now declare to 
your Lorr'fliips, that I am willing and defirous to wave my* 
^lefehce to tlie charge preferred againft me by the Commons 
b.f England, and to ^refer myfelf to your Lordlhips' immedi- 
iate judgement, if your Lordfliips will he gracioufly pleafed to 
proceed to immediate judgehient upon it. 
' " For my Acquittal 1 truft 'moft confidently to the evi- 
dence addticed by 'my profecutors themfelves to make good 
their charged; having myfelf liftened with an attention fcarce 
eyef relaxed, br diverted from the procee^iings; and being 
fjtisfied, thit *not one criminal allegation of the charge has 
been eft abliflled againft me, and ajmoft every on6 refuted by 
their ownev'idence, either by the j-eplies 6f their oral witnef- 
ies, or by the written documents, or their context, added by 
the vigilance of my Cdunfel,^ to the partial and 'mutilated ex- 
traftsfrom them," which were introduced by the managers. 

" \ our Lordfliips will try my condufl by the evidence 
"Which my accufers have brought before you-— not by their 
fpeeches. ' They were fen t by their employers to accufe me, 
iajid to prove their ^ccufations, not to revVle me, ihuch lefs 
' to expatiate with all the licence of unreftrained declamation 
upon crimes, which their conftituents had not authorized 
them to charge againft m'e. But although I have reafon, 
frbrn my own obfetvation, tp beheve that their lahoured in- 
ye6lives produced on your Lordfliips! minds impfeflions fa- 
vourable to my caufe, ib proportion as they were cbntradifled 
by the evidente before you, y^t it was hot tp your Lordfliips* 
Ijearing alone that their inveflives were diredted. '■'' " 
'■ ** It is the cuftom of this country, and lapplaud and ad- 
jnire th» mbtivis andtheendbf iti that thtf Court, before 
which the trialis heard, ftiould be open and free of accefs to 
the W'.ole world, ' But, my Lords, this cuftom puts my 
fame' and' honour at iilbe with other judgements than your 
Lordfhips, and their judgements arfe formed not like yours^ 
upon calm ihveftigation; and cool unbiafled wifdom, decid- 
ing on 'the evidence only which has beenftated; no, my 

^■■•- ^' ■ * ' " '• ^ . ^' •'- ■ l4)rd^j 
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Lords, the audience come with other minds^ aud with dif* ' 
ferent motives. They come to hear the declamations of In- 
ve£tive, and to be amufed by the in|;ertuity of the orators.— 
jBold aflertionsj however unfotinded and unjuft, are believed 
b J thtemy becaufe they are boldly made, dod heard without 
refutation or denial. Mifled by the arts of eloquence, they 
are deceived into opinions, of which it is impoflible they caa 
either deteft the fallacy, or perceive the impofition. 

** They are pleafed and deluded by the talerits of the ora- 
tor; and whatever prejudices he wifhes to create in their 
minds, they of neceffity receive, and, after the entertain- 
ment of the day, depart with their pafTions inflamed, to 
communicate their effeds to the circle of their acquaint-* 
ance. 

** I know your Lordfliips do. xl0t eonfider fuch declatna- 
tions as any legal proofs, and I am confident you will not fuf- 
fer them to make the flighteft impreflion on your judgements; 
but is it poffible that the general efFeft of them thus fpread ^ 
abroad, can fail to embitter my life, and affedl my peace in 
fociety, as Jong as the trial lafts, by producing all the ill 
•onfequences oh the public opinion, of a condemnation ? For 
I fear, my Lords, that the axiom of the Englifh law, that 
every one is to beprefumed innocent until he is proved guilty 
by his Judges, will weigh but little whenbppofed to prejudi-* 
ces fo conceived and diffeminated. 

<* It is impoflible for me to refer Judges of this defcriptk)n| 
and unneceflTary for me to refer your 1 .ordfliips, fdir the true 
criterion of my conduft, to the real and legal procefs ; I mean 
to the evidence adduced, and adduced even by my profetfu- 
torsthemfelves; and I dare to repeat, that this evidence 
alone is fufficient for my acquittal, fo far as it extends ; and / 

th^t where it does not acquit, it does not in a fingle inftance , 

operate to my conviftion. 

" My Lords, the delay has, in fome meafure, been im- 
puted to myfelf ; how unjuftly is known to your Lord (hips> 
and to all who have attended this trial. It has been faid that 
I might have anfwered article by articlel That propofal 
was reje<5^ed by my Counfel, who alone were 'capable? of 
judging, of its propriety: but, my Lords, who could h^ve 
thought that four feflioris would elapfe before I fliouM have 
an opportunity of anfweting? There was no precedent in th^ 
hiftory of this kingdom of a criminal trial lalting even 
through one feflion of Parliament, much lefs through five. 

" It was impoflible for me to avail myfelf of the experi- 
ence of others in this cafe, though pofterity may avail itfelf 
of mine. But, my Lords, with refpedk to wilful delay :oa 
tiiy part, there never was a more unfounded aflertion ; for* 
Whilft my accwfers have their expences borwe by the public, 
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I am continually wafting my private fortune, :ind that fo ra- 
. pidly that every day's delay amounts to a fine. This citcum** 
llance alone was fufficient to exculpate me from every charge 
of delay and procraftination*: and this circumftance, my 
Loads, contributes its (hare (tlK>u'gh I own but a fmall (hare) 
in urging me to.folicit your immediate decifron. 

«* My Lords, it would be an endlefs tafk to enumerate 
all the items of accufation which have been made ufe of 
againft me during the courfe of this long and tedious trial.— 
I have been reprefented by one of the managers (to ufe his 
own terms) an Encyclopedia of Criminality. It is, how- 
. ever, generally fpcaking, fufEcient for the perfon accufed^ 
. to give a general denial to general charges. But it will not 
take up much time to ftate to your Lordmips the fubftance of 
the generah charges, fo often iep;ated, and fo loudly pro- 
claimed at your Lordiliips' bar, and to the Public* 

*• You have been told that I have ruined and depopulated 
the^provinces entrufted to my care; that I have violated trea- 
ties, and brought difgrace and difcredit upon the Britiih 
name in India; that I have opprefTed the native inhabitants 
by my extortion, or arbitrary demands of money; that I 
have walled the public trcafure by profufion ; and that I 
have been guilty of difobedience to the orders of my fuperiors. 
This is the fubftance of the general charges urged againft me ; 
and it is a great happinefs and comfort to me that I have it 
iiti my powfer toanfwer them by fadls of fuch public notoriety, 
a$ to require n o proof. 

•* My, Lords, in refntatloi^ of the firft, namely, that f 
ruined the country committed to my care, I need only fay, 
I increafed the revenues of my Government from three mil-, 
lions to five. They have increafed fince my departure, and 
are ftill increafing; infallibly proving thereby an increafeA. 
population, and a good Government in former years. The 
accounts delivered annually to the Houfe of- Commons by 
the Minifter for India are, indeed, the heft anfwer that caa 
poffibly be given to the charge which I am now fpeaking of* 

** In anfwer to my having violated treaties, and brought 
difgrace and difcredit on the Britifh nation, I deCre to inform 
your LordfKips, that the letters of MozufFer Jung and Fy« 
zoola Khan, to my fucceflbr in office were laid before the 
Houfe of Commons. They requefted to be treated by him 
as they had been treated by roe. To thefe I may add, the 
letters of Moodajee Boofla, the Sovereign of Berar, to Mr. 
Macpherfon, wherein he fpeaks of me in the moft bonoura- 
_ble terms, and expreflTes an anxiety for my health, far be- 
yond tTie common courfe of compliment. If farther tef- 
tiroony were requifite, I might alfo quot^, the letters of 
i^izam Ulmooll^ W Ki« Majefty, and of Madajee Sindia to 
1 ~ Hi» 
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sMajcfty, and to the Company) yet raore flrpngly expref- 
e of their fenfe of my juftice and good faith* 
** In anfwer to the charge of my having oppi^fled the na- 
^es by extortions and exa€kions, I have to offer the tefli- 
onials of all ranks of people in India in my favonr. I irult . 
)ur Lordihips have not forgot what my accufer faid upon ^ 
lis fubjefl two years ago. When thefe memorials arrived, 
; felt the weight of them. He found the fituation of an ac- 
ifer to be very aukward^ when the people, in whofe namo 
: had charged me with the groileft oppreffion* denied the 
uth of his accufations. He told your Lordfliips that the 
^(limonials were extorted, and, in a figurative manner of 
leaking, he faid, <^ that the hands were yet warm with the 
thumb fcreivs that had been put on them." 
^* The abfurdity of this declaration was fuch as to requiiie 
anfwer. My influence in India has Ic^g ceaied*. It i$ 
ery feldom that mankind are grateful enough to do even 
ommon juftice to a fallen Minifter ; and I believe there never 
vas an inftance in the annals of human nature, of an injured 
)eopIe rifing up voluntarily to bear falfe teftimony in favour 
»f a diftant, and profectttc4 opprefTor. 

** In anfwer to my having fquandered away the public 
treafure, 1 have only to refer your Lordfhips to the amount 
)f the expences, civil and military, of the Government of 
Bengal during^y Adminiftration, and that of my fuccefibr, 
n peace and in war : let the balance, which is very confider- 
ible in my favour^ determine whether I have been profufe^ 
)r economical. 

" In anfwer to the general charge of difobedience to the 
orders of the Court of Dirediors, 1 will not pretend to fay 

It I have in no inftance deviated froni their inftrudions; 

)ft affuredly I have ; but wherever I have done fo, I truff 

ihall be able to juftify thofe deviations by the neceffity of 
cafe, andbythe eventi 

1*' 1 hat the Court of Dire£lors were fatisfied with the 
iral line and tenor of my conduft, is evident from the 

hoks which I have been repeatedly honoured with by that 

y- 

p I have farther to fay, that the general fenfe of the pro- 
tors hiis been at all times in my favour ; for I have had 
itedly their thanks alfo^ in tne fuUeft and moft un* , , 
lified manner/ 

My lords, I am fenfible, that though I had the thanks 

approbation of my fuperiors in many inftances, and 

Jgh it is acknowledged by many of thofe who voted for 

impeachment, that my fervices were of the utmoft im- 

lance, and, in fad, have preferved India to this country* . 

fenfible; I fay, that notwlthftanding thefe thanks and 

fervices. 


\ 
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fervices, it is ftill poffible for line to have committed many iie- 
prehenCble adtions, and that the perforoiance of a thoufand 
meritoriou^-dceds, is no proof of innocence^ in other tranf- 
adlions. 

" My Lords, although! have fully and irrefutably anfirered 
all the-general charges urged again ft me, I cannot expeft yott 
will glwQ me credit for perfect innocejice in every pistticaUr 
jnftance, unlefs that innocence were proved by evidence n6w 
before you ; and it is witl>a view of recalling yourLordlbip^ 
attention to that proof, that I fhalLiiow enter into a curfcry 
examination of the criminal points contained in the four fo- 
veral articles which have been brought before yoilr Lordflilps. 

** It cannot be expef^ed I fhoujd reply, in Hie fpaceof oae: 
day, to every minute allegation which my accufers wooU 
have your Lordihips behold in a criminal point of view, — 
The want of ttme w4ll not permit to go into a detail ; and*I 
muft therefore direft my alteration to the great points of cri- 
minality, as they are called by my accufers. 

*' The firft charge which was brought before your Lor4« 
Ihips (I am forry to fay now more than three years ago) wd 
tnat refpedling Benares — and the points to which cricninalU 
is imputed are principally thefe: That I violated a treat 
with an independent Prince, by unjuftiy compelling him 
pay five lacks of rupees annually for three years ; tlut 
caufed his perfon to be arretted, and that I intended to im| 
upon him an enormous fine for imputed delinquency ; thai 
expelled him from his country, and appointed a fucceffbrwi 
a ftipulation of feventeen lacks of rupees advanced rent to 
Company. 

*^ My Lords, thefe are the luppofed principal paints 
criminality in the firft article. Thefe are not all^ but tl 
remainder are of an inferior nature, and fo dependent o] 
thofe which I have enumerated, th^t they mull iland or 
together, 

" My Lords, there is abundant evidence adduced by 
profecutors to ftiewthat Cheyt Sing was not an indepen< 
Prince. He was, as his father and grandfather had been, 
vaffal of Sujah Dowla. The diftridls of Benares and G1 
zepore were transferred /to our government by the pr«fi 
Nabob ofOude, at a time when I my felf could not be 
fwerable for any of the afls of Adtiiiniftration, being 
a minority. 

<* My Lords, it h true that my accufers t©ok infinite 
to prove that Cheyt Sing was made independent of our" 
vernment in every refpeA, except that of paying to it ann^ 
twenty-three lacks of rupees, and that we had irrev< 
bound ourfelves ^own not to exa6t, in any cafe whatevi 
larger fum than that }uft mentioned, AU this body o^ 
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is colIe£led from the difcordant minutes of the diiferent Mem* 
bers of the Council, and from the refolutions of the whole.—. 
Upon thefe minutes and refolutions they havarefted Cheyt 
Singes right of independency. . , 

" My Lords, I fcarcely need tell you, that whatever our 
various refolutions or opinions might be, individually or col- 
le£lively, they could not affe£k the right or title of Cheyt 
Sing to the Zemindary, nor the tenure by which he held it. 
jEIe was neither more nor lefs than a Zemindar. His Sunnud 
and Potjtah were made out, not from a copy of ftipulations 
and agreements between him and the Company, but from th« 
common formulae of fuch inftruments granted to Zemindars 
In the Company's original provinces. The Rajah never pre- 
tended any right to ftipulateor demand : he was content witli 
what tfie Company was pleafed to allow him. 

" M^y Lords, i do again infift upon it, that no arguments, 
votes, or* refolutions, of our Board, could confer any right 
or title upon Cheyt Sing, which he did not poffefs from his 
PottaH arid Sunnud : therefore the whole of the evidence, 
which the Managers have brought refpefting our various opi- 
nions on tjie rights of Cheyt Sing, is null and void ; and he 
muft be confidered the fame as any other Zeniindar of the 
Sritidi Government, with the exception of certain privileges 
conferred upon him, i^hich were accurately defined in the 
Sunnud and Pottah. 

** Perhaps there never was a more unfair attempt to de- 
lude a Court of Juftice than that of making me anfwerable for 
violation of a treaty with an independent Prince, who had 
no other claim to'independence than that of being fo ftiled in 
feme of our (^abates in Council, through the inaccuracy of 
Uaguage* 

"It follows frotn what I have faid, that if every Govern- 
ment has, in time of danger and neceffity, a right to increafe 
the taxes and revenues upon their fubjedis, we had alfo the 
fame right to increafe thie tax, rent, or revenue, or whatever 
name be given to Chqyt Sing's yearly payments, upon him, 
who was our fuhjeft, whenever necefSty fhould require it ; and 
of that neceflity Government pnly could judge. 
* " Thefe, my Lords, were my fen timents at the time 
when I moved in Council for a temporary fubfidy to be paid 
by Cheyt Sing, Thefe are my fentiments at the prefent mo- 
ment- I confidered taitation and prote6lion as infeparably 
arifing from each other. ' I never did look upon the Sunnud 
as exempting Cheyt Sing from the cuftomary demands.which 
all fuperior ftates in India make upon their dependants in time 
of war; namely, that of aids both in money and troops. To 
this point of right in our Government, to demand aid in 
troops and money during a war, I muft entreat your Lord- 
'^ . ' " ihips 
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ftiips moft particularly to attend; for if your Lordfhips fhall 
be of opinion with His Majefl:y*s prime Minifter, an opinion 
delivered wkh much Iblemnity in the Houfe of Commons, 
that our Government did poffefs the right, tlien all the cri- 
minality imputed to this demand of a contribution of Cheyt 
Sing vanifhes, and is totally annihilated. But fliould your 
Lordihips think otherwife, which I cannot for a moment 
foppofe, in that event my guilt will be a mere error of 
judgement, which is rather a weaknefs of human nature than 
a fault. 

" Again, if your Lordfliips think wi:h me, that we had a 
right to call upon Cheyt Sing, then the next queftion will 
be, whetfier our demands were too great for the urgency of 
<he occafion, or beyond his ability to comply with. The 
fum demanded was only five lacks, and it was not made till 
after we commenced a war with the Mahratias, and vhad re- 
ceived intelligence of a war with the French, and thought 
ourfelves in danger of an invafion 

*' My Lords, I need not enter into a detail of the various 
objeftions, difficulties, and delays, which Cheyt Sing made 
iti the payment of the required aid. It is fufficient to ac- 
knowledge, that I went up the country determined to call 
him to account for his mifcondu(£t. The refult was his jm- 
prifonment and refcue, a rebellion, and his confe^uent expulr 
Hon from his country. 

" My Lords, if we had a rfght tp an extraordinary aid 
from our Zemindars in time of war, we had a right to en- 
force that demand. We did enforce it lipon Cheyt Sing; but 
i| was attended with fo many increafing difficulties and de- 
lays, that it almoft rendered abortive the purpofes it vfAS in? 
tended for at a moft critical feafon. 

" My Lords, it is urged againft me as a matter of great 
criminality, that I put the Rajah Cheyt Sing under arreft.— 
It is true, I did fo; but his-^arreft was not attended with any 
difgraceful reftraint, for it was in his own houfe. 

*^ It is alfo urged againft me with much acrjmony, that I 
intended to lay a fine on the Rajah of fifty lacks qf rupees. — 
The fum is undoubtedly large in found ; but it by no means 
exceeded the ability of Cheyt Sing to pay it with eafe, as is 
evident from the treafures left behind him, after he had em- 
ployed all his carriage cattle to export his gold and jewels to a 
foreign territory. He mu ft have been imn^enfely rich ; and a 
fmall fine would not have been felt as any puniftiment by ^ 
man of his opulence. But, my Lords, whether I was wrong 
or right in my intention, I had no other view in it than that 
of relieving the neceflities of the Company, by an a£l which 
I conceived to be ftri<5t1y juft. And after all, there certainly 
can be ao crime m an unexecuted ir^tention^ an inteatioii 
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which the Rajah knows not to this hour, and which IpofEbly 
might have altered upon the Rajah's fubmiffion and proinife of • 

betler conduit. ' 

** The next point of criminality is, that I appointed a 
fucceffor after the expullion of Cheyt Sing, and increafed the 
revenues to feventeen lacks of rupees annually. 

" My Lords, there was no alternative between the refto- 
ration of Cheyt Sing, and the appointment of a fucceffor,— 
The former was irapoffible, and the latter confequently un- 
avoidable. In my choice of a fucceflbr, J was guided by the 
rules of confanguinity and hereditary fuccefSon; and in fet- 
tling the revenues, I did what my duty to the Company re- 
quired of me. I fixed their amount from the bed informa- 
tion of the country's abilities to pay it; and the annual pay- 
ments of the fame fum, from that time to the p'^efent, with 
trifling balances in fome years, which have fince been rea- 
lized, are a fufficient teftimony of its not being over- rated. 

" Before I quit this article, it may be necelfary to call the 
attention of your Lordihips to another point: — Acting, q| I 
did, under a delegated authority, I maintain, that whenever 
my fuperiors had information both of my opinion and conduit, 
and exprefled no difapprobation of either, their filence amount- 
ed to an approbation, artd may be juftly pleaded by me as a 
full juflification of my conduft. When Ifirft propofed fh$ 
demand of five lacks of rupees a year during the war, a doubt 
was ftartsd by Mr. Francis as to our riglit of making it; I 
recorded my opinion, that wepoffeiled that right which is in- 
herent injall Governments, of calling upon their fubjedts 
lor extraordinary aids upon extraordinary emergencies, and 
that we were not precluded from excrcifing that right by any 
engagement made wjth Cheyt Sing, 

*^ A fecond debate arofe at the Board upon the fame quef- 
tion in confequence of his delays and e^afion?, and a pointed 
reference was made of the queftion, in both inftances, to the 
Court of Directors, frop whom 1 never received one- word of 
Cenfure or difapprobation to what we continued to do, and 
regularly reported in our letters and minutes, for three years 
fucceffively. The fame communication v/as made to His 
Majefiy's Miriifter, the prefentEarl of Guildford, with whom, 
at his own requeft, I coFrefponded for many years^ 

*^ My Lords, it would be an extremely hard cafe to make 
me anfwerable for an error in judgement; mto which, if I 
have fallen, I have fallen in common with my immediate fu- 
periors, and HisMajefty'sMinirter. But, my Lords, I feel 
niyfelf fo firong, fo grounded on the matter of right, that I 
hold it almoft impoflible there fliould be a diffenting opinion 
Li any human being who w^ill be at the pains of examining the 
queflion with impatiality. 

. Vol. XXX. 'Mm. « My 
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*^ My Lords, in the courfe of this trial, my accufer", tp 
excite a popular odium agalnfl me, have called me the abet- 
tor or ufurper of arbitrary power. I certainly did not ufe the 
words^ arbitrary power in the fenfe which has been imputed to 
me. The language, it is true, was not my own, fori wa^ 
indebted for that part of my defence to the aiRftance of a 
friend; but this I pan aver, that nothing more was meant by 
* ;irbitrary power than difcretionary power. I ccnfidered my- 
jfelf and Council as inverted with that difcretionary power 
which Gommanders in Chief have over tiieir armies, whic!^ 
the egiflature has lately conferred in a greater extent on Lorcj 
Cornwallis finely, and which ail Governments have in their 
leg i flat ivp capacity oyer the property of their fub]e^5» { 
never confidered that my will or caprice was to be the guide 
of my conduct, but that I was refponfible for the ufe of th^ 
authority with which I was inverted, to thofe who had con- 
f erred it on me. 

" My Lords, let me be tried by this rule: Di4 I a^ PHJ-r 
dently andconfirtently with the intereft of my fuperiors, antj 
of the people whom I governed ? Whatever may be your Lord^ 
ihips* opinion upon this queftion, I can with a fafe confcienc^ 
declare to all the v^orld, that my Intentions were perfedljf 
■upright, and biafled by no felfifli confiderarions whatever. 

f* My Lords, having faid thus much on the fuhje6l of th^ 
firft articje, t niuft pray your patience whilft I n^ake a few" 
comments on the fccond- * 

** The principal point of imputed criminality in thi? arti: 
cle is, that after the Supreme Council had ggaranteed the Be-' 
gum in the poffertion of the treafure left in her cufi:ody by her 
deceafed hufl^and, Sujah Dowlah, I permitted her fon tore- 
fume by force the faid treafures, and thereby violated th^ 
guarantee. In order to influence the minds of your Lordfnips 
and the Public, great pains were taken by my accufers to re; 
prefent roe as guilty of the moft atrocious cruelties and barba- 
rities in the a<^ of refumption/ I haye, however, the bappi- 
nefsto find, that it is totally unneceflary for rne to enter int(^ 
an exculpation of myfelf with regard tp the latter part; for 
' the evidence of Captain Jacques and Major (Silpin clearly 
proves, no^ only that no cruelties were conimitted in the man- 
ner which is ftated in the articles, but if there really had beer^ 
any cruelties committed, no blame could be imputed to roc, 
iior to any perfon afling under the Briti(h Government.-;. 
That the refumptipn of the Beguna's jaghepfs, and there* 
fumption of her treafure, had my approbation, I Readily a": 
pit; nay more, I admit, that after I had given my c.onfent 
to the Nabob's refuming all the jagheers, and refuming ^H 
the treafure, 1 did earneftly urge him to carry his intention? 
into effca. 
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** My Lords, at the time of my giving this confent, I was, 
from the intelligence I had received, fully convinced of the 
Begum's difafFedlion to our Government. It was not my 
opinion only, but it was the general rumour of the country, 
that (he and her Minifters aided and fupported Cheyt Sing in 
his rebellion. That fuch was the general rumour and puplic 
opinion, is evident from the affidavits already h':jfore your 
Lordfhips; and notwithftanding the ingenuity of the Mana- 
gers, who laboured to explain away their meanings, thry ftijl 
contain and afford the moft ample proof of the hoflile inten- 
tions, both of the Begum and her Miniflers, towards our 
Government. But bad the continuation of this fefSon, en- 
abled me to enter into a detailed defence, I could have 
brought the mod irrefiftible evidence to prove, not only the 
general rumour and opinion, but alfo that the Begum did^ 
through her Minifters, aftually lend her affiftance to our fcie- 
mies. 

" My Lords, I believe there is no fiate in the world that 
confiders a guarantee, made in favour of another ftate, bind- 
ing any longer than whilft they, continue in amity with each 
other. The firft hoftile a£t of the party guaranteed is, and 
rouft be, a fnfficient reafon for withdrawing prote(£lion. 

** It is not expe<3ed that we ftiould proteft our enemies. — 
It is true the Begum could not be confidered as the Queen or 
Emprefsof an independent ftate: fhe was properly a lag- 
heerdar, under the dominion of her fon ; and, perhaps, there 
was much more internal criminality in making the guarantee^ 
than in withdrawing it. The aft of making it was not mine; 
it was done by the Rcfident without the knowledge of the 
Board ; but it had their approbatipn after it was done. Nei- 
ther do I contend, that our Government was t\ot bound to 
the fulfilment of the conditions. But as a great clamour 
had been raifed without doors about the refumption of the 
Begum's treafure, and as it has been reprefented as a mofl: 
unnatural a£t for a fon to rob his mother, I hope your Lord- 
fliips will allow me to ftate and explain the matter. 

*« When Sujah Dowlah died, he left a large fum of money 
in the cuftody of his wife : fhe had been his treafurer, and "* 

was fo at his deceafe. By the Mahomedan laws, the widow 
having a dower or fettlement, is not entitled to any fhare of 
the inteftate's effefts. Sujah Dowlah died without a will; 
and though pofleffed of a very large fura of ready money, was 
alfo very deeply in debt. His debts, if paid, would proba- 
bly have confumed every rupee in his treafury. in India, 
as in all other countries, debts muft be paid, if there are fof- 
ficient aflets, prior to legacies, or any diftribution among^ 
the heirs. In any point of view, the Begum had no legaT 
right to the trcafurcs of Her deceafed iufband: fhe had np 
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' right, except that of pofleflion ; and of that her fon would 

have forcibly deprived her, had not the.Refident interfered 
with his conciliatory advice between them.^ Nothing could 
excufe his interference, but the confideration of the near re- 
lationfliip between the parties, and the certainty of the Na- 
bob's having his juft right at the death of his mother. Had 
my accufers thought fit to have taken the other fide of the 
queflion, they cotild with as mucheafe, and wiih much more 
juflice, have influenced the minds of their hearers againft the 
mother for her unnatural conduft to her fon, than they did 
influence t,hein againft the fon for ill condudt to his mother. 
I fay with much more juftice, becaufe the fon had a right by 
the laws of his country, whidi his mother had not. If the 
latter was deprived of the treafure, flie was only deprived of 
that fome years later, of which flie could make no ufe, and 
which (he ougflit voluntarily to have given up fome years 
fooner. My Lords, I fpeakthis on the equity of the cafe; 
for though it may be contended that the Begum had a right to 
the treafure, by the Nabob's coneeffion and our guarantee, 
iflie never had, nor could have, an equitable fight to retain it. 
There would have been nothing unjuft or unnatural in the 
Nabob's taking by force the treafure left by his father, if he 
had done it in the firft inftance, and appropriated it to the' 
payment of the immenfe debts which Sujah Dowlah owed 
when he died, and which the fon was obliged to pay. It is 
nothing more than is done frequently by our Courts of Juftice, 
who will compel an avaricious mother to divite her deceafed 
huftjand's pi operty with her children, by an execution on liet 
goods, or imprifonment of her perfon. 

" If there would have been nothing 'improper in the Na- 
bob's infifling upon his right in the fit ft inftance, there could 
be nothing unnatural in what he did in the fecond inftance:- 
, he only cxercifed a right which he was reftrained from ufing 
by a foreign influence, which, as I have faid, was not very 
properly exerted. 

" But, my Lords, whether our interference in the original 
difpute between the mother and the fon was right or not, it 
was certain fhe wasentitled to our favour no longer than while 
file continued todeferve it. 

** My Lords, after I had, upon the fulleft. convidlioh of 

the Begum's difaffedtion to our Government, confented to 

the refumption of the treafure and jagheers, it is true, I was 

* defirous of having it carried into immediate efFed, But the 

refumption of the jagheers was firft propofed by the Nabob 

himfelf to be general ; and the point upon which I afterwards 

I preffed him was, that of reluming the jagheers from his or- 

^derlies — a defcription of men that were by no means deferv- 

ing of his couuteuance or favour. He never was averfeto 
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the refumption of the jagheers which were held by his mother; 
' but rather than extend that refuroption to his orderlies, though 
originally propofed by himfelf, he would have abandoned the 
plan altogether. This I oppofed ftrenucufly, becaufe, hav- 
ing coniniitted myfelf by the ajQTent I gave, 1 could not brook 
the idea of my name being made ufe of for the purpofe of mak- 
ing fo unworrhy a diftinftion, which muft haveaiFedted both 
thecharadler of myfelf, and of the Englifh Government. 

" Much criminality has been imputed to my negleft •£ 
the Company's orders, which enjoined me to make a judicial 
inquiry into the truth of the Begum's difaflFeftion. My 
Lords, I pofitively deny now, as I did at the time in Bengal, 
that any order was tranfmitted to us, to make any inquiry at 
all; and. if upon any conftruiVion of language it had been 
deemed an order, which it was not by any one Member of 
the Board, it would have been an a6l of infanity in us to have 
•beyed it, in Auguft, 1783, when a perfe£l reconciliation 
had tajcen place between the Nabob and his mother. Suck 
an inquiry would have thrown all the Nabob's dominions into 
utter con fufipn. To have entered into an inquiry, if it had 
beea ordered, which I affirm, and fo did Mr. Macpherfon, 
after attentively reading the letter, it was not, would have 
opened the breach again, and, perhaps, prevented it from 
ever clofing : befides, no arguments upon earth could have 
cor^vinced the Nabob of the propriety of his reftoring the 
treafurc, which ever was, in ftriS juflice and equity, his 
own, and of which he had been unjuflly kept out of poffef- 
fion. 

" My Lords, there is a contradiftioii in the charges 
brought againfl me by my profecutors, which ftiews that 
their zeal for accufing, tranfported them beyond the bounds 
of judgement. I am accufed of wringing by violence from 
the Nabob, his confent to the refumption of the treafures' 
and of the jagheers in one part of the article; and in another,i 
of having fold my confent to the fame meafure for ten lacks; 
of i\ipees to the Nabob. j 

" My Lords, it is impoffible thefe two propofitions cam 
ftand together: they contradi<£l: each other, and I pofitivelyl 
deny them both. I have another obfervatron to make with 
refpeS to the refumption of the jagheers. It was flipulated 
with the Nabob, that an equivalent in money Ihould be an- 
nually paid to the Begum, in lieu of the lands of which flie 
was deprived. There was certainly no injufticein this, and 
the meafure was of infinite fervice to the Nabob'^s Govern- 
ment; for.it cut ofF thofe mifchiefs to which a divided au- 
thority is always liable in India. 

" I mufl intreat your Lordfliips to remember, that at the 
time I formed an intention to levy a fine upon Cheyt Sing, 

and 
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and when I confented to the refumption of the Begum's trea- 
fure, our Government was in the utmoft diftrefs for money, 
I need not in this place enter into a minute detail of the fe- 
veral armies we then had in the field, or of the various de- 
mands upon me for immediate fupplies of treafure. It is 
fufficient to fay, that the diftrcfs was as great as it was pof- 
fible to be without an aftual ftate of bankruptcy, and infol- 
vency. It was very natural, under fuch ci re urn fiances, for 
me to avail myfelf of every juft means of fupply, which for- 
tune might throw in my way. It might, and I may fay it 
aflually did, incline me toraO. with greater promptitude and 
decifion than I otherwife fhould have done. I do not, how- 
ever, n>ean to fay, that the want of money for the public fer- 
Yice would have induced me to take the very meafures I did : 
neither is it necellary to fay what meafures I ftiould have ta- 
ken, under other circumftances, to procure the fpeedy pay- 
ment of the Nabob's debt. But it would have been highly 
criminal in me, had I negle£ted or refufed to give my alien t 
to the Nabob's propofition, which was founded in juftice and 
expediency, both for his Government and ours, and particu- 
larly at a time when treafure was fo much wanted for the pay- 
ment of our armies* 

" My Lords, 1 do moft folemnly declare that I afted to the 
beft of my judgement, paying due regard on the one hand ta 
the laws of juftice and on the other to the intereft x)f my em- 
ployers. To myfelf individually it was a matter of no mo- 
ment how the exigencies of the fervice were fupplied, fo they 
were aftually and efFedlually fupplied. 1 could have no undue 
bias upon my mind ; for had I been inclined to aft corruptly, 
1 might have found my own account in forbearance^ but not 
in exadion* 

** The next chaw, my Lords, is that of the prefents, and 
' it divides itfelf into two parts, viz. that of the concealed, and 
that of the avowed prefents. 

'* In anfwer to the firft, I need only fay, that there is no 
proof before your Lordfhips of my having accepted any thing 
more than the common zeafut * ; and even of this there is no 
other proof than my own admiffion. I will not pretend to 
deny, I never did deny, that I accepted the ufual entertain- 
mejnts which were then (for it was previous to theacl of Par- 
liament prohibiting the receipt of prefents) ufually given to 
the Vifitor, by the Vifited. The Nabob of Bengal received 
a thoufand ficca rupees a day for a fimilar entertainment from 
the Company, as often as he vilited the Goveri>or in Calcutta. 
It was ufual in the country, and it is impoflible for any per- 
tQU to read any oriental hiftory, without knowing, that thj| 
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cuflom has prevailed all oyer the Eaft» from the moft ancient 
times to the prefent. My predeceflbrs> as I was informed^ . 
had received the fame, and it was never held criminal in tliem. 
I can moft folemnly affirm for myfelf, and I dare fay it might 
be faid for my predeceflbrs alfo, that I did not add one rupee 
to my fortune hy this allowance ; and I am confident Imuft 
have charged as large a fum to the Company, if it had not 
been paid to me according to invariable ufuage, from the 
Nizamut. It is impoffible there could have been any thing 
wrong in this tranfaflipn : not only was it a matter of public 
notoriety nev.er denied by me, but the opinion of Counfel 
was taker) by the Company, as to the propriety of commenc- 
ing a profecution againft me for it, at a time when the Minif- 
Jer wilhed to feize any ground for removing me from my fia- 
]tion, through the medium of the Court of Dire6lors. The 
^egiflaturp, fince jthis bufinefs was the fqbjefl of difcuflion, 
has .tbreye {everal times appointed me Governor pcneral of 
Bengal, ^t the recommendation pf that Mipiften Surely, 
my LordS; it cannot be the intention of my cpuritrymen, after - 
arailing themfelves pf my fervices a$ long as they wanted 
them, to call me to an acppunt for a^Sls, vyhich were publicly 
known fifteen years ago, If there was any priminality m my 
receiving the amount of my expences from the Nabob, it was 
iufficient to have induced my fuperiors to havip recalled me at 
ihe time when they firft knew of it: hut it was never held up 
to the world as a Jieinous o£Fen(:e, till my enemies tljought 
k might be of ufe, to load the fcale of criminality. 

« Time, my Lords, will not permit me to fay any more 
;n exculpation of myfelf from the remainder -^of the alle- 
ptions in this part of the article, nof is it neceffary, fince 
no evidence has been given upon them ; but I folemnly de- 
clare tjiat each allegption is utterly fqilfe, and without a (ha- 
dow of foundation ; I folemnly cjeclare, that I never, direQly 
or indire<91y, received a prefent from Nundcomar, or any 
other perfon mentioned iu this divifion of the charge. 

" I muft haf^en jto make my obfervations on that part of 
the charge which is palled the avowed p^efents. - 

" My Lords, the Managers of the profecution againft me 
have here prepared a two-edged fword ; for they have endea- 
youre4 to Oiew a double fli^re of criminality in this tranfac- 
tion. Firft they conten4, that I took the prefents with a 
(Corrupt intention, and would have kejit them, had not ray 
fears urged me to a difclofure ; and fecondly, that the receipt 
of prefents, though for the ufe of the Company, was a 
})reach of an aiSl of Parliament. In fupport of the firft con- 
clufion, they have .nothing but their own fufpicions, which 
hey have endeavoured to imprefs upon the minds of your 
-.prdihips^ by attempting to ibew ^ variation in the feveral 
' "" - accounts 


t 


sr2 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791. 

accounts which I have given refpedling the time and manner 
. of receiving them.' 

*« To repel this moJe of attack, and to efface the fufpi' 
cions which they endeavour to raife, I have the oath of Mr. 
Larkins, a man of the higheft charafler for truth and ho- 
nour,, whofe integrity has been repeatedly acknowledged by 
Earl CornwaHis, the Board of Control, and the Court of 
Directors, and whom I believe to be as rigidly honeft a man 
as any in Europe. That there are variations in the different' 
accounts I admit. Many miftakes I have made, which have 
flruck me with as much aftonifhment as they could poffibly 
llrike any of ^ur Lordfhips, If there had been any afl 
done by me a tew years ago, of which I conceived myfelf 
warranted to fpeak With a more perfe<ft recolle<Slion than 
another, it was thjs : That before I left Calcutta, in July 
1781, I'^had endorfed the bonds of which your Lordftiips 
have heiri fo much, and had left them with Mr. Larkins, 
to deliver up to the Council, in the event of my deaths So 
deGrous was I that the ftatement of this faft ihould not reft 
upon myaffertion, that I defired a fearch might be made at 
the India Houfe for thofe bonds, or for copies of them ; but 
rone were to be found. I then requefted Major Scott to • 
write to Mr. Larkins in my name, and to defire a fearch to 
be made for them in Calcutta; and if found, that they might 
be publicly tranfmitted to t1ie Company. They were found: 
. they were fent to the Company in 1789 by Earl CornwaHis, 
at the exprefs requifition of Mr. Larkins, who ftates in his 
letter that he made that requifition at my defire, tranfmitted 
to him by Major Scott; but to my utter furprife, the en« 
dorfement of the bonds is not d^ted until the 25th of Mavi 
1782. 

** After this faft, my Lords, I am as ready as any man 
to acknowledge, that I have been imprudent in a degree that 
merits fome of the refledlions fo ilHberally thrown out againft 
me, for having written, 95 I have too often done, on mat- 
ters of account, in which I have myfelf been previoufly con- 
cerned, without having a finglc paper or document of any 
fort near me at the time 1 wrote ; for I admit it to have been 
well obferved by the Manager who clofed the article of pre- 
fents, that I not only affirmed I had endorfed the bonds in 
the middle of 178 1, but had a^gned a reafon for fo doing; 
namely, left I fhould die during my abfence from Calcutta. 
, *^ My Lords, after this, I fhould he almoft afraid to ha- 

Ssard a fappofition ; but as the b- nds were left with Mr. 
LarkinSf as my attorney, and as Mr. Larkins knew from 
the firft chat tlicy were not my property, 1 conclude that I told 
|»im, in 1781, that in the event of my deceafehe wastode- 
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liver ^hep to tke Council, which I confoanded with the ad 
of having endprfed them. 

*' But, my t'Ords, from all the inaccuracies in the accpunt$ 
before yop, I ^eiy any candid ipan alive to draw this con- 
clufion; that I int^ided for a moment to apply this money, or 
^ rupee of it, to my ow« ufe. 

** My Lords, you cannot fufpefi me of a fraudulent jnten-* 
tipn, .without looking upon me as the weakefl, or upon Mr. 
Larkins, as the mo tl perjured of mankind. Had my con- 
ftrudlTon of the purpofe intended by the endorfement ofjthe 
bonds been indented for the^ptirpafe of deception, I (hould 
have flopped when I had affigned it. Inilead of tWs> I 
fought, and with a diligence whicli it is not lijfcly ^hat I 
fiiould have employed to detefl niyfelf in a falfehood ; fif ft, 
for aathenric copies of the endorfed bonds at the India Houfe, 
and afterwards for the originals in Calcutta* Thcfe being 
found, proved that I had erred in my account of the tranfac- 
tion; but it alfo demonilratively proved« that I had given 
that account, believing it to be true; and prefuraptively, 
that my intention and confequent inftru6lions to Mr. Lar- 
kins were, that the bonds, in tl^^ event of my death, ihould 
be cancelled by him. 

*' Time will not allow mi to enter into a detail of the va- 
rious circumftances, and to give my reafons for accepting 
the prefents, farther than to repeat what I have often declared, 
that the neccfllties of the Company's fervice made jnt joy- 
fully fnatch at every juft means of relieving tliem» The 
Managers have totally failed in their endeaiN)urs to ihew any 
corrupt aft done by me in favpur of the perfons from whom- 
thefe prefents were received. The lands at Nuddeea, Di- 
nagepoor, and Bahar, were let to the bed poffibleadvantage^ 
and every means taken to realize their revenues. . 

" My Lords, it will depend upon your Lordffaips to give 
me what degree of credit you pleafe. Whether I intended for 
a moment to apply any one of the fums received by me to 
my own ufe, is a point which can be known only to God ah4 
my own confcience, I can folemnly, and with a pure con - 
fcience, affirm, that I never did harbour fuch a thought for 
an inftant: and permit me to add, ray Lords, "that 1 was too 
intent upon the means to be employed for preferving IndFa 
to Great Britain, from the hour in which I was informed that 
France meant to ftrain every nerve to difpute that empire 
witl? us, to beflow a thought upon myfelf, or my own pri- 
vate fortune. . 

" With refpeft to my having violated an afl; of Parlia- 
ment, I do by no means admit that 1 have done it : that de- 
pends, not upon what I have done, hut upon what yourLord- 
fliips may do; that is, upon what conftru£lion your Lord- 
VoL. XXX. Nn aups 
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fliips may put upon the difputed claufe. I can only fay,, that 
I interpreted it* to the beft of my judgement; and if I have 
erred, IJiave done fo in common with many others.* No 
perfon ever fuggefted to me, that the aft of rarliament de- 
prived the Company of the right of receiving the cuftomary* 
prefents, till I heard that interpretation from fomc Members 
of the Hcufe of Commons. 

" My Lords, I fliould think it impoffible for your Lord- 
fiiips to fix any criminality upon incurable ignorance— I hy 
incurable'-^for though your Lordfhips fliould punifti me in 
the fevereft manner for this mlftake, the example can he of 
no ufe to the prefent generation, nor to pofterity : for yoa 
can ntfver give a common underAanding the powers of diving 
into the latent meaning of an obfcure claufe in an aft of 
Parliament ; a claufe of which its real, but latent meaningy 
is at variance with its grammatical conftruftion. 

^* But, my Lords, a criminality of this nature muft de- 
pend as well upon the underfianding of the Judges, as of the 
party accufed; for it is poffible that his interpretation may bo 
right, and theirs wrong. 

« But, my Lords, I have two obfcrvations to make, ei- 
ther of which alone would be a full anfwer to the point of 
criminality : Firft, that there can be no criminality in un- 
avoidable error; for though it is a maxim in law, that igno- 
rance is no excufe, it goes upon this fuppofition, that infor« 
mation was poffible; which, in my cafe, it was not. b>e- 
, condly, that *^ Commums error facit Jus f fot every body that 
I had occafion to converfe or correfpond with feemed all to 
underftand the claufe in the fatpe light as I did. 

'^ I muft here conclude my comment upon this article, 
with again declaring the, purity of my intentions; that I ac- 
cepted the prefents for the good of my employers, and that I 
employed them in their fervice at a time when the Govern- 
ment of India was diftrelTed beyond the power of defer ipt ion. 

" My Lords, the fourth article is that of Contrafts and 
Allowances, It comprehends, in a Government of thirteen 
years,, five difFerent heads. 

« The firft is, that I gave Mr. Sulivan a contraft for 
opium, which proved very lucrative to him, and that I gave 
it without putting it up to the loweft bidder. Thefafts are 
true, and it is incumbent upon me to explain every circum* 
fiance in the tranfaftion. It was I myfelf that created that 
rcfource of revenue for tlie Company, and they derived 
much advantage from it, above half a million fterling in my 
Governnnfent. 

" The value of the opium contraft was firft afcertained by 

•uftion, and we accepted the propofals of Mr. Griffith and 

Vrt Wilton, who were the Igweft of thirteen bidders. Wa 
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gave it to them a fecond year ; and ixi 1777 this contraft was 
given to a friend of Mr. Francises, to a Mr. Mackenzie, who 
held It three years upon the former terms knd then it was 
given to him for one year longer. It was next given to Mr. 
bulivan, who, it feems, fold the contradl at a very advanced 
rate to Mr. Benn^ who afterwards fold it to Mr. Young; but 
of this fale I was utterly ignorant, until after my arrival in 
England; and Mr. Sulivan was, during the whole period of 
his contrail, the perfon refponfible to the Ealt Jndia Com- 
pany. 

*' My Lords, it was impoffible for me to know the exad^ 
price of opium In the provinces; and it now appears upon 
evidence, that it was purchafed by the fecond contrafiors 
much cheaper than ever it Jiad been by the Patna Council 
when they enjoyed it as a perquifite. 

-*' The only queftion that can be afeed here is : Why waf 
hot the contraft put up to auction according to the Compa* 
ny*s order ? 

** To this, my Lords, T anfwer, that opium Was of that 
nature, and fo liable to frauds and adulteration, that it was 
detrimental to the intereft of the Company to give a contra£k 
upon fuch low terras as to drive the contra<51or to the necef* 
fity of dcbafing its quality, to preferVe himfelf from lofs,-^ 
It was abfolutely neceflary in fuch a cafe, as it was in many 
others, to have a man of credit, honour, and property, upon 
whom we could rely for a jufr and faithful performance of bis 
engagement. 

s «* My Lords, it was objefted that Mn SuliVan was to6 
young and unexperienced for fuch an employment : )>ut thofe 
who made the obje£tion did not advert to this confideration, 
that the fame objedtton would lie agajnft Mr. Mackenzie^ 
and it would operate againft the appointment of every Mem-' 
ber of Council who had of late been fent to India.. Surely 
inexperience in the growth and manufaflure of opium, and 
inexperience in the. modes and forms of Government, are 
expofed to hazards of very different magnitude and confe- 
quence. \ 

*• An objedljon has been ralfed againfl: Mr. Sulivan, on 
account of his being called my affiflant. By afliftant it was 
not meant colleague in office, or participant In power; but ST 
luore refpeftable name for a fecretarv, or writer, 

" The next head is, the Army cattle Contra<Sl:. Upon 
this I am charged with corruption and waffe in tlie rates, 
and excefs in the increafed numbers of the cattle, 

" 1 he coriuption, I conclude, alludes to fome inordinate 
profit in it. To this I anfwer, that the profit wasfolemnly 
attefted by Mr. Fergufon, offering to confirm it by oath, 
that fifteen per cent, per annum was the extent of tlie profit 

N n Ji imping 
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(luUng the ^ar, and that profit fiill liable to odtftanding debti- ' 
This, fo far from being an exorbitant profit, ambunted to na 
more than a reafonahle agency. 

** But I ihould firft have anfwered th6 chargi of breach of 
orders in not putting the conttaft up to au8iori, ^nd'accept- 
ing the loweft bidder. The Army Contraft had for many 
fucceiHive yfears been put Up to annual fale, until it had been 
beaten down to rates unequal ,to the fervice. This came ib 
proof before me : fot when the war Was fpreading, the con - 
traftor ithrew himfelf upon our equity, and declared he could 
not perform the fervice upon the terms he had undertaken. — 
The terms, in confequence of that reprefentatibn, Were re- 
vi fed and amended; the Board having, iij the year 1778, 
granted additicAial allowances, bec^ufe the former were in- 
fi;fEcient. * How was it pofTible to advertife for the loweft 
Ijidder, while we were rejecting the loweft* bidder, and ad- 
mitting the expediency of raifirtg his terms? The thing re- 
quired by the Company was impradlicable. As to the ex- 
travagance of the rates, thefe had been formed with the ad- 
vice of the heft informed and moft experienced officers. This 
point was alfo brought ill proof before me : for when Gene- 
ral Goddard's army was to march acrofs Indi^, they had 
jfc^rcely quitted our provinces, when the contra<Slor proved 
himfelf once more obhged to throw himfelf upon the juflice 
of the Board, notwith (landing the raifed rates, which h6 
found inadequate to the fervice; he therefore prayed' tliat 
fome other might do the fervice ; and his prayer was granted. 

*^ The exeefs of numbers* is next to be confidered. 

Six thoufand feven hundred were appointed for an army of 
thirty-five thoufand men. No detachment marched that did 
hor require much larger propoition than thefe numbers bore 
to the whole army. The army now in the field, of eighteen 
thoufand men, has twenty-three thoufand head of cattle. A 
detachment of two thoufand five hundred rfien marched front 
Bombay; they had nineteen thoufand head. In jfhort, no 
army ever moved that did not prove the numbers fixed in the 
new contraft to be too fmall, inftead of too great, provided I 
am right in my opinion, which is, that the army in Bengal, 
and in Oude, fliould at all times be in readinefs for actual 
jfervice. 

*' The next criminal point imputed to me, is that of grant- 
ing extraordinary allowances to Sir Eyre Coote, and conti- 
nuing them to him after the Court of Directors had prohi- 
bited thofe allowances. 

" My Lords, the Company allowed the Commander in 

Chief, being in Council, fix thoufand pounds a year,s/for his 

ftparate truft. Sir John Clavering thought it infufiicient, 

nd remohftrated, but without fuccefs. The probable con- 

I fequence 
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fequence oF his failure was, that he never vifited the dirtant 
ftations of the armyi nor took the fidld in perfon whilft in In- 
dia. Sir Eyre Coote, on the contrary, early declared his irt- 
tentions to vifit the feveral ftations of the army, and the 
Board fixed certain allowances, which he was to receive white 
abfent from Calcutta, He reviewed the army in Oude, and 
the Board thought it reafonable that, while Sir Eyre Coote 
was in the Vizie/s dominions, thele extra allowances IhoulJ 
be defrayed by the Vizier, who readily confented to pay 
them. 

« This, my Lords, was not any breach of treaty, for the 
treaty mentioned in this article, as having been violated, was 
the treaty of Liicknow, concluded in 1775, ^J which the 
Nabob was to pay two lacks, and fixty thoufand rupees a 
month, for a fpeclfic number of troops; but fince that period 
an additional number of troops had been ftationed in his own 
dominions, at his own exprefs requifition for which he paid an 
additional, but indefinite fum, annually* 

** The Nabob had fo high a fenfe of Sir Eyre Coote's me- 
rits and fervices, that inftead of objeAing to the propofed al- 
lowance, he exprefled a wiilh that it were double that amount. 
He dcubtlefs never loft fight in the General's abfeiice, of his 
being engaged as much in the defence of his provinces, as of 
thofe of the Company ; and it was upon that principle that he 
was fo forward to continue Sir Eyre Coote's/ allowances 
v^hilft on the coaft. It is always the cuftom for all tlie 
Company's military fervafits to draw double Batta, or extra 
allowances, when out of the Company's provinces; and it 
would be ft range indeed, that the Commander in Chief (houU 
be the only exception. 

*« My Lords, when Sir Eyre Coote quirted the upper 
provinces, and went on fervice to the coaft, tfce farte allows 
ances were continued to hini by the Company : for it wak 
iinreafonaWe that he fhould talte the field upon the aUov(- 
ances which his predeceffor enjoyed for ftaying in Calcutta. 

<* My Lords, I fo well knew the Value of Sir Eyre Coote*fe 
prefence on the coaft, at the time when the army Was de* 
feated and difpirited, that there is hardly any thing he could 
have afked, which I fhould not have given him. 

** My Lords, I muft aifo pray you to advert to the cir-| 
cumftances of General Stibbert, . who was an inferior Officer, 
having an allowance of above eighty thoufand rupees a year, 
whilft Genial Coote was reftrifted to fixty thoufahd*-^ 
Could it be expelled that he fliould have heen fatisfied with 
that degrading difference, at the fame time that he was r»pon 
aftual fervice, and liable to many additional expences, whilft 
General Stibbert was at his eafe, in cantonments, or gar- 
rifon? 

« My 
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'^ My Lords, it was impoffible for Sir Eyre Coote's allow- 
ance, as fettled at hocne» to be fufiBcient in the field, if the 
lame fum was not too much for General Clavering in Cal- 
CQtta, or if greater fum was not too large for General Stib- 
bert, in cantonments. 

** But, my Lords, it was not a time to cavil with Sir Eyre 
Coote about field allowances : I never was more convinced of 
thetrut^h of any hypothefis than of this; namely, that if Sir 
Eyre Coote had refigned in difguft, which he might have done^ 
the Carnatic had been infallibly loft to this country for ever, 
lean only fay in addition, that I had no fmifter view or mo- 
tive in what I did * and I ftiould think it my duty to a£t the 
fame part over again, in like circumftances. Nay, I would 
V Jiave abridged my own allowances to have increafed his, if he 
coald have received them, rather than have fuflFered him to 
refign irt difguft, or to have quitted the army in difcontent. 

•• My Lords, in accounting for the agency given to Mr, 
Atirioi, it will be neceflary for a moment again to call your 
attention to the very alarming and diftrefled ftate of our pof- 
lieiEons in the Carnatic. Hyder Ally, viftorious in the field, 
vriih hjs numerous army, which had cut' ofF a large detach- 
ment of our troops, and had driven the main body back with 
confiderable lofs to Madras, was laying fiege to Arcot, which 
inevitably fell foon after, for want of fuccours. His numer- 
ous followers were defolating and laying wafte the whole face 
• of. the country, by burning the villages, and deflroying the 
cultivation, up to the very walls of Madras. 

'* In this defperate fituation did the Prefidei^t and Council 
turriteto us for every poffible aid of troops, money, and pro- 
Yifions. Sir Eyre Coote, with a reinforcement of Europeans 
and treafure, by the celerity of his departure and arrival, 
though in the worft feafon of the year, gave a fortunate torn 
to the ftate o^ our affairs upon the coaft. We at the fame 
time entered in^ a contraft to fend them the quantity of rice 
which they had applied for : but this was foon exhaufted.— « 
They applied for more, and Mr. Auriol, o«r Secretary, de* 
livered in propofals to fend it on the fame terms as the lad 
contrad. 

'* My Lord«, I then forefaw that the Prefidency of Madras, 
^s well as the army, muft depend entirely for their fubfiftence 
and fupport upon Bengal. Another contra£lt would have been 
but a fteble refource. The exports of individuals could 
never be relied upon, for fo great and fo ferious an objeft. 

*• My Lords, contra£ls might have failed. One contrafl", 
and one only, was entered into during the fervice of Ihe 
^ agency, and that did fail. The contraSor prayed to be re» 

leafed from a great part of his contraft, and was releafed, al- 
though the rate of his contra£t was higher than the average 
priceof all the agent's fupplies^ with bis commiiHon included. 

Nay, 
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Nay, contradis tnuft have failed for want of refourees in the 
Treafury to fulfil therftipulations for the Public. The agent 
employed his own credit* 

" My Lords, the French fleet was for near two whole fea- 
fons in complete and undidurhed pofTefiion of the bay of Ben- 
gal ; ours b«ing in harbour at Bombay. Infurance was not al- 
ways to he procured) and individuals Would not truft their 
property but in the hopes of lar|e profits to compenfate for 
their rifks. 

** My Lords, the Public had fo great a flake to fave, that 
it ai\fwered to them to fend rice at all riiks; and the event has 
proved^ that it anfwered well ; as the agent, though his com- 
mifTion was liberal, fupplied the fettlenient of Madras with 
rice, both better in quality, and twenty per cent, cheaper, 
than the former contrafl. He fupplied them with it at one 
half the price at which .individuals, landing it there, were 
compelled by the Government of Madras to fell it to them in 
exchange for hhlls upon Bengal; and the average rate of all 
his fupplies, with commiffion included, was lefs than the rate» 
of tea out of eleven propofals received for th^ contradV, after 
the agency was aboliflied; and as low as the very loweft pro- 
pofaL The commifiion, I admit, was liberal, though not 
more than had been ufual for ofBces of fupply in Bengal.— 
It was originally fifteen, never twenty- five per cent, (as erro- 
neoufly ftated by the Manager who fummed up the charges) but 
afterwards confiderabiy reduced % and there w ere many charges 
toh e defrayed out of it. 

" My Lords, I fubiiiit, that an agency was the only ef- 
feftual mode of infuring a conftant and fufficient fupply for 
this important fervice ; and I maintain, that it has proved to 
be the mofl: frugal mode to the Company. The confidence 
which the Board had in Mr. Auriol's diligence and integrity, 
confirmed by many years experience of his conduct, pointed 
him out as a proper perfon for this fervice, arid he was ac- 
cepted.^- 

" The mode of delivering accounts upon honour was not a ^ 

new mode in the Company's fervice, (and it is praflifedat the 
prefent moment in Bengal) nor was it by any means intended . 
to preclude the examination of vouchers, where vouchers were 
required, or could be produced; but meant to ftiengthen the 
obligation on the party accounting, where vouchers cither 
could not be had, or were fo numerous as to make it almoft 
irnpraflicahle, to examine them with the accounts. I under- 
fland that vouchers never were refufcd by the agent. 

'* But as fo much has been faid on this fubjedl, I hope I 
j^ay be permitted to remark, without any imputed difrelpeft 
to your Lordftiips, whofe honour no man can more highly re- 
vere than I dp ; that I think it is impoffible you qan conceive 
the term has been proflituted or mifapplied on thefe occafion?, 

hvery 
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Every merchant depends on the honour, credit, gopJ faith, or 
boneuv, (call it what you will) of his deputed dealings; and 
were this dependence banifhed from the community, L fear 
we fliouM have very little fecurity for any tranfaftions in our 
intercourfe with mankind. 

•* My Lords, I am accufed of granting an agency to Mr, 
Belli, who is ftated to be one of my own dependants^ with a 
wafleful and improvident c<9mmiiBon. It will be found that 
this bufmefs did not originate with me. The neceffity for 
laying up a depot of provifibns and ftores in the garrifon of 
Fort William, that we might be prepared for a fiege, waf, as 
I recolleft, flrongly urged both by General Clavering and 
Mr. Francis ; and a degree of neg\eSi imputed to me for not 
baving provided againtt fuch an emergenjcy. The meafure 
was afterwards, on a minute which I delivered, contidered in 
Council, and upon the refolution of the Board, that fuch a 
depot (hould be formed, the opinion of merchants was re- 
quired upon the quantum of commiffion adequate to an agent 
tor his trouble, charges, and lofs, by waftage and decay in 
keeping up the ftore from year to year in conftant good con H* 
tion. The merchants declared that twenty per cent, was the 
leaft compenfation that could be allowed. I propofed Mr. 
Belli for the agency, and upon examining the accounts of a 
former fervice of this kind eirecuted in the Government of my 
predeceffor, Mr, Cartier, which were called for to affift us in 
our determination, I found that the Company had fudained a 
real lofs upon the refale of thofe ftores. at the end of two 
years, of ninety per cent. No agent would undertake a fer- 
vice by which he was to be a lofer; his profits ought to be 
proportioned to the nature and importance of the thing re- 
quired. He might be a lofer by accepting the leaft poffible 
commiffion, or, which is worfe, a failure of his duty might 
he dangerous to the fafcty of our pofleffions. 1 truft your 
Lordfhips will not think the commiffion of thirty per cent. 
per annum, which I propofed for the agent to a^fwer all 
charges and loflc's by waftage and decay in the changing of 
ftoies, from time lo time as they required it, was an immo- 
derate allowance for the due performance of fo important a 
duty. That I was not improvident in granting it, will ap* 
pear from Mr. Bellies own accounts, delivered in evidence to 
your Lordfliips. There has been fome doubt thrown upon 
thsm by the Manager who fummed up this charge; biit Mr. 
Belli is in England, and can verify them. I (hall clofe thrs 
fubjevSl with remarking, that fince my return to England both 
the Court of Dire6lors and my Succeflbr in the Government 
hivp exoreffed their ftrongeft approbation of his integrity in 
this buC nefs. 

« I will 
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** I will not detain your Lordfhips by adverting* for any 
length, to the ftory .told by the Manager who opened the ge- 
neral charges relative to the horrid cruelties pradlifed on the 
natives pf Dhee Jumia by Deby Sing. It will be fufficient 
to fay, that the Manager never ventured to introduce this 
Hory in the form of a charge,, though prelTed and urged to do 
fo, in the ftrongeft poffible terms, both in and out of Parlia- 
ment. — Mr. Paterfon, on whofe authority he relied for the 
truth of his aiTertions, and with whom, he faid, he wifked ta 
go down to. pofterityij' has had tl>e generoCty to write to my , 
attorney in Calcutta for my iuformation, " that he felt the 
" fincereft concern to find his reports turned te my'difadvan- 
** tage, as I aftetl as might be expeded from a man of huma- 
'* nity throughout all the tranfaQions in w|iichDeby Sing 
<• was concerned." — Had the cruelties which the Manager 
ftated been really infli<3ed, it was not pofllble, as he very 
well knew at the tim^, to impute them, even by any kind pf 
forced conftru<3ion, to me. — My Lords, it is a faft that I 
was the firft perfon to give Mr. Paterfon an 111 opinion of 
Deby Sing, whofe condud upon former occafions had left an ' 
unfavourable, and perhaps an unjuft, imprei&on upon my 
mind. In employing Deby Sing I ^certainly yielded up my 
opinion to Mr. Anderfon and Mr. Shore, who had better op- 
portunities of knowing him than I could have. In the courfe 
of the inquiry into his conduit he received neither favour 
nor countenance from mfe, nor from any Member of the 
Board. That inquiry was carried on principally when I was 
at Lucknow, and was not completed during my Government, 
though it was c5niimenced and continued with every poffible 
folemnity* and with the fincereft defire, on my patt, and on ' 
the part of my colleagues^ to do /Irift and impartial juftice.— 
The refult I have read in England; and it certainly appears, - 
that though the man was not entirely innocent, the extent of 
his guilt bore no fore of propprtioii to the magnitude of the 
cliarges againft him. In particular, it is proved that the moll 
horrible of thofe horrible afts, fo artfully detailed, and with 
fuch effe<Sl, in this place, never were committed at all. 

" Here I leave the fubjeft, convinced that every one of 
your Lordfliips muft feel for the unparallelled injuftice that 
was done to me by the introdudlion and prppagation of that 
atrocious calumny. ' 

** My Lords, 1 will not now detain your Lordfliips by 
offering many remarks upon the grofs injuftice that I alfo 
fallained in having been compelled to appear at your Lord- 
fliips' bar to juftify a6ls which have recgived the repeated ap- 
probation of the King's Minifters, and virtually of the late 
Houfe of Commons, — My Lords, it is perfeflly true that the 
articles to which I allude are not infifted upon; or, in otljer 

VoL^XXX. Oo words, 
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words, they are abandoned. But I feel the injury moil fenfi- 
bly, and the expence of defending my felf againft them has been 
intolerable. 

** The King's Mi nifters, as Members of Pari iament> voted 
to impeach me for accepting a delegation to Oude, and for 
' forming an arrange'ment with the Nabob Vizier, which fub- 
fifts at the prefent moment, 

" Mr. Fox. My Lords, I am fure I fliould be very un- 
willing to do any thing to interrupt a perfon in the fituation 
of the defendant; but I think you cannot permit him toftate 
how a Member of Parliament voted, becaufe the defendant 
cannot poffibly know the faft. 

** Lord Kenyon, The perfon accufed at the bar will cer- 
tainly meet the wifhes of this Houfe, and of the Managers 
alfo, in replying to the allegations that have been opened 
againfl: him, by avoiding, if he can, the ufe of names, though 
it is certainly competent to him, if he thinks it for his ad- 
vantage, to .point out any inconfiftency or injuftice in the con- 
AuGt of his profecutors. 

" Mr. Hqftings. My Lords, I befeech you to recolledl 
' the very great tendernefs I have ufed when I have been fpeak- 
ing of the rooft atrocious anions that have been committed 
againft me: it is not my intention to accufe any body; but 
if any faS neceffary to my defence fhould,/ in ftatlng that de- 
fence, neceflarily involve the crimination of others, I do not 
mean to criminate them — but the confequence is inevitable^ 
it is not my fault. 

*« Mr. Fox, My Lords, the nature of my objeflion i$ 
this : — 1 do not objefl to any langcnge the prifoner may ufe, 
of anykinci whatever, in his fituation; but having ftated that 
the King's Minifters^have fo voted in the Houfe of Com-i 
mons, I think thafis a faft that he cannot bring evidence of, 
, and confequently it is impoffible for us to anfwei* in reply.— 
I think it is irupoflible he can know how a Minifter has voted 
in the Houfe of Commons. 

<* Mr. Raftings. My Lords, may I, without difrefpeft 
ito the Managers, fay, that 1 ufe only a licence for which I 
have th^r example? they have done fo on many occafions. 
I neverinterrupted them, nor did my Counfel interrupt them, 
when they were making their long fpeeches againft me. I 
throw myfelf on your Lordfliips' protcftion, and I befeech 
you to protett measainft this violence. 

" Mr. Burke. My Lords, we offer no violence : the Ma- 
nagers of the Houfe of Commons offer no violence to the pri- 
foner at your Lordfhips' bar. 

" Lord Kenyon. If the defendant is guilty of any impro* 
priety, be may corrcdl hirafclf. 

' ^^ Mr. 
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<< Mr. Law* I wifli to recall tp the honourable Mapa*" 

gers' , confiderat ion ■■ 

*' Lords* Go oil, go on. , 

*• Mr. Hafiings. My Lords, I really lay under a great 
difadvantage. If what I have faid is wrong, punifti me fof 
it; but I befeech you do not let me be interrupted. I can- 
not fpeak from the fudden impulfe of my own mind — 1 am 
not accuftomed to it. I have written down what I wi{h to 
react ; a^d I call God to witnefs that I did it with a due t%* 
gard to the reverence due to this honourable Court. 
*' Lords. GoQ;iy goon. 
*' Mr. Haftings then proceeded as follows t 
** I fay, my Lords, in four feparate letters the King^sMU 
niAers approved of what I had done, thongh they voted to 
impeach me for doing it. They ordered my arrangement to 
be invariably adhered to; they approved, as they declare 
themfelves, of the principles' on which it was formed; and 
the Minifter for India has taken credit every year for the fub- 
iidy procured by that arrangement, which is paid monthly 
with the pun£lualjty of a Bank dividend. They voted alfo 
to impeach me for having ruined, opprefled, and deftroyed 
the natives of Bengal, although ih the firft ftage of the bufi- 

• nefs they oppofed the revenue article, wjiich contains thefe 
allegations, and although the falfehood of the charge muft be 

• apparent to every man who is not prepared to prove that the 
Minifter for India has annually prefented falfe accounts to the 
Houfe of Commons. Both cannot be true. 

^ In the few words that I had the honouf to addre{$ youf 
Lorddiips on Monday, I aflured you that 1 fhould never 
make a defence for my condudl on the plea of neceffity, al-* 
though the Managers for the Commons have taken fo much 
pains to refute that plea. ^ 

** According to my conftru<3ion of the law, it was not 
Criminal to receive prefents vvith a folemn determination in 
my own mind to appropriate every rupee ib received to the v 
public fervice, and to that public fervice was every rupee 
applied with the utmoft fidelity. I thought it perfe6tly.con- 
iiftent with juftice to levy a fine of forty or fifty lacks of ru- , 

pees from Cheyt Sing for his contumacy. ^ conceived it \ 

ftri6lly juftifiable, upon the information that I had received J 

' of the Begum's difaffedtion, to confent to the refumption of 
her jagheers, and of the treafure in her pofleffion. That I 

. had information of her difafFeilion before me is clearly in 
evidence ; and if I could have heen favoured with a few days 
attention in this place, I could have eftablilhed th|it fadl by 
irrefiftible proof. , 

. " But my Lords, does it ceafe to be material to ellablifli 
the neceility; or is it to be faid that the neceffity did not exift 

Oo as at 
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it all, becaufe I am of opinion that I broke no law in accept- 
ing prefents, and did not degrade my own charafter, nor the 
Brltlfti name, by my conduft to Cheyt Sing or the Begani ? 
** My opinion of our neccffities may he coUefted from 
the following paffage in my narrative of the infurre£tion in 
Benares : 

** I left Calcutta imprefled with the Relief that extraor- 
<^ dinary means were neceflary, and thofe exerted with a 
** ftrong hand to preferve the Company's interefts from fink* 

. '" ing under the accumulated weight that opprefled them. T 
•* faw a political neceflity for curbing the overgrown power 
♦^ of a great member of their dominion, and making it con- 
** tribute to the relief of their preffing exigencies. If I erred^ 

' ''my error was prompted by an excefs of zeal for their in- 
*' terefts operating with too flrong.a bias upon myjudge- 
*« ment.'* 

' " Of what nature thofe neceffities were I will now ftate; 
and I believe the proofs of them were upon the table of the 
Houfe of Commons when thofe neceffities were denied to have 
had exiftence, and when my impeachment was voted, 

** I left Calcutta in July, and figned the treaty of Chunar 
on the 1 8th of September, 1781. 

*^ We had at that period borrowed as much money upon 
bonds as we could borrow, for the bonds bore a confiderable 
difcount. Every letter received from Madras between No- 
vember, 1780, and September, 1781, contained the moft 
preffing applications for money and proviGons, Thefe letters 
are upon record, although not before your Lordfhips; and I 
am in pofleffion of private letters written to me by the Gover- 
nor of Madras in that period, in duplicate and triplicate, moft 
earneftly preffing me to fave them from finking, by fending 
them ample fupplies of money and provifibns* Sir Eyre 
Coote depended upon me for feven lacks of rupees a month, 
for the pay of the armies in the Carnatic. The nioft preffing 
applications for money were received from Bombay, and 
from General Goddard, who commanded the army in Guz- 
zerat ; and very heavy bills were drawn upon the Government 
of Bengal in tne firft months of the year 1781. The troops 
in Oude and in Bengal were many months in arrear. Colonel 
^ Muir^s army^ in the province of Malwa, and Major Pop- 
ham^s, at Benares, were conflderably in arrears, A French 
fleet had appeared off Fort St, George in February, 1781; 
was expefled to return in the cnfuing feafon, and did ac- 
tually come upon the coaft of Coromandel in April, 1782. 

** Sir John Macpherfon, who landed in Calcutta in Oc- 
tober,' 1781, has truly defcribed our fituation at that mo- 
ment* 

*« An 
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*' An empty treafury, and every refource for railing mo- 
ney fo compJetely exhaufted, that it was with theutmoft.dif* 
ficultv the Government could raife a loan for a remittance of 
eight or ten lacks, which he had folemnly pledged himfelf to 
make to Sir Eyre Coote, whom he had left at Madras in % 
Septemher in the greateft diftrefs for mr ney. 

" It is in evidence that Colonel Muir, after the feparate 
peace which I concluded with Madajee Sindia, could not re- 
crofs the Jumna until h^ received a fupply from Fyxabad in 
February^ 1782. 

'* The fafl, my Lords, is known and acknowledged by 
every man who ferved during the late war in India, that our 
pofleilions there were preferved only by the extraordinary 
refources procured by me in confequcnce of the treaty of 
Chunar. 

** Such was the diftrefs of the troops in Oude, and in the 
Mabratta country, that the officers fold their plate for the 
temporary relief of their fepoys, as they did alfo upon the 
coaft.- 

** But if with the fum of one hundred and thirty-eigbt 
lacks of rupees, which I procured in Oude from September, 
1781, to September, 1782, and a very large fum received in 
the next year, we found it difficult to maintain our armies, 
what muft have been the confequence, had I not formed fucK 
a beneficial arrangement with the Nabob Vizier? And your 
Lordfhips will believe that 1 felt the full force of ourfitua- 
tion when I concluded the treaty of Chunan I Iia^ not 
then, I have not now, the fmalleft doubt that the Begum had- 
affiDrded military affiftance to Cheyt Sinp Circumftances 
have been brought to my recolle6^ion fince the trial com^ 
menced which hadefcaped me before; and thefe are confirmed ' 
tome by evidence which I am fure your Lordfhips would 
deem decifive upon the fubjeS, had 1 been allowed a few days 
to lay it before you. 

" My Lords, you are now better enabled to judge of the 
difficulties which I had to encounter in the laft war, than I 
did fuppofe it within poffibitity for your Lordihips to be, 
when this trial commenced, 

" Your Lordfhips will feel for the wants under which I 
laboured when I had to contend, at one time, with all the 
powers of India, combined with the French and the Dutch, 
becaufe your Lordihips have proofs Lefore you in the Coun- 
cil Chamber of Parliament that the refources of India are now 
utterly inadequate to the fupport of a war againft one native 
power who is unaffifted by any European ally. We are in 
alliance with all theMahratta Chiefs, and with the Soobadar 
of l>ccan, who were in the former war confederated againft 
us. The Government of Bengal^ when this war commenced, 

was 
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was free from foreign ;ind dome (lie embarraiTnients, The 
Nabob Vizier had completely liquidated his cebt, and his 
fabddy was paid with the utmoft punduality. Benares af- 
forded the full revenue, which I am impeached for having 
procured. The fait, the opium, and the land revenues of 
JBengal, added to tbk fubiidy from Oude and the Benares 
coUed^ions, produced annually to the Company nearly £ve 
millions four hundred thoufand pounds. 

*' But, my Lords, fo inadequate have thefe refources 
proved, with, the addition of the revenues of Fort St. George 
and Bombay, that iince the commencement of the prefent 
war a very confiderable fum in fpecie has been tranfmitted 
from England to India ; money has been borrowed to the ut- 
moft extent of their credit at Bengal, Fort St. George, and 
Bombay, at a high intereft ; and Hyder Beg Khan, whom 
your Lordibips have heard of fo often, has aflifted Lord 
Comwallis with a loan of twenty-two lacks of rupees -—I 
mention thefe circumftances to your Lordfhips to prove that 
the refources of India cannot, in time of war^ meet the ex- 
pehces of India. 

" Your Lordftiips know that I could not, and Lord Corn- 
wallis cannot do, what every Minifter of England has done 
/ince the revolution. I could not borrow to the utmoft ex- 
tent of my wants during the late war, and tax pofterity to 
pay the intereft of my loans. The refources to be obtained 
by loans, thofe excepted for which bills upon the Company 
were granted, failed early in my Adipiniflration, and will 
fail much earlier in Lord Cornwallis's, not from want of con- 
fidence in that noble Lord, but becaufe the furplus refources 
of Bengal have not been employed in liquidating the debt 
contradled in Bengal during the late war. 

" Allow me, my Lords, to call again to your Lordfhips' 
recolIe£tion the many and the unprecedented difficulties with 
which I had to, contend during the late war, in India. Every 
' meafure of my Adminiftration was calculated to relieve the 
public exigencies; nor can any man in England point out 
other means than thofe which I employed, by which the 
public neceffities could have been relieved; yet I have been 
four years impeached before your Lordfhips for the feveral • 
adls by which I preferved what the India Minifter has called, 
in the Houfe of Commons, the brighteft jewel in the Britifh 
Crown * 1 

** I have now gone through the examination both of the 
general and fpecific crimes which have neen liid to my charge* 
I have endeavoured to develope the great and commanding 
points of every diftin^l article, from thofe which are either 
immaterial in tbemfelves, or which depended for their r^6li* 
tude, or ciiminali'ty, on the former* 
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" In this work I have in cffeft undertaken to reduce tlie 
compiled mafs of feven f Ifo volumes into the compais of a 
few p'ages, a labour requiring months of leifure to execute it 
ask ought to he, and a length of time proportioned, not td 
the extent of the work, hut to the degree of its abbreviation* 

" 1 have urged all that in this view of the fubjefl was, in my 
judgement and recolledtion, neceffary to the elucidation of it : 
but it is hardly [ioffible that fomething may not have been 
omitted, which would have rendered it more complete; 
fomething the want of which may yet leave doubts on your 
Lordftiips' minds refpefting parts of my condu<3, detached 
from the general tenor of it. For this, and for o her defici- 
encies in this addrefs, I have to beg your Lord (hips' can- 
dour, a? d to plead the difadvantage of the reftridted and in- 
adequate time, and the infirm fiate of body, under which I 
have arranged it. . / 

** 1 mofi relucSlantly prefs upon your Lordfhips' time, and 
(hall haften to conclude with a few general obfervations upon 
the nature of this impeachment, as it relates to thofe princi- 
ples which conftitute the moral a uali ties and charadlers of all 
mankind. 

** If the tenor of a man's life has been invariably inarked 
with a difpofition to guilt, it will be a ftrong prefumption 
againft him, in any alledged inftance, that he was guilty. 

*' If, on the contrary, the whole tenor of a man's life waJ 
fuch as to have obtained for him the universal good will of 
all with whom he had any intercourfe in the interefted con- 
cerns of life, the prefunciption will be as well grounded, thit 
he was innocent of any particular wrong imputed to him, 
efpecially if thofe who are the alledged fuiFerers by that wrong, 
make no complaint agaitift him. 

•' But what fliall be faid of complaints brought againft a 
man, who was in truft for the interefts of the greateft com- 
mercial body in the world; who employed and diredled the 
fervices of thoufands of his fellow citizens in great official de- 
partments, and in extenfive military operations ; who con* 
nested Princes and States by alliances with his parent king- 
doms, and on whofe rule the peace and happinefs of many- 
millions depended ; 1 fay, what fliall be faid of complaints 
brought againft fuch a man, in the names and on the behalf 
of all thofe defcriptions of men, who all unite their fufFrages 
in his fovour? Such complaints, with fuch a prefumption 
againft/the poffihility of their truth, may have exifted, but 
the hiftory of mankind, cannot produce an inftance of their 
being received on fuch a foundation, until the late. and pre- 
fent Houfe of Commons thought fit to create one in my im- 
peachment, 

« Permit 
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" Permit me, my Lords, to retrace the principal evehts iq 
the public life of that man, whom the Commons have thu« 
brought, and have kept fo long, in trial before you. With 
the year 17 so, I entered the lervice of the Eaft-lhdia Com- 
pany, and from that fervice I have derived all my official ha- 
bits, and all the knowledge whicn I poilefs, and all the prin- 
ciples which were to regulate my condudl in it. If thofe 
principles were wrong, or if in the obfervance of them I have 
crred,^ great allowance ought to he made for Tiuman in- 
firmity, where 1 poileffed fuch inadequate means of obtaia- 
ing a better guidance. Yet the precautions which I invaria- 
bly ufed, render even this plea unneceiFary, by the references 
which I made to the Court of Directors, my immediate maf- 
ters, of every raeafurc which I have undertaken, with its mo- 
tives and objects minutely explained and detailed. 

** For the truth of this aflertion 1 might fafely appealto 
^ them, and I am fure that they would atteft it; and the vo- 

lumes both of confultatlons and letters in their poffeflion, 
prove that my fhare of the compilation exceeds, beyDnd all 
degrees of comparifon, that of the moft laborious of my pre* 
deceffors, not excepting evei^my ever honoured friend, Mr» 
Henry Vanfittart. / 

** Nor was it to them only that I was thus communicative. 
When Great Britain was involved in a complicated war, and 
-their Governmen(;s in India had, beCdes European enemies, 
a confederacy of all the principal powers of India armeil agaiuft 
them, I gave the then Minifter of thiskiiigdom conftant in- 
formation of all the meafures which I had taken, in conjunc- 
tion with my colleagues in the Government, to repel the 
dangers wliich prefled us ; the motives and objects of thofe 
meafures ; the confequences expefled from them ; and the 
meafures I had farther in contemplation; and it has fince af- 
. - I forded me more than common pleafure to reflcSi that every 

focceflive letter verified the expe(9:ations and the promifes of 
the preceding. 

*^ If I had given evidence in my defence, I fhould have 
called upon the noble Lord to produce all my letters, in his 
pofleffion. Thofe, and my letters to the Court of Dfreftbrs, 
but my letters to Lord North, in a moft ftriking manner, 
would have fliewn how careful I was to expofe all ray ac- 
! tions to their knowledge, and confequently how little appre- 
henfion I could have felt that there was any thing in them 
that could be deemed repreheoflble. In all inftance?, which 
^ might have been deemed of a doubtful nature, thefe corarau- 

nicacions were virtual referencjes for their fan6t>on, or tor 

L their future prohibition. If I received neither, their Clence 

was a confirmation, and had more than the eiFeft of an order, 
fince^ with their tacit approbation of them, I had impofed 

upon 
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upon myfelf the prior obligation of tnj own coRception of 
their propriety. Were I, herefore, for a moment, to fup* 
pofe that the a<Ss with which I am charged, and which I lb 
commvMiicated, (for ! communicated all to t!>e Court of Di- 
redldrs) were intrinfically wrong,, yet from fuch proofs it is 
evident that I thought them right ; ancf therefore the worft 
that could be faid of them, ds they could affed me, is, that 
they ^ere errorJJ of judgement; and even for thefe, in all in- 
ftances Where they were repeated, or the caufes of fdhfequent 
adls, deriving the fame quality from tht m, the error, and 
every blame which could attach to them/ Was theifs, who 
might have corredled them, and did not. 

•« In the year 1768) I was appointed hy the Court of Di- 
redlors of the Eaft- India Company, a Member of the Coun- 
cil, and eventually to fuccefed tothfc Goveri>rfjent of Madras, ' 

" In the year 1771^ when the affairs oF tlieir principal 
eflablifliment were fuppofed to be on the , decline, and to re- 
quire an tmufual exertion of abilities and Integrity to retrieve 
them, the C^tirt of Dite<ftor8 made choice of tht for that, 
truft : and I was by their order renaoVed from' the Cotin ^il of 
Fort St. George, to the Government .of Fort William' in 
Bengal and to the principal direction of all the civil, military,' 
cotpmercial, and political afTaifs, d6pendan^t oh fC. 

<* la the year 1773 ^ ^^* appoifited by jtn aft ol^Patlia- 
nient. Governor General cff Bengal, for nVe ycai^s. 

** In the year 1778 I was re-appointed by the fameVutho* 
rity forone } in 17)9 for another; irf 1781 f&r ten years; ancf 
in 1784 I w^ virtually corilifmed try that arft Wh'fchform^ 
the prefent Government forlndi:^. 

** In this long period of thirteen ^ears, andunrfefftfftfiitny^ 
fucceffive appointment^^ I beg leave to tell to thd recollec- 
tion of your Lordftiips, that whilft Great Brita^in loft one 
half of itsfempire, and doubled it^' public debt, that Govern- 
ment bvef which I prefided, was not ojily pfeferved entire/ 
bat irictcafed in poptilation^ i^eaitb, agriculture, and com- 
merce; and although your Lordfhips teve been told by the' 
Houfe of Comnlonsf that niy tneafdres have dilgracerf and de- 
graded the t5riti(h charadlter in litdia, 1 appe^ to the generar 
fenfe of mankind, to confirm what I am now going to fay/ 
that the Britifh natoe and chara^er never flood h?gh*r, or 
were itiore refpeSed in India^ than when 1 left it. 

" So much may I fa| for the genet a} effeft of rrif Gcfverii-. 
ment/ For the fpecific afts which ha\re eorttribuied to pro- 
duce it, it v^oxild require valumes to recite theitf. Shortly 
permit me to' enufmerate the prmcipd breads Which co^mpre- 
bendthemtf , ., .. 

** Every dtvrfioh of oAicid bvfiit^fsy and every departmenf 
f Government, which now- exTftsia Bengal, with ciffly fuch 
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exception's as have been occaiioned by the changes of aatho- 
rity enafled from home, are of my formation. 

" The eftafblifliment formed for the Adminiftration of the 
revenue, the inftitution of the Courts of civil and criminal 
juftice in the province^ of Bengal, and irs immediate depen-* 
dencies ; the form of Government eftablifhed for the province 
of Benares, with all its dependent branches of revenue, com* 
merce, judicature, and military defence; the arrangements 
created for the fubfidy and defence of the province of Oude, 
every other political conne6tibn and alliance of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, were created by me, and fubfift unchanged, 
or if changed, changed only, to ufe the words of my noble 
and virtuous fucceffor, applied to the principles of my ar- 
rangements in the province of Oude, ** with a view to 
, " ftrcngthen their principles, and render them permanent.'* 

" Two great fonrces of revenue, opium and fait, were of 
my creation; the firft, ^hich I am accufed for not having 
made more produfilive, amounts at this time yearly to the 
nett income of ijjo,©ool. the laft (and all my collea,gucs in 
the Council refufed to fliare with roe in the refponfibility, at- 
tendant upon a new fyftem) to the yearly nett income of above 
8oo,oool. 

** To fum up all; I maintained the provinces of my im- 
mediate Adminiftration in a fiate of peace, plenty, andfecu- 
irity, when every other Member of the Britifli empire was in- 
volved in external wars, or civil tvlmult. 

^* In a dreadful feafon of famine, which vifited all thejieigh- 
bouring ftates of India, during three fucceffive years,^ 1 re- 
preffed It in its approach to the countries of tlie Brrtiih domi- 
n^ion, and by timely and continued regulations, prevented its 
return; an a<Sl little known in England, becaufe it wanted 
the pofitive effeils which alone could give it a vifible com- 
-munication, but proved by the grateful acknowledgeaiients 
of thofe who vvould have been tiie only fufFerers by fuch a 
fcour;ge, who remembering the effe<5ls of a former infliflion 
of this dreadful calamity, (in 177a), have made their fenfis 
of the obligation which they owe to me for this bleffing, a 
very principal fubjedl of many of the teftimonials, tranf- 
mitted by the inhabiants of Bengal, Bahar, andJSenarcs. 

" And laftly, I raifed thfe colled^ ive annualmcome of the; 
Company's poflefBons under my Adminiftration from three 
to five millions fterling,* not of temporary and forced exac- 
tion, butofaneafy, cantinuerl, and ftrll exifting produdlrony 
the fureft evidence of a good Government, iiiaproving agricul'* 
ture, and increafed population. 

♦* To the Commons of England, rn whofenamel am ar- 
raigned, for.defolating the provinces of their dominion in In- 
dia; I dare to reply^ t|iaC they are^ ;ind their reprefentativef 

aoBuairy 
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annually perfift in telling them fo, the moft flourifhing of all ^ 
the ilates of India — It was I who made them fo, 

** The valour of others acquired, 1 enlarged, and gave 
ihape and conliftency to the dominion which you hold there; 
I "preferved it ; I fent forth its armies with an efFeflual, but 
oeconomical hand, through unknown and hoftile regions, to 
the fupport of your other poflcffions, to the retrieval of one 
from degradation and diflionour; and of the other, from ut- * 

ter loTs and fubje£lion, I maintained the wars which were of 
your formation, br that of others, not of ipine. I won one 
member of the great Indian confederacy from it by an aft of 
fcafonable reftitution; with another, I maintained a fecret 
intcrcourfe, and converted him into a friend. A third I drew 
off by diverfmn and negotiation, and employed him as the 
inftrument of peace. When you cried out for peace, and > 

your cries were heard.by thofe who were the objedl of it, I 
refifted this, and every other fpecies of counteraction, by 
rifing in my demands ; and accompliflied a peace, a lafting, 
and 1 hope e.verlafting one, with one great Hate; and I at ' 
leaft afforded the efficient means by which a peace, if not fo 
durable, more feafonable at leaft, was accompliflied with an- 
other. 

" I gave you all, and you have rewarded me with con-, 
£fcatiion, difgrace, and a life of impeachment. 

*' One word more, my Lords, and I have done. It has 
been the fafliion in the courfe of this trial, fometimes to re- 
prefentthe natives of India as the moft virtuous, and fome- 
times as the moft profligate of mankind, 1 atteft their Yirtue» 
and offer this unanfwerable proof of it. 

** When I was arraigned before your Lordftiips in the 
names of the Commons df Great Britain, for facrificing their 
honourhy afts of injuftice, oppreffion, cruelty, and rapacity, 
committed upon the r rinces, nobles, and commonalty, of 
Hindoftan, the natives of. India of all ranks came forward 
unfolicited to clear my reputation from the obloquy with 
which it was loaded. They manifefted a generofity, of 
which we have no example in the European world : their con- 
du6l was the effeft of their fenfe of gratitude for the benefits 
they had received during my Adminiftration. 

*' My Lords, I wifli I had received the fame juftice from 
my country. 

** The teftimonials of the natives of India were fent to the 
Government of Bengal, authenticated by the various official 
channels, tlirough which they paffed ; by the Government 
of Bengal to the Court of Direftors, with theii* tranflations; 
and copies of the latter by the Court of Direflors to the laie 
Hoxife of Commons, on whofe journals they ftill remain. 

Pp a . ** To 
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^^ To thefe let me add, the addrefs of. ray fellow citizen^ 
inhabiting the town of Cajcutta, preiented on the day oi> 
yrhich 1 left them to return to Lngland, and of the Britifh 
officers in India, written and fen t after me, many month; 
jiftcr I had left i^. * Authentipated copies pf thefe too were 
jreadinthe Houfe of Commons, and while I hav« life, I will 
gratefully preferve the originals, as the mpft honourable tefti- 
mony of a life welj fpent, and of a truft faithfully diichargcd; 
becaufe beftowed by thofe who had the npareft, and confer 
queutly the fpreft, means of knowing it. ♦ 

" My Lofds, I am aware of the promptitude with which 
' my accufers will feize pn this expofition of my meiitsand 
fervices, ^o conflrue them (to uie the phrafp which they 
have already applied Jo therp) a fet-offagainft confeffed of- 
fences, 

" Idifclaim und prot^ft againft this ufe of them, Tf I am ^ 
guilty of the offences laid to my charge, let me be convifled, 
and let my pjipiihipent be fuch as thofe offences (hall de- 
. ferve, 

** No, my Lords ; 1 have troubled you with this long re- 
citaj, not as an extenuation of the crjmes which hav« been 
jmputed to me, but as an argument of the impoilibility of my 
having com rnit ted thei^i. 

** My Lords, wher^ I folicited your indulgence for this 
day's hearing, I did it under a belief, that there would ho 
ample tim^ i«^ fhis fefEon for your Lordijiips to give judge* 
ment. Without that Ijelief I f}iould not have urged the re- 
queJl which I m^de on Monday laft, I affure your Lord- 
ships, that there is no objeil upon earth fo near my heart as 
.that of an immediate deterniuiation of this tedious proiecu- 
, tion. 1 amTo confident df my own innocence, and havefucji 
perfeiSl reli'mce upon tj^e honour of your Lordlhips, thatl 
am not afraid to .fubmit to judgement upon the evidenqa 
which has been adduced pn the j>art of the prplecut.pn 

*' My Lords, it is imDoflSibie for me to know th^ lunits of 
the prefent feffioh of ParRjupept; and under this uncrrtainty, 
I can only faiy^ that if there be fufScient time for yor.r Lord- 
fliips to come to a final judgetnent before the prjirogatian of 
it, then 1 moft chearfully'and willingly ref^ jhe cauife where it 
now 0ands, ■ . " . . ^ 

" I am above all things defirous that yonr Lordfhip3 (nbuld 
come to an immediate decifioq up/m the evidence before yoo« ' 
!But if the ihortnefs of time Ihpuld prqvenf your Lordfliips 
from complying with this piy earneft defire, and the trial 
jnuft of neceffity, and to my unfpeakablc forrow, be prolonged 
to another feffion, then, my Lords, I truft you will not con- 
lidcr me, hj any thing 1 have faid^ as precluded from adopt- 
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ing fuch means of defence as my Counfel may judge moft atd« . ' 

vileable for my intereft.** 

Their Lordfhips then went hack in the cuftomary 
order to the Houfe of I^ords, and the Speaker having takeni 
the woolfack. 

It was moved, " That this Houfe will proceed farther on 
" the trial of Warren Haftings, Efg, pn tl^e firft Tuefday in 
^* the next feflion of Parliament." ■ . "' 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday y 6th June. 

This day, eighty-nine public and private bills, amonc which * 
were, the Duke of Clarence's Annuity bill, the Ccnlolidated 
Fund bill, the Exchequer bills, (Armament) ; the' Exche- 
quer Loan bill, the farther Exchequer. Loan bill, the Lottery 
bill, the Tobacco Ships Mooring bill, the Keels re-admeafure- 
ment bill, the Bills of Exchange and Receipt bill,, the Crapes 
and Tiffanies bill, the Goatfkins bill, the Wine Licence Offi- 
cers bill, the StalTcinsbill, the Expiring Laws bill^ the farther 
Expiring Law.*? bill, the Saltpetre bill, the Weft-India and 
An-erican Trade bill, the Sicira Leone bill, and the Neatii 
Navigation bill, received the Royal aflent by commiffion. The 
Lords Commiffioners who fat in their robes, were, the Arch- 
bifhjop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, and Lord Gren- 
yille. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

• -. iTuefJay, "jthjune. ■' \ 

On the third reading of the Roman Catholic bill,. . 

The Loid Chancellor obj.edledto that claufe which Contaiiv- 
jcd the certificate, or oath ; and was replied to by Earl Stan- 
hope. The claufe then palfed. 

The next claufe debatt:d was, that allowing Rcrman Catho^ 
lies to pradife at the bar, which was oppofed by the Lord. 
Chancellor, and fupported.by JLord Loughborough, Lord 
Rawdon, and others. V' - 

The Houfe diyided Upon the queftion, that this claufe ftand 
part of the bill, when the numbers were. 

Contents - r 26 

Not contents . - . o ' - 

• ^ 

Maj,ority :• * *I7 

The Houfe being ^gj'eed ppop the remikining claufe?, the 
bill was read a rhixd..tiiiie. 

Counfel were/cailed to the bar, ontbefecond reading of the 

Birmingham and Worcefter Canal bill ; and having finifhed 

their pleadings, "a ctebate enfued, wherein Lord Coventry, Lord 

Rawdon, Lord-Bagot, Lord Hawke, anid other Lords, took a 

" " ' fliare J 
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Ihafc ; and.the Houfc divided on the motion. That the bill be 
Tcad a fecond time, when the numbers appeared, 

Contents - 17 

Proxies - - 18 


Not Contents - j 1 
Proxies * - 6 


35 


_ * 

' Majority * t4 

The bill was then read a fecond time ; after which a long 
?tnd defultory converfation took place upon a petition prefeated 
by Lord Bagot, praying that the petitioners might he heard by 
their Counfel, in the Committee, againlt the bm. 

The lyord Chancellor, Lords Bagot; Coventry, Rawdon, 
Mtilgrave, Stormont, and Cathcart, were the principal fpeak- 
fers ; and it was agreed, tharthe petition (hould be referred to 
the Committee, and Counfel heard on the allegations contained 
in it. 

The Houfe adjourned, 

fVednefdayj ith June* 

Earl Stanhope moved the order of the day for the fecond 
residing of the bill for removing doubts refpcfting the rights 
and funftions of juries in criminal cafes. 
U.Chan* The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and faid, the only 
cfcllor. objeftion he had to the bill was, that the purpofe of thole who 
had introduced the bill, was not anfwered by it as fully as they 
wiftied ; but when he confidered the prefent (late of the feffion, 
the magnitude and importance of the bill, the circumftance of 
the law of libels having been fet,tled and fixed for fo many cen- 
turies, and of there being an intention to make an alteration in 
that law, he conceived it to be a fubjeft deferving much more 
attention and much more deliberation than their Lordfhips could 
poflibly beftow on it in the gourfe of the prefent feffion ; and 
therefore, his Lordfliip faid, although the bill in its principle 
met with the concurrence of all thofe noble and learned friends, 
with whom he had converfed on the fubjedl, he fhould only 
move, " That the bill, inftead of being tead a fecond tinw 
" then, fhould be read a fecond time that day month." 
fiarl Earl Stanhope faid, he was greatly aftonifhed that the noble 

Itaahopc. and learned Lord fhould make fuch a motion, without having 
flated a lingb objeftiony, a fingle doubt, or any one reafon for 
his moving to put off the bill for a month \ which was, in h^^ 
nothing elfe but, in other words, to negaftve it. The noble 
Earl obftrved, that if he knew the learned Lofd was a friend ^ 
to the bill, or to the principle'of it> or if the noble ancJ'learned, 
Lord had alledged a reafoh why he wiQied it to be put oiFtill 
that day month, ^ he fhould have feen it put off with much lefs 

diiia- 
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AiSsxisfz&ion ; but without adducing one argument, one reafon, 
to move to poftpone one of the mod important bills to this 
country, inafmuch as the liberty of theprefs, and the rights of 
juries, were concerned, was to him matter of perfe6laftoniih^ 
ment. 

Their Lordfhips, he faid, miift proteft the people of thiS ' 
country from fuch arrogance, and fuch ufurpation^ as had been 
frequently exercifed by Judges in their conduft towards juries, 
in the diredlions whicn they had prefumed to give them. la 
faying this, his Lordihip begged it to . be underflood that he 
was not fpeaking of the conduit of the prefent Judges ^ he did 
not mean to cenfure them, becaufe they had thought it their 
duty to follow certain precedents : he was, his Lordihip de« 
clared, Xpeaking of the perfons who had fet thofe precedent§ in 
former ages and in former times ; he did not blailie the prefent 
Judges for following precedent, though, were he a Judge, he 
ihould not, he faid, think himfelf bound to follow precedents 
which appeared to him to be unjuft and profligate* The ho- 
nourable and learned gentleman (Mr. Erflcine) who had fecond-* 
ed this bill in another -place, had not, his Lordfhip obferved, 
hefitated to ftate, that if he had been a Judge, he mould have 
thought himfclf bound to decide as the prefent Judges had done 
in the cafe of libels. > 

The queftion, his Lordfliip faid, was neither more nor lefs 
than this, whether they were to have any trial by jury, or whe- 
ther they were to' have ;a jurifdiflion as detcftable as the Star 
Chamber itfelf ? To affert, that it was fufBcient for the jury to 
find the fzGt of publication, and the fenfe of the thing publiihed, 
and that they ihouid not decide the law, the criminal intention, 
was to deftroy trial by jj^, root and branch. 

Four points, his Lordmip obferved, ought to be decided by 
the jury; 1. The faft of* *the publication. 2. The fenfe of 
the thing publiihed. 3. The law which made it criminal, for 
there was nothing crfminal, if no law was againft it. 4* 
Whether the aA done, was done with a criminal intention i 
He ihouid, his Lordftip faid, give one inftance, and one would 
be as good as ten thoufand. Suppofe, faid his Lordftiip, a man 
were bound neck and heels, and a perfon were to pour down hisT' 
throat any liquor of an intoxicating quality, andthat a feditious 
paper were put into the man's hands, and by him diftributed 
throughout the country; that paper might be a feditious libel, 
but, inafmuch as there was no criminal intention in this man's 
conduft, no one, his Lordfliip prefumed, would fay there was 
any guilt. His Lordfliip faid, he gave this inftance, in order ta 
fliew that a criminal intention muft be proved. 

Criminal intention, he obferved, confifted of tw^o parts ; i# 
The intention of publifliing a thing, and 2* The criminality of 
the thing publiflied. It was neceflary that thofe two things 
ihouid be united> in order to conilitute criminal intention ; it' 

was 
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was neceflary that a thing fliould be publiflied, and that that 
thing, fo publiihedy (bould be criminal. It appeared to His 
Lordftiip, that the leaving thefe things to bt decided by the jury 
"was what conftituted the difference between jthis country now^ 
and at the period when it was governed by the Star Chamber ; 
it >¥as that which made the difference between this country and 
thofe countries where tyranny was exercifed, • and defpotifm 

£revai]ed» If, then, the noble Earl faid> the bill before theijf 
fOrdfhips were fit to be rejefted, the learned Lord ought to 
have flated his obje(Slio|;is, andafligned hisxeafons ; but he had 
done neither ; and till reafons were ilated, his Lordfhip de- 
clared, he fhould fay no more on the fubjeft. 

The Lord Chancellor then put the queition on his own -mo- 
tion. 
l^ovd Lord Camden faid, he underflood that it Was the wifli and de- 
Camden, '^re of fome of the friends of the bill now before the Houfe, that 
it (hould (land for farther coniideration ; and, in that point of 
view, he, as an individual, fhould not oppofe fuch a defire.— ' 
But if he had any fufpicion, that, by putting off the farther con-* 
fideration of the bill for a month, it wds intended to putoff the 
bill, he fhould mod certainly oppofe that intention* |ie w^as a 
friend to this bill in its principle, becaufe it tended to remove 
doubts that fome perfons had entertained of the rights of juries 
in cafes of libels. Not becaufe it tended to alter the law of the 
land, the law of the land would, after the paffing of this bill, 
ftand jult where it did before the bringing of it in, and then, faid 
his Lordfhip, — 

"If twenty-four Judo;es were to declare that juries have by 
the law of £ng}and no right to form their verdift on the v^rhole 
cafe, law, fa6l, and intention ; I will affirm, that they havo 
that right, and that there is no power by the law of this country 
to prevent them from the exercife oflhat right, if they think fit 
to maintain it ; and when they are pleafed to acquit any de-* 
fendant, their acquittal will fland good until the law of Eng- 
land is changed!" 

What then would be the difpute, his Lordfhip afked, fomtf 
would fay, that the queftion was, what was, and what was not 
X feditious libel ? Who were capable of judging of the feditious 
tendency ? The jury ought to be, he faid, and the jury were by 
the law of England ; but although he had no doubt on this pointy 
others had, and therefore it was neceffary to remove thele doubts^ 
His Lordfhip faid, he would not venture to fay what had ger 
nerally been the direftion of Judges, but he knew what it 
ought to be. Some Judges had fummed up, and given direc- 
tion to the juries in this manner. " Gentlemen, if the public* 

cation is proved to your fatisfaAion, and the innuendoes ap- 

to the fubjefl as they profefs to do^ that is, if the words 

lave the meaning afcribed to them in the indi^flment or in- 


" ply 

" hav 


" fonnation, , then you mud find the defendant guilty." 

Whj 


hat!. 
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What? the jury might anfwer, are we to find the defendant 
guilty, even althougn we are of opinion no tumult could be oc- 
cafioned by the publication, or that nqne was intended by it ? 
To which the Judge might reply, " Yes, you are." This he 
did not hefitate to lay, was a wrong diredion, and a verdift (o 
obtained, was not the verdidt of a Jury ! 

But it might be faid, his Lordihip continued, that difficul- 
ties often occurred to juries, and they might think themfelves 
inadequate to the tafk of foiming a juft opinion on the tendency 
of a libel ; or whether in law it would amount to any offence^ 
For this they had a remedy, which would refcue them entirely 
from the imputation of impropriety ; they might find a fpecial 
verdid. The meaning of which would be on the part of the 
jury, they might fay for themfelves, "In this cafe we know 
** not what the law is without help and afliftance: If the law 
** fays forth^ plaintiff, we find for the plaintiff: If the law 
" fays for the defendant, we find for the defendant." But this 
was only in cafes of extraordinary difficulty, and even here 
the Judge fliould interpofe nothing but his advice ; if he at- 
tempted to controul them, there was an end of the trial by jury ! 
Indeed, there was no legal power to controul them, or to pre- 
vent their giving a general verdift in all criminal cafes : for if 
it fhpuld even appear that their verdifl: vyas wrong, they were 
pot liable to attaint in criminal cafes, although in civil cafes 
they were. *' Thus," faid his Lordfhip, ** iTands the law.— « 

** The right of juries, in cafes of libel, is free and entire, and 
** will remain fo, unlefs you mean to alter it. If you do, fay 
** fo, and bring in a bill, declaring that the fubjeAs of this realm 
** Ihall not, in future, be tried bv juries, but (hall be tried by 
"the Judges!" 

Although he had no doubt, his Lordfhip faid, on this fub- 
jeft himfelf> as to what was the law, yet as doubts had been 
entertained on the rights of juries, he thought this a very ne- 
cefTary bill, in order that all doubt fhould be removed.: for it 
was effential that juries in this country Ihould not be under the 
fmallefl apprehenfion of reflraint. It was effential alfo, that * 
the prefe fl)ould be free ; for a well-conduced prefs was the 
greateft engine for the public fafety. By the prels, the Public 
might be inftrufted and taught who ought to be Minifters, and' 
who ought not. By the prefs, the people might learn whom 
they ought to eledl as Members of Parliament, and whom they 
ought to rejeft. All thefe things were effential to the public 
happinefs. As to the feditious tendency of any thing that might 
be called a libel, a jury only could be competent to decide. If 
the point of law was left to the Judges, fomc of them might 
fay, that any thing was a libel that appeared to them to refleft 
on Government. If that fhould ever be the cafe, there was an 
end of the liberty of the prefs in England ! It might as well at 
once be declarea, that nothing fhould be publifhed but panegy- 
rics on Government» V 

Vou XXX. Q.<1 *' My 
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^* My Lords,** cont;inued the noble Earl, " give to the jury 
** or to the Judge the right of trial of the fubjefts of this coun- 
** try.; you mull give it to one of them, and I think you can 

. *' have no difficulty which to prefer — place the prefs under the 
** power of the jury, where it ought to be." 

His Lordlhip concluded with faying, he did not apprehenrf 
that the bill had a tendency to alter the law, but merely to re- 
move doubts that ought never to have been entertained, and 
therefore the bill had his hearty concurrence : but as he was af- 
fured that the propofed delay was not hoftile to the principle of 
the bill, but only to take it into ferious confideration, and to 
bring it again forward, he had nq objeftion to the motion of 
the Lord Chancellor. 

. Lord Hardwicke faid a few words in favour of the bill, and 
hinted that he would rather pafs the bill, imperfeft as it might 
be, than port pone an objeft of fo much importance, 
Lerd Lord Loughborough faid, as it was probable that the clofe of 

J^Qugh- the feffion would not admit of that due deliberation which the 
l>oroMghf fubje£l required, he readily concurred with the noble and learn- 
ed Lord, who had exprefled an opinion that it was not proper 
for their Lordfliips to proceed farther in it at prefent. In ftat- 

• ing that propofition, his Lordlhip begged it not to be under- 
ilood, in any refpeft whatever, that he meant to give a negative 
to the bill, or that his fentiments on the fubjeft were not fa- 
vourable to the pafling of the bill, nor in any degree Inaufpi- 
cious to what he conceived to be the principle of the bill. But 
their Lordfhips, he faid, would obferve, that the bill, in pro^ 
feflion, was a declaratory bill ; it was not a bill to make that 
law, which was not fuppofed to be law, but to declare and ex- 
plain what was underftood to be, at that inftant, the law of the 
land. Whatever difcuffion it ha'd undergone in another place, 
and, his Lordfliip declared, that judging from the acknow- 
ledged talents of thofe who fpoke upon the fubjeft, he had no 
doubt but it had been ably and amply difcuffed ; but whatever 
ingenuity had been difplayed, alid however great had been the 
candour, the information, and correftnefs of thofe who had 
pondufted it in another place, his Lordfhip really thought that 
the fuhje«St had not yet been difculled with that deliberation that 
its importance required ; and when there was an opportunity of 
taking the bill into confideration, that their Lordlhips would 
receive better inforrriation, than, from the ftate of the Houfe of 
Commons, it was polfible for that Houfe to have received. 
His Lordfliip faid, that it had been taken for granted, in 

^ jconverfations in the Houfe of Commons, that fomc Courts had 
adopted a line of direction fo clear, fo eftabliflied, fo legal, and 
f:oncurred in by all the Judges, to fuch a degree, that a deviation 
from it, even by thofe who might be convinced in their con- 
sciences that it was wrong, mutt be held to be a deviation from 

fhe law of England. Now^ he obferved^ fuch an opinion could 
3 . ■ - ^^j^ 
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bnly be coIleSed from a report of what pafTed in Court oh H 
knotion for a iiew trials or from what paffed at nijiprius. His 
Lordfliip begged leave to declare, that neither of thefe, nor 
both of them, were ^ fafe foundation for determining any point 
to be the law of England. Their Lordlhips had the advantage 
of being attended by the learned Judges* Had it been poflible 
to have entered into the fubje^l then, it was his Lardfhip's in- 
tention to have moved for the attendance of the learned Judges^ 
\i'ho would have delivered their fentiments^ with regard to what 
the law of England was with refoeft to thofe direftions. In 
his apprehenfion, nothing that paiJed in Court on a motion for 
a new trial , or at nijiprius^ was a foundation of fufficieht weight 
and authority for a precedent ; it was not fufficient to fay, that 
fuch a charge, or fucha direftion, was what the law required^ 
and that there was no other agreeable to the law of the land. 
He was, he faid, bv no means averfe to the principle of the 
bill ; it was agreeaole to what he conceived the law to be ; it 
was agiiieeable to the diredlion which he had always given in 
cafes of libels, and to what he fhould always give, till he was 
better informed. If the refult of the opinion of the Judges 
Ihould be, that the law ^of England was not according to the 
du-edions of the bill, then another confideration would oc- ; 

cur, namely, whether the law ought or ought not to be altered* 
The law, his Lordfbip obferved, (hould be well underftood by 
thofe who took upon themfelvcs to declare it. On thefe grounds, 
his Lordfliip was Qf opinion, they were at a period of the fef- . 
fion when, confiftently with the refpeft that was due to them- 
felves, which wasi due to the fubje<ft, to the rights, and to the 
tranquillity of England, they could not proceed farther in the 
bufinefs ; he therefore hopea their Lordfhips would proceed in 
it early in the next feffion of Parliament, 

Lord Gremjilk rofe to exprefs his hearty concurrence in what ^^^^ 
had beenftated by the noble and learned Lord who hadjuft fat ^*'«"^*^1*^ 
down. But at thfe fame time that he did fo, bis Lordmip de- 
clared he fhould be extremely forry, if it Ihould go forth into 
the world, that Adminiflration. were againft the bill, or un- 
friendly to the rights of juries. The interefts of Adminiftratjon 
and the interefts of the people were, he obferved, -one and the 
fame ; the objeft of both was good government ; he ftiould, 
therefore, be forry, if it were conceived that the poftponement 
cxprefled any thing like the fenfe of that Houfe againft the bill. 
When their Lordlnips confidered the bill as a fubjedl: of very 
ferious importance, and a matter which merited the moft mature 
difcuflipn, their Lordftiips would clearly fee they could not at 
prefent determine the bufmefs to their fatisfaft ion. He fpoke, 
his Lordfliip faid, in the prefence of thofe who poireifcd the 
greateft experience and the greateft abilities ; it belonged to 
Siem more than it did to him to give an opinion olx this fub- 

Q.q % jeft ; 
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jeftj he, however, ihould vote for the poflponement of the 
bill. ■ \ 

In ;what had been given out to the world, as the idea of the 
principle of the bill, and as the objeft to be obtained by it, he 
declared he felt himfelf very much inclined to concur j but with 
refpeft to the means of obtaining that objeft, with refpeft to 
the particular framing of the bill, or of any enabling bill oi* 
ihe lubjedl, and much m«re, with regard to declaring what the 
law was, his L,ordihip faid, he could not help feeling, not only 
that he himfelf was not fuflSciently informed, but that the 
weight, importance, and dignity of the fubjeft, was a reafon 
why their Lordlhips fhould not proceed without the affiftance of 
thofe from whom a declaration of the exifting law ijiuft come 
with much more weight ond authority, than from any other 
quarter. His Lordftiip thought a cafe might poffibly arife, irj 
which even thofe learned perfons, perhaps, might ftate a decla- 
ration of law, in which their Lordftiips might be unwilling to 
concur ; they might ftate a cafe, which their Lordlhips might 
not be willing to confider as being law. If their Lordlhips* 
opinion happened to be contrary to that of the learned Judgss^ 
their Lordlhips would doubtlefs employ a great deal of atten* 
tion, deliberation, and examination on the mbjeft, before they 
w^ould declare to the whole country, that not to be law, which 
the Judges dedared to be law. , They would confider thefc two 
pomts': in the firft place, in what manner the bill would afFeft 
other queftions of law, in which the Judges might be called 
upon for their alliftance ; in the fecond place, they would be 
, extremely cautious not to ena£t a future law in fuch a manner^ 
in fuch terms, and in fuch forms, as might leave the quellion 
more difficult to be decided, and more liable to debate and aU 
tercation, than any axifting law upon the fubjeft. It was for 
thefe reafons, his Lordlhip faid^ that he mull concur with thof* 
v ho were of opinion, that the confideration of the bulinels 
ought to be poitponed ; declaring, at the fame time, and wilh- 
ing to be diilinSly underftood, that he did not poftpone th« 
bill becaiifti he felt himfelf hoftile to what he conceiyod to he 
the general principle of it,'but he wifhed to poftpone it, becaufe 
he was infufficiently informed ; and leaft of all, did he poftpone 
it, with the idea that no meafure ought to be taken on the fub-^ 
je<a. On the contrary, he was, his Lordlhip declared, ready 
then to ftate, that he thought it of gretet ifnportance, and of 
urgent and prefling neceftity, that their Lordlhips and the Par- 
liament Ihould take fom« meafure on the fubjedl. 

A great doubt, his Lordlhip laid, unqueftionably did prevail ; 
that doubt ought to be fettled, with a view to the interell which 
the Public had in both parts of the queftion, for it was idle toi. 
fuppofe that, in a fubjedl of that fort, there was one intereft in. 
Government, and another in the People. Advantage Ihould 
^ not be taken of that unqueftionable principle by diffufing ill- 
founded^ 
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foMiided calumny and fedkious papers ; and on the other hanc!, 
it was the intcreft of Government to maintain a free conftitu- 
tion, as far as was confiflent with the execution of the laws ; 
it "was therefore the intereft of Grovernment that there (hould 
be a full and free difcuffion of all public meafures; a proper 
and decent difcuflion of all matters of public concern. Thofe^ . 
his Lord(hip obferved, who enter into fuch dlfcuffions, oa^bk 
to remember, that they did it under the fecurity and prote&ion 
i^hich they received from the laws of their country. 

There was nothing at prcfent in the adminiftration of juftice, 
'which could give the fmalleft ground of complaint on this Tub* 
J€d. He would, his Lordftiip faid, venture to affirm, that the 
officers of the Crown, whofe auty it was to profecute papers of 
a feditious fort, and the refpe£laDle Ma^iftrates who diipenfed 
the law, had for many years condu£led themfelves with the ut* 
xnoft propriety ; and that there never was a period, in the his- 
tory of this country, when the adminiftration of juftice, in that 
relped, had been not only more unexceptionable, but had 
been more mild and lefs excepted againft. His Lordfhip con- 
cluded with faying, that in the future confideration pf this bu- 
iinefs, their Lordfliips would have that affiftance, without 
which they could not be fufficiently informed, and with which 
they would 'be enabled to fettle the law for the advantage of 
the conftitution of the country, and in a manner that would 
give fatisfa^ion to the public mind. 

Earl Fitzwilliam agreed with thofe noble Lords who thought Earl Fitt- ' 
they were then arrived at a period, in the prefent feffion, when william. 
it was not probable they would be able to go through with the 
bill in a way worthy of its importance ; but it would ill become 
him to holcl that idea, when, in the courfe of a few minutes^ 
he was going to niakc a motion, the effis^l of which might be> 
that Parliament would be continued long enough to give theni 
time to go through and finilh, among other things, that very 
bufinefs. For this purpofe, his LordSiip faid, he would move 
an amendment to the noble Lord's motion, that inftead of the 
words " one month,*' there Ihould be inferted ** half an hour.'* 
The amendment was put and negatived. 

The Marquis of Lanjdown faid, he ftiould have thought de- Marquh 
lay neceffary, had the prefent bill required either extenfive in- of Lanf- 
formation or deep refearch. The prefent was not the firft bill down, 
on the fubjefl: that had ever been introduced into Parliament : 
upwards of twenty years ago, a bill of the fame nature was in- 
troduced, which was negatived merely on the ground that the 
law iheu ftood exadly as the bill meant to^eftablifli it, and tliat 
therefore the bill was unneceflary- His Lordlhip faid, he re- 
colleded that that bill created as great a ferment among the 

f)eople as any bill ever brought, in his memory, before the pub- 
ic. The Marquis faid, he well remembered the time when 
profecutions of the prefs were frequent ; when printers were ' 

broughtt 


3oa PARtlAMfiNt Akif A. 1791* 

brought repeatedly in every feffion to the bar of both houfes, but 
efpecially of that HouFe, to be examined, re-examined, and 
committed ; and when there paffed fcarcely a term without fome 

profecutions for libels in the Courts ih Weftminfter Hall. • 

T hofe profecutions, he obferved, had in a great' degree fubfided 
till a very late period, when they had re-commenced and (hewn 
a tendency to get up again. Public animadverfion, however, 
had enjoyed and obtained its full fcope. The Houfe of Com- 
mons itulf was not in a ftate to be exempt from animadver- 
fion, and the public prints and the Public treated both Houfes 
of Parliament with more freedom than they formerly durft treat 

' ' an ir{3ividual. Such an ufe of the prefs the Marquis thought 
highly juftifiable, but it muft be acknowledged, he faid, that 
the freedom of the prefs had been attended with numberlefs in- 
conveniences. It was true, that a fcandalous and fliameful 
abufe of the liberty we enjoyed had obtained; that it was 
abufed even to licentioufnefs. Even that very fex, which re- 
ceived proteftion in every country whereafpark of virtue re- 
mained, was grofsly libelled in this. The beft and mpft emi- 
nent, the noble, tlie beft blodd, and the moft virtuous families 
in the kingdom, could not proteft the charaSers of their wives, 
and daughters from the moft fcandalous refleftions. Even the 
foreign negocidtions o^ the country fuffered by it. His Lord- 
Ihip laid, he c6uld cite chapter and verfe in fupport of his af- 
fertion. To his certain knowledge, foreign negociations had 
more than once, fuffered materially from the fcandalous licen- 
tioufnefs of the prefs, from publications meddling with fub- 
jefts, of which the authors hag no fort of knowledge, or, what 
was ten times worfe, who were fet 'on by mercantile nien, for 

' mercantile purpofes, or with worfe views, in order to influence 
fuch negociations, and occafion them to operate to their own 
private ^d^antage. 

He himfelf, the noble Marquis faid, had never condcfcended 
to commence a profecution, or even to defire a contradiftiori 
of thofe ftandalous refledlions which had been poured upon him 
b)r the hirelings of both parties. The Public, his Lordfhip 
faid,' judged of men from their aftions ; he was in no hurry to 
juftify himfelf from the calumnies that had been poured forth 
againft him perfonally for many years together ; time would 
doubtlefs do juftice to his motives* He had no particular ob- 
jeft in view. Although he had never applied to any of the pub- 
lic prints, to get any report contradiAed which had appeared 
againft him, he had, the Marquis declared, once made an api- 
plication to get a paragraph contradidted, which might hzvc 
been of material confcquence to the affairs of a minor Peer, 
who was his ward. He did not, his Lordftiip faid, wifh to 
name the particular paper, becaufe he did not wifh to encoun- 
ter fo formidable an enemy as a newfpaper, but he alfu red their 
•Lordlhips, that to fuch a degree of infolcnce and audacity was 

the 
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the prefs arrived, that he was obliged to exert all his addrefs and 
influence in order to get a notorious lie contradifted." Many 
things, his Lordftiip obferved^ were inferted in the newfpapers 
for the purpofe of mean intrigue, for the ptirpofe of being read 
clfc where, and reflc(9:ing upon the charafters of their Governors 
^nd rulers. 

Some remedy for this evil had long been wanted. His Lord-» 
ihip wifhcd that liberty might be enjoyed in this country in its 
fulfeft extent. He declared, he never wifhed to fee the liberty 
of the prefs curtailed, but only its licentioufnefs. He, for 
one, was a friend, to the bill \ it would, he thought, give them 
a diftindl trial by jury. How, afked the Marquis, could it 
poflibly be conceived that the fubjeft of libels could be fairly 
tried, when difputes continually occurred between the Bench 
find the jury r 1 he Judge often told the jury they had nothing 
to do with the law in the cafe of libels. In confcquence of fuch 
altercations, pcrfonal feeling, ahd a conteft for jurifdi£lion, 
were too frequently fubllituttd in the place of important con- 
fiderations, and the jury, in nine cafes out often, loft fight of 
the caufe altogether, and vindicated their own rights. When- 
ever a political libel was tried, the Marquis faid, it equally be<:. ' 
came a difpute between the Judge and jury which of them had 
Jurifdi(Sion. That iurifdiftion, he obferved, could never be . 
fufficient, which had not fulncfs of power, and which had not . 
removed from it :;li prejudice. He declared he had no difficulty 
about thisfubjedl, he had once read a great deal upon it. 

They had been told by a noble Lord that they ought to wait, 
in order to have an opportunity of comparing the analogy which • 
there was between a libel and other cafes. What poflibic ana- 
logy could ther^ be between a libel and other Cafes, iiis Lord- 
/hip afked, fince it had been univerfally acknowledged that a 
libel was an anomale ? There might be a diftin6tioTi between 
murder and manllaughter ; in civil cafes, like wife, there might 
be a number of nice diftinftions ; but the cafe of libels lay out 
of the queftion, and in every fuch cafe, law and fa<Sl were but 
one thing ; and where, in God's name, could it be fo fafely 
cntrufted, as to twelve men ? and how much better was it for 
the Judge to be freed from fuch a tickliih duty, in all cafes of 
libel, whether it were a public or a private libel ?. 

How proper was it, his Lordfhip faid, for the Judge to ad- 
drefs the jury in this manner : ** Centlemen, you will recolleft 
" that men of the higheft rank have been attacked ; but in this 
** country rank makes no difference, as long as the feelings of 
** virtueare confidcred.*' If it was a private libel, the Judge 
would defire the jury to bring the cafe home to themfclves', and 
would afk them how they fhould like to have their wives or their 
daughters abufed in th^t manner? If. the libel was of a poli- 
tical nature, and if a Secretary of State wanted to go on with 
fuch apolitical negociati-jn, v»ai there a jury who tvduld hefi* 
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-tate a finglc inftant about it ? Was there a jury, who would 
hefitate, if a lady of any foreign defcription was to be ferved, 
.and 9 low abominable intrigue was to be carried on in a foreign 
country ? Was there any idea of the fmalleft difficulty on this 
fubjeS ? Would the jury not perform their duty ? Was it pof* 
fible to entertain for a moment the fmalleft doubt on the lub- 
jcft ? Afid how much nobler and better would it be for a Judge 
toa£l in this manner, than to be fubjcft to the bafe afperfioa 
that he was the inftrument of a Minifter, or the inftrument of 
^arbitrary power, to advance a party, and to get more for him- 
felf ? what a bafe, what a diflionourable thing ! Whether the 
^fperfions were true or falfe, his Lordlhip knew it wal5 not in 
Jiuman nature to avoid th^m. 

He declared that he alluded to no man nor body of men in 
thefe obfervations. If the whole ppv^rer were lodged in the 
jury, and if the profecutor could expe.6t no favour from the 
great man on the oench, a profecution for a libel, intlead of 
being accounted mean, would be confiderable as honourable, 
when the'greateft and firft men in the country fubmitted thenrf- 
felues to the judgement of a jury. His Lordmip faid, he wilhed 
to do ample juftice to Judges both paft and prefent, although he 
might have differed from Tome of them in certain political opi- 
nions, and he was the more difpofed to do that in their abfence, 

^ as it could only be imagined .that he did it from a perfeft con- 
viflion and real confcioufnefs of their high merit, their dlftin- 
^lifhed abilities, their profound knowledge, and from a con- 
icioufnefs that they were an honour to their friends and to their 

, country. 

If he had been totally unacquainted with thefe virtues, his 
Lordfhip faid, there was a bill on the table fufficient to convince 
all mankind of the noblenefs of mind of the author of it, (Lord 
JCenyon). The bill he alluded to, was a bill for abolilhing the 
office of Clerk of the AlFize. Their Lordlhips might know, 
that the 5th and 6th of Edward VI. prohibited the fale of any 
office, except by the t\vo Chief Juftices and Judged of Affize. 
It was well known, that when prifoners had nothing elfe to de- 
tain them, they were kept in jail for the fees which they were 
obliged to pay to Clerks of the Affize. This was fully explain- 
ed in a book which was well worthy of their Lordfhips* peru- 
fal, Mr. Howard's book on jails. Prifoners very often, who 
h id been honourably acquitted, when there was not the fmalleft 
fijfpiciont)f their guilt, inftead of receiving an indemnification 
l^)r the time they had been detained in^jail, were obliged to pay 
large Aims to the Clerks of Affize. Nay, fo much were prifo- 
ners perfecuted by fuch fees, that they were very often tempted 
to be found guilty, though confcious of their innocence, merely 
to avoid expences. 

\^ By the bill on the table, the noble and learned LoM had im- 

mortalized himfelf. Although this appeared to be an aft of fo 

much 
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much virtue, he was not fnre that the Houfe of Commons had 
not fo modified and altered it, as, in a great meafurc, to have 
defeated the benevolent purpofe of its noble author. The Mar- 
quis faid, he hoped the fame noblenefs of niind would be carried 
a ttep farther, and get that r^uJlr in thg itatute of Edward the 
Sixth repealed, which excc'M:t. J Chief Juftices and Judges of 
Aflize, and allured tliLin to do that which the a6l dated to be 
bafe and fcandalous in any other man. The brins^ing in of the 
bill refpefting tht office of Clerks of Aflize, was an aiSl of a 
fingle naturej and of a fingle kind. He knew, the noble Mar- ' 
quis faid, the virtue, the diiinterednefs, the honefty, and in* 
tegrity of the noble Lord who had brought in that bill. Al- 
though he was not fo much acquainted with the Chief Juflice 
of the Common Pleas, yet from what -he had long obferved of 
his public charaSer, and his public arguments, the very fame * 

obfervation was applicable to him. A learned Lord, who was 
then no more, and whofe memoj y he deplored, (Lord Afhbur- 
ton) had fignified his intention, if ever he filled the fituation of 
the noble Lord who had brought in the Aflize Iflll, to move for 
a repeal of that villainous aft of Parliament, to which he had 
alluded. The bringing in of fuch a bill, in his Lordfhip's opi- 
nion, was the noblelt a£l of humanity that had been done thefe 
forty years. 

His Lordfhip concluded with faying, that he wifhed to fee 
the rights of juries completely eflablilhed, and Judges at the 
fame time would afford them the benefit of their wifdom and 
good lenfe, and would put themfelves on a level, abandoning 
that abominable claufe in that villainous aft of Parliament, 
rendered fo by that particular claufe. He fhould not then be 
afraid to fee them in that Houfe, and fhould be the firfl to ap- 
plaud them, and to look up to them with reverence, although 
his Lordfhip did not think that the profeflion in general wer^ 
friendly to liberty, yet he vs^s of opinion that profefTion could 
do more for it than any other clafs of men, from their weight, 
influence, and authority. 

The Lord Chancellor then put the queflion on his motion, 
which was carried ; in confequence of which, the bill flands 
over till the next fefTion. 

Earl Fitzwilliam now r^fe, and faid, that nothing fhort of £arl Fitz« 
what he felt to be his indifpenfable duty, could have induced him wiliiam. 
to call tfce attention of their Lordfhips to a fubjeft which had 
already come before them feveral times, though not altogether 
in the fame fhape in which he meant to offer a motion this ^ 
night. For weeks, nay for months pafl, the country had been 
in the moft anxious and alarming flate of fufpenfe, which was 
naturally heightened by that obflinacy and perfeverance, in filent 
contempt, with which Miniflers had treated both Houfes of 
Parliament, upon every queflion that could have produced, by 
a fair and proper anfwer, either fatisfaftion or information to 
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the country. With regard to a war with Rufliay whatever 
Minifters might afFedi upon thi&fubjefti it was notorious, both 
within and without doors, that the v "!ce of Parliament and the 
voice of the People was againft it, and very wifely againft it. 
What, therefore, became the duty of their Lordfhips in a pe- 
culiar degree, was to interfere, as far as they could, to prevent 
it, and the only means left to them for that pur pofe now, was 
their undoubted right to offer their advice to His Majefty upon 
the fubjed. * 

This, hife Lordfliip faid, feemed to be particularly requifite 
at the prefent moment, when an alarm had gone abroad, that 
Parliament was to be almoll inftantly prorogued, at a time 
when there was nocqrtainty whether we were to be involved in 
war or not. This he thought an objedl of fufficient magnitude 
for troubling their Lordfhips with the motion which he would 
have the honour to bring forward before he fat down. Much 
delicacy had been exprelied in former difcuffions on this fubject, 
about interfering with the prerogatives of the Crown. He, for 
one, thought d^erently from many who had exprefled them- 
felves in that way, although, at the fame tinae, there was no 
noble Lord in the Houfe who could be more averfe to infringing 
or making any improper encroachment upon the Royal prero- 
gative than he would. 

The noble Earl faid he allowed, to the fuUeft extent, that 
the prerogatives of making peace and war, as well as thofe of 
proroguing or diflTolving Parliament, were veftedinthe Crown ; 
but he woulcj not allow that the hrft, that of making war, could 
be exercifed without the confent of Parliament ; and he believed 
nobody would deny that Parliament alone could grant thofe 
fupplies which were necelfary to carry on war. It therefore 
was their duty to watch every ftep that was likely to involve the 
country in fuch ruinous and deftruftive confcquences as a war 
with Ruffia muft occafion ; and this he declared ty be his rea- 
fon for calling upon their Lordfhips to offer, by an humble ad- 
drcfs to His Majefty, their opinions and advice, in fuch a man- 
ner as was moil conducive to the interefts of the country, and 
the mofl likely to obtain in anfwer fuch information as would 
enable them to fay, whether the country was to remain longer 
under the happy influence and invaluable bleffings of peace and 
» tranquillity, which alone could fecuilb and promote its profpe- 

rity ; or whether, from the haughtinefs and overbearing info* 
lenceand incapacity of an Adminiftration, the count ry^vj/jas to 
be pinniped into an impolitic, unjufl, bloody, and expenfivc 
war. He was calling upon them, his Lprdfhip faid, m that 
point of view, to exercife one of their beft and mofl undoubted 
rights, and one which, in the proper ext;rcife of it, gave them a 
power of doing fervices to their country, more lafting and elfen- 
tial, if attended with the wifhed-for effe6ls, than perhaps any 
other right wliich they enjoyed. He faid, he would not go into 
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a detail of the calamities ahd misfortunes to this kingdom that 
muft attend a Ruffian war ; they were fufficiently known to the 
country at large, and it was notorious that the people had in all 
parts of the nation cxprefled, in the moft pofitive terms, their 
deteftation of it ; ana the only thing that kept them fo^quiet as 
ihey had been, wa«, a hope, perhaps not too well founded, that 
the pending negociation would fpeedily end in the eftablifhment 
of peace. In this fitiiation of the country, then, was it a pro- 
per or a decent time to prorogue Parliament, efpecially when 
an anfwer to the laft menage, which we fent to the Courts of 
Berlin and Peterfburgh, might be expefted at fartheft in the 
courfe of two or three weeks ; he thought it certainly was not. 
After urging many different arguments in favour of his propo- 
fition, the noble Earl concluded by moving an addrefs to the 
King ; the purport of which was, to exprefs to His Majefty 
the wifhes of that Houfe, that he would be gracioully pleafed 
not to prorogue this feffion of Parliament, until an anfwer ar- 
rives to the laft meflage fent to Peterfburgh, concerning the 
negociatior) now pending between Great Britain and the £m- 
prefs of Ruffia. . v . 

Lord Grinvilky in reply, faid, rhere was no neceffity for his Lord 
going into any argument upon a queftion that had been fo re- Grenville, 
peatedly difcufled, and as often decided upon by their Lord- 
Ihips^ that, pending a negociation, it I'^'as improJ)er to inter- 
fere with the executive Government, or unnecelfarily to impede 
the undoubted and univcrfally-admitted prerogative of thg King 
to declare war, to make peace, and carry on foreign negoci- 
ations. The noble Earl had faid nothing new, or that could 
induce the Houfe to change their mind upon what they had al- 
ready given their folemn decifion. It was therefore lufficient 
for him to give his negative to the motion. 

Lord Storrnont faid, that although he wo«ld not undertake to Lord 
fay any thing which the poble Secre4:ary of State migh* think Storrnont, 
new or interefting, ftill he confiderecj it as his duty to fupport 
the motion fo ably brought forward by his noble friend. It 
fometimes happened, his Lordfhip faid, that when Minifters 
declared they meant to fay but little, that they faid more than 
they meant to fay. On a former occafion, the noble Secretary 
of State had declared, that if we went to war, it would be on 
principles of expediency, and not in confequetxe of any obli-n 
gation of treaty. Jt appeared, therefore, evident, that the at- 
tempt to involve the country in war, was merely to gratify the 
ambition of the Minifter. Abroad, his Lordmip faid, it was 
univerfally known, that we had not held fo high a tone with 
Rufliato oblige Pruffiaj or to further the views of the Court of 
Berlin ; on the contrary, it was evident, that Pruffia had been 
our indrument, and not our motive, to a£l holtilely towards 
Ruffia. 
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On the 28th of March, his Lordfl^ip faid, it was well known, 
a meflenger was difpalched to Berlin with a melTage to be con- 
veyed from thence to Petcrfhurgh, couched, as report faid, in 
terms the moft arrogant and imperative. From what paflfed in 
Parliament^ the Mmifter thought it neccflary to alter his tone, 
and hold a lefs affuming and lefs violent language. Another 
melTen'ger was ciifpatched in hade to Berlin, and he happily ar- 
rived in time to recover the difpatch, which breathed nothing; 
but menace and hoflility. That difpatch was now lodged fafc 
in the office of the Secretary of State, where he hoped it would 
ever remain a profound fecret. But what a fituation were we 
pow in r The Minifter had put the country to ah enormous 
expence for an armament, under a pretence that it was to ferve 
. our ally the King of Pruflia, and from the various publications 
from the Court of Btrlin, it was clear that the King of Pruflia 

might fay to us, after all the preparation^ of the Minifter » 

** Was it at my defire that you put yourfelves to fo much ex- 
** pence r It was the Britilh Minifter 's projeft and not mine.'* 
His Lordftiip expatiated on this, and faid, bethought with his 
noble friend, the prorogation of Parliament of great import- 
ance ; and that it was extremely advifeable toaddrefs His Ma-t 
jefty to fuflFer them to fit fome few days longer ; becaufe if the 
prefent negociation fliould terminate in a war, Minifters could 
not then prevent Parliament from exprelling a difapprobation 
of a meafure fo muchdifliked throughout the country, as a war 
with Ruffia undoubtedly would be, Mr. Faulkner, of whofe 
abilities and dexterity his Lordftiip fpoke highly, having occa- 
lion to know them when he was laft in office, had been Jif- 
patched rather on an extraordinary errand to Petcrft)urgh. He 
was ordered to give nothing upon paper, not even what, by a 
bold figure of fpecch, in diplomatical language, was termed 
** a verbal declaration in writing.*' He was not to infift upon 
any thing, but was merely to infinuate that it was neceflary to 
concede fomething, in order to fave the Minifter's honour, 
and to preferve thtf dignity of his charafter. His Lordftiip 
afked, whether it was likely that the Empreft, who well knew 
what had pafted in this country, would readily confent to gra- 
tify the Minifter's ambition, and fall in with his view ? On the 
contrary, might flie not fay, " I know the fentiments of the 

country, and to thofe fentiments I bear the refpeft that I 

ought ; but do I owe any thing to AdminiftratioH, an Ad- 
** miniftration hoftile to me from the firft moment they came 
*' into power r" 

The noble Vifcount begged their Lordftiips to fee how we 
flood at prefent in diflFerent parts of Europe. We ftill laboured 
under a ftrong fufpicion of naving kindled the war between the 
Porte and Ruflia. We had inndioufly profelfed a friendftiip 
for Poland, at the very time that we aimed at taking from her 
t>antzic and Thorne, the raoft valuable of her poffeilions. We 
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had dcferted Sweden in the hour of peril, and we were now 
endeavouring to perfuade the King .of Sweden to forfeit his ho- 
nour, and break his faith with his new ally. In Holland, the 
war was deprecated as a meafure contrary to every principle of 
found policy. His Lordfliip laid great ftrefs on thefe points, 
and urged the necelfity of Parliament's continuing to fit a fort- 
night longer. He hoped, therefore, that the motion of his 
noble friend would be carried ; but (hould it fail, he flattered 
himfelf, from circumftance§4hat had fallen within his know- 
ledge, that in a few months, as the Minifter had lately talked 
to them of a war of neceflity, they (hould hear him (and lie 
owned it would be to him abundantly more fatisfa£lory) plead 
for a peace of neceflity. 

Lord Carltjle differed from the noble Secretary in thinking £3^1 ^f 
there was nothing new in the addrefs or arguments of his no- Carlifl^, 
blc friend. Did the noble Secretary of State thii^k the mo- 
tion not a new meafure ? ~ Had thev before addrefled His 
Majefty not to prorogue the Parliament ? . The Earl de- 
clared, he had not much attended the Houfe lately, but he 
did not think their Lordfliips could have voted a formal re-; 
iignation of* their right of advifing the Crown in all cafes of 
emergency. It was, he faid, when Minlllers, from motives 
of perfonal ambition, were about to involve the country in 
9 war, that they fhould befeech His Majefty not to keep in 
view the feelings of individual pride, or individual mortifi- 
catif n, but to confult the wifhes and welfare of the n^ion 
in general. It was in orde^ to ftep between Minifters and 
tlieir refentment, and to fave them from themfelves, that he 
wifbed the Houfe to fit a fortnight longer. If Minifters ob- 
tained their objedl, and the Parliament were prorogued as 
foon as was talked of, when the meiTenger came back, Par- 
liament indeed would not be fitting; but would Parliament 
have forgot this fprt qf condu6t, or would the public have 
loft fight of it ? Undoubtedly they would not ; the Mi- 
nifter ^ad provided them with too impreflive a memento^ viz* 
the expence of the armament, which they would feel too 
ferioufly, fuddenly to let it flip from their recolleftion. His 
Lordfliip adverted to the inconveniency occafioned by pref- 
iing. He was aware, he faid, that at the commencement 
of a war, tl^at means of manning the navy wa§ conftitu- 
tional and recognized by ail of Parliament. He knew it to 
be ncceflary, but it ought only to be reforted to in cafes of 
emergency. ^ Indifqriminate prefling, when war was uncer- 
tain, would only harrafs the public, and defeat the ufe of 
that mode of obtaining men when they were a6^ually 
wanted. The expence of prefling was, he obferved, a 'very 
|ej:ious one. He yndcj;ftood;) that every man fent on board 
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fliip coft the country from fixteeii to twenty or twenty-fivd- 
pounds. His Lordfliip added a few more obfervations. . 
Mirquis The Marquis of Lanfdown fpoke in favour of the motion, 
of Lanf- which he was fure could not be objefted to, upon any rea- 
down* fonable and proper grounds. He argued the impropriety of 
difmifling their Lordfhips, and fending them, and Members 
of Parliament, into tlie country to their conftituents unpre- 
pared to fatisfy their min(js, and reconcile them to the ex- 
pence that has been incurred, and the burthens that they 
mull coufequently bear. He reprobated what he termed 
the ftiamelul precipitancy with which great public mea- 
fures had been hurried through both Houfes, in order to 
enable Minifters to get rid of the Parliament. He men-p 
ttoned the corn bill in particular, to which, he faid, he 
viftied to have fpokein, but he had not time to make himfelf 
♦ inafter of the fubjeft. He mentioned alfo the bill relative to 
the *civil lift, viz. that for allowing the Duke of Clarence 
twelve thoufand a year. He declared, he was willing at all 
times to give largely and liberally to the ybunger part of the 
Royal Family, but. the a£l in queftion, required more difcuf- 
iioq than the period of the feflion would allow. There hacj 
been, he faid, a monftrous profufion in the civil lift, that 
made it impoffible for it to bear the expences that properly 
belonged to it. ^ 

With regard to Ruflia, his Lordfhip faid, our interference 
Was not only Impertinent, but he believed it unneceflary j 
and if report faid true, the Emprefs had made her peace 
without any regard to us whatever. She had made peace 
with a jufl: regard to her own charafler and importance^ 
which flie had fo well fuftained on every great occafion. 
Thus, he faid, we were likely to feel the poignant mortifi- 
cation of being forced from one extreme to the other, and 
to find, tliat fo far from being looked up to as the dictators 
of terms, we were confidered as perfectly infignificant and 
tinworthy of any fort of notice. 

His- Lordfliip contended, that it was for the advantage of 
Minifters peculiarly, that Parliament fhould continue fit- 
ting. Could they, he afked, be fecure of the approbation 
of Parliament, after they had taken meafures which Parlia- 
inent knfw nothing of? He fpoke of our breaking up in the 
Eaft Indies, and reprobated. the do£irine that India was more 
likely to aid us, than we them, as a delufion the moft pre- 
fuitiptious that ever was reforted to. He faid, our general 
condudl had been fuch that we began to lofe refpeft in every 
part of the world, and he declared, that he ftiouid not at. all 
' wonder that this ^dirtiniftration which had .taken fo hi^gh a 
tone in other Courts of Europe, was driven to a bafe fub- 
miftion themfelves. Even that petty power, Pjortugal, haxl 
\ dared 
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dared to caft an high affront upon us, driven away our (hips 
from a fettlement belonging to this country for centuries, 
and marched 3000 men to attack it. The fettlement to 
which he alluded, (Angola we believe) his Lordihip faid, 
was one that we had a much better right to than Nootka 
Sound ; and would Portugal, he a(ked, do this, unlefs ihp 
was fecure of the Court of Spain ? He commented upon 
this fad^, and faid adminiflration appeared to be in a hurry 
to make a diftribution of a profufion of honours and em- 
ployments, arid get over individuals to join them, and 
efpoufe their interefts. 

The Marquis faid, he did not recede from a former opi- 
nion which he had once declared, viz. " That the influence 
" of the Crown had increafed, was increafing, and ought to 
** be diminiflied;" he held the fame opinion at that moment; 
but he thanked God, he could add, that, the influence of 
public opinion was likewife increafing, and public opinion, 
was decidedly againft war with RufTia, as Minifters would 
find to their coft, if they meant to involve the country in a 
war, under an idle, but novel pretence of opening the Vif- 
tula, and getting the objefts of the Ruflian trade through 
that channel. 

Lord Grenville rofe in confequence of what had fallen from Lord 
the noble Marquis, with whom he faid, he w3s happy that GrcnviUt. 
he could agree in what he had faid towards the latter end of 
his fpeech, viz. that popular opinion muft govern the pon- 
duft of every adminiflration* The prefent adminiftration, 
of which he had the honour unworthily to form a part, his 
LordAiip faid, ever had and ever muft depend on popular 
opinion. It never could have any otlier bafis but public 
opinion ; but anxious as he muft be to ft and well in the pub- 
lic opinion, his Lordfhip faid, the re^itude and confciouf- 
nefs of his own mind could not be biafled by public opinion ; 
which might be wrong and think worfe of Minifters than 
they deferved. 

Having declared, that he fhould be the moft difgraceful 
and defpicable of men, if he pretended to difregard public 
opinion; his Lordftiip faid, that without faying more, of 
himfelf, he could anfwer for that right honourable gentle- 
man who was at prefent placed at the head of adminiflra- 
tion, that his conduft had been uniformly fuch as to merit 
the favour of public opinion, and that he had eftabliflied his 
claim to /public opinion on the beft and moft folid foundation^ ' 
viz. the directing ail his meafures to the fole objedl of the 

public-good. 

With regard to all that had been faid by the noble Earl, 
who made the motion, by the noble Marquis, and the noble 
Vifcount near him, on the ftate of foreign affairs, thofe 

noble 
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noble Lords, he faid, haj fpoken on the information that 
was to be picked up in foreign Gazettes, and from their 
own fuppolitions; and they well knew they might range 
that field at large, hecaufe, from the delicacy of the fubjedl, 
it was impoffible for any man engaged in His Majefty's fer- 
vice to give an anfwer to what they faid, without departing 
from the eflential duty of his fituation, and adlually betray- 
ing his public truft. 

With regard to the charge of precipitancy, with which, 
it was faid, public bufinefs had been hurried on, his Lord- 
. fhip faid, he knew of no grounds for fuch a complaint. 
Excepting only in the fingle inftance of the corn bill, there 
was not a fubje6t that called for difcufEon, or on which diC- 
cuffion had been defired, which had not been fully difcufTed. 
With refpeA to the corn biU, he had before ftated that if 
th^re was any fault, it lay not with Minifters* The Houfe 
of Cotlimons had thought proper to fend fo important a bill 
to their Lordfhips at that late period of the felfion, becaufe, 
if it had not been agreed to by their Lordfhips, the exifting 
aft of Parliament would have expired, and the country 
would have been left without law upon a point of infinite 
importance to the general interefts of the kingdom. 

The noblq,Marqiiis, his Lordfhip faid, had been pleafed 
to talk of the influence of. the Crown, and to fay that he 
ftill thought it ought to be diminifhed. The only anfwer 
that he could give, was, to afk of the Marquis if fuch was 
his opinion, how itliappened that they had heard f© little of 
any attempt to diminifh the influence of the Crown during 
the noble Marquis's adminiftration ? For his part. Lord 
Grenville faid, he had no fcruple to declare his opinion, 
that the influence of the Crown required no farther dimi- 
nution at prefent. 

In anfwer to the arguments of the noble Marquis refpeft- 
ing the prorogation of Parliament* it occurred to his recol- 
le^ion that a more important negotiation had been pending 
ten years ago, and that the meeting of Parliament had been 
then adjourned in ord^ to let that negotiation take its courfe 
unembarrafled by the interference of Parliament. The pre- 
fent appeared to him to be a parallel cafe. With regard to 
the prefent motion, his Lordfhip faid, though the (hape of 
the motion was ne^, the fabjeft that naturally came under 
Its difcufiion, was old, and nothing that he had heard in 
the courfe of the debate appeared to him to be of fuffi- 
cient weight to induce the Houfe to agree to the motion. 
Marqwis The Marquls of LanfdQwn rofe in reply. He faid, that 
of Lanf- having been fo perfonalty alluded to, he could not poflibly 
4own.. refift a wifh to intrude once more on their Lordfhips. With 
regard to the corn Mll^ his Lordlhip admitted^ that the no- 
ble 
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ble Secretary of State's argomenty was perfectly in point, 
if the queftion were, whether an annual corn bill ihould be 
fuffered to elapfe,< without its place being fupplied by a new 
annual bill ; but it was no reafon whatever, for a permanent 
corn bill,^ which was of infinite importance to the country, 
being pafled on a fudden. He faid, he had lad fummer 
taken a journey of fome hundred miles through the coun-^ 
try, and had every where found commerce, trade, and ma- 
Dufadlure, flovirifliing in the mod flattering degree, but that 
agriculture uniformly appeared to be on the decreafe. His 
Lordifaip expatiated on the neceffity of encouraging the 
agriculture of the country, and expreiled great doubts whe- 
ther the corn bill, that had pailed^ would not do more harm 
than good. 

The noble Secretary of State, the Marquis obferved, had 
alledged, as a precedent for the prefent prorogation of Par- 
ment, the condu£l of a former adminiflration in the year 
1782; but that precedent, the noble Secretary muft give 
Jhim leave to fay, was not a precedent in point, nor any 
thing like it. The faA then was, that a negotiation of in- 
finite delicacy and danger ^as depending. France had ac- » 
ceded to the treaty of peace, but other powers (Holland 
particularlv) had not ; and if public difcuiiion had taken 
place in Parliament, it was probable that the end of the 
negotiation might have been defeated, to the infinite difad* 
vantage of the country. Peace was concluded on all hands, 
and then, when the danger of interference' was at an end. 
Parliament was aflembled after a very fhort adjournment* 
He heartily wifhed, that the prefent adminiflration would 
follow the adn^iniftration of that day in a point. any way 
iimilar. 

In anfwer to what Lord Grenville had faid of his not 
having, while in office, carried into praA ice, what he had 
that day profeiTed to be his opinion relative to the neceffity 
of a farther diminution of the influence of the Crown, the 
Marquis faid, motives of modefty, and a wifh to avoid any 
thing like vaunting his own merits, had hitherto kept him 
iilent, but petfonally invited as he had been to a difcuifion 
of the fubjed, if he lived to meet their Lordfbips in ano« 
ther fei&on, he would enter fully into the detail ; when he 
flattered himfelf that he fhould be able to give fucb an 
account of the meafures which had been adopted by him 
for the purpofe of farther diminiihinj; the influence of the 
Crown, as would fatisfy the mofl icrupulous inquifitioh, 
to thofe anxious to find advocates on that fide of the quef- 
tion. The plan of what he had alluded to, his Lordlhip 
faid, had been left in his office; why, like many other 
falutary meafures talked upo.n> it had beea negle(5ted early in 
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the exlftence of the prefent adminiflrationy he was at a lois 
to imagine. The Marquis concluded with faying^ that 
when the next feflion came, every thing that he could 'fay, 
without feemine to wi(h to boaft of his own merits, he 
wouldy having been fo called upon, declare. In fadl, he 
would explain all that was confident with modefty. 

Etr^Fitz- £gj.| Fitzwltiam rofe again, and obferved, that the noble 
'*"*' Secretary had faid, that noqueftion had been put, which had 
not been anfwered* Hi> Lordfhip faid, he denied the t)ofI- 
tion. To much argument there had been little reafoning 
oppofed. If the country were involved in a war, he begged 
the Houfe to recoUeS, that it did not depend on us to get 
out of it; we might be forced to continue in all the expence 
of warfare for the caufe, and intereft of our allies^ 

The Earl exprefled fome aftonifhment at what had fallen 
from the noble Secretary of State, relative to the influence 
of the Crown ; and he was amazed to hear him fay, that 
looking round, he faw no caufe to warrant a fufpicion^ that 
fuch an influence did exift predominantly. Within thefe 
few years, his l^ordfliip faid, there had been an extraordi* 
nary infuflon of power into that Houfe. ^ He declared, he 
was dill more amazed to hear the noble Secretary fay, that 
the prefent adminiflration refled on the bails of popular opi- 
nion. He meant no perfonal difrefpeft to any one of their 
Lordfliips ; but when he faw the noble Secretary of State, 
and various other noble Lords in that Houfe, he could not 
help admiring the afliertion, that the influence of the Crown 
was not increafed, and alfo the aflertion that the prefent ad- 
miniftrntion refled folely on popular opinion. 
Lord . Lord Rawdon faid, it would be wrong in him to trefpafs 

)lawdoa. long on their Lordfliips, particularly as his noble friend*s 
motion had been fo ably fupported on one fide, and no ar- 
gument of any kind offered on the other. What induced 
Jiim principally to rife, his Lordfliip faid, was, what he 
» tK)k to be an inaccuracy of expreflion which the noble 
Marquis had ufcd, relative to the proviflon for the Duke 
of Clarence, which he thought was, if any thing, very 
Jittle, and not fnitable to his dignity He wiflied there* 
fore, the noble Marquis to explain, lefl: an idea fhould go 
abroad that he had faid the fum was too much. 

Being upon his legs, his Lordfhip faid, he would make 
fome obfervations upon the ftate of affairs, and thecondiift 
of Minifters, who, he thought, fludied to avoid, rather 
than to court public opinion, by their filence and their 
oppofition to fuch motions as that before the Houfe. As 
to war, they had gone too far, and failing in their demands, 
were obliged to turn back^ but not with any additional cre- 
dit tp themfelves ; they put him in mind of 2^ ftory of a 
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inan who was caught on the top of a garden wall, and 
being aiked by the gardener, *^ where are you going r" he 
replied, *^ I am going back.** Now though the man was 
Aopped from the garden, his character received no addi* 
tional luftre from the iituation in which he was found; 
and the conduct of Minifters, on the whole of this bufi* 
nefs, he thought very like that of the honeil gentleman who 
went to fteal the fruit; nor did he think their character 
would be much improved in the public opinion, becaufe 
they had not got leave to effe<St their purpofe. 

The Marquis of Lanfdown^ in anfwer to Lord Rawdon, Marquis 
faid, he was aware that he was apt to be warm in his ex- of Lai\f* 
preffions, but he always endeavoured to confider his ideas ^*^^'^* 
before he put them Into words. If the noble Lord had at- 
tended to him, when he made mention of the bill for fet- 
tling i2»«ool. a year on the Duke of Clarence, he believed 
the noble Lord would not have found him guilty of inaccu- 
racy of expreffion, fince what he had faid went to the very 
point the noble Lord had ftated to be his defire to have eila- 
bliihed, viz. that if the obje£t were to give to the younger 
branches of the Royal Family, his idea was, that Parliament 
ought to give liberally, but that if it were to be a provifion 
merely in relief of the civil lift, it. required deliberate confi- 
deration, 'becaufe it was not only a transfer of a given fum, 
but ^ transfer of principle, and an acknowledgement that 
Parliament confefTed itielf bound to provide accordingly for 
all the younger branches of the Royal Family, which was a 
matter that at leaft ought to be determined on mature dif« 
cuflion. 

Lord Cathcart faid, he could not juftify himfelf in giving Lord 
a filent vote; he would not, however, take up much of their Cathcart.^ 
Lordihips' time. No. man, his Lordfhip obferved, would 
difpute the King's prerogative In making peace, declaring 
war, or entering into foreign alliances. Let their Lord* 
fhips look at the motion, and fee what it went to. He 
was perfuaded, that after a momentary examination, they^ 
would find that they ought not agree to any fuch addrefs as 
that propofed. His Lordfhip here difcuded the motion in 
four different points of view. Having done this, he faid*, 
as its objeS was, without their having any docutnents be- 
fore them that could induce or warrant them to come to, a 
decifion to addrefs the King to withhold the exercife of one 
prerogative, in order that Parliament might interfere with 
another, he fhould give it his negative. 

The Earl of Lauderdale clofed the debate with fupporting Earl of 
the noble Earl's motion, and commenting on Lord Cath- Lauder* 
cart's fpeech. His Lordfhip faid, his noble friend's motion, ^*le« 
came forward with peculiatr propriety, confldering that ^ 
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Parliament had pledged itielf to fupport His Majefty iti 
any foreign negotiation to an indefinite extent. Whether 
> the armed negotiation would terminate in a war or not 
Miniders alone could tell ; but in anfwer to the noble 
Lord's argument, that the Houfe had no documents be- 
fore it, to juftify their oppofing the motion, he faid, they 
had a document of undoubted authority, viz« His Ma- 
jefty's meflage. His Lordfhip pointedly obferved upon 
this fadl, and faid, when he looked around him, and faw 
fo many important matters poftponed till Parliament was 
It an end, he had every reafbn to conclude that Minifters 
wifhed to ihrink from dircuflion, and avoid all enquiry in- 
to their condufl. $ 

The queftion was negatived without a divifion. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Thurfday, ^th Jum. 

A petition of Mrs. Hankins was prefented and read, pray- 
ing to be heard on the third reading of the Birmingham Ca- 
naj bill ; and leave being given, Counfel were called to the 
bar, and heard ; and being withdrawn. 

An amendment was propofed to he made to the bill, when, 
after a fhort conVerfaiion, the Houfe divided ; 

Not Contents — 17 

Proxies .— 15 

— 32 
Contents — 18 

Proxies — 9 

— 27 
Another amendment was afterwards propofed, and, upon 

a divifion, the numbers were. 

Contents * . — 17 

Proxies — 8 

— 25 
Not contents — 16 

Proxies — ^ 14 

The qtieftion was then put that this bill do now pafs ; 

Contents, 19; Not contents, 17. 
A meffage was then ordered to be fent to the Commons, 
tQ nQquaint them that the Lords had pafled the bill without 
amendment. 

The Houfe being in a Committee on the Corn bill," 
Lord Lord Hitwkejbttry fpoke to^ Cpniiderable length on it. The 

Btwkcf- fubflance of what his Lord(hipi*aid, was, that he approved of 
Jjury. the bounty limited, as it is at prefent, for the encouragement 
* V .of the growers of corn. He alio apptoved of raifing the ex- 
port price, as it is in the prefent bill ; but exprefled tbe 
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ftrongeft doubts of preventing the importation of corn till 
prices amount to what are ftated in the prefent bill ; think- 
ing it a dangerous experiment, as it might materially afiedt 
our manufadurers, and diftrefs, in the higheft degree, the 
country labourer and the poor. His Lordfhip faid, it was a 
cruel and impolitic meaiure to begin by diftreffing thefe va- 
luable members of fociety, in order to force more land into 
cukivation ; that the only wife meafure of bringing more 
land into cultivation, would be by facilitating the arrange- 
ment of concurrent rightB in commons and wafte lands, which 
at prefent prevent their cultivation. He was likewife very 
averfe to the difficulties at prefent thrown in the way of 
warehoufing corn, as extremely detrimental to the general 
commerce of the kingdom, and depriving the lower ranks of 
His Majefty's fubje£tsof a fupply of food, which might be 
always ready in times of dearth. 

The order of the day bejng moved for the third reading * 
of the Bank Loan bill. 

Lord Rawdon rofe, ani made the following fpeech : 

My Lords, 
I gave notice to your Lord(hips that I fhouid avail myfelf Lord 
of the third reading of this bill, as an excufe to throw out a Raw4oa» 
few remarks on the ftate of the finances in general. The 
matter being underftood in that light, it will not, I am fure, 
in point of form, be thought net eflary that I move any pre- 
cife queftion It would be a point of order eafily fatisfied : 
but it would, in reality, be nugatory, as I only wi(hto urge 
a few obfervations for the reflexion of your Lordfliips. Al- 
though the field which I have claimed be fo wide, your Lord^ 
(hips need not fear that I (hall run into much length. I am 
too wdl aware, that no attention can follow up a long and 
complicated detail of figures ; I (hall, therefore, have the 
policy to reftrift myfelf to the plainer an J more eflfential fea- 
tures of the fubjef^, declining minor inveftigation. It is with, 
this view to perfpicuity that I fhall argue from the data fub- 
mitted by Minifters to the Committee of finance, whofe re- 
port has been jufl publiflied ; and I beg to be underftood as 
mnking my calculations upon thofe documents, unlefs where 
I exprefsly declare my deviation. 

1 fhall, with your permiflion, begin with a brief advertence 
to a point, which, without doubt, interefls me perfonally; 
but which would not be obtruded by me upon you, dui it in- 
terefl me alone. It is a matter of importance to the Public 
as much as to myfelf. I allude to the balance between the re- 
ceipt and the expenditure of the three years immediately fol- 
lowing the €}flablifhment of the plan for diminifhing the na- 
tional debt; namely, from 5th of January 1786 to 5th of 
January 1789. 1 had afTerted in this Houfe, that the million 
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yearly, during that period, applied towards the reduction of 
the national debt^ did not fpring from an annual furplus of 
income after the expenditure was defrayed; but that it was 
furniihed from extra vefouices. In making ^hat aftertion, I 
took a diitin£iion which 1 think was fair and liberal. 1 faid^ 
that were the ^ueftion, what inference was to be drawn for * 
the 'regulation of your finance in future years, from the ba- 
lance between your income and expenditure in thofe three 
years, nothing ought to be taken into the calculation but ac- 
tual revenue. By that defignation I meant to defcribe the 
permanent taxes, and thofe im}>ofts, which, though annual 
in their form, are always reforted to; fources which furni(h a 
conftant return to the Exchequer, and the produce of which^ 
though it will neceflarily flu^uate to a degree in its amount^ 
may be capable of tolerable computation. The queftion, 
however, was not profpedtive; it was a queftron of mere fadt^ 
whether the income of the three years had fumifhed the an- 
nual million ? In that point of view, all accidental fums paid 
within the term into the Exchequer, fhould be reckoned as 
weh as the permanent fupplies ; even, although thofe fums 
ihould really have been due before the period of the three years 
commenced* The income thus complicated I would call re- 
ceipt in contradij(lin<^ion to revenue. It was upon the receipt 
I originally argued; and I again admit the receipt as theba* 
{is of the propofition, which I now re-aflert. The evidence, 
as exhibited by the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, 
ilands thus : — 
The produce of the permanent taxes for the 1^. 

three years is fiated by the Committee at - 37>797>I3I 
To this add the eftimated amount of the land 

and malt taxes for three years • 7,674,030 

Tot^ revenue 45,47 1983 1 
Add farther, 
' Refpited duties paid by the Eaft-India Com« 

panyini786 - - - S^.J>SOO 

Impreft money repaid, and arrears of land and 

taxes, paid after 5th January 1786 - 476,686. 

Clear gain on the lotteries during the three 

years - - . - 67^,000 

Total receipt - 47,146,017 
Expenditure of the three years, as ftated in. the 
document {Appen. F. No, 5 of the report) 
fubminiftered by thf Treafury to the Com- 
mittee - - #. . 46,692,14^ 

Surplus in the three years • 453^895 

I'hus, 
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Thus, fimply upon the fhowing of Adminifiration, the 
propofition which I advanced (lands confirmed. For it is 
obvious, that a furplus of 453,8g5L did not furnifli the three 
millions which the Public was led to fuppofe that fund had 
fupplied towards the liquidation of the national debt. But 
this evidence of my having been well-founded, as to my 
principal pofition, is not entirely fuiBcient. Although the 
propofition to which I pledge«^i myfelf before the Houle, was^ 
'^ that the annual million did not arife from an excefs to 
** that amount in the receipt beyond the expenditure,** I 
recoIIecSl that 1 let drop two other obfervations on the fub« 
je&; and I cannot leave it doubtful, whether I ventured 
upon even a contingent ailertion refpefling fo important a 
topic without due foundation. 1 he firft of the pofitions to 
which 1 allude, was, that if the expenditure were compared 
with the revenue for the calculation of future profpeds, the 
deficiency would be found alarming. 1 his is at once jufli- 
fied by a comparifon of the amount of expenditure, with the 
produceof the permanent taxesand ordinary annualrefotirces ; 
notwithftanding, as 1 ihall fliortly fhow, theftatement islefs 
unfavourable for thofe who maintained the exiflence of a fur- 
plus than clofer inveftigation will warrant. The fccond po« 
iition was, that on the balance between the receipt and the 
expenditure there was* no furplus at all; but, on the con- 
trary, a deficiency. To fupport this, it is evidently requi- 
fite that J {hould invalidate fi^me of the accounts, which 
form the ground- work of the cohiparifon already laid before 
you. lihould be loath to goextenfively Jnto an arraignment 
of that nature ; as the detail might dlftraft attention from, 
the main thread of argument which I wiih it to purfue.— 
]Luckily that digreiSon will not be neceflary; for where the 
objedl is only to prove that there wasno furplus, the more 
or the lefs of the deficiency is in^material. My purpofe will 
be anfwered by two items : but 1 muft make one general re-* 
mark on the remainder of the account, becaufeit involves a , 

f:onfideration worthy of ferious attention. The accounts p^ 
the expenditure laid before the laft Committee of finance, dif* 
fereflentially from thofe delivered to your Lordfiiips in 1789T 
not under the head of mifcellaneous fervices alone, in which 
\there might be fuppofed room for cafual alteration in the claf- 
fing of articles; but in the diftin6): fervices of army, navy^ 
and ordnance. I am willing to afcribe the error which occa« 
^ions this difcordance to the want of ibmc fixed, unalterable 
form for making up the puhlic accounts ; but as the effeA of 
the variation in the latter account is to diniiniih confiderably 
the amount of the expenditure for the three years, it is juft 
the policy which would have been purfued, had the aflertions 
which have been made in Parliament^ rendered it an objed to 
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foften the prominence t)f evidence refulting from the old ftate* 
ment. And the difference between the two accounts is not 
tri&ing; for, in more mftances than one, it goes on a iingle 
article beyond 170,0001* Your Lordfhips fee how the rec- 
tification of that point would operate for my argument.—— 
But I proceed to prove my pofition more difllndily. The 
computations of the expenditure vjfhich I juft now meafured 
' againft the income, are taken from the Appendix, Fv. No, 5, 
of the report of the Committee. *■ In the year 1786, as there 
flatedi the intereft and charges of the national debt aregiyea 
at 9,010,4041. exciufive of intereft on Exchequer bills. In 
tbe next year, the faoie article is eftimated at 9, 276,0001* 
equally exclufive of intereft on Exchequer bills. Your Lord- 
£&ips fee that no debt could be incurred in the year 1786, 
that could add 260,000!. intereft money to your charges.-— 
But it is proved error by the feparate account of the public 
debt of that year; which gives the intereft and charges at 
9,206,9401. exclufive of charges of management on the newly- 
funded ilock of the foregoing year. The account of the 
Conimittte of 1 786 would confirm the matter, were the point 
dilputable; for that Committee alfo charges the article at 
9,^66,94pl. Upon this head, therefore, there appears clearly 
to be an omifTion in the llatement of the expenditure for the 
year 1786, of more than 250,0001. The fource of that 
omiffion is curious. Finding that the outgoings of 1786 ran 
higher, and the revenue lower, than was expected, the Mi- 
Difter was obliged to help the income by taking in the addi- 
tional quarter of the confolidated fund, up to April 1787, 
and to eafe the expenditure by delaying payments. For this 
Iptter purpofe it was dire£led by an a6t pa&d in 1786, that 
' certain annuities, upon which aquartei^s payment became due 
on the 5th of January, fhould, in future, be paid only half 

ffearly, on the 5^h of Apiil and 10th of October. Theef- 
e£k of this (as the yearly accounts are computed from the 
6th of January includve) was to throw out, in appearance, 
from the year 1786 that quarter which becaotedue on the 5th 
of January 1787. The real confequence is, that a quarter of 
thofe annuities is carried forward, not anfwered by thejn- 
come of the year in which it became due.. The term ufed in 
•defcribing this tranfa6lion, is not a happy one. " The pub- 
** lie availed itfelf of the amount of one quarterly payment 
" upon thefe annuities." It is Government which here af- 
fumes the name of the public ; and the avowal of the conve«» 
nience fought fuggefts the fuppofition pf an advantage taken 
of the annuitants. No deviation from the conditions on 
which fuch perfons purchafed their annuities can be juft, un- 
lefs it be made wfth the confent of the parties. Their con- 
currenqe i$ not fpecified ; nor is it to be inferred, iince it 
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could not be for their profit to have a quarter's falary with- 
held. For the Committee have mifapprehended the cafe, 
when they fay, that by the arrangement^ a quarter's payment 
will, in tutore, be made in advance to thofe crditors. No- 
thing, according to the new fettlement, is to be paid on the 
5th of April; but the two quarters which would have been 
due on the 5th of January and cth of^ April on the old foot- ^ 

ing; and the quarter due on the 5th of July is not to be paid 
till the loth of 06tober. Therefore, about 250,0001, debt 
is regularly carried forward upon this article. Is is clear, 
that in making up the account of the charges on the three 
years, that quarter's payment which became due within the 
period, muft be reckoned ; whether it was liquidated by / ^ 
Government, or the difcharge deferred through motives of 
convenience. 

To that fum T will add an overcharge in the credit taken 
for the produce of the land and malt taxes. The amount of 
thofe taxes for the three years is calculated at 7,674,000!. that 
is to fay, at the rate of 2,558,000!. per annum ; the aflu/ned 
cftimatc of the Committee. Now, by the account delivered 
from the Exchequer, on the requifition of this Houfe, the 
fums really received from the land and malt taxes in the three 
years amounted only to - - 7,439,184 

Dedudl that fum from - - 7,674,000 

•»«M"i""""«"""— "^^ """i^ ^"^^ 

There apj>ears an over-charge of - « 234,816 

The difference between the two accounts cannot arile from 
the circumftance that the militia charge is fubftra6led from 
the one and not from the other ; becaufe the addition of the 
amount of that charge to the fmaller fum does not make it 
correfpond with the other; but this is proved more fatsifac- 
torily in another method. The deficiency of the land and 
malt taxes is charged in the accounts of expenditue delivered 
to this Houfe in 1789, diftin£ily from the expence of the 
militia; that deficiency being added to the net receipt, gives 
in each of the three years a fum beyond the 2,75G,o©ol. at 
which thofe taxes are laid by Parliament, which can only be 
explained by fuppofing that arrears paid in during that pe- 
riod were reckoned with the current receipt : on that fuppo- 
fition, by adding the deficiency and the charge for militia, 
and then deduftiijg the amount of arrears received, as fpeci- 
fied in another document, the 2,750,0001. ought to be pro- 
dbced. Thisj however, is not the cafe ; apparently through 
feme dekQ. in the form of the account. But the refult af- 
fures me diftinflly, that the charge for militia has been de- 
(lu£led before 2,558,0001. is affured as the net receipt from the 
land and malt taxes.- Ar.d, indeed, in the abftraft which 
the Committee has publifhed, to exhibit a comparifon be- 
VoL. XXX. T t twcen 
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twecn your probable future income and expenditure, this po- 
fition is juftified completely ; as the 95,000!. annual chargd 
for tl>e militia is there inferted among the out-goings, whilft 
credit is taken on the other hand for 2,558,000!. to arife 
from the land and malt. Now .add the two fums which I 
have pointed out. 
OmifTion in the charges for intereft of public 

debt in 1786 -' - 250,000 

Over-charge on land and malt - 234,816 

Total 484,816' 

which extingnifhes the oftenfible furplus of 453,895]. and 
leaves my affertion proved. 

I come now, my Lords, to the bill immediately before 

Jou. In pitching upon it as the vehicle for my obfervations, 
did not ch life at hazard: I had animadverfion to exprefs 
upon this particular meafure; though complicating it, as I 
now do, with other materials, I jfhall not expatiate upon it 
fo largely as the fubjedl might vvell deferve. My objeffcion 
applies to the mode in which we know this loan to. have come 
forward. Had it been a voluntary agreement with Govern- 
ment, on the part of the Bank, there would not have been 
any thing to have faid againft it. But the fh^pem which it 
prefents itfelf, is this. As one of the refources to defray the 
expence of the arii^ament agairtft Spain, the Minifter points 
at the unclaimed dividends accumulated at the Bank. The 
Bank pleads, that thje advantage of having thefe dividends 
fufFered by the owners fo to refl in th«ir hands, is one great 
inducement to their bargain with Government for undertak-. 
ing«the payment of the intereft on the national debt. The 
plea is contemned; yet the refiftance compels refl^Sion. A 
reludant fenfe of the dangerous wound which muftbe given 
^ to public credit by perfeverance in the original meafure, caufes 
terms of accommodation to be fuggefted. The compofition 
propofed is exaflly this : " Offer us a loan of 500,000!. or 
f- we will, by the hand of power, wreft from you a much 
** larger fum." There is'no need for comment on the tone 
of this extortion. The fpirit of the original attempt, how- 
ever, is not veiled by that compromife: therefore let two 
words be addrefiTed to that point. It is the magnitude of thofe 
balances, fuffered by their right owners to fleep in the Banky 
which enables the corporation to accept Exchequer bills, &c. 
to the amount that now takes place : confequently. Govern* 
ment counteradls its own material convenience in ilriking at 
that fund. But this is a confideration trifling, in comparifon 
to the fhock which the meafure muft have given to public 
credit. It has, I know, been urged, (you ihall judge how 
falJacioufly) that the right of the public creditor was not to 

be 
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be impaired, nor was even his fecurity to be altered; his title 
to the fum remained the fame, though the money was re- 
moved from the Bank to the Exchequer ; and Government 
ftood, juft as it did before, in the light of his debtor. To 
this I anfwer, that foliciation at the Exchequer, and demand 
at the Bank, are very different procefles. The Bank, for a 
certain allowance and contingent emoluments, undertakes to 
pay for Government the intereft to the public creditors, at 
the period when it ihall become due; By this contrail, al- 
though Government is the fecurity to the Bank, and the ul- 
timate fecurity to the public creditor, the latter, in the firft 
inftance, has his reme4y diredlly againft the capital of the 
Bank ; and fo diftin<Stly, that it aflures him againft the appre^ 
henfion of delay in payment. Will it be aflerted that re- 
fponfibility is fin^ilarly defined, or punfluality fimilarly im^ 
pofed, with regard to the Exchequer? Let Adminiftration 
fpeak for themfelves to this point, in the document wlpch I 
ahi about to lay before you. Your Lordfliips are a,ware, 
that exaflitude of payment of the intereft, no lefs than facility 
in the transfer of the capital, is the inducement for moft per- 
fons, who have to live on the intereft of certajn fums, to 
place their money in the public funds, rather than on private 
mortgage; in which laft mode, the fecurity for the capital 
would be as good as in the former, and the intereft higher.— 
Now obferve how this expedlation is anfwered townrds thofe 
who have to look to the Exchequer inftead of tlie Bank. — 
When the tontine loan took place, the annuity was not to 
commence. for a certain time: but till the term of its com- 
mencement, the fubfcribers were to be allowed 4 per cent, 
on their money. By the aft eftablifliing that loan,*a year 
and a quarter's intereft, at the above rate, was to become due^ 
on the loth of Odtober, 1790. I have in my hand the Ga- 
zette of the 8th of March,. 1791, in which there is a notifi- 
cation from the Exchequer, that the intereft due^n the above- 
mentioned JOth of Oftober willbe paid on the i ith of March. 
Here is a delay of five months in the payment of intereft to 
be received from the Exchequer: after which proof, 1 fhaH 
not, I imagine, hear it argued in this Houfe, that a claim ou 
the Exchequer or on the Bank are equally eligible. 

The mode in which the Bank is to be indemnified againft 
any Inconvenience that might arife from this han, leads to 
another important confideration. The loan is fuppofed to 
be furniftied but of the dividends lying unclaimed at the 
Banl^. If thofe dividends happen to be fuddenly dtemanded, 
as they may be, Government is authorifed to iffue to the 
Bank, Exchequer bills to the amount of half a million. This 
perpetual recurrence to Exchequer bills makes it fitting that 
your Lordlbips fhould advert a little to their nature, and to ....^ 
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their employment. As foon as the land and malt taxes s^re 
granted, the Bank agrees to accept Exchequer bills, on the fe- 
curity of the produce of thofe taxes, to the amount of 
2,750,0001. The produce of thofe taxes is however, not- 
withftandingi received into the Exchequer, and applied to 
current expences; an annual fettlement of intereft only be- 
ing made with the Bank, and the bills replaced by a new iiTue 
on the fame footing. But the Bank likewife accepts farther 
bills from the Exchequer, relling only on the general credit 
of Government. Thefe latter bills may be compared to the 
notes of hand which an individual' would give on his general 
credit, without any fpecific fund for their difcharge. Your 
Lordfhips fee that there muft be fome point beyond which the 
Direflors of the Bank cannot, in honefty to their conftitu- 
cnts, proceed in the acceptance of thefe bills, Hence, I en- 
treat you, refleft on the inexpediency of approaching that 
point in time of peace; When thq fudden neceffity of arma- 
ment preflcs upon you, the refource of Parliament is a vote 
of credit. Exchequer bills, to the amount of the vote, are 
iffued: but if thofe bills have not currency, which would be 
the cafe if you had previoufly loaded the Bank with as many 
as it could bear, your vote of credit would be nugatory.— 
Your Exchequer bills may he faid to have Ho currency but 
through the medium of the Bank < for, could you otherwife 
apply them to the objeils of immediate demand, it would be 
under a depreciation that would be ruinous. Feel how feri- 
ous it is to deftroy, by an unwife ufe of it in profound tran- 
quillity, that refource which is your moft. ready and efficaci- 
ous fupply in the hour of difficulty. You have now, as it 
were, eftabliflhed 5,500,0001. of Exchequer bills as an un- 
funded debt, fyflematically carried forward from year to 
year. 1 fhall prefently have to notice a part of that fum. 
For the moment it will only be neceffary to add, that your 
navy and vidliialling hills being, to a heavy amount, bought 
up by the Bank, the load is thereby materially augmented, 
and the capacity of acceptance In the .Bank obvioufly dimi- 
nifhed. 
* Thefe preliminaries, my Lords, have opened the view to 
a jufter confideration of the immediate ftate of the finances at 
large; as that ftate is offered to you by the balance, in poiiit 
of fa6t, between your income and your expenditure, for the 
five years, from the i ft Jan. 1786, to i ft Jan. 1791. In ar- 
guing the fubjeft, I fliall take the fums as Adminift^ation has 
ftatedthem; though, in the expenditure, they are, for the 
firft three years, fubjeft to all the obfervations which I have al- 
ready made upon them. 

Ac6ord- 
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According to the documents which were fub- 
miniftered to the Committee, " ,the fums 
** applicable to the public cxpences in the 
*^ five years" amounted to — • 88,040,055 

The expenditure by th^ fame ftatement, in- 
cluding the fums paid _ towards liquidating 
the public debt, amounted to - ■■ — 88,116,916 

■■■>' ■■• ' ' " '■' 

So there remained unfatisfied, only — ' 76,861 

To this ftatement I fhall objeS : and I fhall do it upon 
the ground which fecretly occurred to the Minifter when he 
quitted the fimple exhibition of income, and adopted the 
ambiguous expreffion of " fums applicable to the public ex- 
** pences.** 1 (hall argue, that certain of the fums, for which 
he has taken credit, were of a nature hot to be applicable, in 
the point of view in which he has exhibited them, to the fer- 
vices of the five years in queftion. \ fhall firft enumerate the 
fums which I fhould, on that principle, fubflraft, and make 
the dedudlion, in order to^fhew how I think the balance really 
ftands: I will afterwards give the reafons for ftriking off 
each particular fum; as in that mode I fhall lefs embarrafs the 
perfpicuity of the meafurement* 

I then dedu£l, 

Monies in the Exchequer, 5th Jan. 1786 ^^.i, 172,11^ 

Army Savings ih ditto, 5th Jan. 1786 ^ 492^378 

Interefl received for money lent abroad 34>ooo 

Tontine loan — — 1,002,140 


Total 2,700,637 

Before this fum be fubflrafted from the amount of the re- 
ceipt for the 5 years, the over charge for land and malt, whlcti 
I noticed in the account of the three years, fhould be deduced. 

Suppofed income of the five years 88,040,055 

Over-charge for land and malt 234,816 

(■^nMBB— HBia* •>»— a^a* 

Dedu6l 2,700,637 

Remains — real income 85,104,60a 

Expenditure of the five years, with the addi- 
tion of 250,000!, interefl of public debt, 
omitted in the account of 1786 — 88,366,916 

Deficiency 3,262,314 

Still it is inconteflable,' that in the five years the fum of 

4,7 50,0001. was paid to the Commiflioners for reducing the 

public debt. Now fiom that fum mufl be deducted that 

^hich. 
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which, it appears, the income of the five years could not 

furnifh. 

Applied to reduce debt — — 4,750,00a 

Deficit of income in the five years 3,262,314 

1,487,686 

It is thus fliewn, that about one million four hundred and 
eighty-eight thoufand pounds was all that could be dedicated 
to the redu6tion of the national debt from the aAual income 
of the five year$ ; including in that income all contingent 
receipts which did really fall in within that term; and as 
thofe contingent receipts, under the heads of Refpited Du- 
ties, Impreft Money re paid, and Army Savings, amounted 
to 1,597,9551. you will obferve, that without their aid, thQ 
income could not have furniftied any part of the former fum» 
1 he difference between that fum and the four millions fcven 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds mufl have been furnifhed - 
from extra refources. The quality of thofe extra refources 
is, therefore,' what I have now to examine ; and the refult 
of the invefligation will determine whether I have proceeded 
on jud grounds in claffing, as extra refources, thofe fum 9 
which I have dedufted from the ftatement of income. 

I recapitulate them, 
Monies in the Exchequer previous to 5th Jan. 

1786 ' — — ^^.1,172,119 

Army Savings fimilarly circumftanced - — ' 492,378 
Interefl on money lent abroad — — 34,006 

Tontine loan — — — 1,002,140 


2,700,637 
On the firfl of thefe T mufl inquire, with fome furprize, 
why we never,' till of late, when the queftion was fo hard 
prelTed in this Houfe, h^ar^ of thofe monies in a fpecific ag- 
gregate? That there were in the Exchequer balances remain- 
ing frotn certain heads, after the fervices were difcharged to 
which thofe funds had been appropriated, Was known : their 
amount was not. Why, when it was of this magnitude, was 
it not brought forward as a fum r I mean net to impute that 
there was any difpofition to employ this money in a manner 
not advantageous for the public, much lefs to intercept any of 
it from the national fervice. But that which I diftinftly 
charge from the face of the traufadlion, is, an attempt to 
confound this fum with the income arifing from the fources 
properly belonging to the term pofterior to the 5th of Jan. 
1786, The inference which it was h:)peJ the public would 
draw, if the attempt fucteeded, was, the improved condi- 
tion of the finances in the hands which then managed them. 
This fum was infinuated by petty portions in the grants fub** 

fequent 
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fequent to January 1786, under ordinary titles of furplus re* 
malning from fuch or fuch a fund, that excited no curiofity 
■or inveftrgation. The motive of that policy is plain. Had 
this fum been acknowledged, in its extent, as exifting when 
the Committee of Finance publifhed their report in March 
1786, the obfervation refpefting it was fo obvious, that it 
could not have failed being urged on the occafion, " If 
** there be (it woufd have been faid) above a million in hand, 
*' you never can pretend to carry that forward for the fervice 
** of this year: becaufe the plan which you have produced for 
<« the redu6iion of the national debt goes upon the diftinft af- 
^^ fumption, that the balance between the annual income and 
** the annual expenditure, will leave afurplus adequate to your 
" objedl. You infift upon this in contempt of all our doubts; 
** therefore you cannot need extraneous aids to fwell that in- 
** come. And, indeed, you have made a fallacious ftatemenf 
*^ of the condition of the country as to its debt, if, having this 
** fum in hand, you do not give the public credit for it in your , 
*^ computation. The natural deftination for that fum would 
*^ be to extinguifh with it a portion of the navy bills, or 
^* other unfunded .debt, charging the country fo much lefs 
*^ in the burden which you hold out to them: for you, in- 
" difputably, would not wifl/ the debt to appear a million 
greater than it redlly is, in order that you may have the 
higher merit in feeming to alleviate their^ diftrefles."— 
Such, my Lords, woul^ have been the inevitable comment 
which muft have prevented this fum, had it been acknow- 
ledged, from being confounded with the future income., It 
is owned, that the monies were in the Exchequer previous to 
January 1786: the fum was then a confolidated poffeffion 
which ought to have been balanced, as far as it went, againft 
the debt ; at leaft it ought to have been ftated in fo diftin<5l a 
manner, as to have been regarded in the light of a remedy i 

againft any part of the floating debt that might become in- 
convenient. Whatfoever was the reafon that it was noMhen 
prpclaimed, now that its nature appears fairly to you, I think 
the conclufion irrefragabJe, that it never can be admitted as 
'' a part of the income of the five years to be meafured againft 
the expenditure of the fame period. 

The cafe of the fecond article, the Army Savings, ftands 
precifely on the fame ground. The whole amount under that 
head, applied to the fervice of the five years, is 1,091,147!. 
From this I dedu£l only what appears to have accrued be- 
fore the period which we are meafuring ; namely, the ex- 
cefs of the fupply for land forces in i7tS4, the fame for 1785, 
and a furplus of monies voted for Chelfea Hofpital in 17^5; 
making together 492,3781. If that balance exifted in favour 
of the public, previous to January 2786, it ought to have 

been 
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been ftated in favour of the public: it was the property, al- 
ready realized, of the community, and their debt was by fa 
mvch the lefs. The debt has been diminiftied by the em- 
ployment of that fum; but that is not the queflion now agi- 
tated; it might have been equally diminiftied by the applica-^ 
tion of that fum before the 5th of January, 1786. The fum 
has nothing to do with the income of the five years ; upoa 
the exuberance of which, under their conduft, 'the prefent 
Minifters affeft to reft the proof of their fuperior manage- 
ment. This money, as weM as the former article, ought to 
have baen applied in difcharging a portion of the debt, beforo 
tl>e plan for reducing the debt by furplufles of income was 
fet a- foot ; then the latter would have ftood on its own me-^ 
tits. 

7 he third article was thus produced : It was judged expe^ 
client to aid the Prince of Orange with a loan of 187,000!^ 
That fum was raiCsd here for the purpofe: it was, however, 
iinderftood at the time, that this loan was not to be regarded 
as an addition to our public debt, becaufe that regular pay- 
ments from Ho! land w re, by inftalment, to furnilh th^ in- 
tereft, and gradually to difcharge the capital. Credit is ta- 
ken for the 187,0001. in the account of extra fums applied to 
the'fervice of the five years ; and I have admitted it upon the 
fuppofition that it is, on the other hand, charged as an ex-i 
penditure; imagining it, though not fpecifically defcribed, to 
be included ui^er a head of 191,342!. granted in 1789, to 
make good money employed in fecret fervice' abroad. It i% 
clear, that a fum remitted from Holland to defray a portion 
of the intereft, and extinguifh a part of the principal of that 
loan, was intercepted by the Exchequer, and applied to other 
purpofes : confequently, we muft provide, in fome other 
raanner, for the difcharge of fo much intereft, and fuch sw 
portion of the capital, as the Dutch have exonerated them- 
lelves frOn by that remittance. It comes then to the fame 
thing as if we had borrowed 34,000!. the amount of that 
payment, from Holland ; and when it is proved equi«ralent 
to a loan, it is, of courfe, precluded from ftanding as an ar- 
ticle of income. 

It would be fuperfluous to expatiate on the fourth article; 
the Tontine Loan, money borro\ved to fupply the deficiency 
of income, never can be reprefetited a« inco'ne 

A queftion next arifes, with what degree of advantage thefe 
extra refources have been ai^plied ? I mean, how far their ex^ 
penditure has operated in really .diminirtiing the public debt 
during the five years. The ftatement which' I now lay be- 
fore you, may enable you to judge u|>on this point m -re 
■^ clearly than you well could, from the feveral fails as they 

fiand difperfed in ther6iK)it of the Committee. 
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The ftock bought by the Cbmmiffioners up to the ift of 
February 1791, amounted to 6,772,350!. The annual inte- 
refi on this fum was 203,1701. 

Here it will be proper to remark to your Lordftips, that 
the computation of the national debt by its capital is indubi- 
tably an erroneous mode of confidering it. As the capital of 
the monies vefled in the funds cannot be demanded of Go- 
vernment, it is only for the regular payment of intereft ory 
thofe monies, ^t the ftated periods, that Government is fe« 
fponfible. In other worc^^j^ Government only owes perpe- 
tual annuities to the amount of the intereft agreed fqr on the 
depoilt of thofe fun^s ; whiQh annuities aj^e upon certain 
conditions redeemable by the nation. The redudiion, there- 
fore, of the public burdens in the five years, is the extinc- 
tion of an annuity of 203,1701. Let us examine how this 
has been gompafled. The mopies applied for the purpofe, 
beyond the j^ceipt of the five years, may be clafled under 
three defcriptions; as fums expended, as debts acknowledged^^ 
and as debts obvioufty chargeable* With regard to thofe 
two heads of debt, it is apparent that they have been thus in-r 
curred. Portions of the annual income wWch fhould have 
anfwei;ed pertain cui:rent fervices, have beeix applied to the ' 

purchafe of ftock. Hence the payment of thof<? fervices 
was either left in arrear, or fupplied by refourees which en- 
tailed debt in fome othe^ fhape. It mufi be underfiood, that 
every a^nnual fervice is. defrayed before a furplus can be rec- 
koned : therefore, t^>e applicatioix of any fum to the purchafe 
offtoclc, leaving, thereby, a fervice undifcharged, was tan- 
tamount to borrowing that fum in order to make the pur- 
chafe; and, in that light, the amount of the debt fo incurred 
is here to be coafidered. 

The detail and amou^nt of thofe extra refourqes will ftand 
as follows :-^ 

Sums expended. £. 

Money in Exchequer, previous to Jan. 1786 1,172,119 

Army Savings previous to ditto — 492,378 

Intereft money from abroad -rr -r- 34>ooo 

Tontine Loa^n —7 — 1,002,140 

2,700,637 
Debts acknowledged. 

Navy — — 4S7>9SO 

Deficiency of Grants — 80,590 

Ordnance — ^ -r- 61,909 

■ 600,449 

♦ 
C:^rried forward 3,301,086 
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Brought over - ;^-3j30i,o86 
Debts chargeable. 

Additional Exchequer Bills - 750,qqo 

Anticipated Quarter of the Confoli- 

dated Fun4 - , 628,982 

— i>378,98a 


Total 4,680,068 

In explanation of the firft defcription, nothing need here 
be added to the illuftration which I before gave of thofa 
fums. 

Upon the fecond head, the acknowledgement of ^inifters 
leaves no occafion for obfervation. 

The tliird head requires more dilatation; becaufe both the 
articles contained in it have, been the fubje<Sl of repeated con-, 
troverfy. The queftion on the Exchequer bills ftands thus. 
]n funding a part of the floating debt in 1784, the outftand^ 
ing Exchequer* bills were left at 4,500,000), In the year 
1785, the Minifter applied to Parliament for leave to ifTue an 
additional million. This could not betoanfwer any prefluro 
jn the current demands of the year, becaufe your Lordfliips 
know the income did, in that year, exceed the expenditure 
by mere than 900,000), It could not have been recohi- 
mended by the refuit of the preceding year, for that alfo had 
produced a large furplus. In faft, it does not appear that 
more than 250,000!. from that million was applied within the 
year 1785. The oonftruftion, therefore, to be put upofi 
the requeft to Parliament for that million neceffarily is, that 
it was intended as a provifion for extinguifhing fome other 
unfettled charge, whofe form might render it more trouble- 
lome, than an addition to the amount of Exchequer bills. I 
have at this moment in my contemplation the navy debt j 
any part of which that remains undifcharged fo long as (ac- 
cording to the cufiom of the department) to become entitled 
to intereft, grows very burdenfome. No application of thiis 
nature appears with regard to 750,oooK of the million in 
queftion. Be it here obferved, that a diftrihution paper, as 
It is called, marking the dates at which portions of the mil- 
lion were iflued, could not decide the point ; for it is 
clear that the whole million might have been iflued in 
payment of the current fervices of the year, and the 
income naturally applicable to thofe fervices might, to 
the fame amount, have been with -held; which would 
produce the fame effe6l of keeping the additional fum 
ip hand; confequently, no part of the million can be 
deemed to have been expended beyond what fhall corre- 
f^pnd with the amount of flernands liquidated^ diftinft from 
3 ' ^' the 
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the baladce between the fervices and tlie receipt of the year* 
In 1786, that additional million was carried forward in the 
liew vote of Exchequer bills. Seven hundred and fifty thou- 
fand pounds^ therefore, were thrown into the credit of that 
year. When the I^iuifter brought forward his plan for the 
redudion of the national dtbt; upon the fuppofition that 
there would be an annual ezcefs of income beyond current 
demand, had he then applied to Parliament that he might 
add 750,0001. to the debt under the head of Exchequer bills> 
in order to produce the excefs which he prophefied, the pro* 
pofal would have been held laughable. The weakefl capacity 
would have difcovered that, if the excefs could not be fecured 
without fuch an aid, the expedled furplus was vifionary.— 
To borrow by way of exhibiting a furplus, would hav^been 
a delufion too grofs to have paiTed on any underftanding.— - 
Now, praftically the carrying forward that fum of 750',oooU 
in Ex Aequer bills, comes to the fame point, although it was 
not abfolutply granted within the term. If thofe bills are 
JTuppofed to have exifled as a fum in the hands of Govern- 
,nient at the opening of that plan, (Ind there is no proof of 
their expenditure previous) they are fubjeA to the fame re- 
mark which I have made upon the other monies exifting in 
the Exchequer, when the ftatement of its debts was expofed 
to the nation by the Committee in 1786. Of courfe, it 
muft jullly be charged as an extraordinary fum funk within 
the five years. 

The anticipated quarter is thus circumftanced ; the account 
of the confolidated fund ufed to be made up to Chriftmas.— 
In 1786, the Minifter, having appropriated to the fupplies 
the quarter's income of that fund, accumulated upon the 5th 
of April, took four quarrters more up to the 5th of April 
1787, for the fervice of the year 1786. Thus, to anfwer 
four quarters expenditure he applied five quarters income. — 
The amount of the fifth quarter, thus anticipated, was 
628,9821. Take this futn in what light you pleafe, either as 
a fum already accumulated, at the difpofal of Government, * 

or as an anticipation of revenue, it cannot ba admitted as a 
portion of the natural income of the years in queftion. If it 
is to be coniidered as arr accumulated fum, always at the 
command of Government, it ought to have been fo dated by 
the Committee of Finance in 17^6, and the nation ought to 
have had credit to the amount.* If it be regarded as an anti- 
cipation of revenue to which the quarter's fxpendiiure is not 
brought up, it is obvious that there is, by that means, a 
quarter's debt conftantly carried forward. This debt has been 
added clearly within the five years. The fum, therefore, by 
the finking of which, this debt was entailed, muft be charged 
either under this head^ or under the head of money in the 

U u a ' hands 


332 PARLIAMENtARY A* i^^t. 

hands of Government, previous to the^ilablifliaientof the 
plan for the redu£lion of the national debt. 

The conclufion which 1 propofeto draw from this (late*'' 
ttient, is, that nothing, whatever, has hitherto beett effefled 
towardsdiminifhing the public debt, by furplufesof incomci 
I have reprefented the extraordinary fiftns expended, under 
the three feveral heads, to amount to four millions fix hun-. 
dred and eighty thoufand pounds; a total nearly approaching 
to the entire fum paid into the hands of the CommifEoners. 
This, your Lordfhips will take notice, was not ftock, but 
folid cdfli. At four and a half per cent, the intereft on this 
fum would be — ' — — ^.2lO,6oo 

The Commiffioners have reduced the annual de* 

raand on the nation for intei-eft — 203,107 

It nete appears that youhaveonly extinguifhed an annuity 
of two hundred and three thoufand pounds, by the annihila- 
tion of a fum, the return from which would, in the <^mmon 
courfe of intereft, have been fuperior. That the 4,750,0001* 
applied by the Commiflioners, has not expunged an intereft 
greater than what the 4,68o,oooL is rated to produce, arifes 
from this circumftance : that in the conftitution of the plan 
for reducing the public debt, there is a tendency (which fhall 
be explained prefently) to keep up the price of ftock in the 
funds beyond its natural relative value; fofar clogging the 
operation of the meafure. 

Were the confidertion to ftop here, I fhould have troubled 
your Lordfhips to little purpofe, I fhould have only indicated 
what muft, from the uncertain foundation of fpeculations in 
finance, too frequently happen, that the public had embra- 
ced a delufive expectation, under which confidcrable fums 
had been applied, not very advantageoufly : but we have to 
look forward; and it is incumbent on us to form from paft 
experience fome judge ment for the regulation of our future 
condudl. The principle of calculation which feems leaft li- 
able to eiror is, that we'ftiould embrace a period which may 
give room for all the contingencies ordinarily affedling in- 
come and expenditure. Let us, therefore, draw an average 
from the accounts of the five years, as they have been exhi- 
bited by Adminiftration^ 
Produce of permanent taxes for five £ 

years - - ^S>3^3>877 

Land and malt taxes, at 2,55SpOCol. . 

per annum - - I2,790j000 

Gains on the lottery for five years 1^212,692 

S)79»3'^6,569 

Average 
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Average • ^S^S^ijjij 

Expenditure^ adding 190,0001. for 

two years militia - - 79>274,923 
Dedyfl fecret fervice 

money - - ^ 187,000 

5)79»o87,923 
■ •' ■ ' 

Average - iS>8i7?sS* 

« I ■ I I hi 

Remainder - 43>729 
Out of this futo of fotty-thrce thoufand feveq hundred and 
twenty-nine pounds, the annual million Is to be provided.-i— 
I entreat that your Lordfhips will be plealed to advert to the 
ground on which I have formed this eflimate. I have given 
the amount which flowed from each head of ufual yearly pro- 
duce, juflas it is ftated from the Exchequer. I have made 
no deduiftion from the receipt for 190,000!, evidently antici- 
pated on the nam duties in 1790. The rum, on its importa* 
tion^ pays no duty; it is lodged in the King's warehoufe; the 
merchant takes it out by quantities as there is demand for it; 
and, in proportion as he takes it out, he pays the impoft,— * 
Part of the provifion to defray the expcnce of the late, arma- 
ment was an additional duty on rum, to take place in Janu- 
ary 1791^ The adk impofing this duty pafled in November 
1790; -in cotifequence, every merchant who had rum ftored^ 
took it out in the enfuing month to efcape the new tax. I 
called for the return of the duty paid upon rum in lafl: Decern* 
ber, and in the correfponding month of the former year.— 
The duty of laft December, on that article, exceeded the 
former by above 190,0001. This is, evidently, an anticipa- 
tion of part of the income of 1791"; becaufe, in the ordinary 
courfe, the rum would not have been taken out till after Ja- 
nuary 1 79 1, when the 190,006!. would have Hood part of 
the income of that year. In like manner on the expenditure 
fide, I have not made any addition in refpeS of the 250,000!. 
the payment of which was deferred in 1786; although it is ^ 
plain, that in a calculation for future years, four quarters 
payment of intereft on the public debt muft be computed in 
each year; and I have dedu6led 1 8 7,oodl. the fum lent abroad, 
becaufe I fuppofe it to be included in the expenditure* under 
the head of Secret Service Money; and as I do not reckon the, 
fum in theincome, the employment of it fhould not be charged 
in the outgoings. * 

I know that an average drawn from the five years has been 
oppofed, upon the profefled plea, that the firft of thofe five 
years fell remarkably fhort in point of income; and that the 
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the ground on which that eflimate was formed^ a mattsr with** 
in their cognisance. They conceived their province to ex-» 
^ tend no farther than to the comparifon of fuch documents as 
were furniflied to them by the Minifter; holding the amount 
ftated in thofe documents refpeftiyely, a matter for which 
the Minifter alone was refponfible. In this, thofe gentle- 
ijiien undoubtedly judged well; becaufe, according to the 
conftru<5lion of the Conimittee, they had not the n>eans of 
examining the particulars which conftituted the feveral fums. 
And, in truth, the fervice which they did undertake was fuf- 
£ciently laborious, • s^d entitled them fully to the applaufe of 
the puWic for the induftry and ability of thqir invefligation. 
A more perfpicuous ftatement upon fo intricate a fubjedl has 
never been prcfented to any nation* It is in'thp data alone, 
for which the Committee is i^ot refponfible, that any error 
can lurk. I have already charged error againft fome of thofe 
data; I now advance my apprehenfioji of it with regard to 
this eftimate# In the year 1386, the Conxmittee, upon as^ 
wide, a view of documents as thofe which have lately been 
fubmitted for infpeftion, eftimated your future expenditure 
at 145478, xSil. The calculation was arraij;ned as a wild anci 
arbitrary fpeculat ion : it was, however, pertinacioufly main* 
tained. After an experience of five years it is abandoned ^ 
but it is not abandoned in favour of th^ fcale which the expe- 
rience of the £ve yei^rs might have fubiftantiated. A new 
eftimate is obtruded upon your credulity, refting up^n the 
lame fpecies of vague aiTumption as that of 1786; notwith* 
ftanding a mortifying refutation of all the predidions.on the 
fubjeft, now forces you to admit an error ia the fuppofition 
, of the Committee of 1 786, to the amount of above a millioix 
yearly on an average, or of near a, million and a half in th& 
laft year. And what is the motive that impels the Minifter 
to give into this delufion ^ It is,, that, having pinned the fame 
of his management on the produflior^ of a million annual fur- 
plas> the million muft, at a\l events, appear to be forth-com- 
ing. Had the average expenditure of the five years been 
mea fared again ft the average revenue of the three beft of 
thofe years^ which the Committee take as the bafis for fu- 
ture ex pe<f^ at ion, it muft have appeared at once that the fur- 
plus million would not exift. The average revenue of thft 
three laft years was 16,030,18.6!. The average expenditure 
of the five years, dedudiing the charge for the Loyalifts, 
which the lottery is fuppofed tp anfwer, and dedutfling the 
187,000!. Secret Service Money, amounts to 15,560,709!. — 
Obferve that this expenditure does not include the million ap- 
plied annually towards liquidating the debt; therefore, the 
revenue would exceed the expenditure by no more than 
469,5771. Were the eiliraate of the expenditure to L-t taken 

from 


A. 1791. D E B A T E S, 237 

from the average of the lafi three years, as has been done 
with regard to the income, the balance would be ftill fmaJler, ^ 

becaufe, unfortunately, your expenditure feems to have in- 
creafed in proportion a^ your income augnaented. I will 
then fay to thofe who bring forward the prefent edimate, -' 
** Do you really mean to condemn your own management of 
*'* the public treafures for five years, by ftating, as the extent 
** of that which the public fervice can require, a fum fo much 
" fliort of that which you have adlually lavifliedr" For the 
difference between what has been annually expended during 
the five, years, and that which we are told will be fufEcient 
for the public fervice, i^i no lefs than five hundred and eighty- 
one thoufand one hundred and thirty -one pounds yearly.— 
But, my Lords, the circumftance which moft completely 
overturns this eftimate, is the condudl of the Minifter with 
regard to the fupplies for the current year. The report in 
which this eft?lnate is ufliered to the public was not yet dry 
from theprefs, when the Minifter himfelf exploded the efti- 
mate by the amount of fupply which he demanded for the or- 
dinary fervice of the year 1791. For the navy he requires 
2,131,0001. For the army 1,853,000!. For the ordnance 
443,0001. For mifcellaneous fervice, exclufive of American 
Loyalifts 260,000]. making, in the Whole, after a dedu6tion 
of 76,0001. to be repaid by the Eaft-India Company, 
4,6ii,oool. This is 360,000!. above the eftimate, which 
fcarcely a fortnight before he had offered to the nation, as 
defcribing the probable future expenditure under thefe heads. 
You will remarlc, that this demand is for the ordinary far- 
vices, and has no relation to the exifting armament ; under 
the provifion for which one might rather fufpefl fomc portion 
qf the exceffive charge for ordinary fervices would be fmo- 
thered Yet one may doubt, whether, even by tl)is demand, 
adequate provifions has been, made for the feveral fervices ; 
as each of the articles falls ihort of the correfpondent article 
taken on the average of the five years- In the artideof mif- 
cellaneous fervices, efpecially, there is reafon to look for- 
ward to a heavier charge. On the average of five years, the 
lottery has not anfwered the ex pence of the Loyalifts. If 
that refource continues inadequate, the refidue of their claims 
muft be otherwife furniftied under the liead of Mifcellaneous 
fervices. No provifion appears 4:o have been confulered for 
the completion ef Carlton Houfe: a provifion which muft: 
not only : e expecSed. but in common decency defired, nay, 
in mere econGray ; otherwife, the fum already granted on ac- 
count has been waflfuUy expended on that building. 1 feel 
no little pleafure that the report of a Commit.tee of the Houfe 
of Commons renders it unneceflary for me to enter upon ^hofe 
difcuffions on the fubjeft, which I fliould have otherwife 
Vol.. XXX. X «: thought 
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thought indirpenfable. Suffice it, that the public has beea 
, diftindtly infojmed by ,the Committee, how tbe money al- 
ready granted for tha: building has been applied: that the 
Prince of Wales ne^er aiTmned the diredlion of that fum ap- 
^prppfiated towards ihe completion of an edifice, which 
* (though the rcfidencd of his Royal Highnefs) is tnie property 
of the iCing ; but ca jfed the archite^ ' to draw for the money 
as it was required, accouiuing for the expenditure to His 
Majefly's Board of Works, I he ohjrcTi of that grant being 
to render the habitation becoming for die Heir Apparent of 
the Crown, it is to be conceived that the purpofe will not be 
dropped in the middle, If wawifli, really, to form a juft 
idea of what are likely to be our out-gpings, we cannot but 
look forward to this among many other impending expences, 
for which no allowance appears to have been made in the cal- 
culation. 

It may now be afked, what is the view and objeft of all 
this detail ? for, if no luggef^ion that may be of public ad- 
vantage is to be deduced from it, your Lord{hi;»«i' rime has 
been unprofita! ly employed in liftening to the ftaument. 
. Surely, however, an inference of immediate importance pre- 
fents itfelf irrefiftibly : ^ I mean the neceii ty of adopting 
fome iTincipleof real and not oflentatious economy, which 
iliall flop the growth (f your expences, if not reduce them. 
For it is a lamentable Ciinfidemtion, that, in proportion as 
your income hes been augmented by the impofitio^a of new 
taxes, or a ftrifler exa^Mon of old one^, your expenditure 
alfo has increafed. In ^786, a lax ropit)duqe ioo,OOoL an- 
nually was all that was held out as necelFary to infure a mil- 
lion furplus in each year. Year aftev year new burdens have 
been laid on the country, and the propoOd etFe^l is not yet 
fecured. The caufe is obvious : Vnu fet out with a plan of 
reftridting your expences to I4:4"8,i8il. annually; bur, in 
the very, next year you exceed tliat eftimate by more than 
twelve bundled ihonfand pounds ; and, in this laft year, you 
hav6 exceedfd ir ab'>V(- a million and a half, Had the expen- 
diture beet) kipi.d wn, and the income proved inadequate 
to produce the rnillio'^. towards reducing the debt, the im- 
pofition of frtfli tax(-s ^vould have been accounted for to the 
fatisfac'Hon of eve^y man. For there can be but one opi- 
nion as to the necefTity of endeavouring to diminifh the 
debt; rhotigh 'ht.re may be much difference of fentiment, 
whp*'it'i ^heprt^fpnt plan for eitefting that obje(Sl be the beft 
tha'. coald havtr l^t^en adopted. To anatomize that plan, 
th' I '.^h noi foreign to the prefent difcufiion, would lead me 
in- too great extent It is fufficient to have (hewn, from 
the documents of Minifters, as I truft I have fliewn, that 
you have made little progrels in your undertaking ; and that 

you 
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you are not likely to make a much greater, without a pofi- 
tive and ferious reduftion in your current e^fpences. It is 
not thediJappointment alone, or the dangers of delay, that 
are to be lamented; but the plan is attended with inconve- 
niences that would render it highly objedtionable, were there 
hot a rational profpe6t of real advantage to refult from it. 
In order to keep up the appearance of furplufles in the Ex- 
cheqtter, a thoufand little expedients muft be reforted to, 
ruinous to the individuals upon whom they apply : I mean, 
•the retardment of payments to the clafles of men whpfe ne- 
ceflities mofk require punctuality of fupply; loyalifts, half- 
pay officers, penfioners, fervants of the State in all the dif- 
ferent branches of employment, whofe allowance from the 
public is their only fupport. Another evil of the fcheme 
is, the delufion in which it holds the public with refpefl to 
the funds. Heretofore, the rate of the funds was a criterioa 
"Which gave fome indication of the general profperity. When 
the funds funk, the vigilance of Government or of the 
nation was attra£led to difcover and remedy tl)e caufe; at 
prefent the eftimation of the funds is wholly fallacious. It 
is* obvious what muft be the confequence of the notoriety, 
;that, at leaft, "250,000!. Is to be laid out by Government 
every quarter in purchafing ftock whatfoever be its price in 
the market. The tendency of this arrangement is naturally 
to induce each flock-holder to increafe the valuation which 
he puts on his ftock ; for he argues, that if bv aiming at too 
high a price he miffes his fale in the immediate inftance, he 
has the chance of the nexr quarter open to him. ' The effe6k 
of this is vifibly tocounterafl^j in a material degree, the main 
* purpofeof the plan; fince in proportion as flock is bought by 
the commiflioners, that which remains to be purchafed will 
be heightened in price. It is from this influence that the rate 
of the funds is kept up without advertence to external cir- 
cumftances; \o that, as you have feen, they have not been 
affedled by even impending war* 

T hefe confideraiions, however, are trifling in comparifon 
with others. I have met perfons fo ftrangely deluded by the 
outward fliow of things, as to confider the magnitude of the 
burden under which the country labours a proof of its prof- 
perity. It is true, that a nation which had not acquired an 
extraordinary degree of opulence could not have fuflained fo 
fevere a draft upon its induftry; but the efl^e6t of thole im- 
pofls, as countera6ling that induftry and ruining that opu- 
lence, ought to be ferioufly weighed. The- habits of an ac- 
tivity which has led to affluence, will not be at once aban- 
doned ; becaufe it will not, at once, be perceived that afflux 
ence no longer accrues to the individual from them. But it 
is clear, that the Coiriplication of taxes afTedting every article 
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of fuflenarice rnuft operate to reprefs the growing gain of the 
mamifafturer, and of the country at large. For upon thofe 
commodities, which are to be fold in a foreign market, and 
the produce of which keeps up the circulation of this country, 
muft be charged all the additional burdens with which Go* 
vernment direftly or indirefilly loads the manufaftuter ; other- 
wife his work would not make him a neceffary rettirn for his 
labour. Hence, the commodity ofFers itfelf at fo high a price- 
in foreign countries that it is beaten out. of th« market by the 
produ6lions of other nations; poffibly not of equal quality, 
but fo reifonable as to extinguiih the other coniideration.— • 
Add to this the political confequcncc which muft, in fome 
degree^ follow your prefent fy ftem of finance; If your Lord- 
fliips will turn to the items which conftitute your income, 
you will perceive that the material increafe of your revenue 
arifes from the extenfion of the excife; a mode of taxation 
which the exigencies of the State unfortunately render indif- 
penfable, but which is, in its nature, the moft vexatious, 
and the moft repugnant to the idea of a free community that 
can poffibly be imagined. There is not one of you, even in 
your fituations, that arc not expofed to the teaming infultsin*- 
feparahlc from that fpecies of colleflion. The habit of ac- 
quiefcence, under the overbearing intrulions which the oflScers 
or excife are authprifed and neceffitated to make, breaks the 
fpirit of a people In a datngerous degree, and makes them fee 
little to be loft by entire fubmiflion to abfolute power. And 
it is an axiom which fhould never be forgotten, that power is 
in its nature fo progreffive and encroaching, as not to be re- 
fitted but by general compa6l, and by pr^cife definition of 
fome boundary, which (howfoever indifferent in itfelf that 
boundary may feem) it muft never be permitted to over-ftep. 
The refledlion is the more material as the magnitude of your 
public debt enrols a body which weighs heavily, againft con- 
IHtutional energy. They, whofe fupport flows folely from 
the public funds, and whofe fecurity refts upon the pubfie 
tranquillityij muft fupport, indifcriininateW, every Admini- 
ftratiori, whatfoever be their meafures. For thofe flu6lua- 
tions, on which the falvation of public liberty might depend, 
would, to fuch men, be attended with hazard of confider- 
able diminution in the value of their pofleffions; therefore, 
they are interefted both to preach and pra£li{e apathy, ui^der 
* every invafion of conftitutional rights. 

I will conclude this difcuflion by obferving, that any Mi- 
hifter may increafe the revenue of this country ; for it is 
only to lay new taxes, to which the good fenfe and general 
infoynation of the people of Great Britain will always fecure 
a cfaeerfnl obedience. But the aim of a Minifter ought tr. be 
to render fuch burdens of fhort duration, by applying their 
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prefent produce to the extinflion of annual claims upon the 
nation. If he fuffers the increafed receipt to be fw allowed by 
_ the augmentation of current expences, the additional fums 
which, he raifes on the public are a grievance. It muft ba 
frotti reform in the expenditure that any Minifter (ball have 
a right to claim credit with the natron. So far from any 
fuch reform having taken place during the five years, it is 
evident that^your expenditure has increafed immoderately ; 
and unlefs fome important redudtion fliall fpeedily take place, 
carHiot fail to lead you into extreme difficulties. 

Lord Grcnville replied to the noble Lord. He entered into ^^f 
2L full difcuiSon on this fubjeft, in feveral particulars of which ^^^""^ 
he agreed with the noble Lord, and pointed ^ut others where / 
he conceived the noble Lord was miftaken. Having, accord- 
ing to his data and his principles, made out, that during 
thofe five years, more than five millions of flie nation^ 
debt had been difcharged, his Lordftiip paid many compli-^ 
ments to the integrity and abilities of the laft Finance Com- " 
mittee, and maintained that their report was more clear, more 
diftinft, and more perfpicuous, than any report he had ever 
read : and he trufted that the country would give fome credit 
to that Adminiftration that had inflituted fuch inquiries, by 
which every fubjecl of this kingdom might eafily underfiand 
a fubjcft of the greateft importance to every individual— 
namely, the real ftate of the finances of the country. His 
Lordfnip apologized for the errors into which the Commit- 
tee of 1786, in which he fat as Chairman, had fallen, both 
as it was the firft Committee which had ever been appointed 
of this fort, and as their report had been the refult, not of 
their own inquiry and difcuffion, but of the eftimates which 
they had received from the feveral offices. If the futurfe ex- 
penditure fhould exceed the fum at which it had been efii- 
mated by the laft Committee, he thought that Parliament 
had acquired a righf to confine it within limits, or at leall 
to demand that it lliould be defrayed on the footing of the 
ordinary eftablifhment, but provided for by foftie other 
means. 

Lord RawBon replied, and perfetSly coincided with Lord Lord 
. Grenville, in the compliments which his Lordftiip paid to R*wd«n. 
the laft Finance Committee. He acknowledged that their 
report was as clear and diftinft as any report he had ever 
per u fed. 

The bill was then read a third time, and pafled. 

The order of the day being read for the fecond reading of 
the bill, intitled, <* An a6t to remove doubts refpefting the 
'* fuafiions of juries in cafes of libels/* 

It, 
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It was moved, ** That the faid bill be now read a fecond 
** time." Which being obje6led to, an amendment was 
propofed to be made to the faid motion, by leaving out the 
word " now," and inferting, inftead thereof, *' this day 
month." 

The quefiion was put, whether the word " now'* 'ihall 
Hand part of the motion ? 

It was refolved in the negative. 

Then thequeltion was put, whether the words " this day 
month" fhall be there inferted ? 
/It was refolved in the affirmative^ 

Diflentient, 

ift. Becaufe we hold it to be an unalienable right of the 
people, that in cafes of libel, as well as in all criminal cafes^ 
the jury fhould decide upon the whole matter that may con- 
ftitute the guilt or innocence of the perfon accufed, and that 
in cafes of libel the jury ought not to be direfted by the 
Judge to the defendant or defenclants' guilt, merely on the 
proof of the publication by fuch defendant or defendants of 
the paper charged to be a libel, and of the fenfe afcribed to 
the faid paper in the indiflraent or information. 

2djy. And becaufe we conceive that the faid right of the 
people is of the utmoft confequence to the freedom of this 
nation, and to that bulwark of its rights, the liberty of the 
prefs. \ 

jdly. And becaufe we conceive that the bill fent from 
the Commons is well calculated to convey a parliamentary 
declaration and enactment of the faid important right of the 
people, and becaufe ^e conceive every delay of fuch decla- 
ration and enactment to be in the higheft degree dai'igerous to 
the fafety of the fubjedl. 

4thly. And becaufe we conceive that we cannot, with 
propriety, refufe our immediate aiient to propofitions which 
no perfon in the debate did deny to be falutary, and becaufe 
we conceive that this delay tends to give countenance to 
doubts that we apprehend to be utterly ill founded, and to 
encourage a conteft of jurifdiflion that can only be injurious 
to the regular and impartial adiiiiniftration of juftice in this 

kingdom. 

Stanhope* 

For the firft and fecond reafons, 

Radnor*. 

Another proteft was entered agai nil the faid motion, fof' 
the following reafons : 

DiP 
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Diffeiitient, 

ift. Becaufe ^e conceive, that the bill fent from the 
Commons is of thehigheft importance for the prefervation of 
the rights of juries ; and that, confidering the diiFerent opi- 
nions which have prevailed of late years with refpcfl to this 
fubjefl, we conceive every delay of a parliamentary tlecla- 
ration and enactment to be dangerous, in the highelt dtgree, 
to the fafety of the fubjcdi:. 

adly. Becaufe whatever difFerence of opinion may ftibfifi: 
in regard to the exifting law, there leems to be !b generul a 
concurrence with refpelt to what oug^,r to be the law in fu- 
ture, that we cannot, with propne y, refufe our immediate 
aflent to provifions, which art' admitted to be falutary, on 
the ground of requiring time to afcertain how far the late 
praif^ice of the Courts is, or is. no, juftifiable by the law of 
th^e land* 

WeNTWORTH FiTZWILLlAM, 

Lauderdale, 

Poi< CH7.STER, 
P^ RTLAND, 

Hav, (Earl of Kinnoul.) 1 
The Houfe adjourned. 

F'tdayy loth June^ 

This day HisMajeity came in the ufual ftate to the Houfe, 
and being feated on the throne, the Geatleman U/her of the 
Black Rod went to the Houfe of Commons, and commanded 
their immediate attendance, when he returned with the 
Speaker and other Members. 

As f';on as the Speaker came to the bar, he addrefled His 
Majefty in words to ihr following effe6l : That he held in his 
hand a bill enabling the <^ governor and Company of the Bank 
of England to pay into His Majefty's Exchequer 500,oooU 
which clofed the fupplles granted by His viajelly's moil: faith- 
ful Commons for the fervices of the vear. That in the 
courfe of a long and laborious feflion, His Majefty's faith- 
ful Commons had gi^en a recent inftance of their duty and 
attachment to His Majefty's Royal perfon, by making a pro- 
vifion out of the aggregate revenue of the kingdom, for the 
relief of the civil lift, from an expence neceffary to the main- 
nance and fupport of one of the younger branches of His 
Majefty's Royal and auguft family. Feeling .the bleftings 
of our own ^nppv and eftabliflhed conftitution. His Majefty's 
faithful Comn^ons had, on the fame principles, provided a 
Government for His Majefty's province of Canada, That 
His Maje/ty's faithful Commons had provided for the main- 
tenance of lis Majefty's crown, by coming to an unanimous 
vote to enable His Majefty to augment his navy, in order to 


